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PREFACE. 



JL HAT thefe Letters were not written frorti 
the places whence they are dated will eafily 
be difcoveredi The lubftance of them, 
however, as far as relpeds local defcriptiou 
and living manners, was compofed at the 
time and on the fpots to which they relate* 
The impreffions of the moment were taken 
down, and they have fince been corrected and 
improved to meet the public eye. As near 
two years have elapied lince the Tour was 
completed, it may be enquired why, if the 
work were thought worth publication, it was 
not publifhed fooner ? The truth is, that the 
A 2 ^-Author, 
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Author, on his return from the continent, had 
no intention of prefenting his Journal in any 
form to the public, and was immediately 
engaged, indeed, in other concerns. When, 
however, thefe were fufpended, and he began 
occafionally to indulge himfelf in the retro- 
fpeft of an interefting period of his life, it 
occurred to him that his defcriptions and . 
remarks might, perhaps, intereft attention at 
a time in which an intercourfe with the con- 
tinent, for excurfions of pleafure,,is almofl 
cut off; when fomc of the fcenes, which the 
author vifited, are disfigured by recent de- 
vaftation, or clouded by the terrors of ap- 
proachhig ftorms; when he who fbrfakes 
England muft mark, wherever he may travel, 
the track of armies, and behold fulpicion and 
diftruft, and the influence of evil principles ift 
ibcieties, where confidence and choarfulnefe 
formerly prevailed. 

The 
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The countries Ipoken of iii the enfuing pages 
liave, it is true, been repeatedly defcribed; 
Tbut no one can fuppole that they have been 
fully difplayed. The records of their hiftory 
explain many particulars that have efcaped 
attention. The beauty of their appearance 
may ftill be exhibited in frefh colours,^and in 
new points of view. The charafter of their 
literature and religion has been (lightly touched 
by travellers; and tbeir general manners 
afford ample fubjed for xinhacknied illuftra- 
tion. 

That the author has judicioufly availed 
'himfelf of the opportunities which he poC- 
iefled to give full information upon the fub- 
jefls on which he treats, is by no means pre- 
tended. Hq did not colle<a materials with any 
fuch determinate view ; and in the courfe of 
his Tour only noted down thofe particulars 
which appeared moft interefting to him, and 
A 3 which 
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which he now flatters himfelf may ftjrniih 
fubjed fo^ the amufement of a few Icifurc 
Jiours. It is fome merit to produce any book 
that may aniufe, and cannot injure the nu- 
jnerous readers of the prefent day : and ac- 
counts of other countries, however fuperficial 
they may be, cannot but afford fome ufeful 
and inftruftive information. No tafte is 
more prevailing than that for books of travels; 

none, perhaps, not profeflcdly moral is left 

« 

produftive of mifchief. The Englifh, cha- 

raderized by their curiofity in vifiting ar>d 
enquiring concerning other nations, read 
them with particular avidity. The author 
has been careful that they who travel with 
him (hpuld find him at leaft harmlefs ; pick- 
ing up no fcraps of infidelity, collecting no 
trafh of foreign politics. If he advert to the 
light and empty notions Avhich bubble4 up in 
the focicties which he faw, it is only to point 
Qttt their frivolous and tranfient" nature. 

' Whcq 
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When truth is fcrupuloufly adhered to, 
the reader may complain of duhiefs, but he 
will find no mifreprefentation. If he look in 
vain for ftrange occurrences and romantic 
adventures, he will fee circumftances as they 
exift : he will not be terrified by imaginary 
dangers, nor harrafled by fiditious difficulties. 
He will flruggle through bad roads without 
even breaking the iprings of his carriage, and 
fleep at Italian inns without being devoured' 
by fleas. If he is not entertained by lively 
fallies or (prightly anecdotes, let it-he-remem- 
bered that thefe are contrived erabellifliments, 
and, perhaps, often reflect falfe colours. 

If the writer, in recurring to chearful days 
4nd to fcenes vifited in the fociety of friends 
whom he valued, revive fenfations more enli- 
vening than thofe which at prefent he enjoys^ 
he may, perhaps, be allowed Ibmetimes to dilate 
on ti-ivial events, and to linger in minute detail 
cf Jogal circumftances. He can aflert, at 

leaft. 
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tifcaft, that he never read the travels of others^ 
4ti which he has been engaged by the charm 
^of fimplicity and truth, without partaking of 
* lively pleafure from thofe defcriptions in 
>which their afFcdions are difplaycd. 

. -The author, however, has often dweh on 
^cumftanccs of local defcription, but for 
^t feke of communicating the fentimcnts 
Vhichtie experienced, of genuine and unaf- 
tcdicd admiration of the works of Providence^ 
•and with defign of conveying reflexions of a 
•general tendency. This, indeed, has been 
done chiefly in Switzerland, where the fea- 
tures of nature are mofl ftriking and impref- 
•iive, moft capable of being pourtrayed in dc- 
icription, and mofl diftinguilhed by particulars 
of important confideration. 

Buildings, ftatues, and piftures he has 
treated trf" only as objedls to which his atten- 
^ • 6 tion 
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tion was neceffarily led, without attempting 
to defcribe what has been fb often reprefented, 
and only with a view to the illuftration of the 
arts, and of the appearance of the towns which 
were vifited in the Tour. Diftances, and the 
ftages of progrels are commonly fpecified, as 
ufeful, not only to inform the traveller, but 
to affift the general reader in his ideas of the 
relative pofition of places ; and fuch fpecifi- 
cation, if it appear minute, occupies but little 
(pace. 

The author has endeavoured, to the beft of 
his abilities, to impart to others as much as 
he could of that pleafure Which he experi- 
enced in the Tour ; and whatever may be his 
fuccefs, he has at lead wilhed to dired curi- 
ofity to interefling objeds, and to .enliven the 
vacant hours of life by inofFeirfive if not in-» 
ftrudive communications. 

ERRATA. 



ERRATA. 

Page 17, line 3, for containing read confijiing of, 

P. 27, 1. 13, inftead of more beautiful town read ttnvH 

more beautifully Jituated. 
p. 43, 1. 14, ioT power TtTidJiate, 
p. 46, inftead of lines 4, 5, and b read 1^00 feet acrofs 

the Rhine^ wlxre the riijer is encreafed in its breadth 

after having received the Maine a little above the town. 
p. 489 h 22, dele V)ho^ 
p. 6ly L I4y ioT exhibits xt2ii exhibit. 
p. 77, 1. 14, for bein read ^'^/V/. 
p. S4, 1. 9y a break at fVe. 
p. 124, 1. 14, for their TCSid this. 
p. 128, 1. 13, before /^w/i infert M/j. 
p. i88y 1. 139 for Maudon read Moudon. 
p. 203, 1. 6. for farjenfs read Cerjat^s. 
p. 209, 1. 18, for tutor read guide. 
p. 249, 1. 3, for Bondoni read Bodoni. 
p. 255, L 23, for orfeveria read orfcvrerie. 
p. 258, for Trickeries read Trickeries. 
p. 317, 1. 2, for Leorujrdi di Find rezd Leonardo da Find. 
p. 321, 1. 25, for duor no read duomo. 
p. 378, for P^/^x read P^/^r. 
p. 389, laft line, for Trfl// read /ra//. 
p. 332, 1. 18, for ^;//V^ read ^«j/^. 
p. 417, 1. 25, for eleven thoufand fathoms ttzd mar three 

thoiijand Je%:en hundred fe^. 
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f^tcly publijhed^ by the fame AIJTHQR| 

L A KEY TO THE OLP TESTAMJ&NT anh 
APOCRYPHA: or an Account of their feveiral 
Books, their Contents and Authors, apd of tlie 
Times in which they were refpcdlively written. 
The fecond Ediijon, in one Volume 8vo, PricC| f i| 
Boards, 8s. 

IL DISCOURSES on various Subjcas, illuftrative of 
the Evidence, Influence, and Dodlrines of Chriftia- 
nity. }n one Volumf 8ve« Price, in boards, ^^ 



LETTERS 

dt7ftiNG THB COURSE OF A 

TOUR THROUGH (GERMANY, gtc. 



LETTER L 



DSAR SlR^ 

We left home on the 6th inftant m 
liigh (pints at the ptoCpeG, before us, but our 
chfcatfiyncfi Was mingled With ibme regret 
at the idea di a i^afation from friends, 
Mpon whofe ibciety wc had been accuflomed 
to Ufck for enjoyment. The Dovw raa4 is 
always intereiting, and perhaps no other is 
travelled with fuch Variety of feniations, 9$ 
diffitfently experienced by thofc who are fyr^ 
diking, and l^ thde who are rctttrning t# 
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tlieir country — by. thofc- who* cmtgfaiiBfth 
queft of novelty and happier fcenes, and by 
thofe who haften back to former enjoyments. 
We were about to quit England with no 
view but to improve our tafte, and to afcertain 
Its comparative advantages; neither driven by 
diftrefs nor difguft, and determined to return 
as foon as curiofity Ihould be gratified; wc 
therefore admired the well-wooded fcenery 
of Kent, its frequent hills, and occafional 
views of the river, without the lingcrings of 
final departure. * i » 

Captain RadclifFe's veffel conveyed us, Ja 
about twelve hours, to Boulogne, where we 
ftaid only for the examination of our baggage, 
and then proceeded to St. Omer's, a town 
which ftill retains a gloomy appearance, 
though the 'rilifts 'of jefuitifm' are difpe<*fed. 
TheEhgliCi college. here,r which cannot boaft 
of having educated Mn.Biirke, notwithtftaqd- 
ing the filly; reports upon the fub]e<fti: was 
formerly a jefuitical Ichpol,, originally founded 
,on the lame plan as that of Douay, to furnifh 
England with fuppqrter^ of the Romifh .faith* 
Upon the ;llippreffion. of that fociety their 
public buildings were very generally permitted 
jLo continue as ieminaries of education,, and 
I ' * ftill 
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ftill contributed to the cultivation of litel-a- 
ture. Modern reformation on the continent 
Is tndrfe violent iri its tranfitions, bnd evacu- 
iated con^dnts are now converted into baf- 
tacks, granaries, arid manufaftories. 

We looked into the church and convent 
bf Sti Bettiri. The inotiks afe ih daily ex- 
J)e<Sation of the drder of difiniflion from thcit 
ipacioiis and haiidfbme buildings 1 the courts 
and gardens already exhibit the riide appear- 
ance of neglciS. In the diflblutioti of thefe 
houfes the tirijJfejudiced mind will always 
tememher fbrfiethittg tb fegfet. Moriafteries, 
however deferVedly decried as too numerous 
and too weilthy, and as regulated upon im- 
proper principles and reftriftions, afForded^ 
fometiriies at Idaft^ fhelter to piety, repent- 
ance, and literature; 

From St. Omer'S \*^e pfbceeded By CafTel 
to Liflci The rich land through which our 
road was direfted, was covered with full crops 
of various vegetatioiii The fields of tobacco, 
the ftrait roads, and the rows of willows and 
poplars fantaftically ftripped to the top^ re-» 
minded us that we were in Flanders; and 
We remarked that the people appeared better 

B a cloatheil 
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cloathed and more comfortably fed and lodged 
than thofe in Frande^ 

Their political fbntiments are various. 
Xhey have caught f he enthufiafin of liberty ; 
but though flattered by its prolpeft, many of 
them murmur againft the proceedings of the 
National Affembly. The new archbifliop 
of Cambray was lately received at Lifle with 
great honors, after having narrowly efcaped 
the lanterne at Ballieul. The womah who 
waited upon us at Ballieul, on being queftioned 
as to her principles, diffidently declared hft* 
felf incompetent to decide on the fubje£ls 
now agitated. It were devoutly to be wiflied, 
that many bufy fpirits at prefcnt a£live, were 
equally fenfible of their incapacity. A perfbn 
with whom we converfed at the dominican 
convent at Lifle, confeflcd that he thought 
it bed to adopt whatever prmciples had the 
aicendancy, and that he became ariftocrat or 
democrat as the time^ required. 

We were prelent at Ghent on Whit- 
Sunday : iny friend not recollefting the day, 
enquired of a man, what feflival was cele- 
brated in the churches ? he feemed (hocked at 
his ignorance, and iaid, he fuppofed that 
^ was an Englifhmani which he feemed to 

confidcr 
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confider as a lynonymous term with that of a 
Turk or InfideL The proceffion and cHe- 
bration of mafs were very fhowy. Prince 
Luckowitz, who is the bifhop of Gh45nt, 
was prcfent at the beautiful church of St. 
Bavot. He was drefTed in his epifcopal habit 
profufely adorned with diam&nds. The fing- 
ing, which appeared to be the only part of thf 
fervice to the praife of God, was very fine. 

The Ion of our landlord at the St. Sebaftian 
at Ghent, was a very important perfonage in 
the late difhirbances. Hq commanded a. 
regiment againfl: the EmperoTj^ and refifted 
all the attra£lion8 that Imperial bribery could 
^old out to feduce him from hisi fcuty. 

On leaving Ghent we traveHed through a 
country niore open but leis luxv^rii^t in its 
productions. The road was covered with 
crouds of men and women returttiog from a 
pilgrimage to our Lady of Hall, whpfe mira- 
clcai (of which, certainly, yqu muft have 
heard) have eftablifhed a grea^t l^p^tation. 
They aU h*d a kind of paper ffctg in their 
hats, like thofe worn by the reprefentativefi 
of fqpls on pur i^age, and each perlb^ carried 
one or two fmall children's tru:?ipets iuf- 
penc^d at the fide. 

»3 B{ufleh 
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Bruflels has been generally confidcrcd as 4 
mqfl: agreeable place of rpfixlence. Thofe who 
have introduftiou to the higher r^nks cer-f 
tainly experience every enjoyment there that 
lively ^nd elegant Ibcicty can furnifh. It 
requires fome prudence, however, to keep 
fafe from the diffipation and tafte for high 
play which ' prevails. Political diffenfions 
Have been lately intrpjluced ; and the inter-r 
mixture of emigrant Frenchmen, refllcfs a^id 
difcon tented, has contributed ^o change the 
charafter of the place^ The court has been 
long abfept, anfi the Epglifh have had nc am- 
baffador's |ioule to frequent. CoL Gardner 
has not any oftenfible charafter, and refides 
at the Hotel de Belleyue, We mean to flay 
but two or three days ^nd take up with the 
Table D'Hotes and the theatre, which are 
lufficiently good tP furnifh entertainment and 
fociety to ^ranfie^t yifiters, 

Of the public bqildings at Bruflels every 
book will inform yoy. The church of St^ 
Gudule contains much to in^ercfl^ The 
pulpit, the painted glafs, and the pidures of 
Jlubens have been often defcribed ; but I dp 
pot know any account that fpeaks of a pidurc 
©f Mar^ (jueen of Scots, given, as the Latin 

ijnfcriDtio^ 
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infcription under it expreffes, by the queen 
herfelf. A contemporary pifture of this cele- 
brated perfonage is certainly curious. It 
excites a very favorable recollfeftion of an 
interefting woman, of whom Ve all wifli to 
think well, and of whom we are all obliged 
to think ill ; the defcription of whole charms 
and accomplifliments ftill captivates our judg- 
ment, and the hiftory of whofe misfortunes 
awakens and interefts our moft lively affec- 
tions. The portrait reminded me of her 
pifture, poetically drawn by Buchanan : 

** Afplce quantus honos frontis; quae gratia blandly 

*• Int«rfufa genis, quam mitis fiamma decoris 

*^ Fulguiet^x oculis, quam con fpirarit amico i 

*< Fo|dere cum tenera grayitas matura iuventa, 

<* X^ehii^ et augufta cum majeftate vcnuftas." 

WhicI^ jRWy be thuj rendered, 

What noble beauties on her* forehead play. 
What mingled grace her lovely cheeks difplay, 
What gentle glanqes lighten in her eyes, 
Wh^t charms to youth her inatro;i mind f^pplies ! 
With awful majefty fee beauty fliine 
Jn tempered ray«, in unibn foft combine^ 

»4 ^^PeaoK\'^ 
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^^ PeAora'^ (continues ihe flatteriag pcitt) 

^* Pedpra nee fojnnfr ecdupt lexeiptta curii» 
'< Palladiis et Pierial excuka per artp^ 
' <^ Twiquillant placidos fophia fub judice poyoi*.*' 

Nor aie the fair endowmenu of her mind 
Lefs pure by nature, leTs by art refin'd : 
Her manneiB fweetly ti^d, but fpeak the (kill 
Wub which prefiding wifdom guides her will, 

Buchanan^ $S[^^ hi^odm, delineiites her 
cbarafter with an ungenerous and ungrateful 
feverity ihaX proves him to have been but 
little influenced by the impreflion of her per*> 
ibnal charms, or the ^ivours which be had 
^received from that unfortunate queen. 

The archduchefs, and/ her conibrt the 
prince of Saxc Tefchen, yefterdaj nuuie their 
public entrance here, on their return, after an 
^bience of above a twelvemonth. Their 
>equipage and attendance were iplendid,. but 
th^ day was fullen and unpropitious to the 
parade : it rained and thundered vidkntly as 
they arrh'ed; their reception, by the people, 
was not flattering: no ihoutings, no accla* 

* EpithahoiiiimFnmcffci Valefii et Marise Stuartap. 

notions; 
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mations; ^^ no man cried, God blefs them!*^ 
The populace has imbibed too much of the 
ipirit of difcontent to be pleafed with the r^* 
tum of its governor : they were welcomed^ 
however, at the theatre, in the evening, 
with great applaufe ; and an occaiiopal repre^ 
ieatation, with alluiion to the circumftance$ 
of the time, calculated to excite fatisfa^on 
and reliance pri government^ was very favor-i- 
ably received. The higher ranks rejoice z% 
the appearance of a court. The illumination? 
loft their tfteO^ at night, as they fiione but 
£n[)ly through the rain. This mofning the 
prince appeared at the parade, on the Grande 
Place, with the Comte de Scckendorf, t& 
review fome troops of horfe. The Hunj^ariaft 
borfes have the reputation of being hardy 
atid a^^; kift they are fo fmall as to appear 
almoft ^capable of luppojtiog their broad*^ 
backed, tiouey riders. 
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Aix-la-Chapelle, June 22, 1791. 

V/E left Bruflcls on the 17th, and pro* 
cpcded by Tirlemont and St. Tron to Liege, 
The country tay/^ds Bru|Iels exhibits gentle 
declivities, prettily covered wit^i woods and 
villagies, with their churgh ipires riling *unong; 
tlie trees. As we approached IAc^q it appear- 
ed gradually to impoverifh. 

Liege, though a very ugly town, is finely 
fituated on |he Meufe. The i^y^rpw ftreets 
arc crowded with manufafturers of fire-arms 
and of other articles, who get rich amidft 
their dirt. We dined, the fccond day, at 
Chaufontaine, a beautiful ipot in the centre 
of well-cloathed hills. The views in the 
neighbourhood, particularly that over an 
^jacent valley, are charming, In the even-s 
ing we drove through an agreeable country, 
PWafionally contrafted by barren heaths, to 

Spa, 
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$pai, hayipg paffed through a part of the petty 
territories, or monaftery, of the prince q£ 
Sfavelpty an ecclefiaftic, with whom hjs ful?* 
jeds profefs thejnfelves fatisfied. 

As we approached Spa we admired, by 
moonlight, its fine hills richljr covered witH. 
trees. We took up our abode at the Hotel dij 
Loup; a little difcouraged, however, by thai 
^mblem of a voracious lanidlord. _^ , 

Sp^ is y^t very thin pf pprppany; ,^ 
rooms are but little frequented: thegame-i, 
fters can with difficulty draw a circle round 
their tab)es j they lopi^ yery an?cioufly. at 
ftrangers, The f?w Frenchwomen who race 
here dance with great elegance ; . bvit play, 
is the whole pleafiire and bulijiefs of tt«f. 
place ; men, women and children are aH 
caught by the phrenzy. , Volatile French^neiv 
jind phlegmatic Germans, grave Spani^ds and 
fteady Epglifhtnen. They who repair here 
for health' cpunter^KSt . the efFe£l of their 
inorning ride and falutary draughts of water, 
Ipy late hours and rupled pafiions. It is ftrange 
^o fee them gallopping after healtlj in the 
{norning, and deliberately throwing it away, 
^itli ^hf if calh, iu the evening* 

. The 
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The fountains which ifHie out from amidft 
thcfe ftony hills are, certainly, very efficacious 
in many cafes. Englifhmen, returning from 
an Italiaa tour, vifit them with great benefit ; 
but one is apt to fancy, that when ladies, who 
ore impatient to get their debts difchargcd by 
preienting their hufhandsi with an heir, fcek 
to prom(^ parturition by bathing their feet 
in the waters of Sauvenier, they afcribc more 
virtues to them thaq they pofTeis, though 
certainly they brace rela^xd habits Ipeedily. 

As we found that w« h^ more tafte fbt 
Ipharo and !Qirabee than might he copiiflent 
with our defign pf vifiting Italy j^ we deter-« 
joined not (o hazard a long flay at 3pa, an4 
therefore fet off pn the 26th ; and. quitting 
me territory of Liege, at Yf rvicr, wc travel- 
led through ^ country, of which, the rich 
•ncloied pafturer and eytenfive views ret* 
minded us of Somerfetfhire. The latter part 
of our drive, at ten o'clock at nighti was 
through a forefl, where our lamps hardly 
afforded light enough to fave us (rom being 
overfet by the deep ruta of a heavy fandy 
foil. 

Whea we arrived at AJx-la-Chapelle, wt 
might have ilept in our carriage, if our courier 

had 
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bad not procured us lodgings at a prlv^^ 
houjfe ; for, in coQ(oquence of the king of 
Sweden's being hrre, not a room is difengaged 
at the inns, even for EnglifhmeQ, for whom 
room is always made, if poffible. Englifh- 
men might indeed be much flattered by 
the diftin^Hon with which they are received 
in all parts of the continent, if they could 
luppofe that the reception arifes from difinte- 
refted regard* Our Engliih fervant at St. 
Onjer's^ left a room, into which he was 
(I^own by the miftrefs of the poft houfe, re- 
jprefenting that he did not think hipifelf fit 
company for the officers and gentlemen there. 
The good lady, however, fbon cured him of 
his diffidence., defiring him to return, declarr 
ing, that (he thought an Englifli fervant as 
good as a French officer at leafl, a compliment 
which no genuine John Bull would ever 
contradid. 

As no form is obferved at Aix-la-ChapeJle, 
any more than at Spa, I went to the af- 
fembly room in my travelling drefe, though, 
the Jcing of Sweden was prefent. His 
animated and afiable manners,, and lively 
converfation, appear to conciliate gwieral 
re^d. The next evening we faw the prince 
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d/Oringc and his fori, at the play, and aftef-^ 
Vrzrds at a ball. They came to Aix-k- 
Chapelle td itiefet the king of* Sweden, witit 
ilefign, it is J)rellimed, to donfer on political 
concents, but under pretence of arranging a 
liiatrinionial doniiedioh between, the Stadt- 
holder^s foti and a daughter of prince Ferdi-» 
Hand* The king of Sweddn, however, either 
on fome cOrifideration of etiquette, or to pre^ 
Vent fulpicious rUmours, has not appeared irt 
public with the prince of Oraftge, but fct off 
fpr Spa yefterday morning. The fbn of 
the prince of Orange h4s the reputation of 
labilities far luperior to thofe of his father, and 
of inheriting the genius of his mothef. 
Prince Ferdinand, and this fofi, and many 
other illuftrious peffon$, \^ere prefeht at the 
ball, and the young princes danced^ 

This ancient town, which Gharlefnagne 
made the feat of empire on this fide the Alps, 
and which continued fo to be till the time of 
Charles the fifth, affords but few circum- 
ftances to intereft the attention. The cabinet , 
a quatres portes, remains a monument of a filly 
difpute for national precedency. The pi£hire 
in which Charlemagne is reprefented as con- 
ceding privileges to the town, is no more the 

work 
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work of Vandyke (I layitmeopericulo) than 
are the wretched portraits of lord Sandwich and 
the other ambafladors who aflembled here ki 
1748. 

The dome of the cathedral, in which man/ 
emperors have been crowned, is fiipported by 
large pillars, brought from Conftantinople* 
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LETTER III. 
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DussELDotr, Junexf. 

FROM Aix-la-Chapefle we wefc conlreyol 
flowly, by Juliers to Dufleldorf, by horfes^ 
which correiponded with the defcription 
which Tacitus gives of the German fbe^, 
being not remarkable either for beauty or 
Ijpeed*^ The fmall, well-planted enclofures 
rexninded us of England; they are not 
adorned, hdwever, by the frequent nea| 
fapufes which enliven our profpeds. 

Dufieldorf derives an air of dignity from 
its palace and great church, though the(e 
buildings are not particularly difHnguifhed for 
their %le of architedure. The palace has 
the appearance of a deferted telidence, and 
a folitary guard or two fuggcfted the idea of 

♦ « Equi non forma non velodtate confpicui"— 

^ De moribus Gcrmanonnn^ $ 6. 
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departed magnificence* It contains, however^ 
the invaluable coUeftion of pi£lures, which 
is defervedly celebrated, as containing aa 
unrivalled aflemblage of Flemilh produftions. 
I ihall not repeat the defcription of them: 
All at leaft have feeii the engravings from 
them, or have read the rapturous criticifins 
of amateur travellers. John- William, the 
count palatine, who made the coUedion, is 
faid to have derived a tafte for painting from 
feeing the fine pifture here of the battle of 
the Amazons, by Rubens. As he married 
one of the Medici family, we need not wonder 
gt his encouragement of the fine arts. 

The full moral efFeft of pidures is feldom 
produced by large colle£lions ; ones attention 
is diflraded by variety, and too often diverted 
to follow up any chain of thought. A fingle 
picture, accidentally feen, may excite very 
interefling refleftions ; but who can tum 
from the tragic fliblimity of a crucifixion, by 
Vandyke, to the humorous rcprefentation of a 
Charlatan, by Gerard Dow, without perceiv- 
ing a derangement of ideas. If this pidure 
of the Virgin and Child, by Carlo Dolce, 
were in my clofet, it would animate my 
piety to indulge in daily contemplation of it; 
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and the celebrated head of Chrift, by the lame 
mafter, at Burleigh, is, with great propriety, 
placed, with only one or two others, in a 
leparate clofet. But at Dufleldorf I am called 
from the fublime (ubjeit, to look at a Schal* 
chens's woman, fmiling on a boy who en- 
deavours to blow out a candle. 

In admiring the magnificent pifture of the 
difpenfetion of a final judgment, by Rubens, 
I could not but regret, that the fubjeft is 
degraded by the introdudion of Satan, in that 
ftile of traditionary reprefentation in which 
vulgar imaginations have embodied him, with 
horns and cloven feet. Sir Thomas Browne, 
who has adopted and refuted many errors 
upon a rabbinical notion, fuppofes the idea to 
have arifen from the circumftance of the 
devil's having appeared in the (hape of a goat *; 
and the learned Mr, Mede was of opinion, 
that the devil, who, fince the fall, only was 
allowed to appear in a human ihape, is com- 
pelled to bear the deformity of fome uncouth 
member, as though he could not yet take upon 
him human fhape entirely, for that man him- 
felf is not entirely and utterly fallen as he is, 

* See Vulgar Errors. 
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The imagination of Rubens, however, like 
that of Milton, fhould have rejected fuch 
childifh fancies ; the fublime defcription of the 
painter, like that of the poet, fhould have 
pourtrayed him 

** As one whofe form had yet not loft 

*' All its original brightnefs, nor appeared 

** Lefs than archangel ruined, and th' excefs 

" Of glory obfcured." 

He fhould have reprefented " the faded fplen- 
dor wan," the fallen brightnefs of " Lucifer, 
Ion of the morning." 

During my fhort flay at DufTeldorf, I be- 
came acquainted with a baron De Harold, an 
Irifhman, who is colonel of the regiment of 
Konigsfeld, and gentleman of the chamber to 
the eledlor palatine, who has publifhed, in 
Englifh, fome poems, under tthe name of 
Offian, in imitation of thofe of Macpherfbn, 
which the baron profefTes to have compofed 
on the fragments of fome traditional fongs 
found in the Erfe language, in Ireland: 
they are written with fome Ipirit. It is re- 
markable that Ofiian is reprefented as an 
Hibernian, and that fome of the poems con- 
tradid: important pafTages in thofe handed to 
the public by Mr. Macpherfon : but it is as 
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well known in Ireland, that the Scotch derive 
their origin from the Irifh, as it is unqiieftion- 
able in Scotland, that the Hibernians origi- 
nally fprung from that moft ancient nation iii 
the world, videlicet^ the Scotch ; as any mail, 
who chufes, may find fully proved by a long 
deduction of particulars in Macgeogehan's 
Hiftory of Ireland ; though, obferve, I will 
not enter into any controverfy to defend or 
fiibvert the pretenfions of either party. 
Offian, the Irishman, is, I know, a much 
more pious man than Offian the Scotchman, 
though I think it rather uncandid in the 
baron, to give any countenance to the impu- 
tation of atheifm againfl: the Scotch hero of 
Macpherfbn, and to fiippofe him unconverted 
by the arguments of the miffionary with whom 
he difputed *. 

But my reafbn for mentioning the baron, 
was to inform you, that he is now employed, 
in tranflating into Englifh verfe, a Latin 
poem, entitled the Chriftiad, written by 
Robert Clarke, a Carthufian monk, of the 
convent of Nieuport near Oftend, from 
which, he afferts, that our great poet has 

♦ See Macpherfon's Differt. p. lo. 
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borrowed largely. The poem, which is o& 
the Paffion of Chrift, in feventeen books, 
contains, indeed, many ideas and delbriptions, 
ftrikingly fimilar to thofe of Milton in his 
Paradife Loft. But unlefs the baron can 
produce an edition previous to that which he 
poffefles, which was printed at Bruges in 
1678, it will be difficult to convidl Milton of 
plagiarifm in this inftance ; for Johnfon, if I 
recoiled rightly, informs U5, that Elwood faw 
a complete copy of the Paradife Loft at 
Milton's houfe, at Chalfont, in 1665; that 
Milton fold the copy in 1667, and that the 
third edition was printed in 1678, when it is 
probable that many copies had palTed over to 
the continent, and contributed to encreafe the 
reputation which his name had gained abroad ; 
and therefore we have a right to fiippofe, that 
Clarke, and not Milton, was the copyift : the 
poem however appears to have much merit. 
The baron has finifhed *ten or eleven books, 
with what fidelity I know not, but certainly 
with much animation. Milton has often 
been accufcd of plagiarifm, it is to be 
feared fbmetimes with truth; for thougl^, 
bifhop Douglas, with great acutenefs, de- 
tefted Lauder's interpolations in the works 
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of different writers, which were defigned to 
difparage Milton's reputation, he by no means 
undertook to prove, that Milton's claim to 
originality might not, in other inftances, be 
impeached; and Lauder, though perfiiaded 
by Dr. Johnfbn to give up, in a hafty fit of 
Ihame, his whole Effay as an impofition, after- 
wards, in part, recanted his recantation, and 
attempted, with fome fuccefs, to prove the 
charge of forgery againft Milton. But it is 
time to put an end to this digrelJion defigned 
to vindicate Milton, as every Englifhman 
muft wifti to do, where he can be vindicated 
without injury to truth. 

DulTeldorf and its environs are not unplea- 
fant. The river Duffel, from which the 
town takes its name, falls nito the Rhine 
here, and flows with that river, in a relpefl- 
able channel, through a chearful country. 
The fociety of the neighbourhood is defcribed 
as polifhed; but with French politenefs has 
been introduced fomewhat of French difiipa- 
tion, among the higher ranks, who mix not 
with their inferiors. The ftile of living is 
not expenfive. There is no tax, but a fmall 
land-tax, impofed by the three orders of the 
diftrifts of Berg and Juliers, who affemble 

here 
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here to tax themfelves. The baron informs 
me, that the 200L fterling, which he receives 
as colonel, is equivalent to 600I. a year in 
England. His man-fervant receives but two 
pounds two Ihillings per annum. A general 
toleration is granted here ; but the Romanifts 
only arc admitted to municipal employments. 
Since the court has removed to Munich, a 
regency has been eftabliflied^ 
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LETTER IV. 



Franckfort, June 29. 

THE country between Cologne and DuC- 
feldorf is flat. At Benrah, a few miles from 
Dufleldorf, we faw an elegant chateau of the 
eleftor, which, however, contains nothing 
remarkable, and is fituated in gardens (UfF 
^nd formal as art could make them. 

Cologne is finely fituated for trade, which 
once flourilhed here. It was one of the Hans 
towns, and free city, and formerly contained 
30,000 men, and flood a fiege of the whole 
empire. It is now badly governed ; its cor- 
poration is rich ; its trade and population are 
decayed; its ftreets and buildings are dirty 
and unimproved. The few Proteftants who 
are here are not tolerated in their worfliip, 
but go to a church at Mulheim, fix miles 
farther in the palatinate : thefe, however, 
ftre tjae chief pronaoters of tr^d?. The Ro-. 
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manifts exhibit their dark cathedral, and num- 
berleis monafteries : live in poverty to iupport 
an overgrown miniftry, not refpedable for char 
rafter ; and tell their fiiperftitious and childifh 
ftorics of St. Urfiila and her eleven thoufand 
virgins, and of coach-horfes that ran up into 
the garret of a man to punifh his incredulity, 
with fuch trumpery tales as prove, that Ibme 
of the inhabitants of Cologne are not wifer iiv 
their popular creed, than they were ten cen- 
turies ago. 

One of the things beft worth feeing at 
Cologne is a pidure, which Rubens prefented 
to St. Peter's church, in the parifti of which 
he was born : the fubje£t is the martyrdom 
of St. Peter : it is a complete tragedy. The 
countenance and diftortion of St. Peter are 
admirably expreffed. This apoftle, we are 
told by ecclefiaftical hiftorians, was nailed to 
the crofs on the Vatican mount, and intreated 
to be crucified with his head downwards, de^ 
daring that he was unworthy to fiifFer in the 
fame pofhire in which his Lord had fuffered^j 
and the painter has reprefented the rjiartyrcJoiQ 
wndef thofe gircumftanges, 

♦ Sec Echard's Kcclef. Hift. 
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A famous work of Le Brun is alfo to be 
feen in Cologne, at the houfe of major Jaback : 
it contains the portrait of fome of the major's 
anceftors, and is reprefented, as I fuppofe many 
others are, as the chef-d'oeuvre of the French 
painter : it did not, however, raife him in my 
eftimation. 

While W€ were at Cologne, the comtc 
D'Artois, accompanied by Mr. De Calonne, 
the bilhop of Arras and a large {iiite, arrived 
there on his road to Bruflels, in confequence 
of an account, which he had received, that 
the king and queen had efcaped from Paris, 
and were haftening to join monfieur and 
madame De Provence. The prince appeared 
much elated. 

*< O thoughtlcfs mortals, ever blind to fate!'* 

The fame day, a kittle beyond Bonn, we 
met a gentleman, who was pofting to over- 
take the prince with the information of the 
king's being retaken. He enquired of us if 
we had feen the comte D'Artois, and told us, 
that he was with the king when taken ; but 
he could not flay to communicate the parti- 
culars. 

Bonn 
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Bonn is a fine town : the palace there has 
no uniformity of defign : the chief facade is 
at one end : the gardens are gay, and deco- 
rated with elpalier orange-trees, and a variety 
of fine plants : the terras in front commands, 
very beautifully, the bold fweeps of the Rhine, 
which, with the gradual declivities covered 
with vineyards that recede from its banks; 
the fiimmits of hills, covered with caftles and 
towers, and the lofty Ipiral tops of diftant 
mountains, form a wonderful fcene. The 
duke of Marlborough never took pofleffion of 
a more beautiful town. 

The prefent eledor of Cologne, who re- 
fides here, is brother to the emperor of Ger- 
many : he obtained his eleftion fomewhat 
informally, by pecuniary intrigue : his reve--- 
nues and territory are not large : he is obliged, 
by the German confederacy, to maintain 800. 
foldiers. 

About four miles beyond Bonn we quitted 
the road, in order to vififa mineral fpring not 
far diftant, which, if I miftake not, is called 
Newth. It is fituated amidft fome beautiful 
hills, on one of which are the pidlurefque 
ruins of an old caftle. A good inn is eiiab- 
liflied there ; and the adjacent grounds are 
2 laid 
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laid out, by the eleftor, with that attention 
to nature, which, to the honor of our nation^ 
is charadlerifed every where as the Englifli 
tafte. The water, which refembles that of 
Spa, though it is not fo ftrong, is laid to be very 
efficacious in fimilar cafes. The place will, 
doubtlefs, be much refbrted to ; and if beauty of 
lituation, by enlivening the mind, contributes 
to health, every advantage may be derived 
from the neighbouring fcenes. 

From hence we drove through a moft en- 
chanting country by the fide of the Rhine, 
between mountains perpetually varying and 
richly cloathed. The beautiful river winds 
very gracefully between banks, above which 
appear, as in the defcription given by Aufb^ 
liius, of fome neighbouring fcenes ; 

'* Culmina villarutn pendentibus edita ripis 
" Et virides Baccho colles*.'* 

Towns which o'er hanging banks their fummits rear. 
And hills which green with Bacchus' gifts appear. 

The houfes and frequent towns, delightfully 
{ituated, reflect a chearful light from their 
yv'hite fronts and flated tops ; and the patches 

■♦ Aufoniu3 MpfcUa, 1. 2o> 2i* 
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of corn, intermixed with the vineyard^^ 
Ipread a glad appearance of plenty around 
them. A fine j[piral hill crowned with a 
rocky, caftle-like building, forms a noble obje£fc 
for many miles. The whole ride to Ander- 
nach is one of the moft beautiful hi Europe : 
it runs along a road which was inade, as aa 
infcription inforn>ed us, under the emperora 
Marcus Aurclius and Lucius Verus, in 162, 
and repaired and widened by Theodore, elec- 
tor of Bavaria, in 1768. 

We flept at Andernach, where the mafter 
of the poft-houfe, and his two pretty daugh- 
ters, detailed to us, very feelingly, the cir-^ 
cumftances of the king of France's re-capture 
at Varenne. We lamented that the unhappy 
king had not efcaped from infiilt and deg;ra- 
dation ; but if he had difplayed his ftandard, 
what fatal efFefts muft inftantly have fol- 
lowed ! The preparation for civil war was 
already comnjienced, and we fliould have fpoa 
had 

*' — Plains with flaughter cover*d o'er, 

** And rage unknown to civil wars before*." 

* The writer could not then forefee that an uncon- 
trolled and ferocious phrenzy would produce efFefts in 
France more dreadful than any civil war at that period 
could have occalioned* 

Ander- 
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Andernach was one of the feven ports which 
Julian built after the deftrudtion of the bar- 
barians. From this town to Coblence, the* 
country is inferior only to that which we had 
paffed the preceding day. The pofition of 
the city on the Rhine, at the mouth of the 
Mofelle, is remarkably fine. The new part 
of the town is well built ; the new palace is 
handfome, but the fituation is by no means 
to be compared with that of the old one, 
which flood at the foot of the noble fortrefs 
of Elthrenherftein, facing the Mofelle. The 
whole town is now filled with the troops of 
the comte D'Artois. 

The Mofelle, which here pours its yellow 
ftream into the Rhine, would fiifFer much, 
notwithftanding the deicription of Auibnius, 
on a comparifon with the Thames. 

Of the Rhine one can never profefs fiiffi- 
cielit admiration; it has every beauty that 
poetical defcription hath attributed to it, 
though it feems indeed to have loft (bme of 
its powers ; for Claudian, in conformity with 
a popular fuperftition, confiders it as capable 
of afcertaining the legitimacy of lulpedted 
offspring; 

<* Et 
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<^ Et quos nafcentes explorat gurgite Rhenus." 
And thofe whofe birth the whehning Rhine explores. 

It being cuftomary, as Gregory Nazianzen 
has remarked, to make this ordeal trial*. 
One wifhes, it is true, to fee more veffels on 
the Rhine ; but its navigation is impeded by 
heavy and injudicious taxation. The current 
is like wife extremely rapid, and veflels afcend 
with the greateft difficulty ; but large rafts of 
timber float down and give a peculiar charafter 
to the river. 

Inftead of proceeding by Mayence to 
Franckfort, we unfortunately took the road 
by Montabuer, Limbourg, and Konigflein, 
and were jumbled over a continuation of 
rocky ftones, to the imminent hazard of dif- 
locating our bones and breaking our carriage. 
We were obliged to fleep at Konigftein at a 
wretched inn, which, however, we exchanged 
next morning for the red houfe at Franck^ 
fort, one of the beft in Europe. 

Franckfort affords little gaiety to the 
flranger except at a coronation, or during 
the time of the fair, when the mornings are 

* Ks V080V ei/yavEOiS" pnvfi yipi9iyl» peeBpotf. 
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enlivened by the buftle of bufinefs, and the 
evenings pafs merrily in the relaxations of fuc- 
cefs and in the Ipirit of occafional indulgence. 
The chief ftreet in the town is ipacious ; the 
buildings fiich as wealthy merchants fliould. 
inhabit : but fome of the houfes are disfigured 
by painting and taftelefs embellifhments. 
The town is well governed by its two burgo- 
mafters and fenates. The adjacent depen*^ 
dencies, fituated in a flat plain, are marked 
out by four towers all vifible at once. The 
town is {aid to contain 30,000 inhabitants, 
Romanifts, Lutherans, Calvinifts, and Jews, 
all of which have now their places of public 
worfhip. The Lutheran Ipirit, however,^ 
prevails in the magiftrature. The Romanifts 
are not allowed to partake of the government, 
or to have a public proceffion of the hoft ; and 
the Calvinifts were, till lately, obliged to h^ye 
their churches at Bochenheim, in Hanau* 
The Jews are rich, but are compelled, by an. 
ufelefs and illiberal policy, to refide in a 
feparate part of the town : in that oppreffive 
Ipirit likewife with which they are every 
where marked out, they are obliged to fetch 
water to extinguifli every fire that happens at 
Franckfort. 

The 
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The trade of this town, ind indeed of 
Germany in general, is fuppofcd to decreafei 
Tince the export of German ebmmbdities, 
through Franckfort, fcarce amounts to a tenth 
of the imports from France, Holland, Italy, 
and other countries. The revenues, from 
cuftom and excife, and conti"ibution levies, 
amount to about 30,0001. per annuhi; 

Thofe who have introduction to the mer- 
chants of this town, may converfe with men of 
enlarged and liberal minds. The great refbrt of 
ftrangers has introduced a frdliknefs of man- 
ners 5 and the traveller eafily finds perfons as 
willing^ as they are well qualified, to Com- 
municate information* He may amufe him- 
felf alfo at the Cabinet literaire, whieh is well 
fupplied with books and foreign papers; The 
people at prefent have no public amufement, 
but that of repairing to a kind of vaux-hall 
Wood, doWn the Maine^ where they divert 
themfelves with more good-humour than 
elegance, in drinking and dancing the walfe, 
in which the man facing the woman em- 
braces, and turns her round with a double 
motion, like that (if the comparifon be not 
too lofty) which philofophers attribute to the 
earth revolving on its own ^xis, arid turning 
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'at the fame time round the fun. The repre- 
fentation which we faw, was coarfe ; but we 
readily underftood, why Werter fhould deter- 
mine that the woman whom he loved, and to 
whom he might have pretenfions, Ihould 
never do the walfe with, any other man. 
, The Maine is not beautiful near Franckfort. 
The houies on its banks are too clofe to each 
other, and have no lawns or gardens defcend-* 
ing to the river : they are built of wood or 
ftone, and are flated ; but bear no more marks 
of tafte in architedture than thofe at Dulwich.. 
The ramparts, as thofe of many other towns 
in Germany, are generally planted with 
limes, which finely fcent the air : they afford 
pleafant walks to the inhabitants. 



LtnTER 



( 35 ) 



LETTER V. 



FrAnckfort, July 4^ 

WE are juft returned here, after a few days 
excurfion to HefTe-Caffel, which is about one 
hundred miles from Franckfort. We paffed 
through fbme of the territories of the Land- 
grave of Heffe-Darmftat, and arrived, the firfl 
day, at Marburg, formerly an Imperial town, 
but now fubjeft to the prince of HefTe-Caffel. 

Marburg has but a mean appearance ; it is 
irregular and built on a linall eminence: 
the caftle, which overtops it, is faft verging 
to ruin ; it commands a view of a country 
Ibmewhat wild and romantic : the forround- 
ing hills are well-varied and well-wooded. 
The univerfity here, though (b near to Got- 
tingen, flourifhes. We look in vain, how- 
ever, for college edifices, amidft the poor 
buildinors of the town. 
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Marburg derives no oniamciU from the 
river Loghne, on which it is fituated. The 
waters of this ftream, however, though not 
brilliant, furnifh the largeft cray-fifli I ever 
law ; and it is remarkable, that they continue 
black after they are boiled, 

Erxlaben, the profeflbr of civil juriipru- 
dence in this univerfity, who was formerly 
tutor to my friend at Gottingen, fhewed us 
much attention. The profeflbrs are twenty-* 
four in number: the ftudents about three 
hundred and fifty, among which are three 
Englifh boys from Leeds. The public library 
contains a large coUeftion of books, in divi- 
nity, jurifprudence, and medicine. The 
belles lettres are but little cultivated here: 
the landgrave is the redor. 

From profeflbr Beauclair*s plan, who ftileg 
himfelf profefleur ordinaire en pedagogie, we 
learn that 30I. per ann. muft be paid for . 
board and inftruflion in French and German ; 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew muft be paid for 
feparately; each 4L per ann. Italian and 
Englifh, each 3I. Dutch and religion, 
each 2I. I OS. a curious ratio ! Inftruc- 
tion in religion Ihould not be the objefl of a 
feparate charge at an univerfity. There is no 
4 difference 
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difFerence in the price, whether a youth be 
taught the Romifh or the Reformed faith ; and 
the town furnifhes a Romifh and a Lutheran 
church. 

From Marburg to Caflel, the diftance is 
about fixty miles, through a country well 
diverfified. We noticed, amidft variety of 
vegetation, the beach and oak as very fine, 
and the weeping birch as remarkably elegant. 
The houfes, fcattered here and there through 
the country, are built in a bad ftile, with crofs 
and differently coloured beams,* like thofe in 
Chefhire. The white and flated houfes of 
Weftmoreland would adorn this country 
much, and appear to great efteft amidfl the 
foliage of its rich woods, and its elegant 
fcenery. 

Caflel is a mofl beautiful town : it fbme- 
what refembles Bath. We took up our abode 
in the circus ; the public buildings are hand- 
fbme, and have a claffical appearance ; the 
manege is light and elegant ; the pavilion is 
built in a good flile of architedure, and plea- 
fantly fituated in gardens perfumed and richly 
decorated with orange-trees ; and enlivened by 
the chearful notes of canary birds, which fly 
wild and unconfined about them. The mu- 
J? 3 feuRi 
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feum, which was built by the laft landgrave, " 
Frederick the fecond, to whom the town is 
indebted for many of its public ornaments, is 
a noble building : the library, a magnificerit 
room, 500 feet, I think, long, and 40 feet 
broad ; among the fine works which it con- 
tains, we noticed a manufcript of Thucydides, 
which fome Dutch editor, of that hiftorian, 
has collated; an Hebrew manufcript, of 
which the variations are publifhed by Kenni- 
cott ; and a Latin bible, publifhed at Mayence, 
or Mentz, in 1462, by John Fuft and Peter 
SchaefFer de Gernfheym (as they are defcribed 
in the title page); another copy of this edi- 
tion is in the Paris library ; it was probably 
the fecond or third edition, as a Latin bible 
was pubUftied at Mentz in 1452. 

The mufeum contains a valuable coUeftion 
of antique gems and ornaments, ftufFed 
beafts, ftatues, bufts, cork models of buildings 
of Rome, &c. &c. In the room of the ma- 
thematical inftruments here, we were fhewa 
a focus glafs which will burn wood in water^ 
There were only three of thefe glafles, made 
by a man, who is now dead, who was in the 
prince of Stolberg's fervice : the glafles are. 
faid alfo to difTolve diamonds. The account 

remiudQd 
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reminded us of the glafles of Archimedes. 
We {aw here. alio fome optical glaffes, fome- 
what upon the plan of thofe of Mr. Bradbury, 
who lately exhibited his deceptive reprefeh- 
tations in Bond-ftreet. 

The prefent landgrave, whofe . morals do 
but little credit to his religion, is, I believe, 
?i Calvinift. His landgravine, from whom 
he is feparated, is a Lutheran ; and her {pleeny 
feft has the afcendancy here. Romifh and 
calviniftical churches are allowed, but are not 
fofFered to have any bells, to fing a requiem 
in charity, or to warn their hearers by a 
memento of death ; to prohibit bells muft be 
confidered as very intolerant, if we confider 
their ufe and importance, which Spelman in 

a defcriptive couplet thus details ; 

» 

** Laudo deum verum, plebeoi voco, congrego clerum 
" Defunftos ploro, peftcm fugo, fefta decoro *.'* 

The God of Truth I praife ; the people call and prieft, 
■ I mourn the dead, expel the plague, and cheer the feaft. 

a fervice iiifficiently momentous, without tak- 
ing into the account that the found of bells 
has been fliperftitioufly iiippofed to be as tre- 
mendous to the powers of darknefs as thej 

♦ Durand'a Rational. 

D 4 crowing 
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crowing of the cock ; and that they contrU 
bute their affiftance very ufefuUy upon many- 
occafions in civil life. 

The Lutheran Ipirit has always been lefs^ 
tolerant than that of Calvinifm, departing, int; 
this refpeft, as well as in its general principles, 
lefs from the church of Rome than thatof othejc- 
Proteftant fefts : its oppreffive and perf^cut-^ 
ing temper abated. However, coniiderably ton 
wards the clofe of the laft century, when the 
authority of it§ lymbolical books began ta 
diminifh. The exertions of Maurice, land-, 
grave of Hefle, to reftrain the power of thci 
Lutherans, and the endeavours of William 
the fixth, his fucceflbr, to afFeft an wnipjii be- 
tween them and the member? of the Helvetic 
church, the dodrines of which had been in- 
troduced by Maurice, though they did not 
ejftablifh an uniformity of opinion, yet gradu- 
ally produced a fpirit of chriftian forbearance, 
and more liberal principles of toleration. 
At the conference held at Caflel in 1661^ 
when Mufaeus and Henrichius, profeflbrs at 
Rintelin, appeared on the fide of the Luthe- 
rans, and Curtius and Henichius aa advocates 
for the reformed church, the candour of thefe 
great and good men produced a declaration, 

tha^ 
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that their differences of opinion were not of 
iufficient importance to juftify a departure 
from fraternal union and peace. The Lu- 
therans did not immediately feel the influence 
of thefe juft and charitable lentiments, not- 
withftanding many good and able men, and 
particularly John Dureus, the benevolent and 
indefatigable Scotchman, laboured incefiantly 
to promote their operation ; but the progrefs 
of literature, and gradual improvement of 
knowledge, at laft brought the Lutheran 
churches to adopt the great maxim of the 
Arminians, " that chriftians were account- 
able to God alone for their religious fenti- 
ments ; and that no individual could be juftly 
punifhed by the magiftrate for his erroneous 
opinions, while he conduced himfelf like a 
virtuous and obedient fubje£l, and made na 
attempt to difturb the peace and order of 
civil fociety:*' A maxim upon which 
Mofheim well remarks, that " it were to 
be wiflied that this religious hberty, which 
the didates of equity muft approve, but of 
which the virtuous mind alone can make a 
wife and proper ufe, had never degenerated 
into that unbridled licentioufnefs that holds 
pothiog facred, bu^ with ai^ audacious inlb- 

lence 
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lence tramples under foot the iblemn truths 
of religion, and is conftantly endeavouring to 
throw contempt upon the relpedlable profeC- 
lion of its minifters*/* 

Toleration muft refult not from uifenfibi- 
lity to the inportance of religious opinions, or 
from any doubts of the certainty and evidence 
of truth, but from convidlion that chriftianity 
prohibits violence, and that its dodrines muft 
be propagated by reafbn and argument ; that 
it difdains a pretended and compulfivc aflent, 
and feeks for the teftimony of fincere and 
unbiaffed faith. 

Since this period the Ipirit of controvcrfy 
has often occafioned diffentions and popular 
dilputes difcreditable to the Lutheran church, 
but it has not produced any violent perfecu- 
tions. — ^But to return. 

The territory of the prince of Heflc-Caflel 
is fbmewhat deficient in fertility. The gene- 
ral wealth of the people does not correfpond 
with the opulence of the fovereign, whofe 
revenues exceed 200,oool. independently of 
the produce of his pofleffions in Hanau and 
his penfion from England, which is faid to 

* See Molheim. 

have 
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have occafioned the draining of the country 
of its ablefl men : fo that a fmall principaUty 
in Germany fiifFers from the American war. 
The ftate, however, of the German peafants 
is better than it was, for the princes have 
relaxed fome of their more oppreffive feudal 
claims, as particularly that, by which the lord 
obtained three or four days of gratuitous 
labour in each week ; more indulgence has, 
likewife, been fhewn as to the droits de la 
chalTe, both with refpeft to permiffion and 
pardon. Germany is divided into many finall 
ill-governed ftatcs, and fortunately; for 
otherwile, what power in Europe could 
withftand its confederate and united powers i^ 
While we were at CafTel, we of courfc 
drove to fee the Wafen Stein, where the prefent 
and preceding ele6tors have expended very 
large fums, in covering a hill with caftles, 
cafcades, temples, woods, gardens, &c. The 
grounds are dilpofed with great tafte ; and an 
Englifh park, with a few deer, is introduced 
to great advantage between the woods. The 
two buildings, in which the landgrave and his 
favorite countefs refide to the prejudice of his 
wife, though he remains upon friendly terms 
with her, aire elegant. With the Chinefe vil- 
lage 
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lage we found no fault ; it is whimfical and 
pretty ; but we were fhewn alio an apartment 
defigned as a reprcfentation of Tartarus ; the 
windows of which were inflamed with ftained 
glais, and which is filled with claffical figures 
of Orpheus and Eurydice, Pluto and Profer- 
pine,Tantalus,andIxion ; theDanaidae,Prome* 
theus, Hercules, Cerberus, and other mytho* 
logical perfbnages, who may as well ceafe to 
cxift except in poetical defcription. Such 
reprefentations are filly enough in a chriftian 
country; and they fometimes ferve only to 
excite ludicrous ideas on ferious fubjeils. — 
We returned to Franckfort by the fame roa4 
that we went. 
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Mentz, July 6, 

WE left Franckfort the day after our 
return from Caffel. The country improved 
in beauty as we approached Mayence, which 
is about twenty miles from Franckfort. 

Mayence, or Mentz, is finely fituated on the. 
influence of the Maine and Rhine. The 
adjacent country is covered with vineyards^ 
among which, not far diflant, is the pleafant 
village of Hockeim, where the famaus hock 
wine is produced, of which the Auguftines of 
Mayence and Franckfort have the exclufive 
poffeffion. In a good year, the dean and 
chapter gain izor 15,000 guilders by it. The 
cojpamon Rhine wine is foft and natural, and 
I do not wonder that Roger Afcham was 
apprehenfive, that when he returned to Eng- 
land he " could not lack it." Mayence, with 
its cathedral and palace, preients a grand ap- 
pearances 
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pearance to the traveller, who approaches it 
by the road. We entered it by the bridge of 
boats, which, if I recolleft rightly, extends 
766 feet acrofs the Rhine. This river, 
however, is near 1400 feet broad, where it 
receives the Maine, not far from the town. 

The palace of Martinfburg, in which tlic 
eledtor Frederick-Charles, who is of the 
antient family of Efthal refides, is a gothic 
building of the fifteenth century. It contains 
feveral magnificent and well-furniflied apart- 
ments which command a view of the Rhine, 
and the Rhindgau, but which exhibit but 
few pictures. 

The cathedral (for in defcribing towns one 
muft (peak of cathedrals and palaces, which 
bear the fame rank in cities that priefts and 
princes do in fociety) the cathedral, I fay, 
cannot be admired for its architecture, though 
the tower would be rather grand, if we could 
diveft it of Ibme trifling appendages, added by 
way of ornament. The foundations of the 
building were laid by archbifhop Conrade, in 
the twelfth century : on the principal door of 
this cathedral are infcribed two lines, which 
deferve to be noticed for their piety, at leaft, 
if not for their poetry. 

Hjec 
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** Haec qui templa fubis, ad coelum attollito menteflt , 
• ** Sintque proctil nugae ; fit fcelus omne procul." • 

Who enters here fhould lift to heaven his mind. 
And leave all trifles and all guilt behind. 

. There are ten collegiate churches at May- 
cnce, five convents for men and four fof 
women, which are certainly fufficient in 
proportion to the number of inhabitants^ 
which amounts to 30,000. The nobility 
pique themfelves much on the purity of 
their defcent ; and we* need not wonder at 
their attention to pedigree, for fome of the 
richeft offices of ecclefiaftical prefernxent can 
be filled only by thofe who can give proofs, 
7— not of untainted virtue, but untainted rank. 
The chapter preferves, in fome meafiire, 
its freedom of eleftion. It enjoys a revenue 
of near 300,000 guilders. The provoft's 
houfe indicates the affluence of his fituation : 
it is furnifhed with great Iplendor, and with 
more luxuriancy of tafte, fome think, than 
becpmes an ecclefiaftic. The clergy, how- 
ever, have eftabliflied a good rpputation here, 
by the propriety of their general conduft ; and 
the late and prefent elector have laboured 
very afliduoully for their reformation, and 

have 
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have fuppreffed fome monaneries, applying 
the buildings and revenue to good purpoies. 
The education of the people has been alio 
attended to ; and the reading of the fcriptures 
not difcouraged. Againft opulence, well 
employed, no man fhould murmur. The 
nobility here live in great ftate. The nar* 
row ftreets hardly allow a pafTagc for the 
old dignified carriages, as the narrownefi of 
modern reform would obftrud the difplay of 
ancient fplendor. 

In the iummer the higher ranks quit 
Mayence for their finall woodeu houies^ 
which are thrown prettily together, fbme« 
thing in the Tunbridge- Wells flile, about two 
or three miles from the town. Strangers, 
and particularly the Englifh, are well received 
at Mayence, and obtahi, without difficulty, 
admiflion to elegant fociety. The eleftor 
pays them great attention : he is indebted for 
much of his fplendor to an Englifhman ; fof 
St. Boniface, the apoftle of Germany who 
increaled greatly the value of this fee, at 
which he refided fome time. The extent 
and authority of the diocefe have been 
much leffened by the reformation and tho 
refentment of the- Bohemian kings. It 

formerly 
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formerly included all Suabia, Franc6riia, !Ba»' 
hernia, and almoft all Saxony, with part of 
Switzerland, Bavaria, and the Upper Rhine. 
It Is ftill, however, the richefi: fee in Europe, 
next to the Papacy, producing a revenue of* 
: i5Q,OQ0l. per annum, and comprehending 
the arch-biflioprick of Sprehgdl and eleven of 
the mofi confiderablc bifhoprics in Germany. 
The elediors of Mayence retain fome 
veftiges of their ancient power. In the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century the emperor 
paid allegiance to them ; and they influenced 
the elcdlion of the emperor. They ^re now 
greatly dependant on the emperor ; but as 
Ipealfers of the electoral college, have ap- 
pointments of diets under him, and have 
a privilege to order a re-examination of the 
proceedings of the Imperial courts* Thefe 
ancient rights are now, however, much 
difputed : civen the appeals from confiftories, 
of fiifFragans to him as vicar-general, fra 
uiiially decided by a reference to Rome. 
. . The eleftor's civil and military eftablifh- 
iiients jire too great for his reveriues : the 
outlines are not, however, filled up. Princes 
.when they decay in power ftill like to retai|ix 
the appearai^ce of their former gr^id^ur: 

Et the 



( so ) 

the folid is reliiiquiflied before the fplendid. 
Inftead of 8000 troops the eleftor has but 
•looo. The offices, however, for the higher 
fanks of dependant nobiUty are preferved. The 
feleaor*s territories are populous; and trade, 
which may {pread its fails along the Rhine, the 
Necker, and the Maine, and have intercourfe 
With Aifatia, the Palatinate, Franconia, Sua- 
bia, and the Netherlands, flourilhes with 
ibme fiiccefs. 

The eccleliaftical eleftoratcs are not fo 
much taxed or opprefled as thofe of temporal 
princes. Their governors have not luch 
large armies to ilipporty nor have they chil« 
dfen to portion for (plendid alliances; and 
they are not fo often engaged in war. 

The eleftor often relides at a fmail chateau 

near the town, called the Favorita, which 

overhangs the Rhine, on which he may look 

"^ith pleafore, as he draws about 6000I. 

^per annum ffbfn its cuftoms, befides io,ocoi. 

from an impeft on the wine made from thfce 

vineyards that adorn its banks. We faw Jiim 

receive the prince de Conde here, with his 

fon the duke de Bourbon, who came oa a 

'Vifit to him,* from Worms, where they refidte 

in the epifeopal- palace by the permilfion -df 

5 t^e 
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the elector. The J)o(refrors of Chantilly aorc 
indebted to a foreign prince for a houfe. 

Mayence is femous, as every one khov^'^ 
for having given birth to John Fauft, who 
was the reputed inventor of printing, which 
he difcovered and brought to confiderabk 
perfection, in concert with Guttenberg >aiid 
SchsefFen The pretenfions of thcfe men to 
the difcovery have been oppofed ; but theu 
opponents can produce no works printed before 
J 44.1, and indeed their claim may be iatisfac- 
torily defended. It is certain that a Bible wai 
publifhed, at]Vfey6nce, in 1450, or 145a, and 
that SchaefFer and Fauft, and Guttenberg^ la^ 
boured conjointly at it ; and that, probably^ 
this was the firft book ever printed *• In the 
Hbarary of the jefiiits there is a breviary, 
according to the rite of the church of 
Mayence, printed in 1509, which contaiiis 
this paffage : — *' ImprefTum moguntiae im- 
ptfifis et opctk hoftefti et prcvMi viri Joahnis 
ScheefFeri civis moguntini, cujus avus artis 
impreffionis fuit inventor et au£lor f 2" and 

* The fpcculum Vifse humanae ; the doftriiial and the 
giiammar of Gallus, which bear an earlier date, arc con- 
iiiciered as fpurious. 

t Pfinted at Mentz by the expence and hbonr of John 
&hicffer, -an lioneft and flcilful citizen of Mentz, whofc 

£ 2 grand* 
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in a permiflion to print Titus Livius, grant- 
ed by the emperor Maximilian in 1518, 
to John Schaeffer, it is (aid, " cum ficut do<fli 
et moniti fiimus fide dignorum teftimonio 
ingeniofum calcographicae authore avo tuo 
inventum felicibus incrementis in univerfum 
orbem permanaverit *.** 

At the benediftine college here, are pre- 
fcrved fome of the copies of the firft printed 
books. 

The author of La Voyage du Rhin led us, 
by a pompous defcription, to enquire for a 
garden and harpfichord, which formerly be- 
longed to a baron de Dunnewald : the baron 
was dead, the harpfichord fold, and the gar- 
den and hermitage fiich trumpery as could 
amufe only children: fuch are the diiap- 
pointments which travellers experience, who 
liften to the fidUons of Tour writers. Wc 
confbled ourielves in la grand allee, a f\ne 
walk between poplars, by the fide of the 
Rhine. 

graudfathcr was the inventor and improver of the art of 

printing. 

. * Since, as wc are informed by learned and credible 

leftimonies, the ingenious art of printing, invented by 

your grandfather, has fpread, with great improvements, 

over the whole world. 

LETTER 
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Basie, July II, 

LEAVING Mayence, we drove by Op- 
penheim to Worms, by the fide of the Rhincj- 
which fpreads itfelf between banks fringed 
with verdure to the edge of the water : its 
fweeps are finely broken by iflands. The' 
neighbouring hills, however, are lefs rich 
than thofe we have feen before. We did not 
flop at Worms, which feemed crouded with 
Frenchmen, whofe names mufl be flill 
terrible from traditional fears in this country, 
fince its towns yet bear marks of the devafla-. 
tion which they made towards the conclufiort 
of the lafl century, particularly Qppenheim 
and Worms, which were burnt, the formfer 
in 1668, the latter in 1669, ^^ confequence 
of the didates of Lewis the fourteenth, 
E 2 " Magnui 
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*^ Magnus ille gurges miferiarum atque atro- 
ciflimus turbo*/' who, from amidft the 
diffipation of a licentious court, gave orders 
tp defolate the territories of an harmlefs 
prince. 

Manheim is a very beautiful town; it is 
fortified after Cohorn's manner: its ftreets 
are fpacious and regular : fome coniider their 
regularity as irkfome after a continuance : 
one ihould not, however, quarrel with regu- 
Igjrity in works of art, and intended to appear 
as fiich. 

The electors palace is fituated at the junc- 
tion of the Rhine and Necker : it has littlo 
exterior beauty of architefture, though it has 
^e appearance of a palace. The colledion 
of pidures which it contains is extremelj: 
interefting; and, perhaps, no fovereign in 
Europe, except the pope, and the graod 
dul(;e of Tufcany, can boaft of two coUedions, 
ej^ual to thpiib of Duffeldorf and Manheim, 
Yernet's landfcapes, and Denner's portraits 

f "That gulph of miferics arwj mofl; deflru6live whirU 
*^ wind." 

S^.Orofiys fpcakir\g of Alexander, L 3, p. 7, 

here, 
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here, arc known by frequent defcriptionc 
We noticed fome of Brugl^eFs in a fiiperiot 
ftile. Hcflei's four allegorical pictures ot thf. 
four quarters of the globe, or rather hi§ laty- 
rical reprefentation of their chara£^;eri{Uc 
diftindions, deferve examination. 

As the town has but little trade it lufFer* 
much from the abfence of the court. Thq. 
eledlrefs, as fhe is called, refides at Okeriheiniy 
which is a few miles only from Manheim : 
the eldiflor, being of the Romifh faith, prefers 
Munich, as he there refides among bong 
catholiques ; for here, though fome of the. 
higher ranks profefs the religion of th? court, 
the bulk of the people has embraced the- 
reformed principles ; and the Calvinifts have 
the largeft portion of ecclefiaftical property. 
The people at Manheim iay, that the ^leftor*^ 
confeflbr teaches him, that it is more merito- 
rious to make heretics miferable than profef-, 
fors of the true faith : they feem, inde^d^ 
to have imbibed the democratic^J; fpifit ; but 
it (hews itfelf in too \ow an4 4ariqg; infojience 
to QpnciU^fee the high<er ranks tp its party, 
^political fubjeift;?, however, begiii to b(? dif- 
cuiled, ^^ the diicuffion will lead to the difr 
foyery q^ fome fobje^^for (^jifcoijtcnt. The; 
K^ plac9 
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place fwarms with refugee French ; the Table 
D'Hotes refbund with their noify politics^ 
fipon which converfation is in vain prohibited. 
The eleftor might with propriety refide at 
Munich, for Bavaria is a greater and more 
important poffeflion than the palatinate, fince 
it contains twice the number of inhabitants, 
and produces double the revenue of that 
country, even including the contribution of 
Berg and Juliers ; but greater attention fhould 
be paid to the government of the palatinate, 
which is now fubjeft to a corrupt adminiftra-r 
tion, and feverely and injudicioufly taxed. 

The public money is alio laviflily expended. 
The palatinate is efteemed the garden of 
Germany : it is better cultivated than Bavaria, 
and fvirnifhes the neighbouring countries of 
France and Switzerland with grain. The 
whole palatinate is not, however, computed 
to contain more than 220,000 men : its po- 
pulation has been thinned, however, by 
numbers- whom oppreffion and perfecutioii 
have driven to emigrate. 

Manheim itfelf contains near 25^000 inba-n 
bitants, inclvjding a garrifon of 5000 men* 
The fituation of the town, which was built 
in oppofition to Heidelberg, was injudiojoufly 

chofen ; 
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chofen : the water is very badand unwholefoine; 
aijd lefs advantage is derived from the neigh- 
bourhood of the Rhine than might have been 
cxpedted : it is not even lupplied with fifh from 
it, the ftream being too wide and too rapid for 
nets : and it is proverbially remarked at Man- 
heim, that unlefs the land be deluged and da- 
maged by inundations, the river is of no value. 
s^ After leaving Manheim we flopped a few 
miles from the town to look at the eleftor^s 
palace and gardens at Sqhweflingen : the 
palace is feldom thought worth the trouble of 
a vifit; the gardens are large, and adorned 
with canals, orangeries, ftatues, fountains, 
berceaus, amorous Neptunes, Cupids riding on 
fwans, flags, Ipouting water, &c. &c. very 
handfome to be fore ; 'but confidering that the 
eleftor feldom refides in this country, and has 
fo many palaces, it is hardly worth while t» 
fpcnd 40,000 guilders every year to keep 
them up. 

Inftead of taking the Heidelberg road from 
Jicnce, >vhich would not have led us to deviate 
much from our route, we drove over a fandy 
countr)', through woods of fir, about 30 
miles to Waghenfel ; and had, for the firflj 
time, rcafon to cpmpJain 9f a German inn, 

W^ghepfel 
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Waghenfel being but a fmall village: we left 
it, however, early next morning, and drove 
over rich tobacco lands, and through delight- 
ful woods, to Carlfiruhe, the chief refidence 
of the margrave of Baden, whofc beautiful 
territories run along the Rhine to the borders 
^f Switzerland, though feparated by ibme 
intervening diftrids. 

Carlfruhe is a very neat town and con* 
flrufted ia a remarkable manner, fince all the 
flreets are terminated with a front view of 
the palace ; and conftitute, as it were, the 
radii of an half circle. 

The palace of Carliruhe contains little dc- 
ferving notice, except a prince of much ac- 
quired information and folicitous to promote 
the happinefs of his fubjeds. His firfl wife 
was of the houfe of Darmftat : by her he had 
jhree children. He has fince married thp 
baronefs de Hochberg, who is not acknow* 
ledged as margravine. The hereditary prince, 
his fon, who likewife married into the houfe 
of Darmflat, has fix children. 

Strangers, and particularly Engliflimen^ 

who flay any time at Carlfruhe, are ufually 

invited to partake of the hofpitality an4 chear- 

^1 ple^jres of this coyrt : they arc received 

■ ' with 
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y^ith much afFability, and <line with l4ie 
margravq and his family. A few mouths, 
indeed, may be fpent with much -dvantaga 
^t the fmall courts of Germany. A ftranger, 
of auy coiiditipn or appearance, is privileged 
to affociate with men of elevated rank and 
intelligent minds : he becomes acquainted 
with new modes of life, and is formed to 
politeneils at the iame time that he is gratified 
by condefceckfion. We were too eager for 
Switzerland to avail ourlelves of the occafion. 

The Lutheran are the prevailing principles 
pf the margrave . and his fubjedts, though 
Roroifli and Calviniftical churches are eftab- 
Jifhed at Carlfiruhe and in other, parts of his 
dominions. 

At Raflade, 1 5 miles from Garlfruhe, we 
lopjked at another palace belonging to thQ, 
margrave, where we faw nothing remarkable, 
.f ^ccpt a cabinet of Turkiih arms taken from 
th^ Turks abojat a century lince, by an an- 
fgftor of the late margrave; and the room in 
which the treaty of Raftade was concluded, in 
J 714, by Villars and Eugene. From the top 
of this palace, which commands an extenfive 
profpedl, we difcerned, at about ten Iqagues 
dift^nce^ (he {pif^ of Straiburg; fatisfied 

.: ' with- 
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without taking a nearer view of that city, 
as we underftarid that the patriots of Franco 
lay fbme reftriftions on the exportation of 
Louis D'or?. We were informed here that 
the French, who entertain a fufpicious aver- 
fion to the German princes as the fuppofed 
favourers of the royal party, have lately taken 
pofTefiion of Ibme of the margrave's towns on 
the. French fide of the Rhine ; a meafurc as 
impolitic as unjuft. There is the appearance 
of preparation for war in this neighbourhood, 
to which t;he French arc flocking in great 
numbers, from Switzerland and other parts, 
fiace the rumour of the king's efcape, on the 
expedation of an invafion into France. At 
every town, at every village, at every table 
we meet with perfons of both fexes who have 
fled from the oppreflion and anarchy which 
prevail in that diftrafted country. What 
private diftrefs and mifery h^s this wild, 
and ill-condufted revolution occafioned ! In 
this palace, at Raftade, (here is a Romifli and 
9 Lutheran chapel. The oflScers and fervants 
are chofen iodifgriminately from both fefts, 
and live together, faid my guide", like brothers. 
In our drive to Bune, which is about;^ 
fwelve miles diftaut from Raftafie, we could 

not 



( ^I ) 

not but remark, how much the charafter oif 
this country muft be changed : for though the 
hills are topped with ruined caflles and broken 
walls, which add great beauty to the pi^u- 
refque fcenery of the country, where well- 
wooded, pafture, and arable land are delight- 
fully intermixed, not a modern houfe, of ap- 
pearance beyond a cottage, is to be feen. The 
people feem but thinly fcattered : the women, 
as in the time of Tacitus, are here and in 
other parts of Germany the chief labourers: 
they appear to have great ftrength and brawny 
limbs : they wear a very large ftraw hat, that 
is both parafbl and parapluie; and exhibits 
under Ihort petticoats, legs thick as any in 
Scotland and as little adorned with Ihoes and 
jftockings. 

. The country from Bune to Freiburg, in 
Bri{gaw, which is about fixty miles farther, is 
finely cultivated : the riling grounds are 
occafionally covered with vineyards ; and the 
valley of Rinfing, which flopes from a fine 
chain of hills into rich meadows and paftures, 
is animated with cattle. We pafled through 
fbme Imperial towns which profefe the Romiih 
faith ; and others, belonging to. the margrave 
of Baden, which are chiefly Lutheran. 

Freiburg 
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i^rtiburg was formerly the refidence i^f thfc 
fciflibps of Bafle, who quitted it in 1551, 
When the canton of Bafle joined in the 
Helvetic unioii. 

The cathedral is light and elegant, though 
disfigured by painting in the German tafte ': 
it contains a few piftures, by Holbein. We 
had already begun to anticipate in the Icenery 
of this countr}% in its lofty cultivated hillb 
the romantic beauties of Switzerland : arid 
after leaving Freiburg we difcovered the 
fnowy tops of the Swifs mouiitains. Wt 
remarked in yeflerday's and this day's journey 
that many of the trees were dead, and found 
that they were deftroyed by the leverity of 
the winter preceding the laft. 

The women of the country, between Frei- 
btirg and Bafle, wear their hair bound fancU 
fiilly enough with ribbon, though fome prefer 
a fmall hat crimpled up like a flirivelled 
nfftlfliroofn, which is very udw In this day's 
ride we took up, before our carriage, a refugefe 
cure, from Allace, who had been obliged fd 
ijuit his benefice for refufing to take the oaths 
iriconfifl:ent with his former profeffions: he 
cfcaped from the myrmidons of the na;tional 
affembly, with difficulty, by a concealed flight 

through 



< 63 ) 

through la vineyard ; had they taken him, he 
ihuft have been conveyed, for trial, to Orleans, 
We arrived; after a ride of about forty miley, 
at Baflc, by fix o'clock in the evening, or 
radier feven o'clock, reekonihg by the rdocks 
of Baflc, which, for fome rcafon not trell re- 
membered, are always an hour advanced. 
\ /e have taken up our abode at les Trois 
Rois, as they ftile the three eaftern iages. 
Out r(5oms overhang the Rhine, which runs 
rapid under our windows. We live here iik 
pleafant ibciety with Ibme French ladicS alia 
officers, whole fituatibn, iii jlpite 6f hd&GkSA 
|>rofpe£ts oif liberty to the nation, we catinot 
but compaffionate. 

' Bafle has been filled with emigrants ff^om 
France. Mirabeau, brother to the elbqMfent 
democrat, but attached to the royal caufei 
wa8 here for fbme time fupporting tnitif 
•mziiy of his party : but hgving given gfbk 
ijffence to the magiftrates by his converfititm 
and maftners, he was defired»t6 change K& 
abode; and venturing to appear a fecondtStiiei 
was peremptorily 6rdered to withdraw. ■' ♦ 
Bafle hasilb ftreets or building^ re^i^k^I^ 
for beauty I a piodern houfe or rwo^ dhdefeB^, 
exhibit ai^ftili of aix:hite£bure fujiericfrto the 
pfetiii chataasp^of tiife^teft df tl^e iowii-;- ^^ 
, * cathedral 
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cathedral is chiefly remarkable for con*' 
taining the tombs of Erafmus, and Gertrude 
wife of the emperor Rhodolph the firft : 
the ramparts are pleafant. Mr. Coxe reprc- 
fents the inhabitants of the town as fcarcely 
amounting to ii,ooo; but in this inftancc 
he appears to have been mifinfonned, as they 
certainly may be computed at 16,000 or 
1 7,000. The town appears, indeed, thin of 
inhabitants : the numbers decreafe becaufe the 
iurgherfhip is very rarely conferred on 
mrangers. The manners of the people ftrike 
us as plain and fimple : we fee no parade of 
equipage, no theatre, no buftleof bufmeis, no 
throngs of idlenefs. 

Mr. Mechel, the engraver, is generally 
vifited here by ftrangers : his colledtion of 
pidtures and prints is well worth feeing. Wc 
are indebted to him, among many other 
things, for having engraved the defigns which 
Rubens made from the famous Dance of 
Death, which is now perifhing from the walls 
of the church-yard of the praedicants' con- 
vent of the fuburbs of St. John, where it was 
Iketched, in memory of the efFedts of the 
plague, which happened during the feflion of 
the council affembled at Bafle^ in I4ji» 
This fuggefted to Holbein the idea of the 

reprefen* 
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teprefentation of the fame fubjed; and his 
rich fancy improved much upon the confined 
defcriptions of the firft painter, as wc learn, 
from Pollards defigns of Holbein's drawings. 
Mr. Mechel has publilhed alfb a very pretty 
edition of the Moriae Enconiium of Erafmus, 
with the Sketches of Holbem, defigned as 
illuftrations in the margin, the original of 
which is in the public library at Bafle. An 
tditioh of this work was publifhed by Patin in 
1 656; The ftory concerning thefe Sketches, 
though well kndwri, rnay be repeated. 
Erafmus ferit the book, on its firft appearance, 
to Holbein, who was fb pleafed with its lively 
defcriptions that he defigned the reprefenta- 
tions of Folly on the margin; and when that 
. was not fiifficiently widcj on pafted paper. 
Erafmiis perceiving that he had reprefented 
an amorous fool, by the figure of a fat Dutch 
lover hugging his bottle and his lais, wrote 
under it, Hans Holbein, the painter being 
much addifted to thefe amufing relaxations. 
Holbein, with equal delicacy retaliated, by 
drawing the portrait of Erafmus, as the niufty 
groper who bufied himfelf in fcraping together 
old manulcripts and antiquities, and wrote under 

f it 
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It Adagia, alluding to the work of Eralmus fo 
entitled. 

The library at Bafle exhibits, amidft a good 
colleclion of books, fome fine editions of the 
fifteenth century : it contains alfb fbmc ■ ma- 
nufcripts, among which is a Latin bible, a 
Greek copy of the gofpel, faid to be of the 
feventh century, and fome minutes of the 
council of Bafle, which difpute originality 
with thofe preferved in the Archives. 

At this library we were fhewn alfo fome 
manufcript letters of Erafinus to Boniface 
Amberbachius, a counfcUor of Bafle, whom 
he ftiles his incomparable friend. They 
were written between the years 1530 and 
1533; and are dated from Freiburg, in 
Brifgow, whither he retired from Bafle on ac* 
count of the revolution in civil and religious 
matters; and from whence he returned to 
Bafle in 1535, and died, there the following 
year. Thefe letters are not publiflied in the 
Leyden edition of his works. They contain 
fome interefliihg accounts with refpeft to 
contemporary chara(3:ers and events. He 
delcribes England as in conftifion, not only on 
account of the depofition of cardinal Wolfey^ 
but becaufe of the diflenfion between the 

king 
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king and queen Catherine, ftating, that Car- 
dinal Campeggio had left England with no 
other anfwer, relative to the projected divorce^ 
than this : "I think that the thing is of 
great importance, and that we (hould delibe- 
rate farther,'* though he was called on purpofe 
that he might fettle the affairs; and '.' leaft/' 
fays Erafriaus, " he fhould be faid to have 
done nothing, he took away a large fum of 
money from Calais, but the booty was inter- 
cepted by the king's contrivance, I do not 
doubt." 

In another letter he oblerves upon the 
fame fubjedl:, " that it is hard that a queen, who 
had lived fo many years with a king, had fo 
often mifcarried, and at laft prefented him 
with fo elegant a daughter, (hould be repudi- 
ated; and, notwithftanding, as he believed, 
from the opinion of phyficians, there was no 
hope^f offspring from the other/' " That he 
married," continues Erafmus, " the relid of 
his brother is not repugnant to the divine 
law; and, befide, the diploma of the pope has 
interpofed : but the king has declared before 
the people that he never was connefted with 
her. It is true, that when he was under the di- 

y 2 reiftiou 
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rcftion of tutors he vehemently ftruggldi 
againft receiving her as his wife : but when 
his tutors alarmed him with various fears, 
even left he (hould be fhaken from the 
throne, and after his depofition be flain, as is 
cuftomary there, he married her, but in iuch 
a manner as fiifficiently to (hew, that he did 
it unwillingly. If, indeed, he had abftained 
from intercourfe with her, and laying afide 
fears had early declared his mind, it woukl 
have been fbmething of the fame kind as did 
Lewis the Xllth, king of France, Some 
advife that the daughter ftiould marry one of 
the nobles, and that the offspring of that 
marriage fhould fucceed to the throne; but 
befide that, it is uncertain whether this would 
prevent difturbance, the king's declaration 
before the people, that he never had connec- 
tion with her, animo conjugis, is an obftacle, 
for this declaration renders her a ^aftard,. 
Nothing remains, even if it is to be regarded 
as a true marriage, but to coiilider whether it 
may be diipenfed with for the fake of the 
public tranquility.*^* 

Among trifling particulars relative to him- 
felf^ he requefts his friend to fend him a peii^ 

if 
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if be fliould be in pofleffion of one or two ;. 
adding that he had two which his friend had 
before given him, but they were too flender 
or foft (graciles) : a lingular requeft from a 
man, of whole printed works we have ten 
or eleven folio volumes. Pens muft have 
been then Icarce we may {uppofe. 

In another letter he ftates himfelf difpofed 
to receive a perfon, whom he calls Daniel, to 
boafid, but not in his houfe to fleep, as he had 
no Ipare chamber. He demands three florins 
for each month; but wifhes, with an art 
unworthy of Erafmus, that the perfon would 
lay, that he pays three and an half, becaufe 
another perfon, a Pole, paid as much ; or, at 
leaft, that he Ihould not mention the fum, 
but lay that he would pay what Eralinus 
Ihould alk : fuch ftipulations was Eralinus 
led, by his circumftances, to liibmit to. He 
complains, loon after, of wanting many things 
uecellary to relieve his infirmities^ and parti- 
cularly Ibme generous wine : that his moll 
intimate friends had become his moft violent 
enemies ; and that Ibme perfons, and particu- 
larly Ibmc monksjj determined to make him 
a Lutheran, whether with or againft his 
^ill; ^id that therefore, on both fides, he 
f 3 was 
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was torn by fbngs, and floned by petulant pub- 
lications. 

He appears, by his will, to have died pof- 
fefled of but little : he had fold his library, 
in part of payment for which, 200 florins 
were due to his executors. He leaves feme 
few legacies, of rings and gems, to different 
friends ; and the remainder of his property to 
Amberbachius, and to be diflributed in 
churches to old and infirm perfons, marriage- 
able girls, and boys of good promife, and on 
liich others as his friends and executors might 
think deferving. The original will of this 
great man, together with his ring, his feal, 
his fword, and knife and pencil, is preferved 
here, as alfo his pidures, which articles the 
magiftrates of Bafle, with a generous rever- 
ence for his memory, purchafed for 9000 
crowns, and gave or fold them to the 
univerfity. 

It is a natural and rational tafte to prize 
every relic of fiich a charafter, and to treafure 
up whatever tells us, 

" Sic oculos, fic ille manus, fic ora fercbat." 

jThe univerfity at Bafle does not flourifli. 
The library here contains fome antiques and 

fome 
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Ibme natural curiofities, with fome fine pic- 
tures and drawings of Holbein, which are 
highly preferved, and fhew the progreffive 
improvement of his pencil : fome of them 
were painted when he was. in his fixteenth 
yqar. It is a fa£l: well afcertained, that Hol- 
bein, like the painter Turpilius mentioned by 
Pliny, painted with his left hand *. Erafmus, 
we are told, was much gratified by the por- 
trait which he painted of him. 

We were pler.fed at this library to fee in the 
book, in which ftrangers are defired to write 
their names, that of Algernon Sydney con- 
joined with that of Frances Norton, who 
feems to have been his companion here in 
1663, when he had been on a vifit to general 
Ludlow : we were pleafed alfb to {ee that of lord 
North: " the ftatefman who,''asMr, Gibbon 
truly reprefents, ^^ in a long, a ftormy, and at 
length an uiifortu'nafe adminiftration, has had 
many political opponents almoft without a 
perfonal enemy ; who has retained, in his 
fall from power, many faithful and difinterefted 
friends ; and who, under the prefTure of a 
levere infirmity, enjoys the lively vigour of 

* Plin. Hift. Nat. 1. 35. c. 4. 
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his mind, and the felicity of his incomparable 
temper." *^ Lord North," fays the eloquent 
hiftorian, " will permit me to exprefs the feel- 
ings of friendfhip in the language of trath ; 
but even truth and friendfhip fliould be filcni 
if he ftill difj)enfed the fevours of the crown ;•* 
this, however, is fomcwhat of a parade of 
^fintereftednefs. It is certainly h6nourable 
with Gfarrick " to bow t% him whole courfc 
is done ;" but the rifing or the meridia^i fun 
jnay be hailed, if its rays arc really Iplendid, 
^nd the public will eafily difcriminate between 
the tribute of truth and the flatteries of inte- 
rcfted panegyrick. 

We rode one evening to fee the famous 
garden at Arlefheim : it is compofed of fomc 
plcafant walks, which afcend in a natural, 
cafy manner through wood?, on the fide of a 
hill, and which open upon fome fine points 
pf view over Alfatia and the adjacent countryl 
There are fome well-fontriyed grottos in the 
grounds ; in one of which is a bol^ reprelen*? 
tation of a Refurre(^ion, which is fo contrived 
as to prpduce a gre^t cfFed, But why are 
we not allowed to enjoy the beauty and foli- 
tude ' of tTie place, without encountering, at 
cyevy flep, an infcriptign to thrufl away our 
' ' • ' thoughtsi^ 
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j:boughts, and a conceit to difturb our re-: 
fleftions ? 

. At Arlefheim we met ovir friend tlie French 
Cure, who poured oi^f abundant ^atitude for 
fome little affiftance which we had afforded 
him, and introduced us, with great elation of 
(nind, to the grand Doyen of the chapter 
thtire, whigh confifts of (welycj regular canonSj^ 
who eleft the bifhop of Bafle, 
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LETTER VIII. 



SCHAFFHAUSEN, July l6. 

BEING now obliged to give up the poft, 
we hired horfes for our carriage, and bidets to 
ride ; and leaving Bafle on the 1 2th, rode 
about fix leagues by the fide of the Rhine, to 
Stein, a village delightfully fituated on that 
river. Here we accidentally met and flipped 
with Mr. Buxtorf (a defcendant, I believe, of 
the great rabbinical Buxtorf's, who were 
profeflbrs of Hebrew at Bafle,) and a tribune 
of that republic, Mr. Zofcnburgcr, a member 
of one of the councils, I know not of 
which ; but I know that they treated us with 
fiich attention, and difplayed luch friendly- 
qualities, that I (hall rejoice if the chances of 
life fliould throw us together again. How 
often, in travelling, do we form acquaintance 
with perfons whom we feerti to know only to 
regret the lofs of their fociety ! Our friends 

had 
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had been as deputies from Bafle to the gene- 
ral confederacy at Frauenfeld, and fhewed a 
joy at the prolpeft of rejoining then- families 
#n the morrow, which did honour to their 
hearts. They prepared punch for us j think- 
ing that every EngUfhman, like lord Bomfton 
ill Roufleau's Heloife, muft like punch. 

Stein is at the foot of fome hills which 
command a delicious prolpeft. We afcended 
to the fummit of one, which is diftinguiflied 
by a projefting rock, and had a magnificent 
view of fome hills richly clad, and of the 
river winding through a beautiful valley. At 
the firft entrance into Switzerland we wer^ 
ftruck with the greatnefs qf the materials 
which nature has to work on. 

We left our friends next day, early enough 
to mark the rich volume of vapour rolling 
along the top of the hills, which gradually 
diiperfed after a fullen morning, defcending 
occafionally in light fhowers, between which 
the fun enlivened an enchanting country : we 
rode through woods of oaks, and fpiry firs, by 
the foot of well-planted hills, 

** Whofe turf, whofe fhade, whofe flowers among, 
** Wanders the hoary Rhine along 
** His filvcr winding way." 

The 
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The Rhine has, indeed, more of the green 
than of the filver caft. 

Moft of the towns through which we 
paffed, after leaving Bafle, belong to the 
emperor, whofe territories Ikirt the frontiers 
of Switzerland : we flopped at Lauffenburg^ 
which is about fix miles from Stein, to look 
at its old caftle, and a fall of the Rbine^ 
which, pent up here in a narrow channel^ 
throws itfelf precipitoufly over rocks, when it 
meets with refiftance and foams in violent 
eddies with a boiling furface. 

At no great diftance from hence we flopped 
at Havenftcin, and afcended a fteep hill to 
examine the ruins qf a caftle which formerly 
belonged to the counts of Friburg, and which 
was thrown down by an earthquake in 1356. 
As it is on the frontiers of Soleure and Bafle^ 
it was doubtlefs formerly a place of fome im- 
portance. From its broken , walls we had a 
pleafmg view of the Rhine, and fome neigh-i 
bouring hills. 

Continuing our ride by the banks of the 
Rhine, at the foot of floping hills on which 
the vines climbed up, as it were, to meet 
the fun, we paffed by Coblence, a town 
of which the name, as well as that of Cob- 
lence 
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knee at the jun&ion of the Rhine and Mofellc^ 
is defcriptive of its fituation, being derived 
from Confluentia, for here the Aar and an- 
other river bring their waters to encreafe the 
broad and rapid ftream of the Rhine ; which, 
to ufe the fublime comparifon of Denhana 
with accumulated force, 

'^ Haftens to pay his tribute to the left, 
** Like mortal life to meet eternity*.*' 

What oceans of water muft it have rolled 
in fiiice the time of Tacitus, who fpeaks 
of the violence of its courie f . How often, 
after it has been loft in the fea, has it been, 

" By fomie fecret bern, 
^ Thence re- conveyed there to be loft again*?'* 

By. what admirable ceconomy does the fea 
difjx)fe of the vaft influx of waters which it 
receives from this and numberlefs other more 
abundant rivers? By what wonderful ar- 
rangement does the earth receive its regular 
and uninterrupted fiipplies from water raifed 
in vapour and defcending in fhowers ! 'Till 
I read Halley'^s accounts I could never fully 

* Cooper's HilL t Tacitas's Annals, L 2* c. 6^ 
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undcrftandhow, according to our moft philo^ 
Ibphical fbng, 

..** Water partqd from the fca 
." May increafc the river's tide: 
« To the bubblihg font repair, &c*." 

The current of the Rhine has, however, a 
rapidity which injures its beauty. A river 
Ihould glide gently through fuch a delightful 
country : befides, the rapidity of the ftream pre- 
vents its being navigable. No V^effcls are to be 
feen in the expanfe, noble as it is : and the 
few narrow-boarded boats which are hurried 
down its green currents toManheim,Mayeiice, 
and other parts, never to return, are paltry as 
the bean-fliell boats of cliildren, and add no 
beauty to the fcene. The occafional bridges 
thrown over the narrow parts of the river, 
contribute nothing to its ornament : they arc 
roofed with a kind of wooden pent-houfe, 
which is called Hasngewerk, and is erefted 
to prelerve them from rotting by the rain. 

The road from Bafle to SchafFhauzen is 
fometimes reprefented as uninterefting. Whe- 
ther it were the efFedt of the firft impreffion 
of Swifs views I know not, but I never was 
more pleafed with a ride; and 'till I Ihall be 

* Opera of Arta'ccrxes. 

undeceived 



tindeceived by the appearance of more beauti- 

■ ful fcenery, fhall think that Mn Gilpin would 

here derive a confirmation of* his opinion, that 

the chief beauties of a country are to be found 

• on the banks of its rivers. The cottager on 
the hiHs are certainly pidurefque ; ;ifidy re- 

• femble thofe which we have feen ill the 
neighbouring parts of Germany, being built 

' of dark fir with projefting roofs. The dreis 
of the men has an antique ca{l, they wear a 
kind of puffed Spanilh breeches. 

We dined at Lauchingen : it belongs to 
prince Schwartzenburg, and is on the verge 
of the Black Foreft, which is the largeft forefl: 

• in Germany, and faid to be fixty days journey 
in extent. 

We arrived late at SchafFhaufen, having 
deviated from our road to fee the ruins of a 
very fine caflle, fituated on a lofty hill about 
two miles from Lauchingen; from whence 

• we had a view of a vaft circumference 
of country, of fields and mountains covered 
with fnow. 

SchafFhaufen, the capital of the fmallefl: 
canton in Switzerland, exhibits an appearance 
of republican equality. The houfes are plain 
and fbmewhat dirty : there is no contrail of 

3 difpro- 
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diiproportioiiate iplendor ; no palace to cyclic 
the envy of the neighbouring buildings : pa 
the other hand^ there is no edifice for the 
ibanger to admire ; ho nionument for national 
vanity or tafte to point out. The free ftatesi 
of antiquity, long before the private citizen 
Ivas well lodged, erected public edifices with 
emulation of ornament; and republics, as 
well as monarchies, had magnificent baths, 
theatres, and temples. The genius of Swit- 
^serland is different : the Swifs are not rich ; 
they are fond of fimplicity, and confider, with 
a jealous eye, whatever indicates the approach 
of luxury and foreign tafte. The fortrefe, 
and the curious bridge by Ulric Grubenman, 
of TufFen, were the only public works that 
attradted our attention. 

There appear to be few diftindions of rank 
obferved in this country : our hoft is of the 
great council, and a captain in the ifervice of 
the ftate. In little republics where every niart 
has fome education, where the adminifti^atign 
of government is very fimple, and where iti 
views are limited to the management of a final! 
diftria, every man, almoft, is qualified to fill 
the petty offices of ftate. In larger commuf- 
liities, where the direitiou of affairs m[uft 

heceffaril/ 
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heceflarily be entangled with many difficulties 
and embarralTments, a complication of im- 
portant interefts calls for intelligent and ex-» 
perienced guides. It is not every mim, with 
the capacity of a conAable, or mayor, that is 
qualified to become a minifter: and in ex- 
tended fbcieties of men, the eligibility of 
every man to offices of truft^ any farther than 
as the term implies Competent talents iand 
re{pe£tability, is a delufion fit only to rniflead 
a mob. 

The firft 6bje£l, after our arrival at SchafF- 
haufen, was to fee the fall of the Rhinej 
whither we drove as foon as the weather, which 
is now rainy, would permit. Defcriptions of 
jfuch fcenes are always faint : fomething^ 
however^ may be attempted. The whole 
river, after rirtapling and foaming over feveral 
fcattered breakers, runs, by different channels, 
againft fome beautiful rocks which rife feVeral 
feet from the water. Covered with fhrubby 
wood i beat back from thefe it ruflies. rounds 
And by three grand openings precipitates its 
fall,^ in accumulated mafTes, for fifty or fixty 
feet perpendicular, raging and foaming with 
\irohdcrful violence, and throwing up a thick 
duft aiid (hower of fpray. In the vievr from 

Q the 



( 82 ) 

the fronts as the banks approach ifi the per* 
fpedkive, the river appears almoft furrounded 
by a fine amphitheatre of hills richly covered 
with trees. After viewing it at the bottom 
of the defcent, and looking up at its arched 
fall, and after contemplating its broad and 
magnificent front from the beach, we eroded 
over in a little boat to die cafUe of Lauffen« 
in which a bailifF, from Zurich, refides* 
From the room there, which overhangs the 
cataraft, we iaw the river, under different 
circumflances, if^-eading into great variety of 
furface before its fall : in fome parts gliding 
finooth and tranfparent over pohihed and^ 
rounded fwellings of rock ; in others, brc^en, 
ihowy, and unequal, till it rufhes headlong 
down its fleep defcent. We wifhed to con- 
template this amazing fall in every point of 
view, and therefore defcended to the planks 
and beach beneath it, and were covered by its 
Ipray and flunned by its noife. One of ou» 
company iketched on the wall of the room, 

'* Currite prxcipitcs fliivii, fi linquitis arva 
** Grata> per ornatos currere reftat agros/' 

Flow fwift, ye ftrcams, though quitting grateful plains^ 
For ftill through chearful fcenes your courfe remains. 

Wc 
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Wc whhed to have proceeded to the Bene- 
divine convent, on the banks of the Rhine, 
but the evening began to clofe, and our minds 
were filled with reflections on what we had 
already ieen» 

We had no introduction to perKbns refident 
at Schaffhaufen, and contented ourlelves with 
the Ibciety of our Table D*Hote, which 
confifted of crOr hoft and fbme travellers, both 
Swifs and foreigners, who afford us often in- 
terefting conveffation. 

An evening or two fince we were prefent 
at a fifher-woman^s wedding, at which the 
bride and bridegroom^s frieads were dancing 
the walfe with much apparent glee and good- 
humour; the iiimptuary laws, which prohi- 
bit dancing, being fufpended ocpafionally by 
order of the magiibrates, who diipenfe with 
them on the payment of ^ frnall fine. The 
people were pleafed to ice that we partook of 
their merriment, to which contributed 

^< Rifus, blanditise, procacitates, 

'^ Lufus, nequitise, facctiaeque, 

** Jocif deliciacque et illecebrse, 

** Et ful^iria, et ofcula» ct fufurri i 

'^ Et quicquid male fana corda amantum 

^< Blandis ebria fafcinat venenis*.*' 

^ Buchanan's Hendecaflyl, in ^eaeram. 

G jl J^aughtcr, 
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Laughter, ogIc9, roguiflinefs; 
Sports, and mirth, and wantonnefs ; 
Jokes, delights, and wily fnarcs ; 
Sighs, and kilTes, whifpers, airs: 
Whate'er could love's bewildered fancy fire. 
Drunk with delicious poifon of defire. 

There was a profufe fupper, at which a col- 
leftion was made, as is ufiial at Swifs weddings, 
for the dowry of the bride. We were taken 
yefterday to fee a private coUeftion of natural 
curiofities here : the fhells and petrefaftions 
are particularly fine ; and the fpecimens of 
petrefied fands, impreflcd with figures of fifh, 
are very perfed and curious. 
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LETTER IX. 



Constance, July 19. 

AFTER leaving SchafFhaufen we drove 
twelve miles to Stein, which is finely fituated 
on the Rhine, where it appears with the ex- 
panfion of a lake, and forms the Zeller Sea^ 
or inferior lake. It is an independent town, 
under the protedion of the eight ancient 
cantons ; near it is a citadel, called Klingen, 
from whence it is' cuftomary to falute, with 
cannon, all traveller^ who arrive with four 
horfes to their carriage ; as we had but three 
to our chaife, we did not receive the honour. 
Had the day been favourable we (hould have 
iailed from hence to Conilance ; but as it was 
lowering and iqually 

** We took by land a courfe more promifing than a 
^^ wild dedication of ourfelves to unpathed waters-r-t,** 
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md had a beautiful drive along the Rhine, 
whofe banks are adorned to the edge with 
pifturefque villages aitd fcattercd white houfcs 
projefting beautifully intq the water. The 
liui occafionally broke through a gloomy fky 
and enlivened the delightful fcenery of pai^ 
tures and vineyards, the latter of which^ in 
Switzerland, rife up with very lofty poles^ 
and are h& regular and fonnal than thofe in 
France, We flept at a fmall village of 
Stuchhohn, where, as our hoft was a butcher| 
our fuppcr was better than our beds. The 
church ierves alternately for the Romanifts 
and Calvinifts of the village* 

The next morning we ikirted the margin 
of the lake, about three or four miles, to % 
fmall village called Manebach, whence we 
rowed about a rpile acrofs the lake to the 
little iiland of Richenau, which is about 4 
league and half in length, and a mile in 
breadth. Tlie ifland, and feme territory ad* 
jacent to the lake, belong to a convent in the 
ifland which is fiibjedl to the biihop of CoiH 
ftance, and which formerly was filled with 
between five and fix hundred Bened^^lineg=; 
it at prefent entertains only ten, received frcw^ 
4jff^f ent co|iyents, for an o^cafional refideace^ 
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The library contains many ancient n^auu* 
Icripts and books. The fuperior and moaks> 
^v'ho were willing to fhew us every thing 
curious that they poflefled, exhibited to our 
incredulous eyes one of the veflels in which 
our Saviour performed his firft miracle of 
Cana, by turning water into wine ; but as it 
was the hour of dinner at the convent^ we 
were not permitted to fee the blood which 
our Saviour fhed, and which is iaid to be pre* 
ierved here, notwithfbanding the reaibnable 
plea which we urged againft the rule, as not 
applicable to us, for though the good Withers 
had dined, we had not. They conibled us, 
howfver, by a fight of the tooth of St, Mark, 
as likewife by that of an enormous ^g which 
mafticated food for Charles le Gtos^ fixnetime 
emperor and king of France, who retired and 
died here after his depofition in 887, leaving 
the remains of weak and defpifed ibvej-eignty, 
to be interred in ground coniecrated to re- 
pentance and mortification. 

The prefent of Charlemagne was alio of 
courie exhibited among the treafures, though 
n<Hie of us could decide whether it were an 
emerald or a piece of ipathfluor^ 

c^ Wf 
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We afterwards called at the bailifTs cafUci 
^ho receives about lool. per ami. as governor 
of the ifland, a fum inadequate to the fupport 
of his office and family, as his unfumiflied 
rooms and apparent poverty did fadly teftify. 
We dined at this pretty ifland, at a fmall houfe 
in an inUnd Ipot of green, from which the 
whole lake was concealed; and afterwards 
enjoyed, from an eminence in the centre, a 
view of the whole territory, the lake, and the 
fortrefs of Haut-viel on a diilant rock, which 
belongs to- the duke of Wirtenberg. In the 
evening we returned to the continent, and 
drove three or fqur rpiles to Cojiftancc, which 
is built on an unconmionly fine fituation be- 
tween the two lakes. 

This onge populous city, which flourifhed 
while the Reformed faith was eftablifhed, 
began to decline as foon as the Romifli rcli-r 
gion was again fet qp under Charles the fifth, 
in oppofition to the endeavours' of the league 
of Smalkalde. Though it is fo finely fituated 
for trade, the repeated attempts which have 
been made to eftabliih manufa£tories have 
always failed. The diftance from Vienna, 
the jealoufy of the fenate of Conftance, ^9 
pride of the nobility, a^id the fpirit of the 

Kornifl^ 
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Romifh religion which is unpropitious to 
trade, have been enumerated amidft the caufes 
that have contributed to ftifle the exertions 
of the Swifs. The town has the appearance 
of decline; it contains about 6000 inhabi- 
tants ; but its deferted ftreets would not be too 
much thronged by ten times that number; 
they retain, however, fomewhat of elegance: 
and the quay, the adjacent white buildings, 
refledled by the tranlparent waters of the lake; 
the neighbouring convents, and the view of 
the fnowy furrowed mountains of Appenzel, 
give a ftriking and interefting charafter to the 
town. As we ftroU along its iblitary flxeets 
we refleft on its hiftory and lament its de« 
parted grandeur. The room in which the 
council was held in 141 4, which contributed 
to inculcate the fiibjedion of the papal power 
to general councils, is now a repofitory for 
lumber, old armour, watermen's jackets, &c. 
The emperor's and the pope's chair are flill 
there. 

At the Benediftine convent we were fhewn 
fome cabinets of natural hiftory ; at the ca- 
thedral a fine altar ; and, from the tower, a 
ilriking view of the two lakes. 

Ycfterday 
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Ycfter^ay we vifited the ifland of Meinau, 
;in the Superior Liake or Boden Sea: it is 
about a league diftance from Conflance, and 
is entered^ from the fliore, by a long bridge 
of planks : it is a beautiful clump of land^ of 
about ] 50 acres, covered with vineyards and 
luxuriant trees. The governor, who is chief 
of the knights of the teutonic order, to which 
the ifland belongs, lives in a caftle here, 
which has fome fine rooms that command a 
magnificent view of the lake and its noble 
environs, a view fiiperior to any that the grand 
matters anciently enjoyed from Acre or Mar 
rienburg, the feats of their firfl refidence. 
The caftle, however, prefents but a faint 
image of the ancient iplendor of the grand 
mafters, who^ fince Walter of Cromberg was 
put under the ban of the empire, have never 
recovered their opulence and power. We 
iaw no grand marflial, no grand holpitaler or 
treafiirer. 

The chief keeps up fome ftate ; we could 
not fee him, and therefore did not profit by 
the hofpitality which Mr. Coxe celebrates, 
though we had an introductory meflage ta 
him, from a relation whom we had met at 
Mayence; we dined therefore at a fmall 
8 village. 
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village, ata littlcdiftance from the ifland, and 
jllterwards ftroUed about the neighbouring 
gn^nds, and vineyards, from whence we. had 
ibme incomparable views of the lake and adja«» 
cent country ,ibmewhat fimilar to thofe enjoyed 
:from the ifle of Wight. We feparated from 
each other to enjoy our own refledions. 
There is a melancholy and ibothing pleaiiire 
in viewing the grand fcenes of nature; and 
when we arc ftruck with unexpected beauties, 
the mind dwelk with very feeHng intereft on 
the fentiments which arife from recollection 
of what we have formerly read and thought 
on ilibjcifb connected with the places and 
objeCb which we contemplate. Ideas of 
diftance bring back the memory of abfent and 
departed friends, to whom we wifh that we 
could conmxunicate our prefent fenfations, 
and our reflections on paft periods,, and icends 
never to return. 

As the night approached we drove back to 
Conftance and fiipped with Mr. Garvy, an 
£nglij(b painter, who talked with great plea- 
fvre on the beauties of this country. 



LETTER 



( 9^ ) 



LETTER X. 



St. Gallens, July ai, 1791. 

LEAVING Conftancc on the evening of 
the 19th, we travelled through vineyards and 
orchards, by the fide of the lake, till we were 
overtaken by the night, accompanied with 
rain and lightning. The road being very bad, 
we arrived, with fome difficulty and danger, 
under the direftion of a guide, who preceded 
us with a lanthern, at a finall village, called 
Hoof, near Romanfhorn, in the canton of St. 
Gajlen, where the civil pofleflbrs of an indif- 
ferent houfe accommodated us with fifh and 
decent beds. 

The nexb morning we found, that as the 
lake had confiderably fwelled, our carriage 
could not l>afs by the conunon road, which 
runs clofe to the lake : we therefore hired a 
veffel large enough to receive ourfelves and 
the chaife ; and fending the horfes by land, 

- we 



( 93 ) 

we failed to Rofchah, a finall burgh belonging 
to the abbot of St. Gallen. The fliores on 
each fide of the lake are rich and pleafingly 
adorned with variety of ground and buildings. 
The Thurgau, with its fcattered farms and 
paftures, reminded me of Weftmoreland ; but 
the houfes were not white. We landed early 
at Rofchah, which is a chearful town, with 
the apparent opulence of trade. After dinner 
we walked about half a mile, to the convent 
of Monaberg, which, though a religious 
cftablifliment, was erefted, in 1489, with the 
uncharitable defign of injuring the town of 
St. Gall. The people of St. Gall and Appen- 
zel demoliflied, however, the firft building 
before it was finiflied ; and it was re-built in 
the year following. The Stadtholder of St. 
Gall, and three other conventuals, refide here, 
and provide for the affairs of government 
conjointly with the council palatine of St. 
Gall. TheMew of the lake, from the convent, 
is extenfive and grand. The magazine, at 
Rofchah, is a large and handfome building. 
There is a great market for corn here, which 
is brought acrols the lake from Suabia. 
There is alio a confiderable trade in cloths, 
though that, as well as the Swifs manufactures 

in 
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in general, have fvifFered mucii from the 
treaty of commerce eftablifhed between 
England and France. 

Adjacent to the town is a large common, 
where the fubjedh of the diftrifk take the 
oaths of fidelity to the abbot of St. Gall, after 
his ele^ion, and to the deputies of the four 
cantons, Zurich, Laicerne, Claris, and 
Schweitz, who are protedors and co«regents. 
The abbot is defied, at St* Gall, by a chapter 
of ieventy*two Benedictines, under who& 
direftton he a£t$* He is a titubr prince of the 
empire. From Rofcbah to St. Gall we had 
a drive of two leagues, admiring the beautiful 
hills richly dotted with cottages, on which an 
evening iiin (hed its chearful rays after a 
Ihowery morning. 

St. Gallais, or St. Gall, is a chearftd clean 
town, fituated in a fine welU watered valley^ 
in the centre of the abbot's territories, who, 
himfelf reciprocally, is furrpunded by the 
town, which is independent of hita. Its in- 
habitants are proteftants, and have been oftea 
engaged in very fcrious dilputes with the 
abbot. The prefent prince, however, has 
conciliated the people by his conduA. 

The 
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The deformities of the Swifs architedlure 
are rendered more glaring, at St. Gailens, by 
the ftrong colours with which the houfes arc 
fantaftically painted. Our uin was but very 
indifferent, and we were obliged to live, upon 
republican principles, in the fame room with 
our fervants. 

At the Benedi£tine convent, where the 
abbot refides, there is a noble library very 
rich in manuscripts ; among which I was 
fhewn part of a manufcript of Virgil, laid to 
be written in the fourth century : a Greek 
manufcript of the gofpels, of the tenth cen* 
tury, remarkable for the omiffion of the ftory 
of the adulterefs from the eighth chapter of 
St. John ; a blank Ipace is, however, left for 
its infertion. There are no Greek manu- 
fcripts of the epiftles ; but in a Latin manu- 
fcript, laid to be of the tenth century, the 
controverted text, in the firft epiftle of St. 
John, is not to be found. In another Latin 
manufcript, of the tenth or eleventh century, 
it is in the margin* In one of the twelfth 
century the text is imperfe£l, for the words 
" et hi tres unum funt,*' " and thefe three 
are one,*' were omitted. In another manu- 
fcript of the twelfth or thirteenth century, 

the 
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the whole paflage is in the text : the autho- 
rity of this text refts, perhaps, chiefly on the 
vulgatc; and, therefore, attention to every 
Latin manufcript is important. 

The other grounds, however, 6n which its 
authenticity has been defended, are not unde- 
ferving of our notice, even if we wave the 
confideration of the Greek manufcripts^ 

There is an excellent catalogue^ with judi- 
tious obfervations, in this library ; the author 
of which remarks, in fupport of the text^ that 
Tertullian alludes to it*, and St. Cyprian Cites 
it ; and, indeed, notwithftanding the evafive 
conftruftions which have been offered on the 
paflages, St. Cyprian muft be admitted to refer 
to it in one f if not in two places J, by a very 
marked and precife citation. St. Jerom alfb 
muft be allowed to have contributed to eftab^ 
lifli the authority of the text, if we admit that 
theepiftle, inwhichhelpeaksofit, and which 
though omitted in the edition of his works, 
by Erafrnus has been confidered as genuine, 
be really authentic § : leaving, however, the 
controverfy to Mr. Porfon and Mr« Travis, it 

• Tertullian Prax. c. 25. 

f Cyprian, de Unitat. Ecclcf. § 5. p. 77. edit. FcIL 
± Epift 73, ad Jubaian. p. 316. 
• -^ ^-Cyprian, p. 79. note I4 edit* Fell. 

tnay 
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may be obferved, without defigii to join in 
impeaching the verfc, that fortunately the 
do£b:ine of the Trinity does not reft on this 
fingle text, but on the concurrent evidence of 
many paflages, on the uniform declarations of 
fcripture, and on the confiftent ftatement of 
die defign and efFe£l:$ of the atonement. 

The town library here is faid to contain 
fome letters of the firft reformers j but having 
had enough of books at the convent, we 
were more difpofcd to attend to other ob- 
je^s of curiofity* 

The linen manufa£lure has flouriflied at 
St, Gallcn for many years, and ftill preferves 
its reputation. Its efFeds are very fenfibly 
felt ill the competent wealth which it has 
diffufed through all ranks. The fields near 
the town are covered with its bieacheries. 
The flax which is uied, grows in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the linens are trani^orted into 
diderent countries on mules. 

As we mean to vifit the lefler cantons, and 
as that Tour can only be performed on horfc- 
back, we have fent a fervant with our car- 
riage to Zurich, whence the horfes that 
have brought us from Bafle will be dif- 
charged. 

H LETTER 
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LETTER XL 



Glarus, July 28. 

WE arrived here on the 26th after an in- 
terefting Tour, in which, if you follow me> 
you muft fometimes toil over tedious moun- 
tains, and fometimes endanger your neck over 
tremendous precipices. The guide whom we 
hired at St. Gall, who was a ragged chearful 
fcUow, conduced us through a wild and ro- 
mantic country to Gaifle^ our road winding 
round the edg^s of hills, the fides and the b^s 
of which were covered with lofty and afpiring 
firs. 

Gaiflc is a village of Rhodes Exterior^ 
which is the Proteftant divifion of the county 
of AppenzeL The neighbouring hills are 
naked of trees, but covered with woodeft 
boufes, roofed. with poliflied fir, cut like tiles^ 
which are remarkably neat. Thefe houic& 
belong chiefly to the muflin manufadhirers,^ 

who 
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who enjt)y competence and liberty on their 
healthy mountains. Each houfe is lurrounded 
by its little territory ; and every hill, in fpite 
of the natural poverty of the foil. Is animated 
with population. 

The village of GaifTe is as much refbrted to 
as Abergavenny in Wales, for the benefit of 
drinking the goat's whey, which is brought 
everytnorning from a neighbouring mountain, 
and which is confidered as very efficacious in 
purifying the blood. It is fuppofed to derive 
its medicinal qualities from fbmeveryfalutary 
herbs on which the goats brouze. The place 
is moft frequented about the time of Eafter. 
The fbciety of le Boeuf, the chief inn,.afForded 
us Ibme converfation, though but a bad fpeci- 
xnen of the Swifs beauty and tafte. It would be 
faftidious, however, to rejeft good-humour in 
the mountains of a fmall canton in Switzer- 
land, becaufe unaccompanied with the ele- 
gance of Tunbridge or even of Matlock. 
After dinner we were perfuaded to walk about 
two miles to the brow of a hill, from v/hich 
^we had a grand rude profpedl of Ibme frown- 
ing mountains, at the bottom of which the 
Rhine winds fluggilhly through a black 
valley. On our return we were led, by 

H 2 people 
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road. My companions fucceflively declined 
the enterprize, though (hey afcendcd high 
enough to enjoy a fine view of the lake of 
Conftance, and to fee an hermit who has 
lived here in penitential refl:ri(3:ions for eight 
years. After their defertion I paffed by ^ 
narrow projedling edge of the rock, holding 
by a rope, which fbme friendly attention had 
fixed in the fide, to the hermitage, where I 
tolled the bell to announce my arrival. 
Having examined the chapel, which has an 
altar with trumpery decorations, dawbings, 
and infcriptions, I looked into Ibme dark 
caverns and excavations, in which the pea- 
fants, who refide on the top of the mountain, 
keep their milk. I afterwards paffed through 
an opening of the rock, from one of the 
caverns, which refembled the nymphaeum, or 
cave of Archidamus,- defer ibed by Chandler as 
exifting in Attica *, and crawled up the fteep 
rocky fide of the mountain. Having at 
length, with great labour, attained the brow, 
as I haftened to the fummit I faw a thick mift 
furround the whole circle, and ihut up the 
grand and extenfive prolped, of which I had 
fcarce caught a glimpfe. 

Chandler's Attic, ch. 3a. p. 149, 

Such, 
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- Such, thou^t I, is often the 'mortifying 
cloud which, after a toilfome exertion in life, 
doles, on the bright fcenes that we had ex- 
pc6:ed to enjoy : dilappointment hangs over, 
us, or 

*^ Nigris imminet alis 
" Et curfu in medio mors intercludit euntem *." 

Death, with fable wings difplay'd. 
Hangs o'er our courfe, and wraps us in his fhade. 

At temporary dilappointment§, however, 
the Chriftian fhould fmile, intent on the pro* 
Ipedts where no clouds can interfere. 

The mift continued impenetrably^ thick 
while I flayed. I was foon lurrounded by 
forxje mountaineers, of whofe jargon I could 
underftand nothing but that they wanted 
money, which I thought it prudent to give 
them. 

After examining a great cleft in the moun- 
tain, which contained a large quantity of jQiow 
that has probably remained there for many 
years, I began to defcend; the fearlefs boy 
who conduced me, went on with the confi- 
dence aud adiyity of a mpuntain goat, by a 
route Afferent from that by which we had 

t HawkinjB BroMrne's Poem, De Immortalitate Animi. 
H 4 afcended : 
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afctndcd: I, relying, on his knowledge, fol- 
bwcd him fome yards, though under the 
•- ncceffity of defcending on my fide, and of 
holding by bits of rock, feniible of infal* 
lible death if I fhould once lofe ^my hold. 
We fbon arrived at a fteep ridge of fwarxi, 
hanging over a perpendicular precipice, which 
the boy was preparing to pafs. I could fee 
nothings however, by which I could poffibly 
keep myfelf from falling, and therefore in- 
fifted, very vehemently, on his return, though 
it was with fbpie difficulty that I could 
communicate my Orders to his German con- 
ceptions by figns and gefticulations ; we again, 
however, mounted with much toil, and he at 
laft conduced me by a lefs tremendous, 
though very precipitous path. We paffed 
through a wood of firs; and while I waS 
clinging, with apprehenfion, to the friendly 
roots and rocks, in a defcent often perpendi- 
cular, the boy was rambling, on all fides, for 
wood-ftrawberries, with which he refreflied 
me. 

After fome hours I arrived fafe and joined 
my friends, who had been much alarmed on 
my account; and I was very thankful for 
having thus efcaped the dangers of my firft 

alpine 
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alpine expedition, which you fee I have de- 
tailed with the minutenefs of a traveller inex- 
perienced in fuch expeditions. 
. We fet off again in the evening with an 
additional guide, who was judged neceflary : 
he had the behaviour of an honeft man, a 
character to which the men of Appenzel are 
not always entitled. We travelled about eight 
or nine miles of the vileft road, without any 
exception, that I ever paffed : it lay chiefly 
through woods ; the worft parts of the word 
roads feemed to have been compiled together. 
We had ftones at once fharp and flippery, 
mud and clay, fteep afcents and headlong de- 
fcents, uneven ftairs formed by trunks of fir 
placed laterally, often broken or funk irregu- 
larly, and gaping with muddy crevices. 
Thanks, however, to our cautious and expe- 
rienced horfes, we arrived fafe, and before 
dark, at Oberreid, a fmall Roman Catholic 
village in the Rheinthal. The laft part of 
our ride was by the fide of the Rhine, which 
funs through the valley that we overlooked 
the day before in our walk from Gaiffe. The 
valley is little adorned by vegetation, but it is 
enlivened by fmall cottages encircled by fields. 
6 W^ 
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We feemed to excite much attention in the 
village ; the children followed us in crowds. 

We left Oberreid the next morning, and 
rode about twelve miles to Werdenbcrg, 
through a broad willowy valley, fometimcs 
by the fide of the Rhine, which, as we mount 
towards its fource, flows in a contracted and 
ftony bed. The hills, near which we rode, 
are covered with fine pafturage, bounded to- 
wards^ the fummit with firs. . Above the firs 
we fee the barren rock often tipped with 
fnow , a flriking variety of tint in landfcape, 
but ill calculated for reprefentation in pidlure* 
The fhort grafs of the Swifs mountains affords 
^s fine feed for cattle as the celebrated paftur-» 
age of mount Libanus, or the Caftravan hills. 
The lower part?, however, of the mountain 
^e now deprived of the ornament of cattle, 
which is driyen, in the fupamer, to feed on 
the fummit. 

We paffed through the village of Sennwald 
and that of Salitz, where baron John Philip 
was murdered by hjs nephew George Ulric,r 
in 1596. Where i? the Ipot not ftained by 
the crimes of niankind ! Oiur guide, for 
whom we had now procured an horfe, gave 
vent to his garrulitv ; and on feeing the bai- 
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JiiFs chateau in the bailliage of Sax, declaimed 
againft the government of Zurich as oppreflive, 
and defcribed the people as difpofed to revolt. 
It was not difficult, however, to convince 
him that grievances are every where exagge- 
rated by the murmurs of complaint, and that 
the people of the cantop of Zurich were more 
likely to lofe than gain by rebellion. Many 
a hot fpirit might be calmed at the beginning 
of its efFervefcence, by judicious infulion of 
fruth. Werdenberg is pleafantly fituated 
amidft well-clpathed hills: at the foot of 
Schlolberg there is a caftle, of a bailiff, of the 
canton of Glaris,, We began to remark fbme 
ftrong fymptoms of poverty in this part of 
Switzerland. 

From Werdenberg we had a moft beautiful 
}ide, of four or five leagues, to Ragatz, pal- 
fing through Sargans, a fpiall village on the 
Rhine, near which, moft romantically fituated 
on a rock, ftands the bailifPs caftle, which 
was formerly the refidence of the counts of 
Werdenberg Sargans, and has more of the 
dignity and ftyle of an ancient caftle than 
any that I have yet leen in Switzerland. 
Oppofite to Sargans, on the German fide of 
the river, is another pftle, which command^ 
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4r. narrow defile leading into the Mcycnficld. 
The mountains on each fide of the Rhine arc 
beautifully covered with trees and houfes at an 
immenfe height. We flept at Ragatz, which 
is fituated on the Tamina, a river which fre- 
quently overflows the country when fwelled 
by diffolvcd fnows or hurried beyond its banks 
by fudden torrents. The prevot of Arlefheim, 
who flipped in the {ame room with us, ap- 
peared to approve his meagre fare more than 
we did. 

The next morning, which was that of 

Sunday, I fet off, with Mr. , to walk 

to Pfeiffer; but as we toiled up a fteep 
hill he out-walked me : the day was exccf- 
fively hot, and I was not a little indebted to 
the friendly ihade which covered my path. 
At the top I walked into the convent; and 
having entered into converfation with one of 
the monks, he introduced me to the fiiperior, 
who invited me to dine with him, which I 
did, in his apartment, with one of the monks 
and Ibmc gentlemen from Zurich. The fii- 
perior is a titular prince of the empire, intel- 
ligent and well bred. As 1 do not underfland 
German, our converfation was carried on in 
^tin, in which wc mutually regretted the 

difFerencQ. 
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difference of accent. Though unaccuftomed 
to ipeak Latin, I find my little Ikill in that 
language very ufeful. After coffee, and a 
good concert, in which feveral of the monks 
performed, I took leave of my hofpitable 
friends, having had no time to fee the library. 
Wifhing to join my fellow-traveller, I pro- 
ceeded to the baths of Pfeiffer, which is about 
a league from the convent. I defcended by 
the brink of a tremendous chafm, and dowa 
a perpendicular paflage cut into ftairs, to the 
baths, where my friend had dined in company 
with Ibme monks of the convent of Pfeiifcr 
and Dilendis, who furniflied us with intro- 
dudory letters to the different convents which 
we projefted to vifit. Thefe letters were 
written in Latin, and with a concifenels not 
inelegant. 

We were tempted here to vifit the Iburcc 
of the hot water which fiipplies the baths; 
and having procured a condudor, began the 
dangerous journey. After entering a fright- 
ful cleft of the rock, which admitted a feeble 
light to dire£l us, we walked about half a 
mile on boards attached to the fide of the 
rock, often floping and (lippery, and fome- 
times placed fo diftant from the fidc> that we 

had 
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had no fiipport from it. Below tis, about 
fifty feet, at the bottom of a deep rocky chan- 
nel, roared a rapid river burfting through a 
very narrow paffage. If our feet had flipped 
we were inevitably loft. When we arrived 
at the end we faw but little to repay us for the 
rifquc which we had incurred ; a gufti of 
water, of about 30 degrees of heat, ifluing 
from the rock. Wc were foon fitisfied, and 
returned from the dripping rock as expe- 
ditioufly as the danger would admit. We 
ftaid to look at the company, fome of whom 
had a more reipeftable appearance than any 
perfbns whom we had yet feen : they were 
varioufly engaged ; Ibme were at the Romifh 
chapel, fome bathing, and others dancing or 
playing at billiards; the amufements of a 
Romifti Sunday. As they fupped at the pri- 
mitive hour of fix we were perfuaded to ftay, 
and afterwards returned to Ragatz by a differ- 
ent but equally beautiful walk, though our 
Swifs fervant, who is ever attentive, had con- 
trived to bring horfes, in cafe we fhould chufc 
to ride. 

Having, from apprehenfion of want of 
time, relinquifhed our projefted fcheme of 
vifiting the fources of the Rhine, and given 

up, 
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up, with regret, the profped of the Grifons, 
^ny further than the peep which we obtained 
from Pfeiffer, we fet off very early next 
morning, and rode twelve miles in the 
ihadow of Ibme beautiful hills very richly 
adorned, and fprinkied witli a variety of the 
moft pidturefque houfes and villages, to Wal- 
Icnftadt, on the approach to which, the lake 
of Wallenftadt opened moft elegantly between 
the hills. 

The village of Wallenftadt is fituated 
at the eaftern end of the lake, in the 
bailliage of Sargans, at the foot of the Seven- 
headed Mountain, the rocky tops of which 
are called the Seven Princes. The lake has 
decreaied and retired from the village. After 
walking to a curious Ipring not far from the 
village, we intended, in the evening, to go 
by water to Wefen, but {uddenly a ftorm was 
introduced by a violent wind, which, in a 
■few minutes, transformed the fmooth mirror- 
like lake, which had juft before reflefted the 
bright rays of the fun, into an outrageous fea, 
on which it would have been very dangerous 
to embark. The inn-keeper at Wallenftadt 
.having made. Xis a moft exorbitant charge, 
had the infolence, on my remonftrating with 
him, to fet us at defiance, though he could 

not 
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not but admit that the charge was extravagantly 
high. It was vain to difputc, for as he hinj* 
felf was the advoyer of the town, there was 
no one to whom we coidd apply for redreis. 
We therefore paid the unjuft extortion, and 
ordered our horfes; but mine hoft, whole 
republican ipirit had been offended by our 
complaints of his injuflice, had feduced our 
guide to refufe to accompany us any ferther 
by land, unlefs we would fiibmit to an addi- 
tional charge of twelve livres for this day, 
under pretence of bad roads. As we had 
confented to take this man farther, at his own 
particular requeft, and had hitherto found 
him a civil honeft fellow, we were as much 
furprifed as provoked at this ; and our good 
Swifi was fo hurt at the treatment which we 
experienced, that he vented his feelings in 
tears. Relblved not to confent to this unrea- 
fonable demand, we paid the man for the days 
that he had travelled with us, and fet off, de- 
termined to walk from the inhofpitable houfe. 
The ftorm, however, coming on violently 
with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain, 
compelled us to take fhelter under the haenge^ 
work of the bridge, clofe to the village. 
In the mean time our guide repented of his 

condudt^ 
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condu£^^ came to us, confefled his fault, and 
cameftly, with tears of repentance, intreated 
to proceed with Ms :. to which, after much 
(blicitef ion, we confented. The evening and 
the fcheine brightened, and we again fet off: 
the guide amufed us on our way with excla- 
mations againfl his own ingratitude^ and the 
rafcally arts of our landlord. 

We travelled flowly, between two or three 
leagues, to a frnall village on the lake, called 
MuUihorn, having pafled over a fomewhat 
dangerous road, with frequent afcents and de-* 
fcents, at the edge of holes and precipices, 
{bmetiifies creeping along a Shelving bank 
clofe to the lake, meeting occafionally thfe 
mules of the Milanefe and other Italian mer- 
chants, which, with their projeding baggage 
and unaccommodating manners, produced 
difagreeable rencontres on narrow banks. 
Thefe merchants bring coffee, chocolate, 
fiigars and fpices, to exchange for the mullins 
of St, Gall, Zurich, &c. 

The lake of Wallenftadt aflumes fomewhat 
of a fblenan caft from the black and gloomy 
mountains which overfhadow its furface. 
TJiofe to die north are lofty and fteep, an4 
defcend rapidly, often to the brink of the 

X water* 
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watei*. The lake reminded mc of DerwcnN 
water. In Ibme parte narrow flips of fields 
ikirt the edge, and occafional platforms pro- 
je£l into the lake, with houfes acceffible only 
from the water. The fouthern fide, along 
which we paffed, is enHvened by paftures^ 
woody walks, and cottages with garden^. 
The lake is not broad ; it opens into a variety 
of ftriking points of view : it is fiibjeft to 
very fiidden changes, and is, in many places^ 
-rendered dangerous by lurking rocks; wo 
paddled upon itj in the evening, irid admired 
** its dark billowy baj^s.'* A kind of diumal 
inonfbon prevails on this lake; the wind 
generally blows from eaft to weft from the 
break of day for fbme hourSj and afterwards 
from weft to caft, till fun-fet. 

Next morning we went by water from 
Mullihom to Wefen ; it rained hard during 
oxir voyage, and we covered ourfelves with 
fee fail; When the waterrhen forefee a 
fquall, which their long wooden boats are 81 
jcalculated to encounter, they put in, as we 
did once or twice, and ftielter themfelves 
4mder cavities of the grock. 

Some beautiful waterfalls glide from the 
mountainsi whiqh rife on each fide of tWfe 

* lake, 



( 115 ) 

lake, often falling in a fine filvery ftream. 
Wefen is elegantly fituated at the bottom of 
the lake, near where the Lin th, or Limmat, 
which joins the lake of Zurich with that of 
Wallenftadt, falls into the latter. The chief 
lakes ill Switzerland are lb connedted together 
that they facilitate the communication be-* 
tween different parts, and afford opportunities 
for inland intercourfc, very important in a 
country diflant from the fea, and of which the 
rivers can be of no ufe to navigation unleii 
tfiey fliould be hereafter employed to fupply 
canals. The Swiis manufadhires are chiefly 
exported by land, as well thofe which go 
to Franckfort and Leipfick, as thofe whicb 
are conveyed to France and Italy. 

Wefeh is in the bailliage of Gafler, which 
belongs to the canton of Schweitz and Glarus; 
it was formerly fortified : from thence wc 
walked about two miles to Mollis, where the 
brave Glaronnois, who were killed at the battle 
of Naeffels, were buried. Naefels is not far 
diftant ; we faw it as we pafTed from Wefen. 
The Glaronnois fought for liberty from ad- 
vantageous pofts on their mountains, and loft 
but S5 ^^t of 380 men, contending againft 
l^iOOO or 15,000 Auftriaas, of whom, they 
I z killed 
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killed 183 nobles and gentlemen^ and 2,500 
fbldiers. The battle happened in 1388, and 
is commeniorated by a proceffion, on the firft 
Thurfday in April in every year *. Here our 
horfes, which had been fent round from Mul- 
liliorn, joined us. Our guide arrived ftill 
trembling; and we were informed by him 
and the fervants, that as they were leading 
the horfes over the mountains, by a very hor- 
rible road, his horfe flipped and fell from a 
drradful height; the guide, who had not 
prefence of mind to loofe the bridle, jumping 
with it : they muft then have fallen into the 
lake had they not been flopped by trees. It 
providentially happened that neithier man nor 
horfe were hurt Admitting that the man's 
fears exaggerated the diftance, it is^pertain, 
from the fervant^s evidence, that they muft 
have fallen at leafl forty feet. 

Having mounted ouf horles, we proceeded 
about a league farther to Glarus, pafTmg by the 
fide of the linth, admiring the wild charader 
of the country and the grand rocky moun* 
tains that faced us. Glarus, which at a 
difknce feems important, when feen in con* 
jundion with another town, called Schwaii-^ 

* See Geliier*8 Idyl. La Jamba df Bois. 
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din, dwindles as we approach, to its own di- 
menfions; and though it n^akes a better 
appearance than Appenzel, is but a paltry 
place as the metropolis of a canton. It is 
inhabited by perfbns of bpth communions 
who ufe the church in common. The 
Romanifts of the qanton in general do not 
amount to above an eighth part of the number 
of the Proteftants. 

As, after vifiting Pantenbruck, we meant 
to return to Glarus, we fet off the evening 
of the fame day and rode through a wild 
romantic valley, to Linthal, three leagues 
farther. The Linth flows with a fuU 
whitened ftream, whiqh derives its force 
and colour from malted fnow, The val- 
ley flourifhed with the vegetation of Sum* 
mer, while the moyntains were dad in th^ 
hprrors of Winter. The canton of Glarus is 
compofed pf three of thefe valleys, feparated 
by mountains from each other: they are 
cultivated to their utmoft fertility, but cannot 
lupport their inhabitants whp expatriate as 
ioldiers or in fearch of employpient into com- 
Oiercial countries. The government of the 
canton is democratical; and both fefts are adr 
mitted to the direftion of affairs, with fomc 
preference, as to duration, in favour of Pro- 
13 t^ftai]^t$^ 
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tcfbnts, Four or five thoufand aflCbmblc once 
H year, at Glanis, for tumultuary eledions 
and Babylonian eloquence; and both com- 
jnunions aflemble fepa^r^tely for their refpec-» 
tive afi&irs. 

We arrived late at Linthal, having pafled 
through feveral villages, and crofled many fir 
bridges, and were obliged to call up the inn- 
keeper, who is of the council. He gave us 
Ibme good trout, which are always to be found 
at raoft of the Swifs inns ; and fome indifferent 
beds, with puffy eddy down coverlets. Wc 
firft noticed here a watchman ; and found, on 
enquiry, that watchmen are eniployed, in 
moft parts of Switzerland, to give an alarm in 
cafe of fire, which, in thefe wooden villages, 
would produce rapid deftru.£liont 

We rode, next morning, three or four 
miles farther, between wild mountains 
which clofely approach each other, fromt 
which defcended fome very beautiful catv 
afts ; we admired one elpecially towards the 
end of the valley, which fell very elegantly^ 
fliooting its white foam like an inverted Iky- 
rocket; when feen froni the fide, it ap- 
peared frequently to flrike againft and boun4 
from the rocky furrow which it had made, 

The 
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The mountains frorx> which .the torreata 
pour have often large lakes at their fvunjnits^ 
which funiifli admirable fifh. 

The Chamois's are purfucd, by tjic huiitf- 
mcn, from rock to rock, particularly on the 
Freyberg mountains, near the foot of which 
>ve flept. They go in flocks, pofting one as 
a centinel, who hifles when he hears " the 
approach of hoftile foot." The people, who 
have fbmetimes feen their pifturefque form? 
fiilpended as it were from the fide of the 
mountains, defcribe them as hanging by the 
horns from the rock* The cottages, which 
are of a dark walnut colour, have proje<aing 
roofs which hang over to protect them from 
the fiiow : their appearance accords well with 
the fcenery of the country ; and when feen at 
a dijd^nt Ipteigl^t on the mountains Jhas a very 
peculiar jsScd:, Stones are placed on the 
roofs to fave them from being carried away 
by the ftorms of the Winter. Winter, 
amidft thefe mouiitains, mufl be awful : their 
lofty fummits exclude the fun, except for a 
few hours, in the loogeft days of Summer* 
We left our hprfes at the end of the dark 
iha^QWy vjUley, andjcnountedoafpot, through 

14 a foreft|» 
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a forcft, about a mile, by a very fteep afcent, 
to Paiitenbruck, which is a narrow bridge 
that overhangs a fearful chafrn, at the bottom 
of which the Liiith ruflies impetuoufly. 
The fburce of this river is about three or 
four leagues farther in the mountains, that; 
form the rude barrier, and boundaries of this 
canton, feparating it from Uri, and the Grey 
League, a divifion of the Grifbns. The 
valleys of Switzerland often run parallel, and, 
by croffing the mountains, a Ihort paflage 
may be obtained from one to the other. As 
tye had feen PfeifFef , the chafm and rvifh of 
water here did not aftonifti us fo much as it 
may have done oth?r travellers; but the fur- 
.roundiQg fccnery firuck us by its gran4 ^^^ 
ryido charader. 

After dining, at linthal^ on boiled goat's 
iflclh, nearly as good as mutton to hungry 
appetites, we returned to Glarus this evening, 
and have been much amufed with the coii- 
verfation of an old foldier >yho lives at our 
inn, and ipends the. money which he faved in 
fighting againfl the Englifh in the lafl 
iScrman war. He Ipeaks highly, however, 
of our nation : he fits drinking, uninterrupt-r 



edly, for one and fbmetimes two days to- 
gether without eating. The landlord aflured 
me that he has drunk twenty-nine bottles of a 
thin white wine this day, and be doc§ not ap- 
pear tp be intpxicated. 
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Zurich, Aug. i. 

We left Glarus on the 28th of July, and 
having pafled through Naefek; and other 
fmall villages, we dined at Oberbilten, which 
is nine miles from Glarus, at the fign of St. 
Fridolin, who, as I underftand, is the patron 
^it of the diftridt. Mine hoftefs enter- 
tained us nobly ; and being flirprized at the 
information which fhe diiplayed in her re-» 
marks, we enquired into her hiftory, and 
found that Ihe was the daughter of a palatine 
officer who had been in the Englifli iervice. 
As her hufband, who is a native of that place, 
Ijad la Maladie du Pays, (he confented to fol- 
low him here ; but having been familiarized 
with people of more polifhed manners, they 
dwive bdt little pleafure from the Ibcietyof 
their neighbours, whom flie reprefents as 
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icnfual, ignorant, and deceitful ; they have fet 
up the inn merely to enjoy the company of 
liich ftrangers as pafs through the village; 
and if we might judge by the moderation of 
the charge, profit could not be their objed. 

We had a beautiful ride, of fix leagues, in 
the evening, partly by the fide of the lake of 
Zurich, of which we had a fine view from a 
mountain, before we reached Einfidlen, look- 
ing down upon Rapperfclawyl, the ifle of 
Ufnau, &c. The efFeils of th? devotion of 
the neighbourhood were vifible before we 
arrived at the abbey of Notre Dame des 
Hermites, particularly in an handfbme church 
at Lachen* 

Einfidlin has an important appearance as 
approached by a wide plain, fituated between 
lofty mountains, whofe diftant fummits are 
covered with fnpw. The town is built on 
the river Sihl, in the canton of Schweitz. 
The abbey was rebuilt in i y^^ : the church 
is a fumptuous edifice : the walls are hung, at 
the firft entrance, with votive tablets, made 
for deliverances by fea and land, attributed to 
the miraculous afllftance of the virgin : they are 
painted with more piety than Ikill ; and,in truth, 
the reprefeptations of perfocis in great perils, 

are 



( 124 ) 

are often as ludicrous as the cataflxopfie of 
Mr. PufFs Tragedy. 

Some of thefe are of very recent prefenta- 
tion. The Virgin's chapel, at which the 
offerings are made, is dazzling with its poliflied 
golden altar which fhines with the reflefted 
light of numberlefs tapers. The Virgin and 
Child are reprefented blacjc. She is differently 
dreffed every week. Over the door ar? the 
five holes, in a plate of lilver, laid to havq 
been made by the fingers of God, into which| 
the pilgi-fthi put their hands with much fuper- 
flitious reverence. Mr. Coxe reprefents thq 
annual refbrt of pilgrims, who repair to thei^ 
celebrated monaftery, to be near ioo,ooo* 
The number is now much reduced ; and it 
feldom, as I am informed, amounts above ip 
or i2,OQo. The ricl^ Qpw travel for ple^* 
fure, without fuch excufes, and rambling idlc- 
nels, or 4ifcontented poverty can find but few 
who will affift them in fuch mif-direfted 
devotion. On a monument in the church, 
infcribed with eulogia ox\ Ibme departed bre- 
thren of the convent, I obferved the follow^ 
ing punning allufion to their order, ** Vo« 
caritem Dominum fecyti, ut certius illam 
^Itantis vocem audirent, Venite benedifti, 
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patrcs, effc voluerant Benediftiiii,^' which 
would hardly admit of a tranflation if it were 
worth it. The librarian Bonwyl, to whom 
we had a letter, Ihewed me the handfbme 
library. I examined a Latin manufcript of 
the New Teftament, faid to be of the tenth 
century, which contained the diiputed verfe 
in St. John, except the word Hi. 

The colledion of books is large and fplen- 
did : as it was Jour Maigre we were not in- 
vited to dine at the convent, but after dinner 
we were fliewn the facerdotal veftmeats elabo« 
rately worked and adorned, and the riches and 
relics of this eftablilhment, byaveryaifiduous 
and complimentary conduftor. In the even- 
ing we let off. All the furrounding country 
is covered with chapels, fanftuaries, and her- 
mitages, at which pilgrims refpeftfully flop. 
We rode by the fide of the lake, which, 
though it has not the bold and magnificent 
breadth of that of Conftance, is enlivened on 
each fide by a continued fiicceflion of neat and 
chearful villages with white houfes. As wc 
were now about to part with our guide, who 
had accompanied us from St. Gall and be- 
haved well fijice we left Wallenftadt, he ex- 
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freffcd great regret at being obliged to leave 
tls : he confeffed, with much fimplicity, that 
he had been a fad fellow ; hoped that he Ihould 
profit by the good advice which we had given, 
And, half laughing, half in te^rs, promifed to 
teform and become a fobcr good man. We 
got to L*Epee in good time, found our fervant 
and carriage fafe, and letters from England^ 
which fpread a lively fatisfaftiotl over our 
minds. We fupped with a Dutch gentle- 
man, and combated his democratical prin- 
ciples. 

I fhall tkot attempt to delineate the confti- 
tution of the Swifs cantons, or to make out 
the minute gradations of freedotn which fe- 
verally jwrcvail in them, fince this has been fb 
folly and accurately performed by Mr. Coxe 
in his improved accounts : my 4efigii is only 
to furnilh 3rou with a flight defcription of our 
Tour, and to report fuch things as we found 
Ittbft deferving of attention. 

My roonl here, at L*Epee, hangs ovef 
€ti6 rapid Limmat, a beautiful clear river, but 
which flows with great inipatience from a 
Country where moft rivers, if they had the 
ISrfle afcribcd to them by the poets, could not 
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chule but linger. Zurich is chantu^ty 
floated on this river, where it wins frdm \ht 
lake. The town has no ftreets that are regu-» 
lar or well-built : the fuburbs, towards the 
lakej afe improved by fome modem buildings: 
the environs are very beautiful, and tljie banldi 
of the lake and the Limmat are covered with 
houfes^ many of which are the country feati 
of the gentlemen of Zurich : thefe deri^# 
their chief beauty from their fituatioh ; haV^ 
ing nothing that correfponds with out- pica* 
fore-garden ; the Swife, who on every iid# 
^behold the bold and magnificent features df 
Nature^ feem to defpife the miiiute and arti* 
fickl ornaments by which wd mimic het 
IVorks. 

Though the town has no buildings diftin^ 
l^ifhed for their beauty of architedllure, it has 
every edificie of importance to the welfajfe of 
the people. The town-houfe is large- and 
tommodious ; the granaiy is well conduded^ 
iind, in times of fcarcity, alleviates the public 
diftrels : the arfenal, where, among the ancient 
armour, is prefcrved as a valuable monuihent 
of liberty, WiUiamTefl's crofi-bow, fcems id 
be weU provided with arms : LesOrphelines^ 
» charitaHeinftttution for the children of th« 

citizenSji 



("8 5 

citizens, and which contaififiib£rom eighty td 
one hundred, who arc inftrufted, and, at fif- 
teen, arc apprenticed to different trades, is 
well fupportedi The Swifs have neither the 
inclination or the power to expend money in 
fliperfluous edifices* Their private houfes arc 
furnifhed with fimplicity, and very little or- 
nament : their carriages are for convenience, 
and chiefly open ; their poffeffors are not per- 
mitted to ufe them in town : their fervants 
ieldom wear liveries ; and there is but little 
appearance of thofe refinements whiqh are 
too often the indication of corruption of 
manners. The drefs of the higher ranks is 
extremely plain : black is the full drefs; and 
the men, who are in any department of go* 
vemment, wear fwords. The dr^fs of. the 
women is unbecoming; on Sundays they 
wear black in the morning, and cplours in the 
evening: the hair is drefled in the French 
and Engliih fafhion, but with aloofe and iH^, 
ihaped negligence, appearing, what is vulgarly 
called, blowzy : their ihapes are not advan« 
tageoufly difplayed, nor do they exhibit any 
of that flowing and graceful drapery which 
^ves to the lengthened and pidurelque forms 
of Reynolds and Bunbury^ the elegance of the 
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Grecian figure : their fquat and unfeminintf 
monftersof flioes feem manufaftured for down- 
right walking, not to bend With fupple pliancy 
in the dance, or to draw attentibn in the 
fucceffion of the well direfted ftepSi The 
ftrangers who refbrt here begin to fap a little 
the fimplicity of manners which prevails, by 
the introduction of foreign luxuries : they 
intermix indeed, but feldom, with the natives 
in convivial intercourfe; but the fight of 
luxury is infeftious, and the genius of the 
people of Zurich yields to the contagion. 
Herdegger, the famous Arbiter Elegantiarum, 
for many years, in England, was the fbn of 
a clergyman at Zurich; and no man ever 
prefided with greater fpirit in the circles 
of diffipation, or puflied the revels of Vo- 
luptuoufnefs to a greater extent. The na- 
tive of a fevere and fimple town in Switzer- 
land, direfted the luxurious pleafiireg of one 
of the moft refined courts in Europe. 
*^ I was born a Swifs^" faid he in a public 
company, ^* and came to England without a 
farthing, where I have found means to gain 
5000L a year, and to fpend it. Now I defy 
the moft able Englifliman to go to Switzerland 
K and 
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tnd cither to gain that income or to fpend It 
there." 

We have no particular introdudion to the 
inhabitants of this town, and aflbciate chiefly 
with the Enghfh and other flrangers, with 
whom chance or our public table brings us 
acquainted. I have been introduced, how- 
ever, to Mr. Lavater, whofe mild and ex- 
preflive countenance, rendered more intereft- 
ing by a (hade of dejedtion, will recommend 
him to all who adopt his principles of phyfi- 
ognomy. I obferved to him, that it required 
fbme courage to prefent ourfelves before a 
man pofleffing the powers of penetration, 
which he profefled : he replied, that no mortal 
need fear the prefence of another, fince all 
muft be confcious of defe£t. He lives in a 
very finall houfe ; we found him inftrudive 
and unalTuming in converfation. He fpeaks 
French with hefitation and difficulty, but his 
expreffions are forcible. On a fecond vifit he 
(hewed us his coUeftion "of pidures, which 
contains three or four pieces, by Holbein, in 
high pre(ervation : among thefe is an angel 
with the inftruments of Chrift's Crucifixion, 
that has great merit. There are fome other 
valuable pidures ; one by Weft, and two or 

three 



( '3i ) 

tiiree admirably done by a Swife peafaiit ; a 
Variety of beautiful drawings, and other things 
well worthy attention, Mr. Lavater's cha- 
rafter, as a minifier, is very high. He is 
now projecting two or three charitable infti- 
tutions, one of which is defigned as a retreat 
for women after the age of fifty. He is en- 
gaged in a pleafant periodical publication of 
Mifcellanies^ of which fix Volumes have ap- 
peared for the firft year^ and one for the 
fccond. He complains that our tranflations 
of his writings (elpecially of his great work) 
are extreniely defective. I have fince heard 
him preach with great apparent energy ; biit 
he preached in an unknown tongue to me. 
The Vandyke frill, which the minifters 
Wear, gives them a very antique appearance j 
and the mourning dreffes of the congregation 
produce a very grave effect in the churches* 
I was not much difpofed to approve an hour 
glafs, which was placed by the preacher, to 
direct him in the length of his difcourfe. 
After the finging, in which all the congrega- 
tion join, there is a great noife of letting 
down the feats ; arid the people all put on 
their hats and fit down, to hear the minifter 
pray or preach. Devotion here appears to 
K z Gorre* 
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correfpond with Parners defcription of it at 
Geneva, " A fullen thing, whofe coarfenefs 
fiiits the croud.*' I refleded, with fatisfaftion, 
on the rational and decent fervice eftabliflied 
in our church : on premeditated prayers, 
formed upon fiiblime principles of piety and 
benevolence; and exterior forms, defigned 
only to be expreflive of reverence for God, 
and fubfervient to the becoming folemnity of 
public worfliip. 

The miniftry is fupported with fuitablc 
maintenance at Zurich, and the people feem 
to profit at leaft by its moral inftrudions, 
being celebrated for their integrity and 
worth. 

The library is open, upon very liberal 
terms, to the public. 1 read there three 
original manufcript letters, written in Latin, 
by lady Jane Gray to BuUinger, with Ibme 
elegance of ftyle, but with much extravagance 
of compliment. In one hyperbolical ftrain 
Ihe inconfiderately enumerates St. John among 
other exemplar)' chara6lers,to whom BuUinger, 
in her opinion, was not inferior in piety ; one of 
the letters, however, was written in 1 5 5 1 , when 
Ihe was only fourteen years of age ; the other 
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in 1552, when fhe was about to leant 
Hebrew. 

BuUingcr was born in the neighbourhood 
of Zurich; and, on his return from his 
ftudies at Cologne, taught in a convent at 
Kapella, which is not far from Zurich, where 
he heard the leftures of Zuinglius ; and hav- 
ing adopted the principles of the reformation, 
became a minifter of the Proteftant church at 
his native village of Bengarteiv After the 
death of Zuinglius he flicceeded him as 
paftor at Zurich, and laboured with great 
zeal to encourage the increafe of the reformed 
faith, correlponding with its members and 
defenders in all parts, in letters, of which a 
coUeftion is here preferved, which deferves 
examination. 

Among other books in this library, I 
noticed alfo a polyglot of the New Teftament 
in twelve languages, printed by Elias Huttens 
at Nonberg, in 159^1 : a German Bible, faid 
to be printed in 1448, by miftake for 1458 ; 
and another in 1578.4 In the Latin manu- 
fcripts of St. John's epiftles, I found always 
the difputed text, though the word Hi was 
fbmetimes omittedl But bifhop Burnet fpeaks 
of an ancient Latin manufcript in this library, 
l^hich.I did not fee, fiippoied to be between 
K 3 eight 
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oight and nine hundred years old, and which, 
by omitting the text, led Bullinger to doubt 
of its authenticity ; and he obferves that the 
verfe muft have been left out by the jiegli- 
gence of the copyift, for before the generd 
epiftles in that manufcript, the epiftle of St. 
Jerom is to be found, in which the father 
fays, that he was the more exaft in that 
tranflation as he had difcovered the fraud of 
the unfaithful tranflators, who had flruck out 
that paflage concerning the Trinity. This 
preface is not printed in the edition of St. 
Jeromes works, publifhed by Erafmus, but it 
is in all or in moft of the manufcripts, ancient 
and modern, of the bibles that have the other 
prefaces in them, and in almoft all the firft 
printed bibles, as in that of Nurenberg ii^ 
1475, in that of Venice in 1498, and befides 
Others in that of Bafil in 1506 ; as alfo in all 
the manufcripts of Bafil, where Erafrnus in-? 
deed publilhed his edition of St. Jerom ; and 
therefore it muft have been known to hin^ 
and it is difficult to fay why he fliould have 
omitted it. 

Strangers, at Zurich, are generally con- 
dufted to fee Mr, Gelher, the painter's, works : 
wc were fliewn fome of his landfcapes in 
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imitation of the Italian mafters. His defign* 
ing is good, but his manner fomewhat hard. 
The Swifs, who have a country of fuch pecu- 
liar fcenery to defcribe, ihould form a fchool 
of their own : but it is fingular that Switzer- 
land has, as yet, produced neither poets nor 
painters, who have much diftinguifhed 
themfelves* The fublime poem of Haller, 
on the Alps, is almoft the only important de- 
fcription, in poetry, of Swifs fcenery, by a 
native of Switzerland ; and, 'till lately, it has 
had no painters of landfcape known beyond 
their country. The natives become familiar 
with the grand and noble fcenes of their 
country, before they have attention to admire 
and powers to imitate them ; and Switzerland 
has fcarce yet arrived to that refinement of 
civilization in which a knowledge of the po- 
lite arts leads men to the inveftigation of their 
principles. The foreigners, who travel here 
for the firft time, are aftonifhed at the ftupen- 
dous charadter of the objeds which they be- 
hold; but thefe they dare not attempt to 
copy. The mountain, with its.fummit of. 
fnow, could not, perhaps, be introduced with 
harmony. The lake is too Ipacious for repre- 
fcntation ; and he who fhould feleft only the 
K 4 pi£tu- 
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pi6hire{que cottage or the woody bank under-? 
mined and rugged, would not charadlerize 
his work as a defcription of Switzerland. 
Painters, however, may ftudy here every der 
partment of the art ; and when a Salvator Rofa 
ihall arife, he will find materials to employ 
his pencil. We were much pleafed with the 
works of Mr. Hope, a butcher, who has dif- 
played a very extraordinary tafte for landlcape. 
He has certainly a genius of great fcope, and 
his reprefentations are much to be admired* 
I thought that he failed in the colouring of 
his water. 

L* Academic Phyfique deferves much at- 
teiition. We law a very fine Hortus Siccus 
there which was collcded by the learned 
pefnen 
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LETTER XIII. 



Zurich, Aug. iq, 

SINCE I laft wrote to you, Mr. 

and I have walked to St. Gothard. — For 
mountain expeditions, to afcend the fum- 
mit or to glide into the vale, to Ikirt the prc-^ 
cipice or to climb the rock, no lubfervient 
animal can rival the powers of man, Wc 
left Zurich on the fecond inftant, on a fine 
evening refrefhed and brightening after a 
fhower, as a fine woman finiling in tears. 
We ftroTted about eight miles through a 
charming variety of hill and dale, to Albis, 
where we flept at a tolerable houfe. The 
next morning a mifty rain deprived us of our 
pro{pea from the hill, on which we flept. 
It did not prevent us, however, from renew- 
ing our walk, through a fertile country, to 
Zug. We found fruit-trees and fountains the 
^hole way^ 

Zug 



( 1^8 ) 

Zug is fituated on the lake of that name* 
Olwald, king of Northumberland, from I 
know not what diftinftion, is titular faint of 
the town which Albert, duke of Auflxia, 
thought not worth defending againft the 
Swifs, and drove into the Helvetic confede- 
racy. In the evening we contmued by the 
fide of the lake, for about three leagues, under 
fine beach woods which adorn its banks, and 
in which we heard the frequent found of 
the woodman's axe, without any forrowful 
rcfiedHons that the trees were to be indifcri- 
minately felled to pay the debts of the game- 
fter or the Ipendthrift. The cultivated fields 
which border on the lake, and the well- woodecj 
promontories which projeft into the water an4 
form beautiful bays, finely embellifh the fcencry. 

The houfes are but few ; fbme vineyards 
occafionally defcend to the edge of the water, 
and are trained fometinaes to twine over roofs 
of wood which overhang the paths. Wc? 
ftopped for a fhort time at a fmall village iq 
the cantoq of Schweitz ; at the bottom of this 
there is a capuchin convent, of which, the 
houfes are faptaflicall^ painted, fome of them 
with Iketches pf the Dance of Death, We 
then cojitinuqtj our w^lk cwnon^ the echomg 
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caverns of a fequeftered valley, and by the fide 
pf another lake *till we were overtaken by 
4arknefs, and wandered, for fome hours, 
without the glimmering of a fingle ftar to 
idire6t our weary fteps in fecurity. Towards 
piidnight, however, we were taught the folly 
pf defpair, by a happy rencontre of a pea&nt 
returning home, whonci we persuaded to con- 
du6l us to Schweitz, where we at length re- 
pofed, as well as if we had arrived with z 
phaife and four and half a dozen attendants* 

At Schweitz there is a cplledtion of medals 
in the poffefSon of Mr. Hottinger, which Mr. 
Mechipl h^s engraved. On leaving, next 
morning, this metropolis of the canton, which 
has nothing remarkable in its appearance but 
a handlbnae church, we walked about a league, 
to Brunnen, a village fituated on the lake des 
Quatres Villes Foreftales, where the cantons 
pf Uri, Schweitz, and Underwalden, entered 
into their treaty of alliance in 13 15, and 
where the deputies of the Romifh cantons 
^HU fpmetimes hold their afTemblies. Here 
we engaged a boat to convey us to FluelleUi 
which i§ three ftundea or three hours ro\7 
^om Brunnen, 
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The lake of the four cantons here is not 
very broad; it is inclofed with lofty fteep 
rocks, on fome of which are houfes and 
chapels, built like the religious edifices of an- 
cient times, on high places, and beautifully 
liirrounded with groves of wood : here, as in 
Eden, 

** Overhead np-grows 
^* Infuperable height of lofiieft fliade, 
'« Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching pahn, 
« A fylvan fcene !" 

By the bye. Dr. Hunter, in his notes to 
Evelyn's Silva, objeds to this paflage without 
reafon, Milton was naturalift enough to 
know, that the cedar rather fpreads than ex-^ 
alts its branches ; and the loftinefs is applied, 
not to the individual cedar, but to the tower- 
ing height of the trees rifing one above the 
other, 

*' As the ranks afcend 
5* Sliade above fliadc, a woody theatre.'* 

We flopped te look at WiUiam Tell*s 
chapel, which is painted with fome (ketches 
of the hiftory of that hero and patriot, and 
landing at Fluellen, which is the little port 
and repofitory of the Italian merchandize, w« 
walked a fliort mile to Altdorf, the capital of 

Uri, 



( HI ) 

Uri, fituated in the valley of the Reufs. It 
is almoft fiirrounded by dark fteep mountains 
covered with gloomy trees, which throw a 
fblemn Ihadc over the town. The firs of 
mount Banberg, which rile immediately 
above it, flielter the houfes from injury from 
the fhow or falling rocks ; you may luppofe, 
tiierefbre, that they are religioufly preferved. 
The whole neighbpurhood has a ferious 
charafter. There arc many churches and 
chapels on all fides; one of the latter is 
erected on the Ipot where Willian\ Tell is laid 
to have been born. The town has no better 
appearance than a market town in England : 
the Mailbn de Ville, if it may be dignified by 
that appellation, is daubed with fome hiftori- 
cal paintings, relative, I believe, to the ex-^ 
ploits of William Tell, who is faid to have Ihot 
the apple from his fon's head in this town. 

After dinner we continued our walk about 
nine miles, to Sceig, through the valley of 
Reals, along which the Inow-muddied river 
runs Ihallow, in a rapid and rocky channel. 
The rivers in Switzerland, like thofe in 
Scotland, are not often fit for navigation; 
they feed the lakes, however, and might feed 
caiials. The valley, through which we 
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failed, is enclofed by fine dark mountains 
0ps» tnciOBvje^j overfpread with folemn firSi 
The evening was gloomy and accorded with 
the fcene. We met fome Capuchin friars 
travelling from Italy, whofe figures had a 
good efFe£t in the landfcape. Towards the 
clofe of the evening the mountains behind us 
glowed with the flrong beams of the fetting 
fim, and enlivened the natives of this romantic 
country, whofe cottages are beautifully placed 
on chines and projeftions of the mountains, 
hanging over dizzy precipices, and lifted to 
an elevation from which their inhabitants 
may often fee the clouds and ftorms of the 
winter colled their mifchief beneath them. 

The valleys in Switzerland fometimes re- 
minded me of Theffalian Tempe, as beauti- 
fully defcribed by ^lian, who reprefents it as 
a place fituated between Olympus and Ofia, 
mountains of vaft height, and feparated, as it 
were, by divine contrivance to admit the 
valley; in the midft of which flowed the 
river Peneus, fwelled by other flreams that 
fell into and increafed its current. The 
rocks here, as in Elian's valley, are over*- 
fhadowed, and often almoft concealed by the 
mantling (hrubs and herbs that Ipread their 

foliage 



( ns ) 

foliage around them ; and amidft thefe burft 
out frequent fountains, from which cool and 
pleafent waters flow: many of them are^ 
doubtlefs, like thofe of Tempe, impregnated 
with falutary principles. The valley of 
Theffaly excelled, however, thofe of Swit- 
zerland, in the number and variety of mufical 
birds, which j^Uan reprefents as feducing 
along the enchanted traveller, and rendering 
him, by the melody of their notes, infenfible 
of fetigue. In Switzerland no birds are to 
be feen, except fometimes a fine eagle fbaring 
above the tops of the loftiefl mountains, for 
as every one has a gun, the feathered race is 
fhewn no quarter, each man feeking for ob- 
]tdis on which to exercife his Ikill. If a 
(parrow is accidentally feen, the whole neigh- 
bourhood is in arms, and every one is anxious 
to diftinguifh himfelf, by obtaining the prize* 
There were circumftances, hkewife, that 
gave a peculiar charafler to Tempe, in the 
time of ^lian, in which no modern valley 
can refemble it, and which, by a revolution in 
manners and fentiments, it muft have itfelf loft. 
The defcriptive hiftorian informs us, that in 
confequence of the refort of the neighbouring 
people, who aflembled in this place facred to 
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many heathen deities, in frequent intercouffe 
to lacrifice and feaft together, thofe who 
travelled, or failed through tHe valley, were 
gratified by the moft fragrant and delightful 
odours, which were ihed around from the in- 
cenfe and perfumes ufed on thofe occafions. 
Inftead, however, of the fmoke of facrifices 
afcending to heathen deities, we may fee the 
towers of churches eredted to the honour of 
the true God. 

The imagination which travels, without 
trouble, from ThefTaly to England, fometimes 
alfb tranfported me to Colnbrook Dale, where 
the fmoke of glowing furnaces blackens a 
vegetation equal to that of Switzerland, and 
where the peaceful quiet of the valley is di- 
fturbed by the noife and labour of the iron 
works. 

But to return to Switzerland. In my walk 
this evening, near Altdorf, I faw, with very 
interefling fenfations, a wooden hand, fixed to 
a chapel, pointing to a road and diredling, 
" per Italia/* I was flruck with the firfl 
idea of proximity to a country which I had 
fo long wifhed to fee, and which I am not 
fare that accident may not flill prevent me 
from vifiting. We met many carriers, whofe 
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loaded pack-horfes, which bring pepper, 
Wines, rice, citrons, and Ibmetimes (ilk, froni 
Italy ; and return with fait, cheefe, &c. The 
horfes are muzzled left they fhould ftop to 
feed at the edge of precipices. The light of 
our inn fhocked us as much as that of the 
Holy Ghoft at Cologne ; it was the reprefen* 
tation of Chrift. — If the fiiblime conceptions 
of Raphael, or Carlo Dolce, were fufFered to 
imagine the perfeftions of an incarnate God, 
it fhould not be allowed to the grofs imagi- 
nations of vulgar painters to burlefque the 
idea of the Holy Perfons of the Trinity, 
and to reprefent them by images on fign pofts. 
• In England we have fome veftiges of a iimilar, 
though lefs ofFenfive freedom, in emblematical 
reprefentations of the divine perlbn, as in that 
of the myftical Lamb, 

^ About three years fince, thirty-nine houies, 
which conftituted almoft the whole of this 
village, were burnt down. The flames 
ipread rapidly in the wooden works, twenty- 
fix of them are now re-built. 

Next morning we took leave of the good 

woman of the inn, where we flept, and of her 

pretty daughters, and walked three leagues 

through Ursfield, to Wafen, where the valley 
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of Mcyen opens, through which the Meyen 
pours its impetuous waters to join the Reufs, 
As we advanced through this beautiful and 
extraordinary valley, the mountains often ad- 
vanced near each other : they were covered 
with remarkably ftrait and ftately firs, which 
feemed to rife out of the bare rocks. Some of 
them were cut down and laid by the fide of 
precipices as a fecurity to the traveller, who 
would elfe reel with giddinefs, as he pafled along 
the narrow edge of the path. The Meyen 
abounds with chryftal, of which the poor 
children offer bits to paflengers for fale. 

After leaving Wafen we began to afcend 
the barren valley of Schoellenen. The 
fcenery became more rude and rocky; the 
firs difappeared, and we faw only fbme fcanty 
grafs fringing the edges of the rocks. The 
valley was flrewed with huge fragments of 
broken granite rock, which often dilapidates 
and falls, with a thundering noife, from the 
mountains. After afcending about a league 
and half we pafled the devil's bridge, which 
overhangs a chafm that would appear tremen- 
dous, to thole who had not feen that of 
Pfeffers, or Pantenbruck, Juft above it rifes 

a torrent 
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ti torrent of foaming water : near this place, 
oppofite to a little chapel and between two 
torrents, we law men half way down the 
mountain, on a rock apparently perpendicular, 
on which they were turning fbme fcanty 
grals. We fliould have conceived it impof^ 
fible for goats to ftand on the fteep flippery 
fide. Though their feet were fupported by 
cramp-irons, we could not but think, even 
allowing for the deception of the diftance, 
that Shakefpear's famphire men were cowards 
in comparifon of them. Every (pot, which 
has an inch of foil on thefe mountains, is 
cultivated with laborious induftry. Animated 
by freedom and independance, the people draw 
out fertility from the rock ; and happy in their 
well-earned competence, they would fight, as 
they have often fought, for their barren and 
icanty poffeflions, with as firm and invincible 
a courage as if they contended for the rich 
plains of Italy. After having croflcd the 
Reufs, at the devil's bridge^ we pafled through 
Underloch, a paflage 220 feet in length, cut 
through a granite rock, in 1707. This opens 
into the valley of Urferen, which Ipreads into 
wide paftures, in which Urferen appears 
chearfuUy with its back ground of firs. It is 
L 2 watered 
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watered by two ftreams. Urferen is a fmall 
commonwealth under the proteftion of Uri, 
and well fecured by its enclofing mountains* 
We dined in this valley, at Hopital, which 
is about four leagues from Wafen. It was jour 
maigre, but we fared well on fifh. The 
whole way, indeed, fince we left Zurich, we 
have had great reafon to be fatisfied with the 
finall inns, in which we experience better ac- 
commodations than thefe mountainous and fe- 
queftered villages might be expefted to fiipply ; 
and though we pay but as foot pafTengers, arc 
treated with fuch attention and kindnefs, as a 
difplay of riches would not elfewhere procure. 
The manners of the people are fimple and 
friendly, and their reception and treatment is 
that of liberal hofpitality, not of mercenary 
contrivance. 

In this interefting walk we found, that thq 
ftupendous works of nature, \^hich excited 
our admiration at every ftep, impreffed u$ 
with ferious rather than lively thoughts ; and 
probably the peniive fhades of the Swifs cha* 
rafter may, in fome degree, be attributed to 
the nature of the country in which they live ; 
accuftomed to magnificent and folemn fcenes, 
they acquire ^n elevated, and, often, a gloomy 

turn 
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tlirn of mind, which fhews itfelf in lofty fenti- 
ments, in deep refleftion, in ftrong national 
affeftions, and fbmetimes in very deliberate 
luicide. Their imagination is quick and 
ardent, and their paffions are hvely ; but they 
leldom exhibit broad traits of humour, or fea- 
tures of ludicrous defcription. Their love of 
their country, and the tendernels with which 
in other lands they cherifli the remembrance 
of it, is well known by ibme ftriking accounts. 
This, however, is common to them with all 
people who inhabit countries of a very marked 
and peculiar charadler ; where ftrong local im- 
preffions are made at an early age, and at- 
tachments are firmly rooted in and grow up, 
as it were, with the conftitution. 

We were now within three leagues of St. 
Gothard, and feeling ourfelves but little fa- 
tigued, we mounted, by no very violent afcent, 
through wild and delblate fcenes of naked 
rock, by the fide of the Reufs, till we reached 
its fburce in a lake, in the large crater at the 
fiimmit, at which we arrived about eight 
o'clock, as the night, encompaffed in a thick 
fog, was rolling towards us. We looked 
around this cheerlefs wildemefs of rocks, 
encircled by mouiitains rifing into fpiral and 
L ^ fantaftic 
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faiitaftic tops: the fcene refembled Mauu- 
di'ell's ftrong defcription of the wildernefs of 
Judca where our Saviour was tempted, 
** which confifts of high rocky mountains, fo 
torn and disfigured as if the earth had here 
fufFered fome great convulfion, in which its 
very bowels had been turned outward." We 
at length difcovered the fmall convent hj 
the fide of a lake ; there we were received 
hofpitably by father Lorenzo, who gave us a 
fine trout for fupper, and a good omelet, 
fome tolerable wine, and a glafs or two of 
xich cordial. 

Father Lorenzo is about fifty years of age, 
and has fpent twenty-five of thofe years in 
this folitude. A monk who formerly lived 
with him, withdrew himfelf about three 
years ago, and the good father has now no 
Ibciety but that of a male and female fcrvant, 
a boy put under his tuition, and fuch travel- 
lers as curiofity or bijfinefs leads into thefe 
chcarlefs regions, mofl of whom flop to expe- 
rience his hofpitality. He bakes his own 
bread, and kills his own meat ; is furnifhed 
with fuel from Ariolo, the firft town in Italy, 
and a few miles diflant from his habitation. 
H^ is* by birth, a Milao^Cct. %caks only Latin 

and 
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aiid Italian. His convent is, I believe, under 
the dire£lion of the archbifhop of Milan, 
The canton of Uri, however, allows the 
good man about 30 1. per annum, for his fuf- 
tenance, which, with the gratuities that he 
receives from ftrangers, enables him to flip- 
port himfelf, and to provide for the enter- 
tainment of paffengers, who paft the mountain 
almoft the whole year, though fometimes on 
fledges, in the winter months, and under the 
drifted fnow, through which workmen are 
employed to keep the road open. Caelar is 
laid firft to have adventured with his army 
acrofe this formidable barrier. The Telin 
and the Reufs rife near each other in this 
mountain. Mr. deBouffler following thefe 
fivers in their progrefs, faid, that at the top of 
St. Gothard a man might fpit into the Medi- 
terranean. The Rhine and the Rhone rife 
within a day's journey of the mountain. 

The next morning, after a good night's 
refl, in beds which were not bad though they 
had no curtains, and were in rooms of which 
the bare walls had no ornament but a few 
prints of the Virgin, we wrote our acknow- 
ledgements in the father's book, in which w e 
found the names of feveral of our friends. 
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We defcended, in about two hours, to 
Hopital, and in the evening continued our 
walk to Steig, over loofe ftones, which forely 
battered our feet in the delcent, but which 
could not prevent us from again admiring the 
Ihivered rocks with firs opening from the 
clefts; the torrents which frefhened the air of 
an hot evening, and the paths which wind 
under noble rocks and firs. We crofTed the 
river feveral times, as it afforded a narrow 
way, on either fide, between its channel and 
the bafe of the mountains. As I lagged be- 
hind my companion in the winding paths, I 
Gould, fometimes, converfe with him acrols 
deep chafms, all round which it was neceflary 
to walk. I have not yet been able to obferve 
any of that correfpondence of parts between 
the.oppofite hills, which Mr. Coxe reprefents 
as common in Switzerland. It is furely a 
prepofterous philofophy to fuppofe, that any 
of its valleys have been formed by a feparation 
of the mountains from any violent convulfion ; 
and if, with Ibme writers, we imagine then^ 
to have been excavated by the gradual attri- 
tion of water, the oppofite fides would not 
tally or correfpond in any apparent adaptation 
pf parts, Why, when we fee a mountain, or 

a valley^ 
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a valley, muft we look to the operation of 
natural caufcs for its production, and not 
luppofe that the face of nature originally pre- 
fented fuch variety at its firft creation ? This, 
however, is unpopular philofbphy, though we 
know that there were *^ high hills" before 
the deluge. 

We flept again at Steig, and dined next 
lay at Altdorf, and afterwards took a boat at 
Fluellin, for Lucerne, admitting two women, 
who petitioned for a paflage. After again 
admiring the hills that border on this beauti-? 
ful lake, we turned a point oppofite Brunnen, 
and entered into a part which we had not yet 
paffed. The lake here has no very great 
breadth : the banks furnifli very rich parkifh 
fcenes. The beach woods hang over the 
lake ; and when we flopped for refrelhment 
under the coves, the goats camie down to our 
boats. One of our female companions, whom 
we had admitted, recited prayers and hymns 
during the whole paflage, except when we 
checked her pious effufions by fome excellent 
ham ; or when her voice was overpowered by 
the louder flrains of one of our watermen, 
who fung to us the feats of William Tell, in 
ibme traditional fongs, which had a local 

pro, 
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propriety, as the borders of the lake were oc-» 
cafionally adorned with monuments ere<3:ed 
in honour of his exploits. We landed at 
Lucerne about feven in the evening. The 
town is finely fituated at the north-weftern 
end of the lake, and commands a delightful 
view. 

We fupped at the Table D'Hote, at the 
Eagle, with Mr. Dohm ; he was envoy from 
Pruiiia to Aix-la-Chapelle, and appears to ho 
very intelligent upon general Hibjeds. His 
lady, who was likewife prefent, is pretty. It 
is not unufual, in Switzerland, for ladies to 
cat at Tables D'Hotes, where they are well- 
ferved, and where the company is generally 
good. 

The haengewerk of the bridge at Lucerne, 
which is built over the Reuls, is painted with 
hiftorical reprefentations. The town has 
little but its fituation to recommend it to the 
eye. We went to the Jefuit's college* The 
librsify was removed at the fuppreffion of the; 
Order : the building is large, and now inha- 
bited by a few profeflbrs, with one of whom 
I converfed. H[e regretted, with much ap- 
parent concern and fincerity, the injury done 
to religion by the infidioys induftry of Voltaire 

an4 



( ^ss ) 

and his party, who have poifoned the fburces 
of Information. The Swils, who in general 
have Ibme tafte for Uterature, are more likely 
to fuffer from the wretched philolbphy , inferted 
in modern publications, iince, where all drink, 
many muft be intoxicated by (hallow draughts. 
We called alio on general PfitFer, to whom 
we had a letter of introdu6tion from his fon- 
in-law, with whom we had accidentally 
formed an acquaintance on St. Gothard. The 
general received us politely, and (hewed us his 
very accurate and elaborate model in wax and 
flone, of near a fourth part of Switzerland, 
in which he has obferved the relative height 
of the mountains, by a geometrical proportion, 
traced out local circumftances, and minutely 
marked every particular deferving attention* 

On leaving Lucerne we loitered, (lowly, 
in a hot evening, till we were overtaken, 
before our arrival at Sins, the place of our de^ 
ftination, by a violent ftorna of the heavieft 
rain, accompanied with thunder and light- 
ning. Every fla(h which threw its beautiful 
horrors acro(s the dark night that foon en- 
compaffed the woods in which we ftrayed, 
Reminded us of the inconfiderate delay with 
which we l^ad lingered in our delightful walk. 

ThQ 
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The next day, the gloomy circumftances o^ 
the precedmg night were forgotten, in the 
chearfuhiefs of a glorious lun, which, when 
we had proceeded four leagues farther, to 
Albis^ appeared to {pread its dazzling fplendor 
over the lake of Zurich, and enhvened us with 
its rays, as we returned, in the evening, to 
that town. 
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LETTER XIV. 



BernE; Aug. i4# 

WE arrived here yefterday ; but before we 
iet down at the Falcon, I muft return and 
conduft you from Zurich. We ftaid only 
one day at that town, after our return from 
St, Gothard ; and on that day went, in com- 
pany with many perfbns, down the Limmat, 
to a convent about two leagues from the 
town, to be prefent at the ceremony of two 
girls taking the veil : one of them appeared to 
be about eighteen and had a pretty faCe, with 
an expreffion fomewhat fiillen : the other was 
about twenty-four, her countenance meek 
and expreffive of gentle ferioufiiefs by a me- 
lancholy finile. The ceremony was extremely 
interefting : the folemnity of the fcene, the 
prefence of the parents, the grave and vener- 
able appearance of the abbot, the proftratioa 
iff the women, the tearing of the chaplets, the 

cutting 
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cutting ofF the hair, and the change of drefs 
fuggefted many affefting confiderations. 

In a voluntary refignation of the world, 
and in a folemn dedication to God, there is 
Ibmewhat grand and awful : but who is not 
grieved at the fight, when he refle(!ls that 
religion was not defigned for leclufion, but to 
qualify its difciples for adlive life ; that the 
number of confecrated women is too great for 
any purpofes that they could fulfil in convents ; 
that parental auth(M:ity,or infidious perfiiafion ; 
the flattery of artful careffes, the allurements 
of mifreprefented piety, or the defire of diftinc- 
ticm, <^en prompt to exertions, in which fiib- 
fequent refleftion will meditate with unavail- 
ing regret, and helpkfs forrow ? Who can hear, 
without regret and indignation, the minifters 
of religion prefcribing an oath, in which the 
ties of kindred are folemnly abjured, by per- 
fons who retreat to a feclufion from which the 
community will derive no benefit ? I was 
concerned to fee the parents ftand by and 
countenance the facrifice with unmoved fea- 
tures ; that not a Swifs girl prefent flied a tear 
at the fight of two young and interefting per- 
fbns throwing away all attachments and en- 
gagements till life fliould terminate in eter- 
nity : 
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nlty : though, notwithftandmg the fortitude 
of their behaviour, it might, perhaps, be (uC- 
peded, that each, reluftantly, 

« — Cafta incefte nubendi tempore in ipfo 

** Hoitia concideret madatu ma^fta parentis ♦•'* 

Might (hroud, fad viaim, in a cloifter's tomb, 
Her naarriageable charms and virgin bloom. 

In this cafe^ as in that of Iphlgenia, be it 
remembered, however, that not religion, but 
foperftition and miftaken views, enjoined the 
^crifice. Rehgion clearly, however it might 
be fuppofed, in ibme circumftances, to approve 
of a voluntary reiinquifliment of every earthly 
obftacle to the practice of its precepts, can 
never be conceived to countenance a con- 
ftrained and unwilling rejection of the Ibcial 
obligations^ and innocent connexions of life. 
They who would ferve God fliould lerve him 
with their unfettered will, not enchained to 
obedience by vows and a fingle effort, but by 
ipontaneous and continued affedion. Some 
tribute, however, I confefs, is due to thofe 

" — ^Thct mafter fo their blood 
** To undergo fuch maiden pilgrimage. 
** But earthly happier is the rofe diftiU'd, 
" Than that, which withering on the winder thorn, 
'* Grows, lives, and dies in fingle bleflednq/s." 
♦ Lucretius, B. i# 

I was 
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1 was (urprifed, on enquiry, to heaf that 
the fpirit of retiring to celibacy is, at prefent, 
prevalent among females, in the Roman Ca* 
thohc parts of Switzerland, Women can be 
but of little ufe in monafteries ; their la- 
bours are reftricled, and their Iphere of ex- 
ertion is, in general, confined to the cloifter ; 
but monks vifit the fick, and mingle with 
ibciety to adminifter the offices of religion. 

.We left Zurich on the nth, and drove, 
about four leagues, to JSaden. The baths 
of Baden, which were anciently celebrated 
under the name of Thermae Helvetica^, are 
about a mile from the town, and, at this fea- 
fon, much reforted to. The town was 
crouded, on this day, by numbers who flocked 
from all parts, in cciifequence of a gentleman 
of Soleure, having declared an intention of 
afcending with a balloon. After dinner there 
was great buftle of preparation : the filk was 
filled with fmoke from bladders : the gentle- 
man dilplayed an eagernefs to embark, in 
proportion to the folicitations of the company 
to difluade him ; but at length confented to give 
up the voyage, and the balloon failed away 
with the fame advantage to philofophy as if 
he had mounted v;ith it. To rifque the en- 

terprizc 
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terprize without any determinate view, with- 
out defign or apparatus for philofophical ob- 
fervations, is ridiculous ; and the people, who 
wanted but a fight, were as well pleafed at 
the balloon's rifing without human appen- 
dages. 

We proceeded the lame evening three 
leagues, to Schii>tznach, admiring the Reufs, 
which runs through a fine valley, and of 
which the banks are adorned with fome 
vineyards. In our courfe we croffed the 
Limmat: this neighbourhood abounds with 
rivers. After our arrival at Schintznach we 
ftrolled to the Aar, and walked up, through a 
fteep beach wood, to the caftle of Haplburg, 
which was erected in the eleventh century, 
within the ancient boundaries of Vindoniffa, 
and is famous, as the root of the family of 
Auftria, for having furnifhed Germany with 
an Emperor Rhodolph, of Hapfturg, elefted 
by the intereft of the archbilhop of Mayence, 
in 1 273. The precinfts of the caftle were 
not large : from its proud eminence it com- 
mands a fpacious view of a fine range of 
country, through which the Aar winds its 
courfe, between lofty mountains. The fmall 
remains of the building are now inhabited by 
- M a farmer, 
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a farmer, whoie defcendants may alio, in tho 
revolntion of time, perhaps, rife to empire. 

There is a great refort of perlbns to 
Schiiitziiach for the ufe of its mineral waters, 
which flow warm from the rock. There is 
one large houfe, for the reception of the 
company, in which all are commodioufly 
lodged together, and dine at the lame table^^ 
as at Matlock or Harrowgate* Among them, 
at prefent, is lord Findlater. 

Our next ftage was to Aran, which is about 
three leagues from Schmtznach; we drove 
through a country, which has but few of the 
bold features that ufoally chara£terize Swit- 
zerland. We flopped at Aran to call on Mr. 
Meyer, a ribbon-merchant, who has acquired 
a confidcrablc fortune in trade. Hjc (hewed 
us his model of ibme part of Switz^ilaod^ 
which is well executed; as alio fome very 
capital piiftures of Swifs peafantry ia tlwi 
coftume of their refpe^ve cantons. They 
are. painted by Jofeph Rcinhalt, whom Mr. 
Meyer has encouraged, and who merits every 
liberality of patronage. He has generally 
jfele^ed ibme perfbn remarkable for his cha*^ 
rafter or appearance; and when the work 
ihall be completed, it wiU he veryinterefting* 

The 
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l*he rdom, which Mr, Meyer is fitting up fbf 
the reception of thefe piftures, is fituated at 
the top of a tower, conftrufted with the folid 
ftrength with which the rude architects of 
antiquity roughly piled up their coarfe ftones, 
and formed a durable mais for future ages. 
Mr. Meyer luppofcs it to have been a Roman 
building; but the Romans were more ad- 
vanced in architeAure, when they entered 
Switzerland, than were the builders of this 
tower, which indicates rather the ftyle of 
ibmte very early inhabitants of the country. 
The room commands a fine view of the river 
Aar, and of the furrounding country with 
gentle hills of pafhire : of corn, we fee but 
fittk in Switzerland. 

The poftillion who conduced us, wilhed 
to loiter, as he was paid by the day. In tra- 
velling with thefe condu'ftors, we are com- 
pcHcd to Eften to exaggerated accounts of bad 
roads and difficulties. A poft was once eftab- 
liihed, but the inn^kccpers and voituriers, pe- 
titioned againft it, upon apprehenfions, on 
the part of the former, that they might fuiFer 
fcy the expeditious travelUng of ftrangers, and 
upon a kind of diflike, on the paft of the 
latfCT^ to give up the profits of th^ii^ prokSion^ 
M z One 
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One cannot, however^ wifli to travel with 
the poft through Switzerland where every 
hill is adorned, and every valley a landfcape. 
The voitnriers, it is true, proceed with the 
lame regular pace without any regard to the 
lingerings of tafte or the impatience of fatigue. 
Hence we interchanged frequent reprefenta- 
tions and remonftrances. In Ipite, however, 
of murmurs, we proceeded through ^nfin- 
gen, and the old town of Wiedlifpach, to 
Soleurc. The country, through which we 
pafTed, was beautifully varied with hills well 
Iprinkled with houfes and trees : we remarked 
a caftle, belonging to an advoyer of Berne, 
which was particularly to be admired. We 
faw, at fome diftance, the rude mountains of 
Jura, of which the fnowy tops were bright- 
ened by the rays of a delcending liin. We 
fupped at the crown-inn with a Swifs gentle- 
man, who was a great philofopher and a great 
admirer of the national aflembly, and pro- 
voked, or rather wearied me with the new 
political principles which this enlightened age 
has generated. 

The extravagant and miftaken ipirit of 
republican equality, which originated in 
France, leems to have fpread its influence 

farther 
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ferther than will conduce to the happincfs of 
Ibciety. Many of the Swifs have caught the 
contagion from the reftlefs people of that 
diftraftcd country, where, as in the time of 
Caefar, " not only in every city and in every 
diftrid, but almoft in every houfe there are 
factions ^." 

At the fubverfion of the arbitrary power 
and oppreflive abufes that have prevailed under 
the old government of France, all benevolent 
minds would rejoice, if they did not difap- 
prove of the prepofterous mode of reform, and 
forefee, that when every check that can in- 
fluence and keep the people in neceflary obe- 
dience is removed, affairs muft be foon left to 
the guidance of an uncontrolled and depraved 
mob. We hear of fome rumours of recent 
difturbances at Birmingham. The fpirit of 
difcontent has not, I hope, reached England ; 

*' If there be any land 

** Where common laws reftrain the prince and fubj^fl:, 

'* A happy land, where circulating power 

** * In Gallia non folum in omnibus pagis partibufqiie 
fed pene etiam in fingulis domibus, fadiones funt," ^ays -, 
the admirable hiftorian, not aware that he was dcfcribing' 
features of a national charadler that fliould re-appear after 
fo many centuries De Bell- Gall. 1.6. c. ii. 

M 3 ** Flows 
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«< Flows through each member of th' embodied ftatc, 
^* Sure, not unconfcious of the mighty blefling, 
^* Her grateful fons ftiine bright with every virtue ! 
** Untainted with the luft of innovation ; 
^' Sure all unite to hold her league of rule 
'* Unbroken, as the facrcd chain of nature 
^* That links the jarring elements in peace*.'* 

The town of Soleure, or Solethurne, is 
very ancient, as may be coUefted from a 
fhimpy infcription, under a dial plate in the 
chief ftreet, 

** In Celtis nihil eft Solodoro antiquiui, uois 
^* Exceptis Treviris, quorum ego difta Soror." 

•Midft the Celts none fo ancient as Soleure is fam'd^i 
Treves only excepted, whofe fifter Tm named. 

The tranllation has fidelity, at Ipaft, thougl| 
not poetry, to recommend it. 

The great church here is laid to have coft 
80,000 1. befides an additional expence pcca- 
fioned by an alteration ip the plan after the 
foundations were laid. This was a liberal 
exertioji for Switzerland. The defign and 
ftyle of architeftijre are fiiperior to thofe of 
any building that we have yet feen in this 
cpuntry, 

f Jphafon's Ireacw 

^^ " The 
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The French king has ufually an ambaflador 
here, who pays his lubfidies to the Swifi 
ftates. The late miniftcr retired in confe- 
quence of the revolution in France. The 
town of Soleure prefents a proof of the endea- 
vours which the French have ever exerted to 
conciliate the good will of the Swifs cantons ; 
for the front of the Jefuits church was 
built, as a parade of infcription reminds the 
jpeople, by Louis XlVth, and repaired by 
Louis XV. 

The women in this town wear a ftraw hat^ 
which is very fimple and well adapted to the 
climate. The whole place has an appear- 
ance of neatnefs and comfort, which refem- 
bles the air of a proteftant town. After 
leaving Soleure, I dined at Hindelbank, 
which is about fotrf leagues from Soleure, and 
about a league out of the ftrait road to Berne. 
Here we looked at madame Langhan's famious 
tomb, of which, notwithftanding Mr. Coxe's 
opinion, and the reputation of the king of 
Pruffia^s fculptor, I muft think the defign 
much luperior to the execution. Mr. Peters, 
in his beautiful pidure reprelenting the refiir- 
redion of a whole family, feems to have bor- 
rowed from and improved upon the plan. The 
^ 4 flone 
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ftone of the tomb is crumbling like the afhes 
which it contains, to decay. The defign, ere 
many years fhall have elapfed, will be pre- 
ferved only in the prints engraved from it ; 
and the fimple and pathetic infcription of 
Haller will be remembered only in the de- 
fcription of thofe, who have had tafte enough 
to copy it : it is well known, but is worth 
repeating. The mother, who is reprefented 
as rifing through the burfting tomb, at the 
refurredtion of the dead, holding the child ia 
her arms, exclaims, 

'* Hier her bin ich und das kind fo du mir gegeben 
" haft!"— 



Here am I, Lord, and the child which thou haft given 



me. 



The fumptuous monument erefted to the 
memory of count d'Erlach, a name recorded 
in the annals of Swifs freedom, and diftin- 
guiflied for eminent virtues, attrafts but little 
attention becaufe placed in the fame church. 

From Hindelbank to Berne is a plealant 
drive, of about two hours. 
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LETTER XV. 



Vevay, Aufr, i8. 

BERNE appeared to me, what it is uiually 
reprcicnted, a very handlbme to\wn. The 
ftreets are ipacious : the piazzas, with their 
low-arched fronts, give it a peculiar charaJcr: 
the ftore-houles would appear to more advan- 
tage if the arcades were more lofty : the walk, 
likewife, would in that cafe be equally fheltered 
from flui or rain, and there would be a much 
freer circulation of air : the town is kept neat, 
but it is by felons, chained with a collar and 
hook over their heads : the terraifes, particu- 
larly that behind the cathedral which over- 
looks the Aar, afford very agreeable walks, 
where the Berne ladies, who are very pretty, 
exhibit their charms better displayed by drefs 
than thofe of any Swils women which we 
Jiave yet feen. The refinement of a rich 
5 ariftocracy 
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ariftocracy has introduced in(»e of the French 
manners here than prevails in the other parts 
of Switzerland, which we have feen. The 
military men, who have enriched thcm- 
felves in other countries, return with an im- 
portation of foreign cuftoms, and extend a 
tafte for luxury, with rapidity, among a peo- 
ple who retain a reverence for the nobility, 
which their anceftors pofTeffed ; where educa- 
tion has inftilled a Ipirit of elegance, where 
little literature is cultivated, and an inconfi- 
derable trade is carried on in a jM'ovincc fo 
little fertile, fb inland and badly fituated for 
communication with other countries by water • 
As the men, however, are generdly engaged 
in the offices of government, or in forciga 
iervice, there is not much of that pernicious 
diffipation which refidts from idlends. 
Gaming is effeftually fuppreflfed, for evcrjr 
member of the council takes an oath to in- 
form againfl any whom he (hall fee engaged 
hi high play. The " lenesfiib nodem fufiirri'* 
are heard in the public walks, but they are, 
in general, the whifpers of honourable love, 
or the felicitations of allowed indulgence, 
jfeklom the infi^ous foggeftions of fedudioiu 
1% is Yaiu, iodccd, to attempt fedu^ion, for 

the 
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iSie feducer is compelled to marry the womaii 
whom he has vitiated — to take, as his compai^ 
>iion through life, the woman whom he has 
degraded, Public brothels, under certain 
regulations, are allowed; and fhg traveller 
l^eeds fbme qf the difcretion which Homer 
and Afcham recommen4ed, left ** he fall into 
the lap pf foine wanton dallying damfei 
Calypfo;^ 

We have ipet with many Englifli here, of 
jJl ranks and charaders* AJl are enrapture4 
with Switzerland, where, in delightful iceneS| 
jthey find enough of their countrymen to pre- 
clude jhe neceffity of aflbciating with foreign- 
ers, and where the perpetual allurement of 
new fchemes gratifies their fpirit of rambling 
and adventure, Among tlK^ who refide 
Jiere^ we were diverted \>y the extravagant 
converfation of a man, who fancies that he 
fliould be in danger of affaifinatiQn frqm fbme 
patriotic gentleman in Eiigland, if he were to 
ircturn there, becaufe, in a very zealous adi- 
yity for Wilkes, he had displayed fome quali- 
p€^ and defigns fimilar to thofe of Cromwel, 
fhoughf as far a§ we could judge of his abilities, 
pur coi^ftitution would be in no great danger 
from 1^^ exeftioris; and he^ probably, will be 

t>uried 
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buried as guiltlefs of his country's blood as the 
village Cromwel, in Gray's Elegy. How 
various are the fhades of infanity ! 

There is, at prefent, in the neighbourhood 
of Berne, a camp compofed of 2,500 men, 
formed with defign to check the increafing 
murmurs of the Pays de Vaud. The councils 
alfo are occupied with debates upon this liib- 
jed. The fymptoms of difcontent are ftrong, 
but they need not occafion any great alarm, 
for the complaints alledged are chiefly on 
liibjefts of municipal privileges and claims of 
the higher ranks, who objeft to the ariftocracy 
of Berne, that it has monopolized all official 
dignities and profits; which privileges and 
claims, however they may zShA the towns, 
do not intereft the peafantry and people at 
large ; who know that their benefit is not the 
objedl, and that they will not profit by a more 
equal diftribution of thole advantages ; and who 
befides are very fenfible of the attention which 
the government pays to the improvement of 
agriculture and to whatever afFefts their inte- 
refts, and retain a lively recolleftion of the 
benevolent affiftance which, in the fe verities 
and diftreffes of fome recent winters, they 
have experienced. 

The 
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The public buildings, at Berne, are hand- 
fbme, though they do not fhew any great de- 
parture from the fimplicity of the country, 
which confults utility rather than ornament 
in its buildings, even where the dawnings of 
tafte moft appear. The Hotel de Ville, at 
which the counfel and fenate aflemble, is an 
old building : in it are fbme convenient 
rooms and fome hiftorical pi6lures, not io 
interefting as paintings, as that they relate to 
the foundation of Berne and the origin of the 
charter of the town. 

The new room, for the library, fhews but ^ 
little advancement in fkill of architefture : it 
is, I think, ill contrived, and fitted up with 
but little tafte or refpeft to the convenience 
of readers : it is rich in manufcripts. 

On the evening of the 1 5th we proceeded 
to Friburg, a town about fixteen miles diftant 
from Berne, remarkably fituated on the 
river Sajie, amidft the fcenery of craggy rude 
mountains : it is filled with Romifh churches 
profufely loaded with ornaments, and with 
convents that contain large libraries, in which 
I obferved not any book or manufcript that 
deferved notice for its rarity. The women 
ftruck us as wonderfully pretty : their com- 
- . plexions 
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flexions are delicate, and their coun*€l4an(!es^ 
which feem all moulded in fimilar forms, are 
very intcrefting. We did not think it worth 
while to fee the hermitage in this neighbour- 
hood. All hermitages are alike, and we need 
not deviate from any road in Switzerland for 
romantic fcenery* 

Leaving Friburg the next morning, wo 
travelled about fix leagues farther, through a 
charming circular valley, richly covered wkh 
groves, to Bull, a fmall town of one fkreet^ m 
which, the only things worth notice were, a 
Capuchin convent, and the fign of our iton, 
the defign of which fecmed to have been 
tittle calculated to promote the advantage of 
the houfe, as it rcprefented Death with a 
wine glafs in his hand. 

On quitting Bull, we few the viUage of 
Gruycres, Q) famo«s for the cheefe which » 
exported to aU countries, and thence proceed-^ 
iog through a fine pafture country, we flept 
at Chatel St. Denys, where a bailiff refides kk 
^ caftle, the conftruftion of the thick walls of 
which reduced the ancient counts of Gruyerea^ 
to indi^nce. 

The next mor-ning a fliort ride by the lafce^ 
of Geneva, which opei^d beautifiiUy, con- 

duae4 
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dufted us to Vevay. Slight incidents often 
make deep impreffions, and trifling occur- 
reaces may kad to very intercfting refleftions* 
As we continued our journey toward Vevay, 
a 6>x eroded our road; no bad omen, we 
hoped. The ancient Scots thought, that if 
fox, hare, or any game, were feen and not kil- 
led,, it was inaufpicious ; and a fimilar prejudice 
j^-evailed among other nations, as to the hare, 
as we learn from the Neapolitan lawyer, 
Alexander ab Alexandro. 

We arrived at Vevay juft in time to fee a 
fcptennialcelebration of the Fete desVignerons, 
wliich feems to have been a very early, and, 
perhaps, an heathen infHtution. A procef- 
fioD, compo&d of the reprefentatives of 
Ceres, Bacchus, Flora and Pomona, with their 
jrefpeftive attendants, and with appendages of 
corn, grapes, flowers and fruit, carried inprofufe 
dif^y, paraded merrilyround the town. Thefc 
jovial deities were perfonated by people fe- 
levied for their figure or beauty ; and if Ceres 
were formerly as charming as the girl who 
perlbrme^T her part, Pluto would probably 
have taken the mother, inftead of the daugh- 
jter, to hi^ dark abode. Sijtenus, rolling from 
fide to fide between his fiipporters, was not 

forgotten. 
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forgotten. The charafters were drefled with 
luitable ornaments, and the proceffion was 
continued with finging and much gaiety, for 
four or five hours ; after which the gods and 
goddefles repaired, under fome fine trees that 
ran clofe to the lake in the town, to partake 
of the plenty which they aflembled to cele- 
brate ; and where, as Bacchus and Ceres were 
prefent, there is no reafon to llippofe that 
Venus grew cold. A humorous fellow, who 
was employed to harangue them, in a bur- 
lefque difcourfe, amufed the company much, 
by his coarfe but fprightly fallies. There was 
much good-humour and no diflurbance. Our 
prince Auguftus, and many Englifh, both 
kdies and gentlemen, partook of the amufe- 
ments of the day. 

The next day I walked to Clarence, which 
is towards the extremity of the lake, about a 
league and half from^Vevay. We afcended 
to the caftle of Chatillard, which is very 
beautifully fituated on an eminence, and 
commands a glorious view of the lake, the 
mouth of the Rhine, and the diftant rocks of 
Meillerie. It is furrounded by delightful 
vineyards planted in an artificial foil brought 
to thofe hills, and fupported by fome walls 

left 
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left it fliould be carried away by the torrents 
that often rufli from the fummits of the moun-. 
tains. Rouffeau could not have chofen a 
more delightful fpot to defcribe with his en- 
chanting pen ; but the caftle no longer be- 
longs to Wolmar, nor could 1 colled any 
anecdotes of Julia. , I looked in vain for 
traces of the bower and the elyfium. 

There are many rooms half-furniflied : it 
at prefent belongs to a bailif ; and in an upper 
room, where criminals are examined, I ob- 
ferved fome inftruments of torture, which are 
ftill fuffered by the government of Berne to 
be in the hands of individual magiftrates* 
In the evening we had a ball, at which, the 
walfe and country dances kept us up till 
three or four in the morning. I had the 
pleafure of dancing with a partner, who, 
though fomewhatof apenfive caft, convinced 
me that St. Preux might have found a Julia 
at Vevay* Our prince was prefent. He has 
adopted the affable manners that prevail in 
Switzerland. ' 

The coftumes of Switzerland are very 

various i ' the women here fometimes wear 

long tails of braided hair. After marriage 

N thefe 



( '78 ) 

thcfc braids are twifted round the head, and 
fattened at the top with a fmall filver bodkin, 
which, as commentators reprefent Shakefpear's 
** bare bodkin," is a fword^ 
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LETTER XVL 



Vevay, Aug. 24. 

WE are returned to this beautiful place 
after an excurfion to Chamouny, which we 
have taken out of order, in accommodation to 
fbme friends who have joined us, and who 
make but a ihort ftay in Switzerland. It is a 
plealant circumftance that travelling in Swit- 
zerland one every where meets parties, who 
are rambling amidft its beautiful fcenes. We 
are often unexpectedly tempted to deviate 
from our plan, and to give up the route we 
had adopted, for the {ake of feeing, in com- 
pany, fcenes that it is interefting to fee toge- 
ther* You muft not, therefore, take }our 
route from me in general, as we often go out 
of Coxe's or Martyn's line, and return to fee 
what we had before omitted. 

We left Vevay on the 19th, and proceeded, 

by ^e fide of the lake^ to its extremity ; and 

N i through 



( ^^ ) 

through Aigle, a fmall gloomy town In $ 
charmmg country, to Bex, which is about fix 
leagues from Vevay, After dining there, at 
the Table D'Hote, with Ibme intelligent 
travellers, we rode about half a league to 
exarttifie the famous falt-works at Bevieux# 
The water is conveyed to them, by pipes, 
from the fource at Fondemont, which is about 
a league farther, whither we afterwards went ; 
and having procured guides, lights, and 
dreffcs fit for the journey, we entered the 
fbuferreins by a narrow pafTage cut through 
the rock, and walked about four hundred feet 
to the chief fource, which ifTues in a very 
inconfiderable btlt perennial ftream ; this is re- 
ceived into a grand excavation, whether natural 
or artificial I know not, that ferves as the refer- 
voir for the water, and is about one hundred 
feet in length. The country about Bex and 
Fondemont is to be admired for its finely* 
wooded hills. 

The next morning we drove about three 
leagues, to Martigny, having entered the 
Vallais at St. Maurice, by a romantic pafs, over 
a Roman bridge j and having flopped ta 
GOfiitemplate the beautiful cafcade, called 
PiflEe-Vache^ which falls from a great height 

with 
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With much elegance. It firft arches with a 
fine bold curve : it afterwards Ihoots into 
many Ipiral forms which have fomewhat of 
a dr.rk cloudy hue, and then terminates its 
fall in a graceful foamy fpray. 

Near Martigny we noticed the ruin of the 
old caftle, where, formerly, the bifhops lived : 
they now, however, refide at Sion. We were, 
at Martigny, obliged to leave our carriages ; 
and haying procured horfes and mules, we 
rode about three leagues over ftony roads and 
rude hills, to Trient, which is.fituated in the 
Vallais, in a bottom, lurrounded by tremend- 
ous mountains -covered with fiiow. Here 
we dined at a wretched inn, and afterwards 
having ridden about half a league farther, we 
began to afcend the Col de Balme. We 
toiled over ftony paths by a very fteep afcent, 
our mules labouring above us, for it was im- 
pofEblc to ride; and we trembled, as they 
hung over us in parallel roads, which they 
often did, from the winding of the path. We 
were three or four hours before we had llir- 
mounted our difficulties and reached the 
fiimmit ; when we began to defcend in paths 
lefe precipitous, indeed, but down flippery 
JjiilS; and covered with a thick brouillard. 
ji 3 We 
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We wondered to fee the cattle defcendiug 
from neighbouring mountains, down paths 
that appeared to us, at fome diftance, abfb- 
lutely perpendicular ; and from one of which, 
a rafh Englifhman, not long fince, fell giddy. 
The defcents are, indeed, fo rapid, as to be 
dangerous to perfons and cattle moft accu- 
^omed to them ; and accidents fo often occur, 
that on the brows of the mountains are often 
erefted wooden crofles, in honour of protect- 
ing faints, or to deprecate the wrath of the 
evil Genii, whom the liiperftition of the peo- 
ple imagines to be always contriving mifchief 
againft them. From the top of the hill we 
had a fine view of the vale of Chaumony and 
his fiiow-tipped mountains, particularly of 
Mont Blanc, which, according to St. George 
Shuckborough's account is, 159662 feet 
above the level of the fea ; and, according to 
that of Mr. De Luc, 15,304, and which is, 
therefore, the higheft mountain in the old 
world, exceeding that of Caucafus, or any 
mountain in Afia or Africa. 
«tWe did not reach the bottom, of the hill 
tilldarkiiels made us rejoice at our fafe arrival; 
we had ftill, however, near three leagues to 
ride, by the fide of the river Arve, and to 

pafs 
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pais over *' four-inch bridges,'* every now 
and then, which were thrown acrofs beds of 
torrents ; or to ford the Arve, where its wind- 
ings in the valley required it. We arrived, 
however, fbon after ten o'clock, at the inn 
called Balance, and found the refrefhment 
which we much wanted. 

The next morning, as loon as our guides 
had been to mafs, we procured mules and 
afcended, for about an hour, over the fteep 
and rugged paths of Montanvert, when we 
were obhged to difinount, and toiled, for 
about two hours more, along the road of the 
Chryftal hunters, flopping, indeed, frequently 
to repofe and refrefh ourfclves with the wild 
ftrawberries and milk, which the peafants' 
children brought uS, and to contemplate the 
rude fcenery of the mountains and the vale of 
Chanyuny, through which the fhoaly river 
Arve rimples along. 

We at length arrived at the fiimmit, and 
had a view of the magnificent glaciers which 
are encircled by vaft and favage rocks rifing in 
gigantic and fantaftic forms, fometimes ter- 
minating in fharp needle points. The gla- 
ciers appeared to us like waves of ice topped 
with ihow; they extend many miles in 
N 4 length 
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length and one in breadth. The day was 
beautiful : niany other parties had afcended, 
and we found ourfelves furrounded by Eng- 
lifhmen and beautiful Eiiglifh ladies; among 

whom were the. Honourable Mif§- C *s. 

We defcended .to the gkciers, looked into 
the tremendous blue clefts in the ice, and 
heard ftones roar for a confiderable time "after 
we threw them in. Mr. Bourrit, who was 
with us, pointed out the gigantic rocks 
over which he afcended for his perilous ex- 
pedition, into Piedmont; and he talked to us 
of Avalanches, none of which we law or 
heard ; of mafles of ice which fall from the 
mountains, and lucceffively roll towards the 
valley, like generations of men fucceeding each 
other. The whole mafs fometimes gains 
upon the valley and fometimes recedes fronx 
it, as is evident from the Qeftruftioil or en- 
creale of the fir-trees on it. 

After re-afcending from the bottom, where 
we. had examined the glaciers, we repofcd 
ourfelves, in ftraggling parties, on the {um- 
mit, lying on the grafs and refrefliing our- 
felves and the guides with the provifions we 
had brought. We afterwards defcended to 
Chamouny, by a fteeper path over loofc ftones^ 

where 
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where our poles, and fometimes our friendly 
and officious guides, fupported us : we reached, 
in abon^ an hour and ha:f, and contemplated 
with great - al^oni/hme lit and pleallire the 
Iburce of the x^rver^n, wh-cl iliues from 
the glacier of Argentiere, c liled la Mer de 

'Glace, rolling under a magnificent vaulted 
arch formed by projecting ice, undermined 
into a tremendous cavern ; within this is a 
fmaller circle, or arch, divided from the other 

^by an immenfe fiflure, which will probably 
fall, ere long, together with the piece of rock 
that refts upon it. The children mount, 
fearlefs, upon the upper arch, though we 
could hardly behold them without apprehen- 
fion. Our mules met us here, and we re- 
turned to Chamouny, and in the evening 
rode to the glaciers of Boffon, to which the 
afcent is lels difficult as we rode within a 
quarter of a mile of them. The ice here 
alTumes a pyramidical form, appearing, if the 
comparifbn be not degrading, like fugar loaves, 
or inverted balket fait, in gigantic reprefen* 
tation. 

The next day we returned to Martigny by 
the Tete Noire. The road, which is com- 
pofed of ^n irregular flair-cafe of pavement, 

winds 
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winds round fearful precipices. The barren 
rocks, the romantic entrance of the vallais, 
and the rich expanle of a woody valley and 
hills, decorated with cottages and paftures ; 
the beautiful cafcade of Argentiere, and other 
fells of water, together with the dark firs which 
crowned the funimit of the Tete Noire, 
formed a fuccejGion of very ftriking and mag- 
nificent fcenes, diiplayed with infinite variety 
of light and {hade, and diverfified with every 
combination of form. The eye, in moun- 
tainous countries, embraces more objefts, and 
beholds them more diftinftly than it can in 
looking over extenlive plains. The hill ex- 
pofes all the furface of its fide, gradually de- 
tailed in perfed gradation of colour and with 
decreaied appearance of diftancc : all the 
parts are fhewn without interruption from in- 
tervening objefts; and if the diftance is 
bounded, it is oftea at an elevation above the 
clouds. The paffes alfb, and openings be- 
tween the mountains, draw on the mind to 
an idea of diftance beyond that excited by the 
contemplation of unvaried plains. 

As we arrived at Trient we law the oppofitc 
bill covered with a long afcending train of 
people, preceded by priefts and religious orders, 

in 
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In their proper drefles, who had come here, 
from Martigny, to lupplicate for rain, and 
were returning, flowly, in folemn proceffion. 
- At Martigny we again remarked the 
number of Cretins aiid goitered perfbns who 
iiififer from the ftagnant air of this enclofed 
valley, and the noxious vapours which arife 
from its marfhy land. We flept this night 
at Bex, and returned the next day to Vevay, 
having only flopped to look at the fortrefs of 
Chilon, which projects into the lake. Here 
Rouffeau, who has given a local intereft to 
his Nouvelle Heloife, reprefents the Child of 
Julia to have fallen into the water. The 
hiftory of the ^xraftle did not engage our atten- 
tion fb much as the recolleftion of the ddii'- 
tious incident which occafioned the death of 
the lovely wife of Wolmar. The caftle now 
contains about 1 50 men, who are placed here 
in confecjuepce of difcontents in the Pays de 
Yaud- 
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LETTER XVII. 



Neufc^atel; Sept. 4. 

WE left Vevay on the 24th, and dined at 
Aloudon, which is about fix leagues from 
Vevay, one of the moft ancient towns in 
Switzerland : it was formerly called Minno- 
' dunum ; and in later times was the capital of the 
part of the Pays de Vaud which belonged to the 
duke of Savoy. There is an infcription over 
the gate of the Hotel de Ville, which makes 
mention of a prefcnt of 75,000 fefterces given 
by Quintus jElius, a prieft of Auguftus, for 
the foundation of a gymnafium, or fchool, for 
martial exercifes, with a diredion, that if the 
money were not employed at Maudon, it 
/hould be given to Avanches. It is intereft- 
ing to fee, ftill extant, charafters of liberality 
infcribed near eighteen centuries ago. 

At Payerne, four leagues farther, we faw 

the camp now removed from Berne. The 

9 country 
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Country,' through which we this day pafled,' 
is parkifli : its gentle, well- wooded flopes of 
pafhire, and occafional corn fields, are very 
pleafing. 

We flept at Avenche, which is fi^tuated 
near the lake of Morat, and which Tacitus 
defcribed under the name of Aventicum, as 
the principal town of Helvetia, in his time. 
We looked here at Ibme remains of molaic 
pavement near the caftle, of which the defign 
reprefenting Bacchanals, was, as far as we could 
judge from what is left, very handfome. It 
appears to have been confiderably injured and 
deprived of many of its parts. The count de 
Caylus was allowed to take away one compart^ 
ment of it, containing two latyrs admirably exe- 
cuted. It was broken, however, in the car- 
riage. From a glory which encircles the 
head of Bacchus, the work is fuppofed to 
have been executed after the time of Velpa- 

fian. Lord C ^n has ordered part of the 

work, which remains, to be enclofed, with a 
view to preferve a Ipecimen of it. There are 
fome veftiges of an Arena behind the caftle, 
and a column of marble, a Roman monument, 
near the town ; as alfo the ruins of a fmall 

aquedudt. Lord C n is often at Avenche 

on 
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«* Qui non palazzi, non teatro, O loggia 

** M'an lor vece, un abete, un faggio, un pino 

** Tra I'erba verde e'l vel monte vicino 

" Levan di terra al ciel ndftr^ intelletto." 

No theatre, or palace, here appears ; 

No high-wrought temple its proud columns rears : 

But, 'midft the beauteous hills, and verdant meads^ 

Raifing, in tow'ring pomp, their leaf-crown'd heads^ 

Th' afpiring pine, or fir, or beach. 

Exalts our thoughts from earth, the fkies to reach. 

We were difappointed on light of the fall of 
Staubbach. The water precipitates itfelf 
from an immenfe height, above 900 feet, but , 
its volume, though now reduced, had none of 
the feathery elegance which we admired at 
the PifTe-Vache, It fbmetimes is increafed 
to a prodigious Iwell; and on the 7th of this 
month, when filled by rain or melted fhow^ 
it delcended in liich a tremendous torrent, 
that -the marks of its devaftation will be long' 
feen. The ground over which it paffed is black 
and wafte ; and the water of another torrent 
rolling at the fame time with irrefiftible vio- 
lence, carried away fome houfes of the village, 
the inhabitants of which narrowly efcaped. 
As the fmall inn had been wafhed away at 
the fame time, we procured fome refrelhmeni 
at the minifter's houfe. Here we determined^ 
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as we had feen the Glace de M er, to give up 
the glaciers of Grindenwald, Meyringen, &c. 
and we therefore returned towards the lake* 

Many, doubtlefs, will conden^n us for 
omitting, when fo near, to fee thefe intereft- 
ing places ; and we expe£t to hear from our 
fiiends, that they are better worth notice than 
any thing in Switzerland ; but we muft put 
ibme bounds to curiofity : and why fhould we 
be always feeking pleaiiire at the expence 
of thwarting inclination? We took up 
our abode in a fmall village, at an inn once 
honoured by the flumbers of the prince 
dc Conde. The next morning we were 
rowed back to Thun by three perlbns, the 
ufual number, one of whom was a woman. 
On our arrival we called on Mr. Huber, a 
painter of Geneva, who is here to take views. 
He (hewed me one or two landfeapes; his 
manner is fbmewhat hard. His figures and 
cattle are well done. He ftudied in Italy. 
He has attempted to introduce the glaciers 
with better lucfcefs than might be expedlcd. 
The caftle of Thun commands a fine view of 
the lake. We flept at Berne. 

The next day we dined at Arbourg, in 

company with a Swifs who has the rank of 

o colonel 
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colonel in the Swifs fervice. He gave one of 
our party a letter of introduction to Ncu* 
chatel, which, fufpiciousLofhis artful manners, 
my friend opened atid found to be a recom- 
mendation to a lady, who would find him a 
proper fiibjeft to be fleeced. 

The country about Arbourg is adorned 
with great variety of oak and beach : its dark 
hills are finely clothed. We reached Bienne 
in the evening, time enough to walk to a 
cafcade fituated amidft ** low browed rocks" 
and Tomantic hills. 

Bienne, fituated at the bottom of Jura 
mountains, has no diflinguifhing buildings to 
charafterize it. There is a remarkable fpring 
which fiipplies above eighty fountains in the 
town : the water is pernicious to the teeth, 
as appears to be the cafe of many other fpfiiigs 
^^a^Switzerland. Its bad qualities are! laid l to 
be ^derived from the rock through which it 
flows. Fountains are the chief ornaments of 
the Swifs towns : there is generally one. in 
each, furrounded by a broad bafbn, at whicfi 
the women afiemble, with tubs, to walh their 
vegetables. Bienne is under the fovereignty 
of the bifliop of Bafle, whofe reduced power 
is, however, chiefly nominal and cereoaorpous; 
- -^ ^ As 
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As the tlay was unfavourable for the water, 
we drove about three leagues on the road to 
Bafle, along the edge of a fteep valley beauti- 
fully (haded with beach, oak, and fir, which 
intermingle their various hues. After flop- 
ping at a finall houfe for dinner, we walked, 
about a league, to Pierre Pertruis, a fingular. 
rock^ which appears to have been perforated 
for a road, as it ihould feem from an 
infcription, which, however, is of difput- 
able interpretation by the Romans. It fepa- 
ratcs Val St. Irmier from the diftrid of the 
old Rauraci, and is part of the chain of rocks 
branching from mount Jura. Julius Caelar, 
the monopolizer of great works, is fbmetimes 
rcprefented as the author of this. 

On our return to Bienne we called on 
Hartman, and faw fome beautiful views taken 
by him in body colours, particularly one of 
the ifland of St. Pierre, in the lake of Bienne* 
We flipped at the public table with a demp- 
crat philofbpher, who had all the ignorance 
and conceit of this enlightened age. He de- 
fended the national affembly, wifhed ferioufly 
to emafculate the clergy in order to fecure 
their continence, and profefTed himfelf a deift 
that believed in Chrifl. 

o 2 After 
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After complying with the requeft of oirr 
hoft, to figftify, on paper, that we were fetifr 
iied with the treatment at hishouie, arequeft 
which he makes to all his guefts, c^entati-^ 
dully to diiplay the tefHnK)nieSy we engaged 
a boat to convey ns to the ifle ck St* Kerw, 
the beautiful ^tto which Roul&au rettred, 
and from which he was driven, by a (i% fpirit 
of perfecution, from the government of Bafle, 
origmating in narrow pcdicy* 

He celebrates it with much entlmfiafin* 
The ifland is about two miles in circumfbr*' 
cnce. The finall Ipot is enlivened with a 
charming variety of woods, vineyards, or* 
chards, and meadows, terminated on onfe fide 
by a noble terrace which looks over the 
neighbouring land that borders on the lake, 
of which the banks are rich and pleafing* 
We dined here in the farm houfe in whicb 
Rouffeau refided, and reflefted on his memory 
with much pleafing regret. We lamented 
that his genius was not alUed to a pure?' 
judgment and better principles. If the ima- 
gination be not confined within fbifter bounds^ 
than its own fancy may prefcribe, itwillofteit 
riot into coarfe and licentious indulgence* 
Rouffeau, in all his works, ^ve the reins to 

an 
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an mtemperate i^iirit ; but in his Con&filons 
lie diiplayed a wild phrenzy which tore off 
the (kirts that (hould cover human nakednefs^ 
and wantonly exhibited every deformity. 

In the evening having crofTed over to our 
carriages at Neuville, we drove about four 
leagues to Neuchatel, which is iweetly fitu<- 
ated on the lake of that pame. We were 
much pleafed with this agreeable town and its 
neat appearance. The Maifon de Ville was 
built at the expenceof Mr. David Parry, who 
was a native of Neuchatel, and beftowed part 
of a large fortune, that he acquired atLifbon^ 
in the conftru^on of this building, and of an 
hofpital, which is fiipported at the expence of 
the town, but of which, by an illiberal re- 
ftriiftion, only the bourgeois can partake. 

The Pruflian governor ieidom refides at 
Neuchatel, though he has the difpofal of the 
civil and military appointments, with a limi- 
tation to the burghers, or fubjefts of Neuchatel. 
No laws can be enadied but by the council of 
ftate, the magiibrates of the town, and the 
people of Vallengin, Their municipal im- 
munities, and independent privileges, are 
fecured hy very ^portant regulations, accepted 
by the houfe of Brandenburg before it was 
o 3 invefted 
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invefted with the fovercignty of Ncuchatel. 
The people enjoy a confiderable ihare of 
liberty, and are but flightly taxed. Trade, 
unfettered by partial reftriftions, flourilhes to 
a confiderable extent : proofs of which we 
faw in the magazines of printed callicoes, 
muflins, &c, that belong to Mr. PourtalpJ, whp 
has acquired a large fortune, . 

Many Enghfh chufe Neuchatel as an agreer 
able place of refidence : here is a good and 
well regulated fbciety : the people are chear- 
ful and affable ; the women and girls converfe 
with great franknefs and good humour: 
they are not taught to be apprehenfive of men, 
for the laws proted them from the infidious 
defigns of feduftipn. If a m^^ corrupt a girl 
he muft marry her, or give up his country 
or poffeffions for ever ; or if he be previoufly 
married, he is compelled to make very 
large pecuniary reparations. The magiftrates 
exert themfelves with great activity, and 
prevent all public proftitutes. The people 
are chearful and polite : among them refides 
Mr. Du Perou, the editor of the pofthumous 
continuation qf Rouffeau's Confeffions. 

Since our arrival here we have made a 

little excurfiop to Locle, where the watch 
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trade goes on brilkly. The mechanifm of 
the work may be good, but its external orna- 
ments are not elegant, though there are fomc 
ingenious inventions to facilitate the execu- 
tion of the engraver's defigns. The country 
about Locle, which rifes into gentle eminen- 
ces, formerly covered with forefts, is now 
adorned with neat white houfes, which indi- 
cate a difFufion of wealth and the dawnings 
of tafte. The founder of this colony died in 
1 741. The fuccefs of his projefts has encou- 
raged other manufafturers, as thofe pf cutlery, 
mathematical inftruments, ftockings, ^c. to 
try their fortune on thefe hills of liberty ; and 
^e un(J?rftand that they have had no reafoii 
to repent. We flept at la Chaux de Fond, 
which is on the edge of Franche Comte. 
After havmg feen fome new modes of life in 
this expedition, we returned to Neuchatel, 
^ough chearful villages, by a different road. 
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LETTER XVIIL 



Geneva, 3ept. 12. 

WE left Neuchatel September the 3d, and 
arrived, in the evening, at Yverdun, eight 
leagues from Neuchatel, having ikirted the 
lake, and driven through a country v^here 
rude and elegant fcenery were beautifully 
contrafted, and w^ell-cultivatcd hills, vineyards, 
and meadows, with diftant mountains and 
glaciers, furniflied frefli objects of admiration 
every inftant. 

Yverdun lies in rather a flat fituation, at 
the fouth-eaft end of the lake. It is moftly 
to be admired for its walk, which is enclofed 
by two branches of the river Thiele. The 
printing-houfe is famous : we did not hear of 
its being well employed at prefent. 

As we were not acquainted with any per- 
fbns at Yverdun, we were not dilpofed to ftay 
long there, 
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Our firft ftage, next morning, was to Orbc, 
which is proudly feated on an eminence, and 
is difthiguiflied for its antiquity. The caille 
and the tower, which are not among the moft 
ancient buildings of the town, add to its 
ftrength. We called on Mr. De Venel, and 
faw the very interefting and afFe<9ing inftitu- 
tion made by his brother, for the reftoration 
of diftorted limbs. There are now eleven 
children here, fqme of which are fourteen 
years of age, and fbme even more, in a ftatc 
of recovery from dreadful diftortions. Young 
perfons are more certain of recovery; but 
adults have been often treated with great fuc-^ 
cefe, and obtained at leaft an alleviation of 
their misfortunes : and the waxen reprefen- 
tations, and plates of the cures that have been 
efFefted, muft furnifh fiibjed pf hope to thofe 
moft difordered. 

Mr. Venel is affifted by Mr. Facard, his 
nephew. The patients board with a woman 
who refides in the houfe, and pay about 
il. IIS. 6d. per month. Mr. Venel's charge 
to the poor is 4I. 4s. for the firft month,^ 
2I. 23. for the fecond, and il. is. for every 
:(ub(equent month. The patients feem all 
rem^kably fpnd of Mr. Venel, and accoft 
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him with great appearance of gratitude and 
afe£tion. His treatment is very gentle, and. 
his cures effefted very gradually ; and we arc 
allured, that the mechanical mode adopted 
can by no means injure the general health or 
fpirit^ of the patient. The houfe is finely 
fituated on a rock ; and the romantic garden 
defcends to the river Orbe, over which a fine 
arch is thrown. 

On leaving Orbe we deviated from our 
road to fee the caftle of Barthelemi, which 
commands a magnificent view, and arrived at 
Laufanne in the evening. 

Laulanne is an irregular town, with few 
buildings that deferve notice. The cathedral 
is a light gothic edifice ; ne?ir it there is a 
walk which coijimand^ a glorious view of the 
lake and the projecting mountains, the coaft 
of Chablais, &c. All the houfes that are in 
continuation from that of Mr. Gibbon border 
on the lak?, and have a view tjjiat np other 
country can equal. The college is a large 
buildhig, which contains a library of many 
thoufand volumes, of which the Englifti are 
allowed the ufe, m cjonfideration of many do- 
nations by Enghflimen. The bailif 's caftl? 
is well iituated. T^^ land fcenery neay 
J^^yfanne is piijlurelque : the town is di- 
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vided by a kind of valley ; its parts would be 
better connefted by a bridge, like that at 
Edinburgh, than by fteps, as it is no^i". Many 
Englifh refide here, and fbmething of Englilh 
manners prevails. The beft company is to be 
feen at Mr. Sarjent's, to whom ftrangers eafily 
procure introduction. At Mr. Gibbon's w? 
were pleafed with feeing the features of Eng-^ 
lifli genius, in the prints of Mr. Fox, Lord 
Thurlow, and Lord North. Mr. Gibbon 
profeffes to have loved this country from his 
early youth, and to enjoy here, under a mild 
goveriTimeut, amidft a beautepus landfcap?, a 
life of leifure and independence, ?nd the varied 
plealiires of retirement and fpciety, among a 
people of eafy ^nd elegant manners. His 
friend Lord S is now with him. 

To ftay only one day at Laufanne was dis- 
graceful to our tafle ; we quitted it, however, 
and paflTed through Merges and Rollo, and 
many other ..pleafing towns, to the ancient 
town of Nyon, fituated on the lake along 
which we again travelled in the evening, 
when it fparkled with the tremulous rays of 
the fun reflected from a rimpled fiirface, 
though the edge of the lake was calm and 
iilyery. 
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Wc drove through Coppat, a barony in the 
bailliage of Nyon, where Mr. Necker reiides, 
ia the h^ufe of the Seigneurie, which he 
purchafed not long ago, and to which apper- 
tain fome of the vineyards from which the 
Vin de la Cote, fo famous in Switzerland, is 
made. We pafled through the paltry French 
town of Verlby, or Verfoi, which is called 
Choifeul's Folly, becaufe built by that minifter 
in fruitlefe oppofition to Geneva. Large 
fums of money were expended on the pier and 
harbour, which were to give cSkSt to the 
rivalfhip. The national guard there, being 
informed that we were £ngli0i, iufiered us to 
pais unmolefted. 

The firft evening of our arrival at Geneva 
we experienced the inconvenience which re- 
lults from the early clofing of the gates ; for 
having taken up our abode within the town, 
and ftrolled out for a walk towards the lake, 
we found the gates (hut, by inexorable fenti-* 
iiels, before our return, and in vain petitioned 
for admiflion. We could have no commu* 
nication with our fervants, and were" obliged 
to fleep at Sccheron'si* 

The city of Geneva is remarkably (ituated 
at the weft end of the lake, where the beauti- 
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ibl Rhone iflues from it in two rapid currents of 
a transparent green colour. The ftreets are 
Hot broad^ and derive no embellifhment from 
the lofty wooden arcades which flicker them 
from the fim. They are chearful, however, 
and throjdged with a bufy adlve people. The 
houfes w^ch hce the lake, and thofe which 
cverlook the parks, are very handfome : the 
inns are good, the walks pkafant, and much 
teforted to. 

Geneva is the chief feat of Calvinifin : we 
wiflied to fee it in its ftrongeft reprefentation ; 
and the day after our arrival, being one of the 
four great fttes, we went to feme of the 
ehurches^ which were much crouded. Wc 
beheld in them feme ftrong traits of the cal^ 
viniftical coarfenefs, in the feeming indifier^^ 
tece of the people to the place of worfliip, 
and in their inattention to the minifter. The 
ftUow-labourer with Calvin, in the work of 
fefwrnation at Gfeneva, was Fare!, a native of 
Dauphin^ ; and, indeed, he firjQ: preached here, 
with great intrepidity, againft the corruptions 
rf popery, and was feconded with fech fucccfs 
that Geneva became the nurfery (planta- 
riam, a$ Camden calls it) of the reformation. 

Not 
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Not long fincc we were prefent at a review 
of about a thoufend of the Geneva militia : 
they made a very refpeftable appearance,^ and 
performed their evolutions with great military 
effeft, before the fyndics and a croud of Ipec- 
tators, moft of whom were their relations and 
friends ; and afterwards they publickly dined 
together, on tables prepared in the parks, 
and Ipent the day with great harmony, and 
noife, and joy, Thefe Ipirited troops would 
be fufficient, I doubt not, to defend the forti- 
fications of the town, againft a fudden attack 
of an enemy, till their allies could interfere ; 
and their courage muft be necefl&ry, to give 
fecurity to a city fo clofe to the borders of 
France. .The environs of Geneva are very 
beautiful : the walks of the lake, with the 
view of the faleve, the mole, the glaciers, anc} 
mount Blanc, always afford plealiire. 

We went a few evenings ago, about a mile 
and half from Geneva, to fee the junftion of 
the Arve and the Rhone, the latter of which 
refufes to join its tranfparent flream with the 
dirty waters of the former; and they flow to- 
gether, to a confiderable diflance, without 
mingling, till at length they infenfibly 
coalefce. 

Geneva 
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Geneva is very populous; the Lutheran 
religion is -tolerated here, and ftrangers may 
be admitted to the rights of burghers. The 
Englifh are. here in great numbers; many 
have houfes. The young men travel upon ^ 
difinterefted plan, of fhewing the manners of 
their own country, while they fhidy thofe of 
other nations. They drive, drink, and game 
in as gentlemanly and Ipirited a way as in 
England: fometimes, indeed, they have an 
altercation with the magiftrates of a govern- 
ment, which, though it refpeds and values 
the Engliih nation, naakes but little allowance 
fpr the difbrderly and eccentric vivacity of our 
men of fafhion ; and has been known to pu- 
nifh, very ftemly, flight offences againft tht 
regulations of the town. The ufual plan 
adopted by the young Englifhmen in Switzer- 
land is, nominally, to board en penfion, as it 
is called, with fbme profeflbr, for which, large 
films are paid by the parent, or guardian, 
while the young men themfelves ipend much 
larger, and in a much better flyle, at Secheron^s 
hotel, near Geneva ; or in vifijing, in expen- 
five fchemes, the different parts of the country. 
The profeflbrs are, certainly, many of them, 
men of enlarged minds ; but too :&equently it 
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happens, that their underftandings are nar- 
row : and as the oeconomy of a Swifs houfe 
is not liberal, and the manners of the Swi6y 
in domeftic life, muft appear coarie and inele* 
gant, we cannot be furprifed that young 
men, accuflomed to the politenefs and luxu- 
ries of genteel families in England, (hould, at 
an age which begins to rejeft control, rather 
ramble with their countrymen in expeniive 
cxcurfions, than confine themfelves for luper- 
ficial lefhires on the Swifs governments, to 
domeflic fbciety fb little refined* I muft re- 
peat, that I would be underflood to except, 
from my remarks, a few enlightened men, 
whofe judgment enables them to feleA, and 
whofe liberal manners qualify them to aflb^ 
date with, the beft circles, at Geneva, 
Laufanne, and^ perhaps, other principal towns 
of Switzerland. Some fiich there are whofe 
reputation is fpread beyond the boundaries of 
their country, v The advantage of thefe mens' 
houfes may be conliderable, and furaifh the 
occafion for an introduftion to families where 
fbme pohfh has been brought on without cor- 
rupting the fimplicity of the Swifs manners^ 
It mufl be obferved only, that it cannot be 
obtained without great expencj^ and the rifk 
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of forming attachments with women who, 
whatever may be their merit, have foreign con- 
nections and different principles ; and, laftly, 
that it is ftill difficult for young men to refift the 
attraftion of a diflipatcd Englifh fociety, always 
within reach. Such is the hazard of being 
en penfion, even with the beft profefTors ; and 
as for the general caft of houfes, in which th9 
Englifli are placed, from all that I could fee 
and hear, there is confidtrable ri(k, and very 
little benefit to be obtained, by exporting 
young men here for foreign education ; while 
every advantage of feeing Switzerland, and of 
ftudying the conftitution and manners of the 
people, may be better gained by travelling 
leifurely through the country, under the di- 
redlion of a tutor of known charafter and 
condu<3: : as a difcreet tutor or an experienced 
friend. The fecond rate defcription of men, 
as far as I could judge, appeal" to have, very 
generally, adopted the Ephemeral philofbphy, 
which is now brooding over fuch a breed of 
venemous infefts for fiiture mifchief to the 
world : they are fliallow and felf-fufficient : in 
religion Calvinifts ; in politics republicans ; a 
Specimen of one Efficiently difgufted me. 

Speaking of the infamous Mr. , who has 
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rcfidcd much in Switzerland, he faid of him, 
** Je le connoiflbis bien, O! c'etoit un joli 
homme, il a depense beaucoup 4ans notre 
pays, les Suiffes Taimoient beaucoup, il faut 
^vouer que les Anglois penfoientdifferemment, 
on parloit d'une petite a&ire, mais vraiment 
ce n'etoit qu'une bagatelle, peut etre VErreur 
dij Moment, mais Meflieurs les Anglois font 
totijours fi exads, afTurement il y a dans leurs 
fentiments un peu trop de delicateffe/* A 
good teacher, thought I, of morality to young 
men, who gan thus glofs over the moftdcteft- 
able of crimes, as TErreur du Moment, and 
be biaffed to admiration of a worthlefs cha- 
rafter, by the fpiendor which furrounded him 
and the expence which he entered into. 

We are furnifhed here with phaetons and 
open carriages of every kind, as well as in 
England, We drove one day to Fertiay^ 
which now belongs to a gentleman of Geneva. 
Voltaire did not, I think, diiplay any tafte in 
the choice of his fituation, or in the mode of 
laying out his parterres. The houfe contains 
nothing very interefting. We were fhewn, 
indeed, a monument which formerly enclofed 
his heart, till fome of his friends chofe to re- 
move it to Paris, though I never heard 

much 
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much good of it, except at Fernay ; where his 
memory is greatly relpeded for his pri\^te 
charities,; O fi fie omnia fecifet. We were 
told, likewifej to admire a wretched piduTp 
pf what is called his apotheofisi and has beeft 
paiutfed by fbme of his flatterer?^ -It reprefents 
hina as inrtrodnced> to Apollo holding in his 
]ian4 the Henriade ; for which title to his ac* 
quaiiitance, the god of Poetry, muft^ I trow^ 
Have entertaiiied no great reiped. 

^The inhabitants of Geneva have a general 
jcind of information, which excites furprize 
\n ftrangers ; though^ on farther acquaintance, 
it is often difbovered to be iiiperficial enough, 
Xhey are almpft all educated at a public aca- 
demy, which is well regulated and fiipported 
^t the public expence. Here they imbibe 
a tafte for literature, which, every citizen i$ 
enabled to keepjup, by a. perxhiflion to borrow 
books at the public library op^npd to them for 
that purpofe once a week. Literary Ibcie- 
ties, though controlled by government, ftill 
aflemble. The theatre, wljt^gij always con- 
t;ributes, in {qjjxc degree, toxhf^ cultivation of 
letters and the polite arts, i§ tolerably fupport-. 
^d* It was cred?d.on the return of the ^ri- 
? « ftocr^tip 
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ftocratic party In 1782, How far Rbufleau^g 
ideas, as to its promoting the corruption of 
the people, have been verified, I cannot 
determine; his fpeculations were certainly 
erroneous, when he imagined that the town 
was not flifficiently populous and wealthy to 
maintain a company of aftors. The fcrioii? 
character of the people of Geneva, and the Ipirit 
of the ancient conftitution, were, indeed, 
iuch as fully juftified thofe who objected to 
the eftablifliment of theatrical amufements; 
and the ftrid difcipline of a iinall republiq 
might reftrain citizens from every relaxation 
of a pernicious tendency. In large commu- 
nlties^ however,' fuch reftfiftion is impolfible; 
In thena the legiflature can only regulate the 
nature, and moderate the efFefts of public di- 
verfions,always, perhaps, injurious, and paore 
or lefs fo according to the genius arid civili- 
zation of the people, who, as their tafte refines, 
only gradually rejeft ludicrous extravagance 
and grofs ribaldry, for concealed depravity and 
polifhed mifchi'ef. 

The higher Women at Geneva have much 
improved in the elegance of their manners 
by aflbciating with foreigners.' ^They deteft, 
hiPw^'^vef , the French, and will, I hope^ efcape 

the 
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the corruption, of which the women of that 
nation are accufecL The conftitution of 
Geneva is ftill unfettled, and the liberties of 
the people undefined. The endeavours of 
the republican fpirit to gain advantage over 
the ariftocratic influence, excite difcontent, 
and contefts that may again endanger the gene- 
ral fecurity. There were fbme Uttle murmurs 
here this morning, in confequence of the ap- 
pearance of a veflel filled with Bernois foldiers, 
V^ho came to receive a commis, whom their 
excellencies had requefted the council of 
Geneva to give up, as the fufpeifted author of 
fbme feditious pamphlet. The man was fent 
out in the night ; and the chain, that fecures 
the town from approach by the lake, was 
lifted up for him ; but from want of light, or- 
proper management, the commis was not put 
on board till broad day bore witnefs to 
tl;ie furrender. The people complained with 
fbme impatience, and a reprefentation on the 
fubje£l has been jufl made by a Monf Jurieu, 
an intelligent furgeon of the town. It is 
thought improper and unconftitutional, that 
a perfbn fhould be apprehended at Geneva, 
for writings againft the government of Berne. 
As the Swifs cantons, Geneva, and other con- 
? ^ federate 
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fcdcrltc ftatcs arc fo fmall and dole to each 
other, it is necd&rjr, for general fecurity^diat 
criminals, and |>erpetratord of great ofibnces, 
fhould be reciprocally refigned; and, perhaps. 
Upon fimilar reafbning, all, who commit ac^ 
tions tending to fubvert or injure the order of 
government, fhould be given up betwdca 
iktes, where confederate alliances iubfift, to: 
ftand the trial and receive their merited pu- 
nidunent. The poor pamphleteer will, how- 
ever, have but a bad chance, for the magi- ♦ 
ftrates of Berne are fbmewhat fevere in their- 
punifliment of offenders againft the ftate. 

I have been introduced to Mr, De SauflXire 
and his fon, who enjoy the high reputatioa 
here, which their abilities and charH^fceri 
rtierit. His philofbphical work of le Voyage - 
dans les Alpes, contains many very intereft^g 
and original remarks, conveyed with great 
Ipirit. His cabinet of mountain treafiircst' 
rtiinerals, fofllls, vegetables, and animals, is 
extremely well worth notice* 
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LETTER XIX. 



Lannebourg, Sept. 20. 

I Write to you, as I promlfed, from the 
foot of the Alps. We left Geneva on thd 
^ i 5th, and proceededjby Carrouge andLuifelles, 
through a country, of which the thin foil 
leemed withered, by the fun, to duft, to 
Prangy, a Ihiall village, where we flept. The 
next day we continued our journey, by Douer 
and Remilly, to Aix-les-Bains, where we 
flopped to look at the handfome baths, in 
which the gnawing pains of the rheumatic 
are fbothed, and the relaxed nerves of the para- 
lytic are braced. The remains of a Roman 
arch are here to be feen. From thence we 
had a plealant ride to Chamberry, a town 
which feems hewn out of the quarry of fur- 
rounding mountains. Its narrow flreets are 
crouded with an induftrious people. Having 
procured a bulletin here, we determined to 
p 4 dcvi:^te 
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deviate from our road, on a vifit to the Grande 
Chartreufe; and, after dinner, travelled amidft 
^ hills, of which the forefts gradually difap- 
peared, till we reached the rude and naked 
rocks of Echelles, and defcended to the town 
by the wonderful road called la Grotte, which 
was cut through the folid ftone by Charles 
Emanuel, in 1 670 : a work ftupendous indeed, 
and, as the infcription in the fide informs us, 
•* unattempted by the Romans and defpaired of 
by others*/* We were (hewn the old road, 
to which was formerly an aicent from the 
town, by ladders : it winded through a narrow 
crevice of the rock. 

Echelles, the ruins of its caftle, and th© 
adjacent plain, are feen to great advantage 
from the hill by which we defcended. On 
entering the town its importance vanifhed ; 
and the river, which feparates Savoy from 
Dauphiny, allots to each country a few houfes 
that neither fide can envy or defpife. The 
next morning, having procured fbme faddle 
horfes and a guide, we pafTed the bridge and 
appHed to the mayor of the French difbrid for 
a paflport, without which, we \mderflood, 

* Romanis intcnutiim cxterk delperatuin. 

that 
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that the adviDcates for freedom would Hot liiffcr 
us to return. The magiftrate was a good 
grocer, and granted our requeft without any 
infolence of office. 

Having ridden about three leagues, through 
a country which appears to have been fome- 
wUat neglefted fince the revolution in France, 
we entered the firft enclofure of the territoiy 
of the Chartreufe, and paffed through a. deep 
cold valley, hidden by fteep hills from all but 
the meridian fun. We mounted to the con- 
vent by a gradual afcent. The narrow road 
is conduced by the edge of a deep chafin, 
down which it is fearful to look ; while from 
above it is overhung by well- wooded moun- 
tains that tower to a tremendous height. 
We fbmetimes rolled large ftones down the 
precipitous defcent, which, by the force that 
they acquired, broke branches from the trees, 
and fometimes almoft carried away the firs 
with a hollow echoing found, till they reached 
the bottom. The thick woods, which arife 
almofl perpendicularly tp the fummit of the 
mountain and caft their " night of (hade'* 
over tlie valley, abound in bears, and wolves, 
and ftags, roebucks, and goats, which are 
^)ften feen, with animated and pidurefque. 

cfFea:, 
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c&at, in tht meadows tfeat dpea hek^etH 
ihe woods, Wc arrived acthe convent about 
ten o'clock : it is fituated towards the end 6/ 
the valley near the foot of a !^iral rock^ on 
which is placed the crofs of St. Brtmo. 

T|ie external architefture is Simple: we 
were not ftruck with the magnificence of ks 
extent till We 'entered. TIhe convent has 
teen delpoiled of a great part of its revenues 
Mid territory. There is noW a fnaafi party of 
ibldiers lodged there to prcferve it from popular 
!injurics, whofe appearance accords but ill 
with the religious quiet of the place. We 
gave our paflport to the ferje^nt, and were 
•Well received by the coadjutor, ^h^condudled 
te to the room appointed for the reception of 
^e Englifh ; for in this extenfive range there 
4» a diftin6t apartment appropriate t^-each cif 
the principal nations of Europe. After the 
«firft attention we were left to amufe ourfelvctf 
•With the album till dinner was got readjr^ 
There are now three or four volumes fiUeE 
^ith various produdlions, in all languages, of 
pofe and poetry : the efFufions of gratitude, 
and the offermgs of genius. We wiflied ta 
ice the manufcript ode of our celebrated 
^owntrymeuy but for the firft time it wa^ 

milling? 
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miflingi; '«ttd it lias; probably, beeh lately 
ftolen, for the coadjutor affured me, that he 
had Mt kiiig fince (hewn it M fome Englifli 
gentlemeii. Siirely, if any of our countrymen 
have taken it, they will not presume to exhi- 
bit the proof of their filly and unjuftifiable 
breach; of- honefty. We : Were ferved with 
fifh and eggs. The difplay of holpitality is 
neceffarily X)r cautioufly diminiflied. After 
dinner we were fhewn fome of the apartments 
and cells of the monks, each of which had his 
little garden and hbrary: we law alio the 
final cabinet of natural hiflory, the cellars, 
the TOcdicine-(hop, and other conveniences of 
thifti little 4owtt, and were afterwards intro- 
duced to the grand Prieur, with whom we 
converfi^d.' It i^^lilficuit for injured peribns 
to be fifent : he ftmid his friends fyoke with 
much ankaatiin^^ French politico, and, 
perhaps^ with mdik Warmth than might have 
been expe(9:e<i from perlbns who profefs indif* 
ference to fecular (K)ncems, and who have no 
fkfriilies ^. on thfe idea I wrote in the album 
the two following^ lines, allufive to the rules 
of tacii:uftii^ obferved by the order. 

CM. , 

•*''' «* Profpcm 



( 220 ) 

" Profpera religio vocem laudefque Mafletf 
" Opprcfla at pietas et fpoliata filet." 

Religion, when (he triumph'd, well mig^t raife 
The voice of gratitude in cndlefs praife : 
Opprefs'd and fpoil'd fhe filent (hould remain^ 
Tutor'd her forrows meekly to fuftain. * 

My friend inferted the following lines : 

" Hos inter faltus acterna filentia regnant 
•* Natura at loquitur, religioque loci." 

Amidfl thefe fhades eternal filence reigns^ 
But nature fpeaks in loud religious (brains. 

We added that we were happy to atteft^ that 
in a place confecrated to religion we had ex- 
perienced its effeds in benevolence and hos- 
pitality. 

The Chartreufe, eipecially in its prefent 
fbte, would be a fine fubje^ for a poem. 
Every one muft be afFedcd by the. change 
which it has fuftained. If the ftores of 
plenty were accumulated in its fpacious 
vaults, they were produced with liberal wel- 
come to the ftranger: no one entered the 
hoipitable gates but to experience kindnefs, 
and to witnefe the expreffion of humility, tem- 
perance, and content. Thofe who approach- 
ed the fequeftered fpot, muft have been 
afiefted by the awful fublimity of the fur- 
rounding 



TOtindihg fccries, and prepared to receive the 
iinprcffions of piety, and to catch the fervor 
bf devotion, from the ftriking fpeftacle of a 
body of ftieiii, removed, as it were, from the 
world, and profeffing dedication to God. 
Let not modern philofbphy, with indifcrimi-» 
hate declamation, ridicule the whole defign and 
efFefts of thefe inftitutions, ' The excels*, doubt- 
less, was prepDfterous, and the vows of perpetual 
celibacy, perhaps, perilous and extravagant; 
but a few of thefe eft'ablifhments might be luf- 
fered with advantage to fociety. They cannot 
be, at leaft, abolifhed, without (bme injury and 
fbme inconvenience that confiderate refleftiort 
may be allowed to regret. Of their utility in 
ancient times no man of enquiry and refleftion 
now entertains a doubt. They promoted a 
^irit of ihduftry by the cultivation of barren 
and unfrequented fpots ; they mitigated the 
ferocity of manners that prevailed in martial 
times ; and they alone kept up the interefts of 
literature, by preferving and tranfcribing, with 
exquifite neatnefs and beauty, the records of 
antiquity * ; by cultivating literature, and by 

^.* In every gireat abbey there was an apartment called 
the Scriptorium, where writers were conftantly employed 
to tranfcribe. Sec Du Frefne. 

imitating 
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imitating ofteu, with great fuccefe, the mo- 
dels whicn they ftiidied*. It m^ occur 
alio to every man's, refledlions, tiiat they fv^- 
plicd the want o^ eleemofynary inftituticmsj 
^id that unlefs we take into confidgratiQn the 
oefeftive and fpotted character of the Romifl^ 
religion, it might be urged that ibcieties^ 
eflablifhed for the pradice of fpiritual fervices j 
and with a view to alienate the miiid fronj 
worldly paflions, muft have beeft ufeful and 
exemplary to the community, elpecially in 
toifterous and agitated periods. That ? 
change in manners and circumftances might 
have juftified an alteration m the lyftem, and 
a gradual fuppreflion of the greatefl: part ojf 
thejjb inftitutions it is not meant to difpute; 
fcut, certainly, the hand which feized the re- 
venues of convents fhould have provided- for 

* Dr, Warton has informed us, that the monks of 
Caflfino were diftinguifhed before A. D, iodo, not only 
for a knowfcdgc of the fciences but for their attention to 
polite learning and an acquaintance vriih tfie claffics, j^ 
trell as for o.riginal compofitions in mufic, logic^ and 
aftroBomy; and he obferves, that the moft eminent 
fcholafs which England produced, both in philofophy and 
humanity, before, and even below, the I2th century, were 
educated in our religious houfes. Spe Hift, of Englifh 
Poetry, DiflT. 2. ' 

<i every 
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every good purpofc efFeded by them. The 
prefent proprietors, thofe who have facrificed 
their own views in life and been educated in 
cxpenfive regard to thefe pofieffions; thofe, 
indeed, who in many inftances purchafed aix 
admiffion to them, could not, without fla- 
grant injuftice, be deprived of lucrative fitua- 
tions, and with habits of retirement and 
feclufion, be turned out on fociety. 

The emperor Jofeph, who bc^n thefe 
iuppreffions, promifed, with very plaufihlc 
profefHon, a multiplication « of the .parochial 
clergy, which is, certainly, the moft ufefiil 
order of the ftate ; and a judicious appropria* 
tion of the revenues of thefe communities to 
many important purpofes; but when the 
odium of the meafure was paffed away, the 
good and palliative projects that were pro- 
mifed were forgotten alfo ; the treafures were 
funk in the infatiable vortex of ambition, 
or w^ed in the chicanery of official embez- 
zlement ; and the inhabitants of the reformed 
diftri£t had only to regret, that they had loft 
advantages for which they had received no 
indemnification ; and to lament, that if it were 
beneficial to fupprefs monaftic vows and de- 
votions of celibacy, yet that the aged and 

penitent 
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penitent were alfb thereby deprived of retreats, 
and the unfortunate and neceflitous of confo- 
lation and luccour. 

The dependants of the Chartreufe were 
very happily circumftanced. The tenants of 
ecclefiaftical bodies, in general, are mildly 
treated: they are not oppreffed on the fiig- 
geftions of private avarice, or on the preffure 
of temporary diftrefs which extravagance often 
generates. Interefts, well underftood, foggeft 
true maxims of policy ; and though calumny 
aggravates every offence in thofe charafters 
which are held up to obfervation, and in which 
every blemifh is particularly offcnfive, few 
have reflefted on the conduft of the Carthu- 
fians. It was the only ancient order, fzys 
Voltaire, which never wanted reform, and 
knew no fovereigns but by the prayers in 
which they inferted their names. The fbve- 
reign Majefty of the people has taught them 
to know and feel an arbitrary power far be^ 
yond that of any former tyranny. 

Moft of the members are now difperfed, 
and; the reft will foon fall away. The build- 
ing itfelf, with many other religious edifices, 
will foon collapfe into ruins; and, in a few 
years, the traveller will look up to thefe 

venerable 

5 



( 225 ) 

venerable monuments with fbme regret, 
with fbme refleftion on the ftriking charaders 
of religion not quite obfcured by fuperftition. 
The admirer of pifturefque fcenes, who will 
loon lofe the veftiges of the feudal times, and 
have no towers or caftlcs to contemplate, may 
ftroll through cloifters and amufe himfelf in 
{peculations on the tranfitory nature of all flib- 
lunary concerns in decayed convents and 
crumbling monafteries. 

As we returned to Echelles, the children, 
who miftook us for emigrating Frenchmen, 
cryed, • " a la lanterne." We arrived, how*- 
ever, without difficulty, at Echelles, and 
returned the fame night to Chamberry. 

We left Chamberry the next morning : our 
firfl flage was to Montmelian, a finall town 
oh the banks of the river Ifere, with a caflle 
that flood a fiege, of fifteen months, againft 
Lewis XIIL of France, and at lafl foiled his 
endeavours : adjacent to which is an emi- 
nence, on which the marquis de Bellegarde 
has a caflle, called le Chateau dcs Marches. 
As you have often admired the agreeable 
manners of this nobleman at General Ogle- 
thorpe's, I need not delineate his charadler, or 
tell you that we heard, with regret, that he 
CL was 
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was abfent from home. From thence wc 
proceeded by Mal-Taverne to Aiguebelle, 
through a country very pifturefque; the 
vineyards manthng up the hills between bar- 
ren rocks, and the caftles and towers, which 
were fcattered on the,.fummits of the moun- 
tains, gave a peculiar character to the 
fcenery. 

Our next ftage was to Erpiere. In our 
route we pafled a mountain in which there 
are iron-mines and a foundery ; and we thence 
continued by the fide of the river Arche, now 
a fcanty ftream flowing fluggiftily over oozy 
banks, but which, fbmetimes, ruflies with 
violenge, when fwelled by melted fiiow or 
accumulated torrents. The country began 
to afTume a more rude appearance, and the 
projecting roofs of Chanon or Chambre, 
where we again changed horfes, reminded us 
of the winter fnow. The valleys here are 
pent up and enclolcd with mountains: the. 
tiiow falls in great abundance, and the con- 
fined air is rendered very unwholefbme by the 
vapours which hover over the muddy bed and 
banks of this river. 

" Quod piger immiindo perfundit littora coeno." 
Which Huggilh fpr??ads the Ihores with filthy mud* 

We 
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We were not, therefore, furprized at feeing 
many Cretins and goitered perfons, fince all 
the reputed caufes of the diforder, under 
which they labour, here combine to produce 
it. Knowledge advances but flowly in this 
poor country; and proper experiments for 
remedy are not tried. 

We changed horfes at St. Jean de Mauri- 
enne, which is the largeft town in Savoy after 
Chamberry, and we flept at St. Michel. 
We rofe early the next morning ai^d travelled 
five pofts, through St. Andre, Villarrodin, 
and Bramant, to Lannebourg, through rude 
and ftupendous feenes: through a chaos of 
rocks, at the foot of mountains, and on the 
edge of precipices, winding and afccnding by 
narrow roads ; and, Ipite of Horace, admir- 
ing the wonderful works of nature, which 
here frowns, as it were, amidft the fragments 
of a broken world. If, as Burnet theoreti- 
cally imagines, the face of the earth was be- 
fore the deluge fmooth, regular, and uniform, 
without mountains and without a fea, what 
convulfions muft it here have lufFered! 
Amidft the naked rocks we occafionally faw a 
few fcraps of earth iaduftrioufly cultivated; 
and which being in different elevations, and 
Qjz fome- 
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Ibmctimes ih fheltcred nooks, afford, at JtU 
times, a fcanty crop, 

I write to you, as we are about to take a 
hafty dinner, while our carriage is difmounted 
and the mules are preparing for our paflage 
over mount Cenis ; but adieu, for the daughter 
of mine hoft, who has been much admired^ 
and confoled many a traveller during his 
ftay in thcfe dreary regions, is juft entered 
with a difh of greves. 
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LETTER XX. 



Turin, Sept. 24. 

I LEFT you at the foot of mount Genis. 
After taking leave of our pretty waiting-maid 
at Lannebourg, we mounted poft hories^ 
which they, who come by the poft, are 
obliged to take, and afcended mount Cenis by 
^ very ftony and precipitous path, in which 
we met with many mules laden with rice and 
filk. We got to the top, in about an hour, 
without much fatigue to the horfes, and gal- 
ioppfid over the plain, which extends two 
leagues. 

We flopped to change horfes at the poft- 
houfe, called Santa Croce, which leparates 
'Piedmdnt from Savoy. Oppofite to this 
houfc is a fine lake famous for its trout. The 
lake freezes in the winter, but the fifh fubfift 
by air, which is fupplied from fprings, or 
fijters at the place froni whence the river 
0^3 pQria 
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Doria iffues, that forms the cafcade/and flows, 
in conjuiiftioii with the Po, to Turin. 

We enquired at the hofpital, but did not 
fee the two priefts who refide there to admi- 
nifter conlblation to perlbns who meet with 
accidents in their Alpine expeditions. The 
day was beautiful ; a glorious fun rendered us 
infeniible of cold. No fnow had yet fallen ; 
a fewTapoury clouds only floated and clung 
j-ound the tops of the neighbouring moun- 
-tainSi Several cottages are fcattered about, 
,the pofleflbrs of which make cheefe and 
^butter, and have their cattle and flieep feed- 
ing around them* The people are disfigured 
by the rudenefs of a climate, in which they 
often experience the efFefts of the four feafons 
in the lame day* The fcene. was interefting. 
How different, how cheerlefs mufl .it be in 
the winter ! The hovels are then forfaken ; 
the whole mountain covered with fnow; few 
travellers pafs; and nothing but bears or 
prowling wolves is to be feen, who approach 
the pofl-houfe, or follow the mules that oc- 
cafionally pafs, to feed on their dung. They 
hunt alfo, in pagks, the hares, which in 
winter are white. The mountain produces, 
4u great abundatic?^ a beny. which refembles 
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the juniper. Elevated as we were, on mount 
Cenis, we law the top of Notre Dame de la 
Neige ftill higher, and underftood that, from 
the liimmit of a mountaui not far diftant from 
our paflage, there is an extenfive prolpeft of 
the plains of Lombardy almoft to Milan ; if, 
therefore, with many writers, we fuppofe Han- 
nibal to have entered Italy by mount Cenis, it is 
poffible that he ftrayed to this mountain, and 
there animated his troops by pointing out the 
fertile land which they fought. In later 
times Conftantine, when preparing to crefk 
the crofs of chriftianity at Rome, pafled the 
Cottian alps at mount Cenis ; and fince his 
days riiany other armies have traverfed thefe 
barriers. Few indeed have returned; they 
have rufhed down, like Avalanches, to diflblvc 
and perifli in the valley. 

Having reached the fouthern fide of the 
mountain, we began to defcend towards Italy 
by fteep winding ftairs of rock, where the 
horfes went very carefully and fafely ; but the 
path was fometimes fo narrow, the precipices 
fo tremendous, an4 the ftones fo loofe an4 
uneven that we chofe to walk, and could, oq 
foot, more confidently adniire the falling 
torrent, the fleep flony declivities of the hiU^ 

Q;,4 the 
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the fcattered houfes, and the rich opening 
valley. The mules bear a prodigious weight ; 
one, fingly, carried the imperial of our chaife, 
two very large trunks, and a hat-cafe. As 
wc defcended we law one, of two mules, 
which fupported the bulky grandeur of the 
duke D'Aremberg's coach, fink under the 
burden. After about five hours expedition 
from Lannebourg, we arrived, with great 
fatisfadion, at Novalezza, a wretched lane of 
dirty miferable houfes, and now thronged 
with carriages. I felt great pleafure at being 
in Italy, bad as was the firft fpecimen of 
Italian towns. 

Wc were awakened early by the noife and 
fquabbles of our conduftors over mount 
Cenis, who, notwithftanding the price of 
every horfe and mule is fettled by a tairifF, 
were diiputing vociferoufly with our courier. 
We got off, however, about nine o'clock, 
and travelled between mountains well culti- 
vated to the liimmit, and by the fide of viner 
yards, through which flowed a pretty rill. 
We paffed the fort of Brunette, which com- 
mands the whole paifage through the valley, 
being finely fituated on a rock levelled with 
great labour and expence of powder, 

At 
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At Sufa the ancient Segefium, a fmall 
town, but one of the gates of Italy, is a ftrong 
caftle, built in a very commanding fituation, 
on a rock. The town confifts of one broad 
ftreet. In the garden adjoining to the ruins 
of a caftle, eredted in the time of Auguflns, is 
a triumphal arch, which, though much de- 
faced and dilapidated, deferves to be feen by a 
traveller eager for antiquities, on his entrance 
to Italy. The French diftinguiflied them- 
felves here once by deftroying the fortifica- 
tions of the duke pf Savoy, and by a fiiccefsfyl 
engagement, known by the name of le Pas de 
Suze. 

From Sufa we proceeded to Zaconiero, 
paffing by the fine caftle of St. George, which 
had the character of, what we conceived to 
be, Italian grandeur ; and foon afterwards we 
admired the proud convent of St. Michel, 
placed on the flimmit of a ftupendous rock, 
Difinantled caftles were often to be feen, of 
which the fine ruins gave efiedt to the 
country, that, in other refpefts, refembled 
Savoy. As we proceeded, the valley widened, 
but w;as ftill fhut in by mountains ; and as the 
banks of the fwift flowing Doria are, in many 
places, muddy and ftagnant. Cretins abound 

in 
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in the neighbouring villages. Their hideous 
Iquat figures, and diftorted broad countenance, 
are Ihocking to behold. The towns, through 
which we paffed, are narrow, poor, and 
dirty. We drove through St. Ambroife, a 
liarge town and Rivoli, where is a caftle be- 
longing to the king, of which the exterior is 
not handfbme, but thfe fituation fine. As we 
approached Turin the country flattened into 
an open plain : we travelled through fine 
rows of elm. The town was concealed till 
we advanced to its gates ; but the hills be- 
hind and round it are covered beautifully with 
white palaces and buildings of different kinds* 
We have performed our journey more ex- 
pcditioufly by the poft, but at double the 
expence for which we might have travelled 
with a voiturier, which, for thofe who have 
not a good and honeft courier, is not only much 
the cheapeft, but the pleafanteft way, for it 
is better to rife early, and be long on the road, 
than to have endlefs difputes with pofHUions 
and the condudtors over mount Cenis. They 
who travel with the pofl are alfb grievoufly 
.fleeced by the keepers of the inns. At my 
arrival at the Hotel D'Angleterre, at Turin, 
I was told that I mwfl pay a guinea, each day, 

for 
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for my rck)ms ; but upon dilputing the charge, 
I was allowed to have fome, nearly as good, 
for eight livres. We are, befides, to pay 
four livres each for our dinner, two for flipper, 
'and I livre lo fous for breakfaft. A livre of 
Turin is about equivalent toanEnglifh fhilling. 
Thofe who arrive with a voiturier might 
make a much better bargain. 
, Turin, is a fmall but very regular and 
faandlbme city. The chief places, and fbme 
of the ftreets, are fpacious, with arcades and 
piazza (hops. The opera houfe is large and 
commodioufly arranged, though fomewhat 
dark : its decorations difplay but little tafte. 
At the firft performance, at which we were 
prefent, Vi^e faw the Comteffe D' Artois. The 
mufic of fignior Guifeppe, to which was fet 
the comic opera of li Finti Eredi, was good. 
The vocal performers, however^ were infe- 
rior to the dancers. The king's opera houfe 
is very handfbme ; it is only opened for a feri- 
ous^opera in Lent. 

Mr. Trevor, our minifter, i§ now at Lau- 
fanne; Mr. Jackfon, his charge d'affaires, 
lias Ihewed us a polite attention ; Dr. Bellardi, 
who has diftinguifhed himfelf by a botanical 
work oa.the plants of Piedmont, and by 
w. .. eftab^ 
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cftablifliing a botanical garden here, accom- 
panies us to fuch objects as are worthy atten- 
tion. He has fhewn us the academy of 
fciences, an inftitution yet in its infancy. 
The fbciety has publiflied four volumes of 
interefting papers, under the title of Mifcel- 
ianea Philofophica Mathematica, 

The obfervatory is not yet completed ; we 
afcended it, however, for the fake of the view, 
which it -commands, of the town and of the 
adjacent country. Science begins to be cul^- 
tivated at Turin, though the court is occupied 
entirely by military affairs and devotion. The 
Xiobility live with the exterior of fplendor, 
which they dilplay in their palaces and equi- 
pages. They feldom coUeft libraries or pic- 
tures, though the Cameos,Intagliosand pictures 
of the Commandants Gelofb deferve to be 
mentioned, and the fine library of Monf* 
Durando, Comte de Villa, rich in editions of 
the claflics, would produce a large fum in 
England, whither his heirs will do well to 
fend it, if they are apprifed of the produce of 
the Pinelli coUedtion. 

The mufeum, among other objects of 
curiofity, contains a remarkable Egyptian 
table inlaid with the figure of Apis, and Ibme 

finq 
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fine ftatues, particularly a graceful Cupid. 
The churches arc handfbme. The cathedral, 
where fuperftition reverences the (uppofed 
tomb of our Saviour, is efpecially to be noticed, 
for a very fingular roof to its circular dome. 

Among the reli^ous inftitutions is an 
eftablifhment for noble widows, founded by 
Madame Felicita, the king's fifter, with de- 
fign, probably, to provide a retreat for herfelf. 

The Sardinian clergy are not highly fpoken 
of; but, at prefent, prejudice runs againft 
ecclefiaftics. 

The troops of the king of Sardinia, on the 
peace eftablifhment, amount to between 
25,000 and 30,000 men, befides a militia of 
about 15,000, who are called out during one 
month in the year, and receive a third of the 
pay of the regulars ; and four Swifs regiments, 
one of which is a Proteftant corps, and has a 
minifter, paid 100 louis per ann. partly by the 
king and partly by the regiment. No other 
Proteftants are tolerated in the Sardinian 
territories, except at Carrouge on the frontiers 
of Savoy, where they have a chapel; and 
among the induftrious Vaudois, or Valdenfes, 
who, now relieved from perfecution, pro- 
fels the dodrines of the Reformed faith, with 

the 
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the difcipline of the church of Geneva* 
Their mmifter is paid by the English, for 
whom and the Dutch, they entertain a grate- 
ful relpeft, in remembrance of the intercef^ 
iibn by which they obtained a relaxation of 
the duke of Savoy's feverity, and to whom 
they are bound to furnifli fublidies, when not 
inconfiftent with their fidelity to the Sardinian 
government. 

The whole court here is military. The 
citadel and arfenal are well fupplied; the 
latter contains arms for 1 50,000 men. The 
difcipline is ftridl : defertioil is punifhed by 
death ; petty offences by the baflmado ; higher 
mifdemeanors by the gauntlet, the galleys, or 
imprifonment. 

The prefent king, Vidor Amadeus, is 
much and univerfally beloved even in Savoy : 
poor as are its inhabitants, when they com- 
plain and talk of refufing to pay accuflomed 
tribute to their lords, they except the king's 
dues. He appears to have profited by the 
excellent inflrudions which the late king, his 
father, gave concerning him, in a letter to 
his preceptor, a part of which was as follows. 

" Nel Corfo de' fuoi fludi abbiate in ipira piu 

il giuflo ed il foUdo che il brillante. Gli'ftudi 

debbono fervire per formargli il cuore ed il 

I difcer- 
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difcemimeiito, onde gli fi faccia noto il pregio 
delle Icienze e delje arti, ed il vantaggio che 
la fbcieta ne puo trarre, Sopra tutte le cofe 
mio figlio non fi dimentichi mai che fe il 
comando di Dio aflbgetta i popoli all' auto- 
rita de loro fbvranl, Dio fa pure ai Ibvrani una 
legge inviolabiie di vegliare inceflamente al 
loro ripofb ed al loro profperita* ;" fentiments 
which fhould be engraven in the hearts of 
kings. 

The royal palace contains a very fine col- 
le6tion of pi<ftures : it was partly purchafed 
from prince Eugene's cabinet by the late king; 
We were not fiirprifed to fee the three chil- 
dren of Charles the Firfl: by Vandyke, Sir 
Thomas More's daughter, and other fubjedl^ 
interefi:ing to an Englifliman. 



* In the courfe of his ftudies refpetfl: rather what is 
juft and folid than what is brilliant. His ftudies fhould 
ferve to form his heart and his judgment, that he may 
learn the true value of fciences and arts, and the advan- 
tage which fociety may derive from them. — Above all 
things take care that my fon never forget, that if the or- 
dinances of God have fubjefted the people to the authority 
of their fovereigns, God has alfo eftabliflicd an inviolable 
law to fovereigns inceflantly to watch over the repofe and 
profperity of their people. — See Iflruz. Chrift.'deir Abate 
Giam-l?atift. Contc Robcrti. 

There 
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There is a tapeftry manufadure at Turin, 
of which the execution is better than the 
defign or colouring. 

Some works of tolerable fculpture are pro- 
duced here. A fine marble is procured about 
twenty miles from Turin, near a feat of the 
prince de Carignano. The king of Sardinia 
is rich in liibterranean property. A Scotch- 
man, not long fince, difcovered a coal-mine 
near the Genoefe territories ; but not being 
able to explain his plans for working it, the 
difcovery has been produdive of no advantage. 

The French, who were lately here in the 
luite of the Comte D'Artois, gave offence to 
the court by the freedom of their converfa* 
tion on political lubjefts; and when the 
comte departed, it was gently intimated to 
him, that it would be more agreeable to the 
king, if, when he returned, it could be with- 
out his attendants. 
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LtiTTER XXL 



TuRtd, Sept. oAk 

SINCE t laft wrote to you, we have feeii 
the king*s palace at Montcarlia/ which is 
about five miles from Turin, and his 
principal rcfidence in the country. Wc 
drove to it along the bafe of feme fine hills 
covered with houfps^ between rows of mul- 
berry trees of a fmall baftard fort, of which 
the leaves fupply food for the filk-worm in 
the fiimmer, and for cattle in the winter ; and 
of which, the fruit may afford a delert^ that 
Horace approved as conducive to health in the 
hot months. The road runs here near the Po^ 
which flows of a refpe£table breadth between ' 
rows of willows, wher^, as Claudian tells US| 

** — Rami caput umbravere vircntes 
« Heliadum/* 

The verdant branches of the poplars fpreadi 

» Of. 
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Of the amber tears, however, I faw nothing. 
The chief vegetation of this country is, that 
of vineyards and Turkey corn. 
• The palace of Montcarlia is fituated in a 
imall ugly tqwn, from which it is not fepa- 
rated by any faftidious walls or barriers of 
fecluded ftate : it was begun by a Frenchman. 
The exterior is large, but not beautiful. It 
commands a view of rich countiy, through 
which the Pp winds. It is furniflied with 
great tafte and elegance, particularly the 
apartments of the princels de Piedmont. The 
gardens are compofed of ftifF hedge-rows and 
bofquets, difpofed over a Ipot of fandy and 
^avelly foil. We faw the king dine with 
his family, which is as relpedlable for virtue 
as for rank. 

About four miles from Montcarlia is. the 
palace of Stupini, a fmall irregular building. 
The grounds are laid out. with no defign ta 
rival tihe works of nature. We were prefent 
at a flag hunt, of which the king and his court 
partook. The ladies enjoyed the Iport in 
carriages. The huntfinen, in rich liveries, 
with the large French horns fufpendcd over 
their fhoulders^ exhibited the pomp and 
circumftance of a royal hunt. At fight of 

their 
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their enormous jack-boots, however; large, 
cocked hats, and couteaux de ,chaffe, the 
Englifli prefent feemed inclined to finile, and 
to think, that for the aftive and expeditious 
enterprize of a ftag-hunt, round hats and light 
boots would have been better things. 

We have vifited alfo the Valentine, a finall 
royal houfe with a botanical garden, on the 
banks of the Po, near Turin ; and la Venerie, 
another place not far diftant, which is Ipacious 
without much ornament. The building moft 
curious is la Superge, a magnificent maufb^ 
leum on a very lofty hill, about a league and 
a half from Turin. This fiiperb edifice was 
ereded for Viftor Amadeus, by Collini, a 
living architeft now in Pruffia. There is a 
chapter here of twelve canons, who enjoy a 
confiderable revenue. The church is very 
grand, and the fiibterranean depofitory, which 
contains the " monumenta regum," is well 
contrived and awful. The laft kmg's tomb 
is always placed in the centre of the apart- 
ment, and removed for that of his fucceflbr 
at his death. This muft be a ftriking fight 
to the monarch who enters. The monu- 
ments are handfome ; the infcriptions, which 
R 2 are 
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are in Latin, did not appear to have any po^ 
culiar merit* 

The canons have a fine library here ; the 
building commands a magnificent view of hills 
cloathed with woods, and of the rich plains 
of Lombardy bounded by ftupendous moun- 
tains, and watered by the winding Po, the 
Ifere, and the Doria, which unite in the 
ix)ttom. 
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LETTER XXII. 



Genoa, Od. 7. 

WE left Turin on the 29th of laft month, 
and proceeded through an infipid country, five 
pofts, to Afti, the Pompeia of antiquity, z 
defcrted town which retains but little of its 
ancient population and importance. Its chief 
trade is in wine and cattle. In a chapel of 
the cathedral, which is richly decorated, I faw 
the following blafphemous infcription : 

** Sacro-SanftsB ct individuae Trinitati, ac S- Fraiw 
cifco Salefio, D.D.D." 

Devoted and dedicated to the moft holy and indivifibb 
Trinity, and to S. Francifcus Salefius. 

Thus has antichrift confecrated his tem- 
ples or ftrong holds jointly to God and his 
faints, as Daniel foretold. So ealy allais it 
for high authorities to find defenders of wha^ 
^ wro^jg, that Maldonatus does apt fcruple^ 
»3 t(J 
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to affirm it to be an impious and filly error of 
the Proteftants, to think that no religious 
worfliip is due to any but God. Such have 
been, and fiich ftill are, the fentiments of ' 
many in the Romifli church; and fo hath 
Chriftianity flouriflied in a country where 
every hundredth houfe is a religious edifice. 

There are fifteen convents at Afli. The . . ; 
whole country feems covered with ecclefia- 
flics, and we need not wonder if poverty 
murmur and complain : let us not, however, ^Z 

be unjufl; the mifchief arifes froin^i-^he -^ 
number. I apprehend their crimes to beipti^.-ife; ^ ^^l? 
frequfent, as I judged, from the outcry iaiid 
fcandal, which the difcovery of a monk in 
clofe conference with a female, had lately oc* 
cafioned. 

. After dining at Afti, we drove, in the 
evening, three pofts and a half, to Alexandria, 
a town full of fol4iers and monks, with an 
handfome theatre, where operas are now 
rehearfing. We were fcarce permitted to 
look into the fpacious citadel, and, like tra- 
vellers, found ourfelves difpoled to condemn 
the rigid arid fufpicibus difcipline and regula- 
tions of this military town. They are pre- 
paring, at Alexandria, for die fair ; and a 
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Commodious range pf covered buildings, with 
iliops and ftrcets, is already ereded. We 
left the place wi^out regret, and without 
going to fee the convent Del Bofco in the 
neighbourhood. 

Wc flept the next night at Novi, which 
is two pofts from Alexandria. Qn the roacj 

we met lady L returning tp England. 

She has been abfent five years; with yyhat 
pleafant fenfations muft fhe travel northwards! 

On the gates of Novi, Libertas is infcribed. 
It is a finall free town under the dire^on of 
a governor, appointed every two years by 
Qehoaj. There 19 a;i appearance of induftry 
in the town. Its 4iftriQ: is finall, a few miles 
only in circumference ; but it is not precifely 
defined, and the people have occafional dis- 
putes with the inhabitants of Toitona. Thefe 
arc fettled with the grater difficulty, in 
confequence of the lofs of the Archives of 
Novii which are at Turin, where they were 
carried <» the capture .pf Noyi, by the Pied- 
montefe, in 1 745 ; and though they might 
have been re-purchafed once, ibr pne hundftd 
fequiiis, they have l^eo never regained. Nar- 
row policy, or difhonefty, which delights to 
confound claims and to render polTefiions 

*4 
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<!o"ubtfii!, might fuggeft^ that it would be 
4m|)olitjc generoiity in Sardinia, to reftpr^ 
tfeem ; . but why flbould not a great king de* 
ipife tl\c little fquabblings for parcels pf dis- 
puted pofleffion, and oblige a town by tho 
jprefent of its records? J^pvi ftaxids in a flat 
|)lain, endircled.in the horiibn by the Alps 
and Apennines. St. Bernar4 and fnpunlt Cenis 
/knd high above the reft. There are 23^ 
fjuildin^ worth noticing in th.e town. 

I had fome conyer&tion with z phy&aiai| 
^ho refide? here, Dr. Cappfb, I believe^ 
who appears to poffe^ much information^ 
^e regretted the flpw adyancement made hy 
the Gi^noefe and their dependencies, in useful 
^cnowledge. The people whp die Jiere are 
buried the next day, in common paies, and 
idepofited in churches. This I heard^ upon 
making fome enquiries poncerning a cprpie 
which had been taken up, on fulpicion of the 
death being occafioned by ^11 treatpient. An 
old mai), who wajs ordered to move the 
Tcorpfe, fvfperftitioufly rcfpfed and flirunk from 
it. How general is this fear ! I wiihed 
4hat the light, diffufed by the Ilumane Society, 
had reached Npvi. Dr. Capofo, by the in- 
^eUigj^nce w|ticH ju.dfaws from readiiig, an<| 
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.munication with other countries, derives an 
information that makes him regret the igno- 
rance that furrounds him, but which he find& 
himfelf unable to dilperfe. 

Leaving Novi the next morning, we paflcd 
the proud fortrefs of Garvy, which ftands on 
a fine eminence, in an immenfe excavation, 
amidfl: a fea of hills, fome of which are beau- 
tifully covered with chefnut trees. 

After paiiing through Voltaggio, and 
afcending the Bochetta, we obtained a grand 
view of the Mediterranean, and defcended by 
a fine winding road through Campo Marrone, 
to Genoa. 

Our firft view of Genoa encircling the bay^ 
and extending its walls for twelve miles 
round the ridgy and fun-fcorched brow of 
the ^nountains, was very grand. We arrived 
through the valley of Polcevera, by a fine 
foad finifhed after three years labour, by the 
Cambiafi famity, in 1776, from Campo 
Marrone ; in lieu of the former bad road which 
was in the bed of a torrent. The hills, as 
we approached, were covered with palaces 
which hung over the ftony chamiel. Thofe 
at the foot of which Genoa is placed, 
feave a baijea dufty appearance. The firft 

impreflion 
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imprcffion derived from the Strada Balbi is 
confiderable : it is diftinguifhed by many 
large and beautiful marble palaces, not indeed 
built with the chafte fimplicity of the Gre- 
cian architefture. Or with any peculiar ele- 
gance of defign, but with fronts richly loaded 
with ornaments. The pavement of the toipyA 
is fmooth and flat, and the horfes pafs over it 
without flipping. Excepting the two or 
three chief ftreets and an ' open Ipace or two, 
the city is compofed of narrow courts and 
paflages, like Bath ; and even the beft ftreets 
are nariXDW, for the fake of the fhade» Sump- 
tuous buildings, churches, hofpitab, palaces, 
and magazines, are difperfcd all over th© 
town. When fiich attention is paid to gratify 
felfifh pride, we are not fbrry to fee a libera] 
expenditure employed in the conflru6lipn of 
works of piety and benevolence. ' 

On the firft day of our arrival we faw the 
Doge walk in proceffion to the church of l^it 
Dominic. His halberdiers, pages, uft'era^ 
ferjeants, attendant officers, and nckSStj^i 
were drefTed in the Spanifh ftyle, with ahciaiii 
liveries and uniforms. The. Doge hiiJoSlS^ 
who was immediately preceded by the gen 
of the army, and who walked 

5 
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dean and the lub-dean of the fenate, was 
dreffed- in a long robe of velvet, carrying a 
fquare kind of bonnet in his hand; two pages 
accon^)ahied him, one with a parafbl, the 
other holding up his train. He was followed 
^ by the fenators in pairs, and by the prociira- 

n tors in their official dreffes of black robes. 

*-• • • » 

r.-. The parade was clofed with the magiftrates 
"^^"^f the civil and criminal Rota, dreffed in 
"^" do£lor*s robes. The proceffion was lined by 
>^ -^wo rows of halberdiers, and the doge receiv- 
/Ced military honours from the troops, through 
Svhich he paffed. In bad weather the nobility 
/do not walk upon public exits of the doge, 
who is then carried in a chair, or palanquin, of 
Ired velvet, gilt and fculptured, and fupported 
porters dreffed in red velvet. The lecre- 
taries alfo, the mafter of the ceremonial; and 
the lodges of the Rota, are then carried in 
s of public ftate, and the fenators in their 
chairs, with attendants in ordinary 
s. So much for the ftatc of this great 
but the Doge is fettered in golden 
nsV He cannot go out, we know, into 
except on certain days, without an 
ip -decree obtained from the colleges ; but 
** clofa confined to his own palace fleep," 

and 
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and without his wife ; a reftridion ucccilarf ^ 
iay fbme, if the former regulation is to be 
refpedcd. 

The number of fplendid palaces, at Genoa^ 
as prodigious. Every book will tell you c^ 
the fine iituation and magnitude of the Doria 
palace; of the magnificence and pidures of 
the palaces of Durazzo and Balbi ; of that of 
the Sun with its fplendid golden faloon ; of 
the Brignole palace, which was affigned, by 
the council, for the refidence of the kipg of 
the two Sicilies, during his ftay here about 
four years ago. In the fplendid apartment? 
of thefe palaces, which are at the upper part 
of the houfe, the pofTeflfors do not refide: and 
(bme of the nobility have four or five, and 
even more, palaces, kept chiefly for oflenta^ 
tion. They are filled with coftiy furniture. 
Parts of thefe palaces are often let. The 
Jower apartments of the Balbi palace were 
Tented lafl year, by the Rochefoucault family, 
which payed 3000 livres for fix mwths. The 
anceflors of the Balbi family employed 
Vandyke four years in this palace. The 
lower apartments of the Brynole palace ar? 
now let for 15,000 livres for the year. 



^ 'tlie croud iA poor ofejeds, at Gfenoft, k 
dreadfuL At every manfion of a tyM6 ia 
SI Lazarus : he is, however, often fed front 
the great man*5 table. The poor, at Genoa^ 
conftitute.a part of the appendage of the 
wealthy. The nobility Court popularity bjl 
fiipporting them. They are fed not only by 
private charities but by public fupport. 

We have feen, at the mcurabks, hundred* 
laid upon beds fix>m which they know that 
they (hall never rife, fome with faces aghafif^ 
feme endeavouring to divert thdir thought* 
by readuig. We have vifited alfb the vafl 
marble pillared hoipital, abd walked between 
rows of patients, of which. Death daily mark* 
cut five or fix. Is it confolation to thefe 
wretched objects, ftretchcd out in pain, to fee 
fe*^many others in the fame circumflanceJ ? 
We were fhewn one room here filled with per- * 
fons who had been flruck with the flilletto. If 
** pomp would take phyfic,'* it fhould vifit 
the hofpitals at Genoa. 

Vxom the hofpitals we went, as happen* 
not feldom m the fluctuating fcenes of lifi^ 
to the Balbi palace, and witneffed the con« 
trafls of prosperity and afflidtion, which are 
no where morp flrongly fhewn by different 
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ihades than at Genoa. How; wretched' 4 
fpedlacle did we fee, fbon after, at the Gfale-> 
res! felons, finugglers, deferters, Turks,: 
chained together, different charaders contri-; 
buting to each other's corruption,. and ex-i 
pofed to whatever cruelties ^deiiedie verity 
or caprice may inflid. : K Du Paty. has 
painted their fufferings, tOQ Jftrongly, huma-r 
nity may be allowed^ to le^^gg^rate, its, de- 
fcriptions. I believe wanton, cruqltjes are; 
not inflided ; huniage reg^tipns have beea- 
made. Three Turks are rel«l|fed in exchange^ 
for one Chriftian. Thofe who are now.re-I 
leafed can profit but little, if I may credit the 
reprefentation of a man, with whom J; have, 
juft converfed, who is lately, returned from. 
Conftantinople, and who told me, in ftrong- 
language, that war, the plague, rebellion, and. 
femine, all contribute to harais the wretched 
lubjefts of the Porte, and that the people, feem. 
to be under the maledidlion of God. The 
Turks have a fmall room in which they per- 
form religious fervices ; Du Paty calls it a. 
moique. - ., : -.? 

The Albergo is a vaft building, ered^ed, at; 
an enormous expence, above a century ago. 1% 
is an inftitution for the fupport of thole judged^ 
z/ ... " ' '^ incapa^ 
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incapable of labour, aiid for the corrc Aion of 
difbrderly perfons. It is abufed, however, by 
the reception of the indolent, and is, on that 
very account, ufeful, in fiich a city as Genoa, 
where temporary expedients are neccffiiry, to 
prevent the ill effefts of difcontent, and to 
filence turbulent murmurs. We few fbme hun- 
dreds whom true policy would have appointed 
to labour for their own fupport. In a builds 
ing, however, erected to charity, let us noti)e 
cold or fevere. Some tribute is due to the 
benevolence of the fenate, which firft eftab- 
liflied a foundation capable of receiving fb 
many hundreds of difabled perfons ; and we 
can only lament, that circumflances have 
iince authorlfed its abuie. 

The franc port, at Genoa, deferves to be 
noticed, as a commodious depofitary and 
well-regulated office for the cuftoms. Ten 
per cent, is paid for all imported goods for 
home confumption; the export duties arc 
low. The chief articles fcnt out are filks,- 
velvets, damalks, orfeverie fculpture, artificial 
flowers, oil, oranges, and citrons. The port 
is large : it is enclofed by two moles ; on each 
of which is a pharos to direct veflels to the 
ipacious mouth of the harbour, where they 
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arc lafe from injury, except when haraflcd by 
the Ibuth-eaft wind, called Libeccio, whicb 
loUs on a great fwell of fea. 

Genoa may vie with Rome itfelf, we ar6 
told, in the number and iplendor of its- 
churches. I faw few that ftnick me as beau- 
tiful in point of architefture. They contaii> 
fine pictures, and ftatues by Puget. Be it, 
however, recorded, in praife of individual 
piety, that the church of Annunciata, 
which, from its fimple exterior and rich in- 
fide, is entitled to be ranked among the mofl 
magnificent at Genoa, derives its (plendor 
from the L^mellini family, formerly love- 
reigns of the ifland of Tabarca, in the Medi- 
terranean, which they pofleflfed from 1544, 
till it was taken by the Tunifians, in 1741. 
The merchants of Genoa, as were thofe of 
Tyre, are princes. The republic concedes its 
highefl honors to thofe who have acquired 
wealth in commerce. The cathedral of St. 
I-aurence is a Gothic building : one of its 
chapels i$ reported to contain the afhes of the 
Baptift; and a fine emerald is preferved there, 
which is faid to have been brought from 
Csefarea, and which is reprefented to have 
been the qi^en of Shellacs preient to Solomon, 
4 and 
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and to have fupported the Pafchal Lamb 
which our Saviour eat with his difciples ; in 
Ipite of venerable Bede'a account, who repre- 
fents the difli to have been of filver. St. 
Maria de Carignano is a noble church ; it was 
built by Galcas Aleffi, in the form of the 
Greek crofs ; it contains feveral pi(9:ures, and 
a remarkably fine ftatue, by Puget. I feel, 
Ibmetimes, afliamed of vifiting churches only 
t© admire pi£hires and ftatues, and to con- 
template the works of a painter inftead of 
adoring the perfeftions of God. Strangers 
ftroll about them during the fervice, with an 
indecent indifference, and which it is to 
the credit of the people's patience that they 
do not refent roughly. 

Much has been faid of the Paneteria publics 
at Genoa; I cannot, from hafty attention, 
judge of its policy, and would not condemn 
what I have not confidered. The poor's, 
bread appeared to me to be good : be it good 
or bad, however, they have no choice. The 
rich may bake for themfelves, but the poor 
muft repair to the public bake-houfe. It is 
the policy of Genoa, however, to check 
murmurs ; and it is probable, that the mono- 
poly is regulated on principles favourable to 
s the 
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the people, who are fecure, at leaft, from 
private extortion. 

We made, a day or two fince, an excurfion 
to Poggi, which is about fix miks from 
Genoa: the fuburbs, through which wo< 
drove,^ are decorated with gay buildings and 
niarble palaces, with terrafled gardens, with 
orangeries, fountains, colonades, painted walls, 
il:atues, and ornamental works. At Poggi we 
law the large palace of the prince Doria: 
the orangeries there are very fine; and the 
terraffes command a beautiful fea view ; not- 
withftanding which, they are fprinkled with 
tricheries of water-works and jets d*eau» 
The groves and woods are natural and pleat- 
ing ; and the pines, with their umbrella tops, 
are iingular. - In the ^rden, there is a rural 
theatre artificially formed by trees. On our 
return we vifited the fine and well-dilpofed 
grounds of Mr. Lomellini, which are laid out 
in a tafte fo natural and parkiih, that they 
would have done honour to Brown, but the 
water, which flows from the hiH, is employed 
to (pit its jetted eatix here alio, in the face of 
the Mediteri'aneani which expands its uu^ 
bounded waves before the grounds^ 
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The celebrated Lomellini, who was Doge 
and difplayed his tafte iia thefe grounds^ died» 
about two months ago, at the age of eighty. 
His fbn is the prefcnt poffeffor of the place. 
We looked at the large grotto of feftre as wc 
returned ; but being ^tiated with fights, we 
omitted to examine the mufeum at . the 
Durazzo palace. 

We purpofe ftaying too Ihort a time at 
Genoa to avail ourfelves of the introduftions 
with which we are furniflied, though the 
women, whom we daily fee, make us rather 
defirous of their acquaintance, dangerous as 
it is reprefented to be ; they have pretty fea- 
tures, but are extremely pale; a kind of 
fickly languor gives a fbft expreffion to their 
countenance and fine blue eyes. The painted 
linen veil which they wear, called mezzaro^ 
is not unbecoming, though it refembles a 
flowered gown thrown over the head and 
hooded. Of their manners and converfatiou 
I can tell you but little. The Italian women, 
in general, are very uninformed. The 
fociety of Genoa is not among the beft of 
Italy. The court is without women, and the 
nobility have not the elegance of high birth. 
The rich nobles are peconomifts in general, 
s z ^ough 
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though they fbmetimes entertain a ftraiiger 
Ivith fumptuous oftentation. They intermix 
ehiefly at the theatres, 'which are tolerably 
liipported, and at one of which we yawn, 
almoft every evening, at Goldoni^s plays. 
A ftranger may aflbciate here, to much 
advantage, with the merchants of the faftory. 
Their manners feem to be like thofe of oiir 
London citizens, improved by more extenfive 
obfervation. Our conlul, Mr. Udny, is now 
at Leghorn. 

One evening we went to a ferious opera 
at the theatre Delia Crofa, in Saint Pier 
D*Arena, in one of the FaiTxbourgs, in which 
We heard mufic, that would have been toler- 
able, if it were not that mediocrity in mufic, 
like mediocrity in poetry, is neceflarily into- 
lerable. We afterwards drove to a kind of 
Caffino, where were affembled a number of 
pretty women, who danced in a rotunda 
room, and played cards, as women do in all 
countries. The women were dreffed, as 
fafhionable people are every where ; and 
we learnt nothing remarkable to charafte- 
rize this aflembly, but that this was 
the firft night in which the unmarried 
girls were introduced into pubKc fociety at 

Genoa, 
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G^iioa, it having been the cuftom here, as in 
other parts of Italy^ to fhut up the girl$ till 
they are married ; but tempora mutantyr, the 
girls deem it a barbarifin, and parents becomi? 
more indulgent They danced with grea^ 
gaiety. We could not return to town as the 
gates are not opened, but by particular prder^ 
after the clofe of evening. 

No ftate in Europe feems, in Ibmerelpefts, 
to be fo ill-governed as Genoa : the laws are 
defibftivp ; »a^d, luch as they are, are feldom 
put in force. The ma^ifbrates of the crjimi- 
nal rota are foreigners ; they accept their 
office from mercenary motives, and ^i:e aioto- 
rioufly corrupt. When ifcey have amafled 
riches enough to prefer fecurity to farther 
gains, they retire from public detcfta,tipn tp 
their private refleftions. The nobility pur- 
chafe popularity, and the continuance of their 
privileges, by prote^ing and by obtaining par- 
don for turbulent men, and thofe whofe uncon- 
trolled paffions lead them to crimes. Redrefe, 
for injuries, cannot be had a^ainft power ; and 
individuals execute their own vengeance. 
Hence aflaffinations are frequent ; and a ruffi- 
an, who can make intereft with a noble,^ or 
jcommand 150 or 200 livres to bribe the 
$ 3 officers 
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ofRcers of juftice, is fure to efcape. Not left 
thian one hundred and fifty aflaffinatioiis are 
committed, upon an average, every year, at 
Genoa, chiefly among the lower ranks, at the 
luggeftions of jealoufy or the Hidden impulfe of 
revenge, notwithftanding a patrole parades the 
ftreets and fome fbirri, who are not diftin* 
guiflied by their drefe. 

The nobles of Genoa feem to have no other 
fenfe than that of private good, which lord 
Shaftcfbury juftly confiders as a bad principle 
of affociation ; the public advantage is a rc^ 
mote objed. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



Milan, Oft. 15. 

WE left Genoa on the Sth of Odober and 
returned to Novi, whence, taking the Milan 
road, we pafled through a flat umnterefting 
country, in which the eye ranged in vain for 
trees or fertile fields, to Tortona, once Der* 
tona, and in the decline of the empire Attilia^ 
now a jfinall town, two pofts from Novi, 
which bears Ibme inferior refemblance to 
AJexaiidria* It has a fortrefs witU about 
forty favoyards* 

From Tortona to Voghera, which is a pofl: 
and half, we palled through rows of willows 
that bound pafture-Jand. We flept at 
Voghera, the Tria of antiquity, fituated near 
the river Stafera, caUed alfo, formerly, the 
Tria, a town full of foldiers and eccleiiaftics, 
and doomed to fupport, at prefent, three 
troops of cavalry, about 400 infantry, and 
s 4 eleven 
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eleven or twelve monafteries. It is well 
that it derives fome wealth from its fuftian 
manufadories. • | 

We leftVoghera the next morning, and 
drove, two pofts and a half, through a flat 
burnt-up country, thinly iprinkled with mul- 
berry-trees, by Caffe Tifma, to Pavia, having 
crofTed the Po by a bridge of boats, where it 
has a refpeftable breadth, and alfo the Gra- 
valola. 

Pavia, once the feat of the kings of Lom- 
bardy, has the appearance of a deferted town. 
It contains many open places like fields ; not 
a third of what is enclofed by the walls, is 
now inhabited. How mournful is it to fee a 
town in decline, a town once fo flourifhing ! 
It retains no veftiges of former importance. 
It appears now, more than ulually, deferted, 
on account of the abfence of the ftudents, who 
are faid to amount to a coufiderable number ; 

^ concerning which, however, I heard, as all 
travellers muft, very different accounts : one 
man told me 1500 ; mine hoft magnified the 
number to 8000 : the former account is, I 

' believe, neareft the truth. There are eight 
colleges. The one under the proteftion of 
the pope, and the Borromeau college, are large 

hand- 
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handfome buildings in a quadrangular form ; 
from a room in this, we had a view of the 
flow andfomniferousTefm, a river celebrated 
under the name of Ticinum, by Silius Italicus, 
for its caerulean waters. 

The botanical garden here is large. Spa- 
lanzani is ftill profeflbr of experimental 
philofophy; and the univerfity, which can 
boaft of him, and Scarpi, need not hold down 
its dejefted head. Scopoli died, fuddenly, 
^bout four years ago. Aftronomy is much 
fludied at Pavia : it is, indeed, the fafhionable 
fcience all over Italy. Divinity is not fo 
much attended to as it ufed to be : little fpirit 
of enquiry, however, can be indulged in the 
Romifli church. Boethius, who, for his 
noble remonftrances, was unjuftly condenmed 
to exile from his country, wrote here, in his ba- 
nifliment, his work, entitled. The Confbla- 
tion of Philofophy, and was buried in the 
church of St. Auguftin, where a tomb 
was credied to his memory, with a Latin in- 
fcription, in verfe. With Boethius, fays an 
admired philologift and critic, the Latin 
tongue, and the lafl: remains of the Roman 
dignity, may be faid to have lunk in the 
weilern world. He was the chief luminary 

of 



( zih ) 

of many dark ages, and has a claim to the ad- 
miration of the moft enlightened times, 
though his writings are tinged and difcoloured 
by the falfe philofophy of his age. 

Magic, for which a tafte was introduced 
into Europe, with the Arabian literature, was 
formerly cultivated at Pavia with great eager- 
nefs. Among the moft eminent doctors who 
excelled here in that occult fcience, was Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, fecretary to Maximilian, who 
is celebrated, by Butler, in his Hudibras, as 

« for profound 



** And folid lying, much renown'd." 

When- the famous and romantic earl of 
Surry, of Henry the Vlllth's time, was ramb- 
ling abroad and proclaiming the charms of 
Geraldine, Agrippa deceived the delighted 
lover at the emperor's court, by a pretended 
image of his miftrefs, in a mirror, reclining, 
in ferrowful attitude, and reading, by the 
light of a ts^r, one of thofe tender ibnnets, 
in which he rivalled Petrarch, and thereby in- 
flamed him to maintain, by arms, the fuperiority 
of her peerlefs charms at Florence, from which 
pUce her family derived its origin* 

' ' The 
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The cuftom of the proceffion of the hoft 
tinder a canopy, originated here in the four- 
teenth century, about A. D. 1360. 

The famous ftatue of Marcus Antoninus did 
not pleafe me. The emperor and his horfe 
are both too fmall for perfbnages of fo much 
dignity. The emperor is reprefented as hold- 
ing out his hand as the defender, of the em- 
pire, to prohibit incurfions. - 

** Dextra vetat pugnas*." 

The cathedral here is not beautiful : the 
iAuguftin convent is liipprefled, and its monu- 
ments are removed. We law the Church of 
St. Maria in porticc, in which the bones of 
the Frenchmen, ikughtered in the fatal day 
of Pivia, are heaped up, with impious pro- 
phanation of the place. It is almoft difficult 
to believe, that any foperilition could have 
imagined it decent to dilplay the dreadful 
cfFeds of human paffions in the confecrated 
finduary of God. They are the fad memo- 
rials of a battle, in which 10,000 French 
were (lain, and in which Francis the firft faw 
his profpefts defejited, and was taken prilbner 

* Statius Domitian, 1. 37. The right hand prohibits 
battles. 

by 
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by his rival, Charles V. A.D. 1525, together 
with Henry D'Albret, the unfortunate king 
of Navarre, The battle was loft partly from 
a diminution of the French army by a de- 
tachment being lent to Naples, and partly by 
a defertion of the Swils troops from their po£L 
The king was inunediately conduded into the 
church of the Carthufian convent, and, with 
loud and animated piety, awakened to a fenie 
of human weaknefs and detnerit, joined the 
monks in chanting, from the Pfalms, 
*' Bonum mihi quia humiliafti me ut difcam 
juftificationes tuas." It is good for me that 
thou haft humbled me, that I may learn thy 
righteoufnefs. He afterwards dined in the 
monaftery and was ferved by three of the 
Spanifli generals, but indignantly rejected the 
offices of Bourbon, whom the brave chevalier 
Bayard had alfb upbraided for difloyalty and 
treafon, as he expired in the field. The 
events of the day were very interefting, and 
Francis long lamented its effe<9s in the con-*^ 
finement in which his ungenerous rival de-? 
tained him at Madrid. The armour in which 
Francis was taken prifoncr, is now in the 
poffeffion of Mr, Walpple, at Strawberry 
HUL 
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In going from Pavia to Milan, we vi{ited[ 
the Carthufian convent, which is one of the 
moft magnificent in Italy. Its fifty ecclefia- 
ftics have been reduced, by the regulations of 
Jofeph II. to twelve. The church is emi- 
nently beautiful and richly adorned with va- 
riegated marbles. The chapels, which are 
Curioufly checkered and inlaid with marbles, 
exhibit, at every altar, fine pidures. The 
library has been tranfported to Padua. 

Milan is not a handfome town, and it has 
few prominent beauties* Among the build-^ 
ings moft diftinguifhed for architefture, is 
the cathedral, of which the exterior is ftiU 
nearly as unfiniftied as in the time of Addifon : 
it is a vaft edifice; and religion took here no 
vulgar flight. The nave and long dmwn 
aifles are very fine; the outfide is crouded 
with fculptured figures, which I really did not 
count, though fuch different reports have been 
made of their numbers. The tower com- 
mands a magnificent view of the Alps and 
Appenines, of the city of Milan, and of the 
cxtenfive plains of Lombardy. In the treafiary 
is (aid to be preferved, a fmall part of Aaron's 
rod ; the keeper muft explain how it came 
there. The body of Carlo Borromco is dc- 

pofited 
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pofitcd in the fubterraneous chapel ; and the 
hiftory of his life is curioufly reprefented in 
filver work round the fides of the chapel. 

Among the remarkable churches at Milan, 
ftrangers are ufually fhewn that of St. Sebaf- 
tian, from a defign of Pelegrini ; that of Su 
Maria Pedone, that of St. Francifco, and 
cipecially that of St. Ambrofe, built on the 
Ipot where the father is faid to have difcovered 
the bodies of the martyrs, St. Gervafius and 
St. Protafius. It bears great marks of anti- 
quity; contains the bralen ferpent, or one 
very like it, erected by Mofes in the Wilder- 
nefs. Beneath a cupola in it, with relief 
figures of the 9th century, fupported by four 
porphyry pillars, is a table, of which the pal- 
lium is of fblid gold inlaid with precioua 
jftones, under which were depofited the afliea 
of St. Ambrofe. We noticed here alfo a 
Sarcophagus, fuppofed to be a work of the 
4th century. The iron crown was formerly 
given in 'this church to the emperors. All 
thefe valuables ai-e inclofed by the gates, 
which St. Ambrofe is reprefented to have 
doled with chriflian zeal, in the face of the 
emperor Theodofius, on account of the maf- 
6cre wliich he had committed at ThefTalonica. 

The 
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The chvNTch of St. Laurence here is built 
^n the foundation of fome Roman baths, or, 
as fome fay, on the ruins of the temple of 
Hercules. It retains the form of the heathen 
temple, but is conftrufted with fuch evident 
marks of the dark ages, that the old columns 
are inverted, the capital being where the bale 
(hould be. The church of Thiele, which is 
fuppoled to be erefted on the ruins of the 
pantheon of Minerva, is in the fame neighs 
bourhood ; and not very far diftant is the fine 
Doric colonade, which is ufually reprefented 
as the work of Maximilian. 

On mount Olivet is a convent, beautifully 
adorned with marble. The altar is very 
handfome. In this convent private mafs is 
performed, according to the common ritual 
of the Romifti church ; but public mafs is 
celebrated, as in other churches, according to 
the ceremonial of St. Ambrofe. The Am- 
brpfian rite, as it is called, is peculiar to the 
church of Milan. It is flippofed to have been 
inftituted by St. Ambrofe, in the 4th century^ 
It was retained, by the church of Milan, 
under the fandion of fo great a name, after 
all the other weftern churches gave up their 
rcipe^Vivc offices in obedience to the pope, 

and 
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and generally accepted that of the Romifh 
church^ It is more fimple than the Romiffi. 

The caemetery, in the neighbourhood of 
Mijan, deferves particular notice : it is a 
building formerly erefted for the reception of 
the bodies of perfbns who died in the hofpital, 
and, poffibly, for the general ufe of the city : 
it confifts of a circular colonade which con- 
tains no indication of a fepulchre, no epi- 
taph, no moral hint, but here and there a 
fufpended tablet with injunftions to pray for 
the foul of the defunft. It is, however, an 
affefting confideration that this place is now 
lb full, that people are buried in an open field 
at Ibme diftance, near the Porta Romana, to 
which I walked, and faw a thick vapour 
afccnd as thtr evening began to clofe, 
which could not but be prejudicial, if inhaled 
by the inhabitants of the town. 

Addifbn fays, that in his time there wei:e 
fixty convents of women, and eighty of men, 
at Milan. Many of thefe are now fupprefled, 
and the money derived froni them has, in a 
few inftances, been appropriated to the en- 
creafe of the parochial clergy, and to the 
eftablifliment of charitable inftitutions; but 

the 
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the chief part has been diverted from its 
6ourfe. 

The Foppone, at Milan^ which was for- 
merly a lazaretto for perfons afflifted with 
peftilential diforders, is now converted into a 
lazaretto for cattle. Epidemic diforders arc 
lels frequent than they formerly were. The 
ufe of linen, and the attention to cleanlinefs, 
which generally prevail, contribute to check 
tihieir progrefs. There are no buildings fo 
interefting as thofe erefted for the relief of 
human calamities. We are happy to fee, 
that after thefe are attended, to, fbme regard is 
paid to the brute creation. What pain and 
agony are ftill felt within thefe walls ! Its 
prefent tenants are, happily, free from the 
mifery of mental fufFerings ; and when the 
pangs of difbrder ceafe, the patients are reftored 
to peace, undifturbed by the apprehenfions of 
the return of pain. 

Antiquarians have amufed themfelves in 
etymological enquiries concerning the name 
of this town. Schott, an induftrious colleftor 
of the aniles fabulse, or old women's tales, re- 
lates that Bellovefiis Gallus, who, above 583 
years before Chrift, enlarged it from a finall 
fcattered collection of houfes, to a great city, 

T chofe 
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chof^ to h^ye it {q called, frQm the appea?arjce 
of a fbw, which came out of fome ruined 
houfes while the city was building, the Qiie 
half covered with natural briftles, the 
Other with a foft and white wool, and hence 
it was caUed Mediolanum ; a monuiriental 
reprefentation of which remarkable parti- 
qylars, he fays, was to be feen on the 
town-hall of his time, and, for ought 
\ know, ftiU remains. This derivation, 
abiiird as it is, is not more fo than that fug- 
gefted by Richard Laffels, a traveller, wha 
publiflied the account of his journey in the 
laft century, ajad who fays, with as. greait a 
ri?if)e<3t for the Englifh language as ever Swift> 
iji ^is EJtymoligies, prof^jffed ; that it is called 
Milan, quafi midland, being a pure Meditcr*; 
r^nean town, and having no river. 

Iix the timp of Cicei;o, as we l?ari> fxom 
his Philippics, this city was efteemed the 
Flower of Italy, " its fafeguard in war, and 
its ojrnamient in. peace." It is faid to have 
been converted to Chriftianity by St. Barna^ 
bas, A.D. 40. when St. Peter was at Antioch, 
being the firft town of Infubr^a, if not of all 
Italy, which was converted. St. Ambrofe, 
who was bilhop^^ and the favourite Saint of the 

place, 



( ^IS ) 
place, farther promoted the influence of that 
rehgion which principally confpir^d in efFeft- 
ing an alteration in the manners of a people, 
who, from a fevere and ferocious character, 
were gradually fbftened into kindnefs.and be- 
nevolence. In confequence of their being fre- 
quently engaged in conteft with invaders, 
they had formerly acquired a very favage tem- 
per, fo that in time of the Romans, it was faid, 

" Qui miferam citius cupiunt effiindere vitam 
" Mediolanum adeant, gens ea dura nimis." 

Let thofe who are troubl'd, and weary of life. 
To Milan repair, there the people love ftrife. 

The latter Roman emperors fettled here to 
be at hand to defend Italy from tranfalpine 
incurfions. The inhabitants decreafed, after 
their time. In the year 1250 the city is faid 
to have contained 150,000 citizens, of which 
30,000 were capable of bearing arms. It 
is now reckoned to contain 1 20,000. 

The government, at prefent, is almoft ab- 
folute ; the minifter plenipotentiary, and the 
fupreme council, are appointed by the em- 
peror, and govern the ftate. The fenate, 
which pretended to and might have obtained 
fome weight, was fuppreffed by Jofeph the 
T 2 ^ fecond. 
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fecond. Trials are conduced in fecret ; arid 
the laws are not very judicioufly enforced* 
We few twenty criminals brought into the 
town, a day or two fince, for robbing, in a 
body, at Lodi. The emperor is paid, by the 
city, a large fum, for maintaining 10,000 
troops here, but he docs not keep above 3000. 
The people fometimes murmur ; but as they 
are not oppreffed, are of mild tempers, and 
much attached to the Houfe of Auftria ; they 
are not difpofed to tumultuary remonftrance. 
Not long lince, at the command of the arch- 
duke, they ceafed hiffing a manager with 
whom they were diffatisfied. Few people 
will fufFer themfdves to be didated to in their 
amufement. The arch-duke gratified them, 
the enfuing evening, by compelling the ma- 
nager to appear, on the ftage, between two 
(bldiers, and apologize for his mifconduft* 
The opera-houfe here is magnificent ; we were 
much ftruck at our firft entrance : la Donna 
di Spirito is very pleafantly performed every 
night, for the Italians change their opera but 
two or three times in a feafon. The emperor 
has taken away the beft fingers and dancers, 
to Vienna, which is rather hard, as the opera 
is the only public amufement the people have, 

except 
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except that of bowing to each other in the 
corfo. The tafte for private theatricals is in- . 
troduced among the middling and lower 
ranks. We were prefent, fbon after our 
arrival, at a comedy, performed by a private 
company ; among the performers was a hair- 
dreffer's wife, and her,cavaliere Servente. 

Literature is but little cultivated at Milan, 
though it boafts of having produced Valerius 
Maximus, Cardan, and other great men, 
and though the Ambrofian library, founded 
by cardinal Frederic Borromeo, affords fine 
field for refearch. The manufcripts are faid 
to amount to 14 or 15,000, but few have en- 
quiring eyes to examine them. There is, I 
believe, no printed catalogue of them. Few 
books are written here, and few even tranf- 
lated. The Abate Bianconi, with fbme alfift- 
ants, is now preparing a Biographical and 
Hiflorical Account of Engravers, and of the Art 
of Engraving, which I doubt not will, from 
his extended refearches, be well executed. 
Adjoining to the library is a room filled with 
copies of antique ftatues, and another of 
paintings; among which are fome pleafing 
and highly-finifhed pidures, by Breughel, who 
loft his fight by his attention to them. 

T 3 The 
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The Brera, which was a convent of the 
jefuits, contains a very capital Hbrary, part of 
which formerly belonged to that fociety. 
Among the books, of which we took a cur- 
fory view, were a fine copy of the Vulgate, 
printed at Mayence in 1562 ; a Catholicon, 
publifhed in 1560 ; and a beautiful edition of 
Dante, which appeared in 1477. 

A fequeftrated fund of the jefuits, of 5000 
livres per annum, defrays the charges of this 
cftablilhment ; among which is that of a pen- 
fion to Abate Bianconi, as fecretary ; and 
another to the profefTor of aftronomy, an in- 
telligent jefuit, and not unworthy liicceflbr 
to Bofcovich, whoie oblervatory is well 
furnifhed with mathematical inflruments, of 
every kind, moft of which are brought from 
England, and are confidered as incomparably 
Superior to thofe of all other countries. The 
brafs-work of fome of the inflruments has, 
indeed, been made at Milan ; but the glafs is 
always fupplied by England, as it cannot be 
made fb good here even if the materials be 
exported. I talked concerning Herfchel, to 
whom the profeflbr gave deferved praife. 

The Italians do not admit our fovereign's 

claim to give' a name to the new-difcovered 
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planet. It 18 called Ouranos In Italy. The 
profeflbr had heard of the difcovery of its two 
fetellites and jof the two additional fatellites of 
Saturn. 

The arch-duke lives in a palace that con- 
tains nothing worth notice ; his garde du 
corps confifts of about nxty men, each of 
whom is paid 20 livres per day. Strangers 
are well recei^^ed by him, and by many fami- 
lies a:t Milan, particularly by the Lifa family, 
whofe noble palace contains a magnificent 
colle(9:ion of pi^ures ; among which is a very 
curious and elaborate reprefentation of the 
Hiftory of Paris-; from hisjiidgmenf, between 
the Rival Ooddeffes to the taking of Troy, 
which, with many parts well-conceived and 
executed^ exhibits many abfurdities. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



Milan, 0&. 23. 

SINCE our arrival here we have made ai^ 
cxcurfion to the Lago Maggiore, Como, &c. 
We drove about feventeen miles from Milan, 
through a flat country, to a village called la 
Corde, and, after dinner, about fourteen miles 
farther, to Sefto, a finall village, where we 
flept at an indifferent inn; and the next 
morning hiring a boat and four men, and 
afcending the river Tefino, entered on the 
Lago Maggiore, which opened moft beautir 
fully upon us in a broad expanfe, qf whictj 
the banks, particularly that of the Sardinian 
territory, were adorned with fbme palaces, 
as thole of Cafa Vifconti and Cafa Otolino, 
and the caftle qf Angiera. The lake was un- 
commonly full, in confequence of great rains, 
We landed at Arona, a fmall place qf great 
trade, and walked up to the enormous bronze 

flatue 
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(latue of cardinal Borromeo, adjoining to 
which is an academy for catechumen eccle- 
fiaftics ; the number of ftudents now amounts 
to about feventy-two. Having reimbarked, 
as we continued our voyage, we admired the 
hills which rofe gentle, and prettily adorned 
from the water, and the diftant mountains, 
particularly, cloud-capped St. Barnard; the 
woods of chefiiuts, the olives, and the vines 
hangmg gracefuUy over poles and woodea 
roofs eredted for them. We dined in our 
boat,' in fight of Ifola Bella, where the lake 
expands npbly near {even miles in breadth. 

Ifbla Bella, which is about fifteen miles 
from Seflo, is a finall clump of terraffes, lined 
with orangeries, that rife, one above the 
other, with a formaUty little correfpondent to 
the bold fcope which the furrounding fcenes 
difplay, and which Mr. Pennant treats very 
faftidioufly, while Mrs. Piozzi finds it very 
whimfical and pretty. So differently do 
travellers defcribe according to their dif- 
ferent taftes ! Such freaks, at leaft, direft 
the opulence of the wealthy to the en- 
couragement of the induftrious. The houfe 
}S fitted up in a bad taAe ; it contains a few 
^different pidurcs, and commaQds a delight^^ 

ful 
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ful view of the neighbouring hiUs : of villages 
in part concealed among the woocb^ and fbme* 
times difcovered only by the churches. Ifola 
Madre, which is not far diftant, is a beautiful 
little fpot rudely difpofed. The houfe is negleftcd 
and promifes to add the embelliflimcnt of a ruin 
to the ifland. We rowed from thence about 
fix. miles, to Lraverno, our oars ftriking with 
a regularity that mufical founds might imitate. 
Here we found our carriage, and drove about 
fourteen miles j to Varele, where the duke has 
a palace, which foi*merly belonged to the 
dutchefs of Modena, and which gives fomc 
Httle coniequence to the place ; and the in- 
habitants are : wealthy enough to have an 
opera-houfe tolerably well fupported. 

On leaving Varefe next morning, we 
drove through a very pleafaht country diver- 
fified by hills richly covered with oak and 
chefiiut trees, to Como, charmingly fituated 
at the fouthern end of the lake. 

The lake of Como, which was anciently 
called the Larius, appears from the town to be 
a.fmall body of water, as the oppofite hills^ 
through which are openings towards its great 
^^panfe, feem to approach lb near as to enclofe 
aiihall part of it.' ,The banks^ as feen from 
.- . Como, 
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Como, are beautifully ftudded with villas^ 
among which the new eredled palace of count 
Odifkalki is remarkable. The fcenery of the 
lake, and its environs, is enchanting. The 
houfes are near enough for the chearfulnels 
of neighbourhood without the inconvenience 
of proximity.. 

Pliny was born at Como. I enquired here^ 
in vain, for the letters in which he, with 
fiich warmth of afFeftion, fpeaks to his friend 
Caninius Rufus of his pleafant villa, of the 
vernal portico, the fhady plane-tree, and the 
chryflallated canal fo agreeably winding, along 
its flowery banks. 

After dwelling with minute recolledion 
on every obje£t and ornament of his friend's^ 
houfe, he enquirJk if he is ftill enjoying his 
retreat, or if the affairs of the world call him 
into public life. *' If the fcene of your enjoy- 
ment,'* fays he, '* lies wholly there, you are 
happy ; if not, you are under the common 
error of mankind." Pliny, who in the adive 
employments in which he was engaged, 
retained a fond regard for literary purfuits, 
muft have often fighed for retirement, and 
mufl have looked with inexpreflible pleafure 
towards the delicious fcenes of Como, en- 
deared 
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deafed by the recolle6lion of the pleaflire 
which they afForded to him from his earlieft 
years. 

We wiflied to have vifited Pliiiiana, and to 
have examined the fpring which Pliny dc- 
fcribes to have ebbed and flowed three times 
a day ; but the evening began to lower with 
ftorms, and the lake, " albefcere vento,'* 
to whiten with the wind, which furrow* 
ed up its agitated fiirface. We under- 
ftood that his defcription is faithful, and that 
the circumftances continue ftill the fame. 
The Ipring near Henly fometimes flows for 
two years together, and then fails for per- 
haps an equal period with reciprocating 
fiicceffion. ' 

The town of Como is furrounded by a 
wall, and contains a garrifon of about fixty 
men. The cathedral is large; its circular 
window and fretted Gothic work are very 
beautiful : the interior is large, but darkened 
rather by a gloomy luperftitious, than by a 
dim religious light. Pliny's ftatue, with a 
Latin uifcription, dated 1499, is the only 
monument of this great man which the town 
retains. 

In the fupprefled convent of the Auguftins 
here, we faw filk'-mills ereded. The Car- 
melites 
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melites are forbidden to receive any itaorc 
members into their fbciety. If this had been 
adopted as the only mode of fiippreffion, we 
fliould have had fewer murmurs, and Jofeph 
the Second might have, perhaps, ftill lived and 
reigned. 

Since our return to Milan we have vifited 
the Cafa Simonetta, and heard the remarkable 
echo, of which fo much has been faid. It is 
formed by a repercuffion of the air, from two 
parallel and exactly perpendicular walls which 
run out from the back of the palace. The 
Abate Bianconi aflured me, that he heard 
above fifty diftinfl: repercuffions of the report 
of a piftol. The number may vary according 
to the ftate of the air and the quantity of 
powder ; and it is befides difficult to count the 
founds which follow each other in fuch rapid 
fucceffion : hence we have different accounts. 

This palace was imperfe6lly built in the 
middle of the i6th century, by Don Ferrante 
Gonzaga, a governor under Charles V. and 
it conflituted part of a charge, for which he 
was tried, that he had employed fome of the 
money, granted for the fortifications of the 
town, in building this houfe. 

As much rice grows in the neighbourhood 
of Milan, the low wet parts in which it is 

produced, 
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produced, and which, even in dry feafons, 
are kept flooded, arc reputed to occafion the 
dropfy and contagious difbrders. The people 
of the town take care of themfelves by good 
living. It is proverbially faid, that " Solo in 
Milano fi Mangia * ;" and it may be remarked, 
that if what they have to eat is plentiful and 
wcll-drefled, they difpofc of it with appetite. 
Our hotel affords us a good fpecimen. 

* There is no good eating but in Milan* 
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LETTER XXV. 



Bologna, 0<a. 31. 

WE left Milan on the 24th, and drove by 
Magnano, over a level plain to Lodi, about 
two pofts and three quarters. The rich 
meadows about Lodi are well watered by 
fluices ; and Ibme of them are mowed four 
times in the year. The Lodi cheefe is the 
bell: of the Parmefan ; a great quantity of it 
is fent to England. The town appears neat 
and indicates the profperity of increaling 
wealth* From Lodi we went by Zorlifcona, 
three pofts, to Placentia, having croffed the 
Po, before our arrival, on a moving bridge of 
boats. The country in the neighbourhood of 
the Po, which is part of what was anciently 
the moft flourifhing fide of Italy*, and which 
ftill retains. its reputation for fertility, appears 

* Tacitus calls the country between the Po ^nd the 
Alps, " florentiflimum Italix* latus," Hift. Lib. 2. §. 17. 

now 
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now fqualid and miferable in conlequence 6^ 
the late overflcmdng of that river, which {pread 
devaftation wherever it went, and, 

** With a fudden and impetuous wave^ 

•' Like profufe kings, refumed the wealth it gave." 

Placentia boafts of an higher antiquity than 
that of Rome itlelf. In the time of Hanni- 
bal's invafion^ it Was taken poffeffion of by a 
Roman colony of 6006 men ; and having re- 
covered from the deflxudlion brought on it by 
the Carthaginians, it flourilhed during the 
continuance of the Roman empire, though 
ibmetimes, as Silius Italicus defcribes it, 

« Quaflata Placentia bello." 
Placentia fliook by war. 

In the war between Vitellius and Otho, it 
was befieged, without luccefe, by Caecina 
the general of the former; and, during the 
fiege, a very beautifilt amphitheatre, built 
without the walls, was burnt. It was the 
moft capacious building in Italy. The inha- 
bitants of the town fulpeded that the people 
of the neighbouring ftates ei^vioufly conlpired 
to its deftrudion ; and, after the immediate 
danger of the fiege was paffed, lamented the 
lofs as the heavieft calamity. 

I Pliny 
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Pliny rtprelents Placeiitia as a very tigalttjf 
|)lace ; and ftates^ that When ail account of 
its population was takeh, there Was finind one 
man of 1 20 years of age in the town, and in 
the neighbourhood fix of i id years, Ibur of 
120, and one of 140. It is a Very hand* 
ibnie town, though its prefent appearance re* 
minds us of its decay t it fwaf ms A^ith beg-- 
gars, the caufeand appendage of idlenefs an4 
poverty. The cathedral is wprth vifiting, for 
the view of the adjacent country and tjie Pp^ 
frona the tower. 

We vifited the Auguftiiis of whiih the 
church is largiS, withput. grandeur : 14^060 
fequins have Beeil lately expended upon it, by 
a fociety rich anudf): general poverty* The 
fa9ade is handfbnie* In 'the facriftie of this 
church is a very beautiful reprelentatioh, 
finely cafved in wood^ of the fcene at 
Calvary. ' The authoi* of it is unknown* 
The palace, at Placentia, is fHll unfinifhed* 
At la Madona de Campana are fbme fine 
piftures. It was too late to fee, to advantage, 
Corre^o^s fleepihg night* 

At Placentia we Wifhed to have proceeded 
by a voituriet, as we could have travailed at 

V' much 
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inuft go off by the poft as We arrived by it, 
uiileis we chbfe to ftay three days atPlacentia i 
(uch, it feems, is the regulation. 

The next mornmg we continued our jour- 
ney through well-planted' enclofxires, by Fu- 
renzole, Bo'rgo S. DQniingo, and Caftel 
Guelpho, to Pariiia, five pofts. The vines 
entwined, and hanging injuxuriant feftoons 
from tree to tree, from elmaj alders and maples, 
wpre extremely beautifuL We regretted^ 
being (o late in ^he year, as the vegetation of 
fummer, lefs embrowned by autunuial djits 
and eitricKed with clufters of grapes, muft bq 
very beautiful. We. eroded the Taro, 
whiph'iias been. lately very impetuous: the 
fragments' of a bridge ftill remain, thatTxiany 
years fince was deftroyed by its violence, 

Parma does not imprefs the ftranger at its 
entrance : there is neither magnificence, nor 
much appearance of trade. It contains be-t 
tween 40,000 and 50^000 inhabitants. The 
duke's revenues are /aid to amount tq 
20,000,000 of livres, of Parma; but, from 
bad managerpent, he feels the inconveniences 
of fcarcity of money. The expenditure of 
all the princes in Europe, like that of all the 
*;* '* indivi- 
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individuals: in England, appears to* ejLce^i. 
their revenues* ^ . - 

^ The duke has reduced his army frOm three 
regiments toone, which coniiAs of iomething.' 
between 1200 or 1600 men. The. officers of 
the reduced regiments ftill retain their pay* ■ 
He probably confides in his alliances. 
: The prefent duke of Parma, Ferdinand 
Marie -Louis, lives in a ftate of feparation 
from the arch-duchefs, with his fbn, who is- 
ddigned to marry his relation, a daughter of 
Spain* The daughters, one of whom is re-^ 
preiehted as handfome, refide with the arch- 
duchefs, who is fifter to the emperon 
, Our firft objeft of attention was^ the cele* 
hrated theatre, (b admirably conftruded^ 
which has the claffical appearance of a Roman 
work: it was builti> in 161 8, of wood; is 
capable of containing i2,ood gu: 14,000 per- 
fons: it is fo well contrived, that found is, 
equally diftributed over every part; the caufc^ 
of which, Vigarani, who was fent by Louii 
XIV* could not difcover, when the king 
wanted to build one at the Thuilleries. Upon 
fome occafions it -has been converted into a 
naumachia i and .water was, formerly, ad- 
i • y ^ ' nyttcd 
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ffltttoil fi^GVtt the river l^arma, (m the 6ifpkf 
tf naval ongagcmeuts^ This dteatre is tkow 
almc^ 6Uing to ruin ; the duke, however, 
has f afte enough to intend to repaid it. 

Notwithftanding the people of P^rma have 
{6 beaotiiul a model for a theatre^ the modern 
building, where theatrical reprefeiitations are 
diadey is an hideous houfe, built like the hulk 
c^a great fhip : the pit funk into a fubterra^ 
neous hoie, and the higher boxes projecting 
over the lower as if they were abotit to tumble 
down. 

We few a tragedy performed Aert^ 
founded on fbme o£ the Spanifli proceeding 
in America, entitled, Gonzalez, in which, 
without ceremony, a Spaniard was repfeiented 
in a moft deteftable point of view. The 
charaflers were not badly imagined ; but the 
monotony of Italian declamation is worfe to 
the ear than the rant bf French tragedy. 
The next evening we (aw a continuation of 
the iame piece, though the Spaniih aml^ 
fador was prefent. Spain and Frttce are the 
only countries which oxnpliment the court 
with an embaily, and tii^only in coniequene 
of th^ alliance. The present king of %Nutt 
married, I believe, «he duke of P^utnaV 

lifter; 
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filter ; and the duke's mother was^ I thinkt 
£iler to Madame Yidoire^ aunt to the king 
of France, When the emperor Jofeph was 
here he did not ibty at the palace^ but took up 
hia abode, as an inicription tells us, at the poft 
kouie. I (lept in the bed in which he has 
tolled with Imperial cares. 

The duke esLtenda fbme patronage to 
&ience: he gives medals, otie of 50 the other 
of 25 fequins to fuccefsful candidates from all 
countries. The academy contains a few 
valuable works in fculpture ; and among the 
pi^ures the ^mious produdion of Corregio, 
in which St. Jerom is introduced together with 
the Virgin and Child and Mary Ms^dalen. The 
Saint is much indebted to that noble* contonpt 
of chronology, which the Italian pointers 
have fometimes diiplayed when they would 
ihew reipedl to a iavouritCt 

<i By making fomier times ibake hands with latnr^** 

for being placed in fiich fiKiety ; the wcftk is 
|>etter executed th«n defigned* 
. In a fma^ pfilac^4n the garden, built on the 
fidte of the Farnefe refidence, we faw thje 
jpemaips of a gal^ry^ vtd a room painted 
with the laft efforts (Extrcmos Taftus) of 
V3 Auguftin 
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Auguftia Caracci*s pencil. This admirable 
]painter employed his laft f fTorts in the fervicaj 
of the Farnefe family, by whofe patrortage he 
land his brother had been encouraged s he died 
prenfiaturely at the age of forty-five. The 
gardens of this palace are {papious, but not 
difpofed with any graceful difplay of tafte; 

The duke of Parma has the credit of being 
the patron of Bondoni, whofe beautiful print- 
ing you muft have often admired, and of 
which Edwards (who, with a man at Thou- 
loufe, purchafes from him almoft everything) 
has feveral Ipecimens. His Horace and 
Virgil are well known. The copies on 
vellum are much too dazzling to look at. His 
types are, certainly, unequalled* He is about 
to prmt a Homer, a Pindar, and the Pindaric 
Odes of Gray. I faw here fome (heets of a 
Latin Dcfcriptive Poem of England, of which 
one hundre4 copies arc printing for Mr. 
Trevor, by whofe father the poem was; 
written. If the work be all equal to th« 
lines which I read, it is to be lamented that 
the public cannot be gratified by ^:iighf of it j 
•—and why print but an hundred ? Mr. 
T'revor-s friends, 1 am fiire, amount, to a 
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Tlie cathedral of Parma is large and 
gloomy ; it contains Ibme good pi£hires. The 
church of S. Baptifte has the appearance of 
very great antiquity : its ftatues and hiero- 
glyphical figures deferve much attention. 
The Baptiftery is fo large, that it feems tQ 
have beien conftrufted for plenary immerfion. 

We left Parma on the 28th, and travelled 
through a country of well- cultivated mea- 
dows and fields adorned with elms and other 
trees, to which the countrymen have 
learnt, as Virgil taught, .adjungere vites*. 
The trees ferve but as ftems for vines tp 
clufter round: if they. draw away fomrwha^ 
of the nourilhment of the foil, they ftill ferve 
for fire-wood and fave the expence of poles* 
The vines fometimes entwine ** their mar- 
riageable arms*' even with the willow. 

We paffed through Reggio, two ports 
from Parma, where, notwithftanding the 
prince^ like the emperor, has fuppreffed fome 
religious eftablifhments, are Ibme churches 
and a cathedral, which a traveller fhould Hop 
to admire. Two pofts more conveyed us 
through Rubbiera, formerly a well fortified 
and important town, to Mod^na. Wc pafled 

♦ To join the vines. 
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the Seccia in a boat, though a bridge is almoft 
finiflied wd ready to be opened ; this bridge, 
and another, have been lately built, at the 
expence of the duke, who, in this refpeft, 
has behaved better than his anceftors, v^hom 
Addifon cenfures for want of public (pirit. 
It is free to the Modenefe ; but Grangers art^ 
required to pay a tolL He has made alio a 
new road, the old ^milian way, whigh ran 
between Parma and Modena, being deftroyed. 

As I have travelled lately, I have frequently 
remarked the exiftence 9f that ftr^ngth pf co- 
louring which painters haye taught us to expert 
from jwi Itahan (ky. The diftant blue hills havq 
all ^% degth of fliade that 1 have often thought 
uniulural^ in pidures; and I have feeq 
the fnorniiig fun dilperfe the mifts andfcatter 
a tinge equal to any that Claude Lorraine has 
exhibited. 

Modena is a very elegant town ; it? ftrcets 
are regular and remarkably neat : the wind-. 
ing arcades whiph are feen in fom? of them 
have a good e^eft ; but the painted houfes, 
which have the appearance of ftage fcenes, wc 
did not adtjiire. Some of the buildings arc 
hatidfomo. The town is ngt large ; it ipay 
contain about zo,pqo men. The foil jn thp 

neigh- 
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Eicighbourhood of Modena preieuts remarkaUo 
veftiges of a deluge in the abundance 
of marine productions. Sea weeds, ihells^ 
branches and trunks of trees, are often dug up ; 
and fometimes the remains of the devaflations 
of prpbably latter tiines^ as the paveoient of 
ilreets, 8cc, The* dutchy, which is about 
fifty miles in length aiid twenty-fi)c inbreadtht 
' will be the inheritance of the arch-duke, who 
married the daughter and heirefs pf the duke 
of Modena,. ?$ will alfo the riches which the 
duke has accumulated in a, prudent and 
ceconojnical government : the wholp of the 
military eftabUlhment of which Is one TC^ 

'J^he di^e is now with his (ifters and Mr, 
f I - , ^ fevorite Ejtigliih gentleman, at Sof^ 
fuok, » palace g few miles from Modena* 
He ha$ (wo palaces at Modena ; and in the 
new oup is a cabinet, which, among many 
objeds worthy of attention) 0ontain$ the de^ 
fignsf of Trajan's pillar, by Julio Romano. 

It is a curious circu]3;i|l;mce that Raphael, in 
udmiration of the defigng pf this pillar, intro- 
4uced without any propriety the armour of the 
3armatians into^hispidureof Attila driven back 
ifrom Milan by jhe |?oge, or, rather, jfnr St. Paul, 
Thelibrary here 9pnt2^ins a valuable golleftion of 
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books, among whicli our attendant, howevif^ 
had' nothing more curious to (hew us, than 
the famous edition of Boccacio, publifhed at 
Florence m ^527, a beautifully illuminated 
Bible,' in two volumes, executed for the duke 
*Df Ferrara in the lafl century ; and a Greek 
manufcript of part of the Evangelifk, reputed 
to be of the 8th century. 

The apartments of the palace ftill contain, 
fome piftures, among which I particularly 
admired a Magdalene. The femous Magdalene 
of Corregio, and a hundred of the befl pi(Jlures 
of this colle6lion, were fold to Augufhis, king 
of Poland, and are now at Drelden* It i$ 
the interefl of princes to obtain fugh Collec* 
tions, as they draw ftrangers to vifit them. 

Taflfoni's Buchet is -ftill exhibited, to the 
curious, in a tower of the church; arid we 
were filly enough to pay for feeing it. ' 

We arrived at Bologna, which is but three 
J)ofls from Modena, on the 30th, having^ 
pafTed^^the Ifola Triumvirada in the way. 
We were in time to hear Crefcentini, in the 
opera of Sertiiramis. His engagemejit sit 
Bologna is for thirty-fix nights, for which he 
Is to receive 200 fequins. The whole ex- 
pence of/the opera for that time, at the fmall 
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Ihioufe, is eftimatcd at 5000 crowns. The 
large houfe is only opened for a BufFb opera, 
during the Carnival. Bologna is a nurfery for 
•Soprano lingers. Parinelli, who was a native of 
Naples, retired to its neighbourhood loaded 
with the wealth and honours which rival na- 
tions" had extravagantly poured upon hinv 
I was not Joel CoUyer enotigh to enquire for 
his houfe. A perfon, with whom I was cou- 
ycrfing at the opera concerning Bologna, 
contrived to illuftrate Ibme of its cuftonjs, by 
picking my pocket. From him and other 
intelligent men, I underftood that the city 
'Contains about 90,000 inhabitants : it is go- 
verned by a ienate, confifting, nominally, of 
forty, but by a politic addition of ten to faci- 
litate the influence of the Pope, aftually com- 
pofed of fifty, under the direftion of a Gon-^ 
faloniere as lupreme magiftrate, ' who is 
changed, by eledion, every twp months. 
The Pope's vicegerent exercifes, by intrigue, 
more authority than he is conftitutionally in- 
vcfted with by the ftate. He ii allowed, in- 
deed, to prefide^at the judicature of criminal 
eaufes. The prefent legate has refided there 
jive years^ which is a longer time than the 
• ' / — '. -^ir legates 



legates ufually continue* The Pope derives s 
great advantage firom his government, reihiO:^ 
ed as it is by th« privileges of the flate« 

The ilreets of Bologna are narrow^ and 
4^kcined by arcades : they are wafhed by ^ 
branch of the Reni, which turns the mills 
employed in the manufadure of iilks, damafics» 
^tti(i8, velvetSf ;and taf&ta's of this town« 
The p^ple are^ certainly, diflinguifhed for 
their ingenuity and induftry. They excel 
particularly in. making walnut-^tree work, apd 
artificial flowerSj^ a$ well as the articles abovei*^ 
mentioned. ♦ .; 

The Bolqg|>qfe are no niggards of the 
wealth which ^l;iey procure from trade. 
Their public buildings and churdics are im^ 
merous and .grand ; among the latter that of 
SU Fetronijus, which contains the meridian 
Hne of Cafini} that from June to January 
piarks the point of mid«day, is the largest 
In the cathejira} is the laft work of the ex^« 
ing genius of :^dovica Carwjd* 

I^ Ma^a,di St. Lucat which i3 finely fitu-* 
Ated on an emif^ence without ihe town, is as- 
cended to by a^rand arcade of three miles io 
length, open by pillars to the ibuth ; here is ex^ 
bibitedthe pifturcof the Virgin and Child attri- 
buted 
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butecl to &e EvaftgeHfl/ whdfe ikill in paiint^ 
ing is firft mentioned by ]fiiee|)hdrti8. In ijx 
infcription in a- vault near tibethurch of Sc.^^ 
Mary in the Via h^at iat l^dmk^ where St. 
JPauFs houle is fuppoCtA to fiAte floods a 
pidure of the lAd&d Virgbi is enumerated 
among the work§ £ud to be painted by the 
Evangclift; whedier this feci' the- fame^ or 
nat^ I do not take upon ttie to determiiie : 
one at Rome c<Hitefts wiih it the reputations 
of' having btiag pamted by fb diftinguifhed a 
maAen 

' The eftates of Bologna ar^ equally divided 
between all the childrea} httnee no4Hlity has 
been ibmetimes impoverifliiSd^ but trade, per* 
haps, promoted. The Mobility, however, ftill ^ 
maintain fiifficient {plendor. It were idle to 
trouUe you with an account of individual 
houfes, or of the beautiful produflidus of the 
Bologna ichool of painting which they con* 
tain : they require weeks to be properly fecn. 
The Inflituto muft, however, be noticed : 
among many curious h^fis't^ (tiehce^ which 
its numerous rooms containy we faw the finf 
dolleiftiotV'Of ^(Wonomical inftrunflehts puN 
ohaied ftotn the efiefts <^ Lord Cowper^ and 
the adifiinble wax re^^efentatiens of anirto« 
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ttucal fubj^s, particularly of the parb of thd: 
^4. If ,the whok bqdy were delineated: 
with; , the j&n^e^^ accuracy as -were the parts 
which we faw, -and were generally introduced, 
it might fupexiede the neceflity of exhibit-r 
i^g dea4 bodies in anatomical fchoc^, which 
are always obtatn^d with difficulty^ and viewed, 
with horror or ciU^v^. We were-diipofed to 
make ibme comparifbn in favour of the 
Englifli ladies, vfh^ we bWcrved with what 
j&ng-froid fome Italian women, who accom* 
panied us in the rooms of the inftituto,' exa* 
mined the monfters and nudities expofed to 
view* How offcnfive is it to fee the female 
charadler devoid of dehcacy, that timid and* 
cn^ging charm which flirinks with fenfibility; 
from every objed that might excite a blufh, . 
which is the peculiar grace of Englilh women, 
and the great and fafcinating ornament which 
fecures thofe lading attachments that we form 
ill: our country ! 

The univerfity of Bologna ftill retains feme 
of its ancient repletion, as the chie/ ichook 
qf civil jurifprudence cultivated in conjun£tion 
wi|l\ the elegant parts of literature. The 
njitricula juris may, under proper reftri(9ions, 
always be the fmfvum dornus ; and we are^ 
. . ; pleafcd 

4 
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pleafed that abftrufe fciences (hould be ren- 
dered engaging, as the laws of Lycurgus were 
the more readily adopted becaufe fet to mufic. 
Public ledures are read at this univerfky, by 
the profeflbrs, without any additional pay, fo 
at leaft our condudor told us ; but the cut- 
toins "and difciplihe of every univerfity appear 
admirable in the eloquent defcriptions of thefe 
gentry. • 

The immediate environs of Bologna are 
beautifully diverfified aiid pleafant. Tl^ey 
want only the fpreading fqlnefe of a river tq 
wind between their hills. The fkrcixtis that 
flow throvigh the valley are flxrunk to creep- 
ing rilis, which, with difficulty, make their 
way over rough beds: fuch.are moft of the 
Italian rivers that we have feen: ftony chan* 
nels in the hot weather, and torrents in the 
cold : in the winter conferring no ornament, 
in the fununer fpreading devaflation* — How 
unlike to our rivers which are 

'' Strong without rage^ without o'erflowing full;^ 

and from which 

^* No inundations fpoil 
<* The niower's bopesi nor mock the plowman's toil/' 
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LETTER XXVL 



WE left Bologni on the ^A of Novettibef , 
ind though obliged to take fix horfes to ouf 
chaife> could not^ in this hilly country, get 
farther ti^aii Fcligare^ four pofts from Bologna*^ 
Oh quitting the fertile valley in which 
Bologna ftaniis, we entered on the Aj^n-^ 
nines, and continued to afcend and defcend 
hills but little adorned the whole way : from 
one of them we had a difiant glimpfe of the 
gulph of Anconay Our inn at Feligare had 
an entrance like that bf the cave into which 
Gil Bias was condu<Sled, a Tentree d une longuc 
allee eri pente 6t Ibtrtcrreinc ; like that, it 
afforded much better entertainment than mtc 
at firft expeded, particularly fbme excellent 
Flbrence wine, ihuch iliperidr to what is to 
be obtained at great inn§, where the objeft is 

to 
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to decry, le Vin du Pays, and to fell that of 
cxpeiifive importation. 

On quitting Filicare next morning, we 
had a view of a little volcano in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Douane, where we diftributed 
fome bribes not to have our baggage difturbed 
oh entering Tufeany. The volcano, as it is 
called, appeared to us, at fome diftance, to 
be compofed only of a flame of fmall cir* 
cumference, affording a kind of glow-worm 
light which required the contraft of darknels 
to produce any efFeft. The flame is a baro- 
meter to the neighbourhood : it encreafes on 
the approachof bad weather; and when fierc- 
eft, portends a ftorm. Some years hence this 
volcano may be dangerous to the neighbour- 
hood : it is now an objed only of curiofity. 
Thus, even at the Apennines, begin the vol- 
canic fires of Italy ! 

The next. day we toiled again, for four 
pofts, over Apennines and Alps, fometimes 
affifted by oxen. At Monte Carili we paffed 
ar fmall neglected ' houfe, which is called a 
chateau of the duke : it is not remarkable for 
beauty or pofition. 

Having quitted the mountains, the laft of 
which is adonied with fome fine cyprefs trees, 

X we 
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we got, towards evening, a noble view of 
the vale of Arno: of Florence, Ipreading 
wide its white houfes, fuburbs, and villas, 
through a charming well- varied country, x>{ 
which the hills and the valley* w.re covered 
with dulky-leaved olives and vinSyards. As 
Meggot's was full we took up our abode at 
Vanini*s. 

' Florence well defervefr the praifes which it 
has received. T^ade and the fine arts £bem to 
flourifh there in union. The ftreets and 
quays that border on the Arno are delightful. 
The bridges, particularly the Ponte della 
Trinita, with the ftatues of the feafons, apji 
that with the cycloidical arches by Amma-. 
nati,, a;re very handfbme. The houles have 
a noble appearance;, and the ornaments of 
Iculpture fcattered about the town give it a^ 
claflical air. 

In every part of the city are works and 
buildings ereded for its embellilhment, by the 
Medici family ; and I am not furprized that the 
people were Ibdazzled by the tafte and magni- 
ficence of thefe favourite princes, as to forget 
the defeats of their government. Vet how 
fiiperior is the title which Leopold has on 
their gratitude ! His defigns were certainlj 

:- goodj, 
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^doAy and he executed many noble plan§#- 
The offence which he give to the higher 
ranks is a proof of the general propriety of his 
ffeguktions ; and the prolperity of the inferior 
claffes, excited to induftry and rewarded by 
increafinj trade, is a ftrong preftmaption of 
the wifddm of his meafiires. If he was in- 
quifitive ^nd ftrift in hifi examinations into 
private and domeftic condu£t, it was to coun- 
teraft the prevalency of ruinous and deftruc* 
tive vices^ He abolifhed the protection of 
fenduaries, and with it the ufe of the flilletto, 
for private revenge will ieldom venture on 
mdulgence, when the gratification of it has 
tio exemption from pimifliment. As the people 
appear to be lefs choleric here than in other 
parts of Italy, and as juilice is more readily 
adminiftered, afTaffination, it is hoped, will 
entirely ceafe in the Florentine dominions* 
The people are taught to relpedl the value of 
life, fince the duke, with a fpirit that merits 
univerfal attention, has entirely abolished the 
pim^fhment of death, together with the ab- 
ford cruelties of torture without exception; as 
alfo confifcation of property, ai>d, as much as 
.j>offible> all confequences of punifhment ope- 
rjiting to the injury of the relations of con- 
iietnned perfons^ making confinement and 
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labour for life the higheft punifliment for 
crimes before deemed capital. 

In agreement with what Beccaria has ad* 
Vanced upon this fubjed, it may be obferved, 
that whatever natural or civil right man may 
be fuppofed to pofleis over the Ufe of man, 
muft rcfult.from the confideration of ftri<9: 
neceflity — which neceffity has been fuppofed 
not to exifl in fome cafes where death is de- 
creed even by the laws of our country ; the 
feverity of which hath, therefore, been miti** 
gated in the execution of them. The divine 
laws invefl government with the fword of 
juflice, to be exercifed with the mofl confi- 
derate moderation. In cafes where the wel- 
fare and interefl:s of fociety are not deeply an<i 
eflentially affefted, fo fevere and irremediable 
a punifhment fhould not be inflifted. In 
inferior ofiences every advantage of juflicc, 
and greater benefits of policy, may be obtained 
by perpetual and folitary imprifbnment, or by 
other modes of punifhment, which operate to 
a deprivation of the power of injury and to 
the effect of permanent example. Laws 
which profefs a reverence for Chriflianity, 
fhould be indulgent in affording every oppor- 
tunity for the. reformation of the guilty; and 
confcnt, with rcluftance, to hurry wretches, 

loade4 
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loadefl with unrepented crimes ahd recent 
fiaiD/=i, i:U o tne prefence of their Creator. In 
the c^Cd vt .' i.'.r^ perhaps longer time 
might bej allowed for repentance; Tter th^ 
perpetration of the cr\-i:c, r'.aM .l. aviiiutted in 
our country, Up^xi tbis lubje6t, however, it 
is heft to fpeak with difiidence, iiiice the 
general . regulations of our law are founded 
upon confiderations of the moft comprehen- 
live knowledge and benevolence. 

The grand duke, with the lame wife and 
l^nevolent intentions, reformed the whole 
criminal law, proportioning punilhments to 
crimes upon juft principles, and cofrcdting 
the feverity of the maxims eftablilhed in timeg 
ofv^ppreflion and anarchy. He was well 
aware that good government depends not fo 
much on the feverity as on the due executioa 
of the laws ; and if the magiftrates honefljy 
aft up to the Ipirit of Leopold's decrees, his 
people will be well governed and happy. 

One law, perhaps, of Leopold's benevolent 
code might be objefted to; that, I mean, by 
which he decrees, that whoever Ihall incul- 
cate public maxims contrary to the Catholic 
(Roman Catholic) religion, Ihall be treated 
with the greateft and moft exempl^y rigour, 
.jiiid never receive a lefs punilhment than hard 
-X 3 labour, 
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lalx)ur, either for a time or during life, fitf-* 
cording to the circumftances of the cafe* 
Thisj certainly^ may open a door to pcrfe** 
cution. It prohibits every publication that 
contains opinions unfavourable to the doftrincs 
of the Romifh church^ 

The- charader of Leopold, after all that 
lias been faid upon it, certainly deferves to 
be ranked high in the records of -good 
princes. If he failed when removed to the 
Jmper'idl throne^ to a government involved in 
difficulties, by the precipitate meafures and in- 
judicious conduct of his predeccffor, it fhould 
not leflen our admiration of his virtues, dif- 
played in the fmaller field of his Florentine 
dominions. The country certainly prospers 
tinder the operation of his meafures ; and re^ 
iieved from unneceffary expences, it is reco* 
'li«red from the wafte and depopulated ftate 
which former travellers reprefent it to havo 
appeared in from the efFeft of its burdens* Ha 
aboliftied fuperfluous parade^ civil and military 5 
he gave encouragement to manufactures which 
now flourifla, particularly thofe of wool and 
filk : and he fuffered the poor Jews, the great 
agents of trade, every where elfe opprefled 
and driven to a felfifhand vindictive hatred of 
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Others, to enjoy fbme indulgence. Thi5 
lower ranks, who felt his paternal care, all 
fpeak of 3Leopold with afFeftion. The nobi- 
lity ftfll xegret the departed fplendor of the 
Medici, of that aipiring family, which, 
though boafting of ;an origin from Athens, 
appears to have rilen to the government of 
JP'lorence from a low ftation ; which, though 
they filled the Papal chair four times, and 
formed alliances with the higheft princes of 
Europe, are faid to have derived their imme- 
diate defcent from coal merchants at MugeHo. 
The family was icarce heard of, at Florence, 
till the 14th century^ when fbme of tlicm, 
who profefTed phyfic and iurgery, gave the 
hume of their prbfeflion to their defcendants, 
aivd left for their arms the infignia of a fliop, 
with^eight or nine cupping iiiftrumcnts, or, 
as fome fiippofe, nrfedicinal pills. 

One muft not be at Florence and omit to 
ipeak of the gallery. The firft entrance to it 
opens the perfpe£live of a corridore, length- 
ened to the fight by its narrowneis, and lined 
on each fide with pidures, ftatues, and bufts. 
A walk through rows of emperors,, and em- 
prefles, eonduds one to its tribunes and de- 
X 4 tached 



( 3^2 ) 

tached rooms, every one of which contains 
beautiful aad interefting works of antiquity. 

Here we may endeavour to afcertain the 
comparative efFefts of fculpture and painting. 
Of the works of the ancients we have only 
thofe, indeed, in the former department ; but 
Titian's Venus muft be equal to any pidures 
that were produced by the contemporaries of 
the Grecian fculptors. In fculpture we 
have the fubftantial reprefentation of fblid 
and palpable body : we admire the roundnefe 
of the hmbs, the polifhed elegance and fliacjes 
of the whole frame ; we want, however, the 
tints of complexion, ♦the natural colpuring 
and mingled varieties of the flefli. The ftajtue 
appears to tread with living and real cxiftencc^ 
and elpecially when viewed in the duik or by 
the deceptive light of the taper : it then 
almoft deceives us. The pidlure invites 
the imagination, not to credit the real 
animation of its objedls, but to range in the 
fiftions of fancy ^nd in the tombs of memory, 
though .^Elian Ipeaks of the painted reprefen* 
tation of an armed warrior, by Theon, which, 
when exhibited with every contrivance for ef- 
fe£l, appeared to ruih forward to Ipattle with the 
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l5)irit of reality *. Certain it is^ with refped 
to my fenfations, that while the Veniia 
de Medicis^ abfolutely fhiinks from my em- 
brace, the Venus of Titian only tamely excited 
my admiiration. SmoUet thought that there 
was no beauty in the features of this incom- 
parable ftatue, and that the attitude was ^mk^ 
ward. He chofe alfo to affert, that the Ma* 
donna della Sedia, at the Pitti palace^ il 
deficient in dignity of fentiment, and hiSi the 
expreffion of a peafant. The Mother of 
Chrift fliould be defbribed, doubtlefi, with t. 
countenance of diffident fweetnefs, ennobleA 
by elevated fentiments of confcious dignity^ 
from the fenle of having given birth to the 
Saviour of mankind ; and Raphael has not 
failed to infpilx: his work with fuch exprclSbn, 
though he has p'referved the fimplicity which 
bebngs to the charade;^ of Mary. There is 
always, perhaps, fomewhat of afFcdlation or 
fancy in fuch criticifm. When the world h 
agreed, the individual who differs may be 
fufpedted of caprice or want of knowledge* 
The generality of men, who do ncft fludy the 
true expreffion of nature, cannot judge of the 
iidelity with which the paffions are reprefent- 
cd. Hence fuch various opinions concerning 

• VElian; Var. Iflft. 1. %. c. 44- 
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iLtic famous buft of Alexander in this gallery 
of Florence ; pretended connoifleurs having 
differed in their judgment, whether he b« 
reprefented as fainting under exceffive pain, 
or fighing for new worlds to conquer. Yet 
fiircly the expreffion of Death muft have a 
d^)liii<fl charafter from that of ambition, 
tbdiigliif)ining under fruitlefs defires. 
^iTtebcft works that we pofleTs in ftatuary 
aitfj l^e" ^figures of heatheji perfonages, of - 
heroes and' Pagan deities: .they exhibit the 
ctcpreffiou-of ftrong paflions, the difplay of 
Afchick it is. probably of little moral ufe to ad^ 
ipire;^ but the mx)ft fublime piftures which 
wc/poffels, are the reprefentatives of the: 
higher 'characters of our religion — they 
exhibit the milder affeftions and the indica- 
tkm.of Cfariftian virtues. Statuary therefore 
iBBjc,! perhaps, contribute lels to the improve* 
ment- of* the mind than painting, which has 
often excited devotion and pious fentimentg. 
The ^heathen fculpture was generally filthy 
and. -abominable; for though it be allowed 
that the Venus de Medicis is but. the dilplay 
of female charms, and that fhe rather en- 
chants us by the modefl and retiring decency ' 
of her manner, than awakens any unchafle 
fentjments, yet the fawns and fatyrs, and 
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imperfbnated objeds of lewdnefs, prejudice 
morality by lliggefting ludicrous ideas to 
mingle with' our difguft. The hermaphrodite 
k fculptured with iiich elegance as cannot but 
arreft attention to a fiibjed: little beneficial to 
delicacy ; and I know of no moral effeft to be 
derived from contemplating Zephyr's, Leda's 
and Cupid's; drunken gods, gladiators and 
heroes. 

Modern ftatuary, like modern painting, has 
generally chofen better fubjefts. It is to be 
regretted, however, that the faints of modem 
^ Italy, elpecially the females, and even thofe 
expofed in the churches, are formed to pro- 
duce any impreflions rather than thofe of 
Ipiritual devotion. Like the goddefs of 
liberty mentioned by Cicero, they are copied 
from the miftreffes of the painters, or more 
frequently from the unhappy females procured 
by public patronage ; fo fatally has the ad- 
vancement of the fine arts been connefted 
with the progrefs of corruption. It is cer- 
tainly prejudicial, in every point of view, to 
give the fandion of high authority to what 
may contribute to deprave the mind ; and it 
may be difputed whether any improvement, 
^ven of the arts themfclves, be efFedted by the 
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allowed indulgence. The Grecian laws per- 
mitted the expolure of female beauty, while 
the raafculine form was fufficiently ftudied ii4 
the exhibition of gymnaftic exeroifes ;• but by 
^ Chriftian government fuch indecency ihould 
not be openly tolerated. The- ftudents at 
Florence are encouraged to animate their 
genius by the undifguifed dilplay of living 
charms* Yet, if we may judge from the. 
works of the academy iriftituted by the grand 
duke, the arts have derived little advantage 
from the encouragement: fculptors and 
paanters might, at leaft, be left to find out 
their own objedsj and fliould not be fuffered 
to receive them from a public pandan 

Among the portraits of the painters, of the 
three laft centuries, which are collefted in the 
gallery, we ^id not find the number of the 
Florentines proportioned to the opportunities 
of' ftudy which they have enjoyed : and we 
difcover but few natives of the place among 
(he artifts who frequent the gallery as copyifts. 
The truth is, that the proiperity of the arts muft 
be temporary and accidentaL The advance- 
ment of one good artift,under public patronage, 
might awaken emulation and call forth the 
f jcertion of genius iii othtrs. Art;s fiourifli iix 
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company. Cofino de Medici patronized at 
the fame time Michael Angelo^ Leonardi di 
Vinci, Donatello and Benvenuto Cellini, an4 
others, with a liberality which merited thft 
panegyricks that were daily produced, iu all 
languages, in his praife ; and which will ex- 
cufe the occafional parfimony or neglei9;, of 
which Benvenuto complains, ariljgg, probably 
in part from offence taken againft that extras 
ordinary man, heightened by the contrivances 
of rivals. 

The Perfeus of Benvenuto Cellini is ftiU ia 
the great piazza, near the window through 
which the duke looked with hia favourite 
Sforza when it was firft iet up, and lifiened to 
the remarks and encomiums of the people, who 
fliouted, in applaufe of the work which Sforza 
'Cellini defcribes himfelf to have produced by 
a Idnd of miracle. It feems to have fiiffered 
byexpofore to the air; but ftill excites our- 
admiration though amongft works of Michael 
Angelo and Bandinelli. 

Among the proofs of the genius of Michael 
Angelo, at Florence, we were particularly 
pleafed with the anti-chamber and ftair-cafe 
to the library of St. Lorenzo, from a delign 
of that great artift: they are uncommonly 

elegant. 
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elegant. The library itfelf is well contrived, 
and cotltains, as appears from the catalogue 
made by the prefent librarian, a very valuable 
coUeftion of books : we were fhewn, by"^ 
him, the Pandefts of Juftinian, in two 
large volumes, written very fairly on parch- 
ment, and in the fame ftate as they were 
brought fro?a Amalphi. 

We faw there alfo a Latin Bibl6j ptitited 
by Fauft in 1462, which is, probably, a copy 
of the third edition printed of the bible* 
We examined a manufcript of the Vulgate, 
feid to be of the 7th century, which appears 
to want the two books of Efdras, and does 
not contain the controverted text of St. John. 
The library abounds in Greek manufcripts, 
collated, in great ^art, by Clement IL The 
librarian has collated (bme manulcripts of 
the Septuagint, for Mr. Holmes of Oxford, in 
torder to affift him in his great work, of a 
collation of the Greek manufcripts, as Ken- 
nicott collated the Hebrew. 

The fine copy of the Virgil in this country, 
which is fuppofed to be of the 5th century, 
does not contain the Culex, or the Ciris, or 
the four lines commonly prefixed tothe j^neid, 

" Ille ego qui quondam, &c." 

Jt 
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It contains twenty-two a<JditIonaI Verier in 
tha ad book of the ^Eneid, juftly flifpefted. 

We noticed a manulcript of Orofius, and ^ 
bull of the council of Florerict, written in 
Greek and Latin, and iffued in 1439* 

We obferved here a man painting in imi? 
tation of old illuminated manufcripts, an art 
which the duke wiihes to revive. It will 
require, probably, many efforts before he will 
produce any Specimen to rival the elaborate 
works of the middle ages, when fccluded 
kifure and circumfcribed genius renewed its 
daily labours in the mtonaftery, and em- 
ployed all its attention on an art, whic^ 
though little to be admired for tafte or 
freedom of deiign, exhibits great richnefs of 
colouring and great neatnefs of execution. 

The churches here, which amount to near 
150, befides the chapels of 87 convents, con- 
tain fome fine works by thebeft matters, and, 
in general, they are beawtifuKy adorned with 
marble^ drawn partly from Ibme fine quarries 
which are found in the neighbourhood, 

. The duorno, or cathedral before-mentioned, 

of which yoir have, doubtlefs, {etn many de- 

fcriptions, has a magnificent exterior of vari- • 

Qufly-coloured marbles emblematically repre- 

, , icntative 
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fentative of the fplendid outfide of the Romifh 
feith; while the coarfe and negledled interior 
£iggefts the idea of correfpondence not fb fa- 
Vourable to the infide of the thing to which 
k is compared. The tower, as it often hap- 
pens in Italy, is fet apart from the reft of the 
building. The gates of the Baptiftery which 
are of bronze, fculptured with parts of facred 
hiftory from the New Teftament, are faid to 
have been praifed by Michael Angelo as fit to 
be the gates of heaven, a compliment which 
Francis the firft had before applied to fome 
gates that Benvenuto Cellini made for Fon- 
tainbleau. 

In the cloifter belonging to the beautiftil 
church of, the annunciation, is the celebrated 
frefco of la Madonna del Sacco, by Andrea del 
Sarti, who was buried in the church. It is to 
be lamented that the work will expire with a 
fate accelerated by its expofure to the air. 
The chapel of St. Lorenzo, beautiftilly deco- 
rated as it is with Sicilian jafper and curioufly 
inlaid and variegated marbles, ftill remains 
an unfinifhed monument of the Mediceaii 
fomily. The family, as Addifbn apprehended^ 
is extindl in its chief line; and the 
maufoleum is not completed; feven dukes 

have 
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have been Iburied in it. The fchemes of the 
Medici were grand an3 impofing^ Super- 
fluous wealth may Wifely be experided ki, 
the fumptuoiisf adorning of cities r but the 
funds of oftentatioft fhould never be fbpplied 
from the hard labours of the poor, in thank- 
hCs difregard of the rewards of induftry. Th* 
revenues, under the laft of the Medici family^ 
amounted, by fevere taxation, to 5c^o,oool. 
with which was maintainied an army of 
40,000 infantry and 300*0 horfc; a navy of 
twelve galleys, two galleafles ainl twehty^ftips 
of war. What fums were expended by hktt 
and his predeceffors in ptronagc I kho\<^ nbl.- 
The trade and prosperity of the country de-' 
clined ; but the arts and fciences lio where 
flourifhcd mofe than at Florence ; wifnefs, be- 
fides the names before-mentioned, thofe of 
Michael Angelo, Galilaeo, Dante, Petrarch, 
Boccacio, Ouicciardin, MachiV^l, Misgliabechi^ 
Brunellefchi, Aiberti, &c. aU rf whom were 
born or encouraged at Floretioe* The tombs 
of Galilasoafid of Michael Angelo are to be fctn 
in the ehurch* of Santa Crbce^ as is that c^ 
l^nindl^ki in the ditorno or church of S. 
Maria del Fiorc, on which this architect boldly 
tailed the firft cupola, or dome^ that a|^earcd 
y in 
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in Europe; which fuggefted the idea. of th?it 
at St. Peter *s to Michael Angelo, who con-' 
feffed that he could not excel ^, though his 
original genius would not deign to imitate 
the work. 

Brunellefchi was, undoubtedly, a great ar- 
chitect : he did not live to fee this chief work 
completed, and to triumph fully over tha 
oppofition which he had experienced in it. 
He aflifted in the building of the church of 
St. Lorence, the Satriftie, the church of the 
Auguftins, and other edifices, in which he 
difplayed the proofs of that tafte, of which he 
firft formed the principles from the beautiful 
churches^of St. John the Baptift and S. ApoC* 
tolo, at Florence. 

The prtfent generation of Florentines is 
not diftingui(hed by the number of its philo- 
ibphers, poets, or artifts. The people have 
the reputation of being friendly and benevo- 
lent^ and, perhaps,, they are kfs corrupt than 
in other parts of It^ly. Dante thought it to 
be.equal to any city in the world. .He? looked 
on it with afFe<9tion as the place of his nativity.^ 
It is certainly, however, a delightful city, and 

* " Come te non voglio: meglio dite nori poflb," faid 

ftrangers 
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ilrangers whg fettle in Italy, will, perhaps, do 
well to prefer it to any place. . Its fituation in 
the vale of Arno, and oh the banks 6T the river, 
is extremely beautiful. The furrounding 
hills are chanhihg. It is impoflible to live at 
l^ome or Naples during the fummer nionths, 
while the air of Florence is refrefhed by tem- 
perate breezes from the mountains and the 
lea even in the hotteft feafon. In the winter 
it is foindwhat cold, being expofed to the 
Tramontane winds, particularly lince the 
Appenines have been ftripped of their firs. 
Provifions arid fruit are abundant and cheap,' 
and the contiguity of the fea affords opportu- 
nity of receiving from or fending to England 
whatever ttiay be neceflary, as alio a facility of 
repairing to 'the coafl for health or pleaflire. 
Its being the refidence of an ambaflador faci- 
litates introdudtion to fociety; and the Caflino 
is opened, without difficulty, to flrangers, 
who may afTociate with the nobility of both 
iexes that aflemble here for cards and conver- 
fation, and occafionally for dinner parties. 

The ftylc of vifiting is not coflly: Very f6W 

entertammeiits 4re given at private houfes, 

except thole at which the whole expence may 

be lemonade and ice, and fometim^s tea. The 

lr a chief 
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chief intcrcourfe is in morning *vififs, or at' 
public places. The dinner is felfiih and neg- 
ligent all over Italy. At Florence the womeA 
appear every evening at the opera or the 
theatre, where they have annual boxes : two 
of them are feldom feen together'.' A lady^ 
attended by a cavaliere fervente, or fometimes 
by two, of this fpecies of animal, (the fecond 
being a kind of inferior deputy cecifbeo) is vi- 
lited by other gentlemen, and fometimes by 
ibme of the chief performers in her box. He 
tvho aipires to the honour of beiug inlifted in^ 
the fervice of a lady, may undergo the pleaf- 
ing duty of attending her eveiy morning at 
her converzationc, and of efcortirig her, in a 
carriage, or on hoyfeback, in the woods and 
walks that border on the Arno. Attended by 
thefe guardians of their virtue, the women 
vifit every place or perfou to whom whim may 
lead them, and call on finglc men at lodgings 
or hotels without fcruple. I have feen fbme 
of the handfomeft vifiting favoured^ Englifli- 
men at Vanini*s. — ^The fubjeft is ftale, but it 
may be worth while to remarjc,. that thefe 
cavaliere ferventes, of whom fb much has 
been faid, originate, in the firftinflance,' from, 
tb^t overflraiaed ridicule which hath been 

thrown 
6 
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thrown on joaloufy, and were efpecially coun- 
tenanced at Florence during the corruption of 
ftianners, which was produced by the plague 
there in the i4th century, of which, by the 
bye, Boccacio defcribes the moral and phyfical 
efFcrfts with almoft as much animation asThu- 
cydides did thofe of the plague at Athens. They 
were, probably, at firft dependent relations, 
and the tie of connexion is now as frequently 
• intereft as love. Be the obje£t what it may, 
the cuftom which tolerates the public difplay 
of real or apparent infidelity is to be lamented 
as among the ftrongeft features of depravity* 
Every woman almoft in Italy is openly neg- 
leded by the man who has fblenuily plighted 
his vowB to her, and attended by thofe who 
are privileged to poffefs the opportunities of 
ledudion. 

It. is little confblation to confider, that if 
no women can boaft of an unfuUied reputa- 
tion at Florence, few are degraded by public 
cenlures, to open profligacy, — that the exte- 
rior, of decency is preferved, and that though 
the vital chaftity of women is deftroyed, the 
,veil of referve is aflumed in public. It is of 
Jittle benefit to fociety that youth is not pil- 
Jaged by art^il covn:tf zans, if the whole order 
¥3 of 
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of domeftic life is fubvcrtcd, progeny confuft 
cd, and conjugal affection difregarded. 

The Florentine nobles live in magnificent 
houfes, but they ftill fell wmc by the bottle : 
fome of them have a better education than the 
nobility of Italy in general receive; and in 
their manfions we fee the indications pf lite- 
rature and tafte. At the Ranqncini galace we 
were fhewn a very fine and fpirited drawing, 
on a facred fubjed^, by Mcngs, the Raphael of 
modern times, which was executed by that 
painter under the cpnyidion of approaching 
death, when his expiring genius roufed itfelf 
to execute a laft monument to his fame. It 
was befpoken for the king of Spain, but the 
Ranunculi family withhold it as the repayment 
of a debt which it liberally fiiflfercd Mengs to 
incur. At the Riccardi palace alfb we had a 
a fine library to admire, rich in nianufcripts, 
and books printed in the 1 5th century, as wejl 
as a faloon with a cieling painted by Luca 
Gordano; and in other palaces mlny and 
beautiful pi6lures. Our ambaflador is not at 
Florence at prefent ; he is at Pifa with the 
court : we were happy, however, to fee our 
prince Ai^ftus, who fpent two days at 
Florence* He travels in the ftyle of private 

Englifli^ 
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Englilhmen. He dined at the' pope's' nan-^ 
cio*s, attended only by two fervants. We 
have a good fbciety among a few Engliftimen 
and Ibmc few Florentines, from whom we 
receive much attention and kindne(s. Wc 
have Anfani at the opera, and were, a few 
evenings fince, at his benefit; when, to 
heighten our entertainment, Ibme pigeons 
were let fly about the houfe, and tinfel was 
poured down in a golden fhower: Pioggi 
d*Oro with complimentary vcrfcs. 

We have here alfo a fpecies of amufement 
fimilar but inferior to that of our Sadler's 
Wells. A man defcended a few evenings 
fuice, at one of the theatres, by a rope, on 
which he refted by a board fixed to his breaft, 
from the cieling to the ftage, with great ap- 
plaufe. 

We have (pent one evening at the cele- 
brated Gorilla's, where Nardini and others 
were prefent. She is now grown very old, 
and has loft, in ibme degree, thofe powers 
which obtained her a public crown of honour 
at Rome. As (he is in great affliftion for the 
Ipi^^f a. friend, her mind, ihe told me, is na* 
turally bent on forrowful themes. At our 
defire Ihe recited two Ibnnets with great 
^irit; one on the death of Mengs the painter, 
T 4 the 
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4he Qtbcjr to the ijacjmory of the cmprcS; 

The Italians hav^ npt loft the vt of utter-» 
ing unpremeditated yerfes. We were waited 
on by one immediately on oujr afrival 9% 
Milan, who addr^ff^d W with TOUcU flv»cftCf 
ign pur arrivjilt 



tRTTKll 



< 3^9 ) 



LETTER XXVII. 
ji ?i"ni t II ■ jy "■■' ' I .... ^^ . 

Sienna^ Nov. 27, ' 

THE day on whicfe^ with regret, we left 
Florence, we travelled; three pofts, by Prate, 
through a flat^country of vineyards to Piftoia, 
rdull deferted town, containing little to arreft 
the hafty traveller but ibme piftures, in an 
old flyle, in one of the churches. From 
(hence we proceeded, three pofts and an half, 
through a country weli-planted with vine- 
yards and {eparated into fn^all enclofures, 
which fuggcfted the idea of individual pro* 
perty, by Burgo Buggiano to Lucca. 

Lucca is the metropolis of a ftnall republic, 
containing about 120,000 p^c^le, in a diftrid 
of, perhape, thirty tpiles in circufnference. 
The town has no very chearful appearapcc, 
^r the hou&s are all lofty and ihut^ up with 
crated windpiiMs, and the ftreets are ibmewhat 
fiarrow ; k.is enixvened, however, by tht 
liufy adiytty of the people^ who are ftill a$ 
^j^tuiguiibed for induiUy as they wore in the 
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time of Strabo. The foil of the country is 
remarkably fertile and well repays the labour 
of the tenants. It formerly furnifhe'd fupplics 
to the Roman armies. ,Its olives, and other 
produdions, now afford a re'^enue of 400,000 
crowns. The government is ariftocratical ; 
the people are amufed with the name of 
liberty, and probably have as much of it as is 
neceflary to their happiriefi. An admini&ra- 
tion of equal and impartial laws is morciiri- 
portant to the welfare of communities tHan 
any very general circulation of power. Official 
departments open indifcriminately to every rank 
muft ever excite intrigues and ambitious con^ 
tefts, fubverfive of order and general induftry; 
and produdlive of faftions and internal difcord. 
The fupreme power is vefted in the fenate, 
which confifts of an hundred or an hundred 
and twenty of the higher order of the ftatc^ 
who have the whole legiflative and executive 
power : this, ' however, they do not feem to 
have abufcd, though fome of the Italian prin- 
ciples of government prevail* The people 
are contented and well-attached to their con*- 
ftitution, in defence of which they Jiave often 
fought with a, yerj^ animated^ilpirit, They 
^appear to have Qei^hei: the ide^c nor the 
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power to trouble other ftates, and are pro- 
tected themfclves in fecurity under the wings 
of the emperor,' who, it is to be hoped, has 
iufficient pofleflions to fatisfy him without 
intermeddling with the afiairs of a Iktle ftate, 
^vhich has maintained its independence 
through many ages., 

Lucca lays claim, indeed, to an antiquity 
little (hort of that of Rome, though, accord- 
ing to fbme accounts, it was peopled by a 
Roman colony. It was efteemed the chief 
town in Gifalpine Gau^ Here Titus Sem- 
pronius retired after a three days engagement 
with Hannibal ; and here Caefar, Pompey and 
Crafius divided among themfelves the terri- 
tories of the Roman worli When they met 
for the divifion, Caefar' was attended by the 
magiftratcis and nobles of Rome, and two 
hundred degraded fenators were often feen 
waiting before his doors at the fame time*. 
It fufFered in the common devaflation which 
ravaged Italy in later tinies ; but having re- 
covered its independance, it flood, in 564, a 
fevere fiege againfl Narfetes, the viflorious 
general of Juflinian, who praiftifed an extra- 
j^fiinary contrivance to make its defenders 

f Alcffi Guerra (3ivil Rom. L. 2^ 
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yield. Haying ercfted a lofty; ftage 4>efbre 
the walls, he pretended, in a , fcemcal repre- 
fentation, to cut off the heads of 4x>mo noble 
youths of the city whom he had receiyed -^p^ 
hoftages. As the inhabitants were flill not 
terrified into a capitulation, he offeredf if 
they would lurrender the town, to jib* 
ilore their fellow-citizens; they, conceiving 
it impoiCble that he could reftore thole ^hom 
they believed to :be dead, agreed to the 
terms; but when the youths were j)roduced, 
ftill refufed to give up the city* The 
hoftages were Ipared by the clemency of: Nof- 
ietes, who, in about ieven months, obliged 
the city to capitulate. It was allowed to re- 
tain many privileges; and in the dark agos 
which fucceeded, it was governed by its owp 
dukes, its counts, and its marquiiles, who 
were fometimes called dukes of Tuicany ; 
Lucca having been declared the metropolis of 
Tufcany by Albomo, king of the Lombards, ' 
who took poffeffion of Italy in 570, and di- 
vided it into provinces. 

After many viciffitudes during the difputes 
between the Guelphs and Gibelines, in which 
\t had fided with the former, it was obliged 
to unite with the latt^ in 1263 ; byt having 
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recovered its liberties, it receivecl'a gafrilbn 
from Manfred, who being cxcornmiiracited 
and killed by Cliarles of Anjou, Lucca wzi 
received under 'the proteftioii of the vi6J:or, 
with an acknowledgment of its rights and 
privileges ; and, in 128S, it pafled under the 
proteftidn of tke erilpcfbr Rodolph, of the 
houfe of Auftrla. In fubfequent troubles it 
isris itiuch harafled byfaftionS, and weakened 
fcj difleiifioii, aftd fufifeted rafious revolutions 
in its ftruggles for freedom. It was lb fre- 
quently expqfed to attack, that it was fortified 
as ftrohgly as poflible with towers, thick as the 
trees of the fbreft*, rfid/l of which are now 
doftroyfed, .and the tovsjh is fortified by charte;*? 
and treaties, the bulwark^ of modem timei ; 
butwaf^sVhicii |ail, indeed, unfefii fupported( 
by the courage bf^^e people. 
. Some veftige3 of the Splendor of Lucca, in 
foriii^f ages, are flill to be feen. An ofliiari- 
um andaciherariuriiAyere difcoveredin 1692, 
by which' it appeared, that the pdbpife Were, 
formerly, buried ^nd tumt within the walls 
of ' the "^town, cdfitrary. to a lav? of the: 

- * An dii writtr rbptefents Lucca torrcggmr ,a guift 
(i'uo Bofcheuo« 

./ twelve 
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twelve tables*,, which the hwlependcnt fpirifc 
of thcf. people difregarded, as well as tp all 
^utary , regulations. The remains of its 
magnificent amphitheatre, into which whole 
forefts and oceans were occafionally intiroducgd, 
a^id which was alternately filled with the 
beafts.of Afia and Africa, and with the fleets 
and monfters of the deep, are now converted 
into the wallsr of a prifon ftill to reverberate 
with the .founds of vguilt and misery. The 
materials of this amphitheatre have been cm-r 
plojed ill the eredlion; of churqhes, in honour 
of that religion which fupprefled the barba- 
rous {peftacles therein exhiWted. 

Lucca is faid. to have been converted to 
Chriftianity by St. JPaoIino, a jdifciple of St. 
P^ter, of whom many miraculous ftorics are 
related, and who is fuppofed to watch, with 
the afFeftion of a patron, over the interefls 
and fecurit;^ of the city, where he is reverenced 
as on? of the feventy difciples, and the firft 
m^tyr of Tufcany. The doftrines and prin- 
ciples pf the Romifli church took deep root 
at LuQca. The hiftorians of the city , are 
anxious to vindicate the pretenfions of St. 
Antony, a prieft of -Lucca, to the hoiipur of 

* III Urbc nc urito neve fcpelito. 

havinjf 
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having firft inftituted the eremetic life in Ital)^ 
in the fourth century, by retiring hjimfelf to 
mount Pifeno, now called San Pantaleone in 
the territory of Lucca. St. Antony was a. 
native of Egypt, and is generally reprefented 
to have retired to feclufion in the deferts of 
Thebais. It is probable that an apprehenfion 
of iiiiFering from the perfecutions to which 
the primitive church was expoled, and a de- 
fire of raifing the foul by abftraft {peculations 
in imitation of the difciples of Dionyfius the 
Areopagite, feduced individuals to folitude 
before the time of St. Antony. He, how- 
ever, perhaps both in Egypt and Italy, firft 
eftablifhqd monaftic life as a religious inftitu* 
tion, and prefcribed regulations for its direc- 
tion ; and his example and precepts produced 
very general imitation and efFedls. In the 
tenth century the city of Liicca alone con- 
tained fifty monafteries. 

When the reformation, however, began to 
dawn, fome of its rays gilded the fpires of 
Lucca, where a greater freedom of opinion 
was permitted than in the arbitrary ftates of 
Italy : here, indeed, the famous Diodati was 
born m 1579. ^® ^^^ *^^ ^^^ perfon in 
Italy who publifhed an Italian tranflation of 

the 



ffie fcriptiire?, which appeared at Geneva irr 
1607, ahd afterwards in a better edition hi 
164,1. It is a loofe tranflation with notes. 
The liberty of difcuffion alldwed in free towfis 
is favourable to the advancement of the Re- 
formed faith. Diodati publifhed his tranfla- 
tioii with the proper diftin£tion between the 
infpired and the apocryphal books, afceftain- 
iiig thofe that were canonical, and placing 
thofe confidered as apocryphal after the 
books of the New Teftament, where, indeed, 
they fhould be placed ; or, perhaps, they 
fiiould be always publlflied (eparately, as thcf 
facred code ought to be preferved from 
any intermixture with human" compofitions 
however excellent. The Romifli church 
has ever oppofed the introduction of tranfla- 
tions in the vulgar tongue ; and when they 
(tidll be generally read, the corruptions of that 
church muft be reformed. 

It is impoffible now, indeed, to prohibit 
entirely the ufe of tranflations. The priefts, 
however, endeavour to recommend fcleft 
portions, and qualify what they deal out with 
cautious reftriftion. Part of an authorifed 
tranflation, has lately appeared from the French 
^0ifion of the^ Vulgate with that text annexed,: 

aai. 
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aiid a Commentary with a literal and Ipiritual 
Explication, drawn from the Fathers and Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftorians, by D. Luigi Ifaac Ic 
maiftre de Sacy : a large work fo encumbered 
with directions and notes, to fecure the doc- 
trines of the Romifh church, that it will be 
of little general ufe ; for when completed it 
will confift of twenty-five volumes in quarto ^ 
which are to be fold at about 5s. 6d. per 
volume, fo that the whole work will coft near 
leven pounds; and thus are the records of in- 
Ipiration, the gofpel and its dodtrines opened 
to the poor! The people of Lucca are not 
roufed from the dominion of the Romifh 
church; they ftill creduloufly believe its 
doftrines and idolatroufly worfhip its faints. 

Among the images is that of the famous cru- 
cifixion known by the name of il Volto Santo, 
which is believed to be the fculpture of Ni- 
codemus, the maftef of Ifracl^ who acknow- 
ledged our Lord andhonoured his body at his 
burial, and whd^ in the execution of this 
work was, it feems, affifted by a divine power. 
Tfce reputation, of fo -diftinguifhed an origin, 
and the report of its trahj^rtation to Italy, 
with praetematural circumftances aboard a 
:Vf i&l divinely guided^ eftablilhed its credit fa 
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much, that altars and churches were ere^ed 
to the Volto Santo beyond the boundaries of 
Italy, and William the lid, of England, rati- 
fied an oath " per vultum de Lucca/* It is 
ftamped on the coin of the republic, which 
preferves it high in public eftimation, and 
marvellous tales are ftill told of its hiftory and 
powers. 

Somewhat of the ftrift fpirit of republican 
equality prevails at Lucca. No titles arc 
born by the higher ranks, except in the cafe 
oif a few individuals who have foreigti diftinc- 
^ions. Sumptuary laws are obferved even by 
the women, who wear black the whole year, 
except during the Carnival, when they change 
their' colours every day. 

A ride of two pofts, from Lucca, brought 
us through a low wet country to Pift, which 
is a remarkably fine ftately city. The* quays 
are broad and handfome, ^nd the Arno* dilat- 
ing towards its mouth has a nobler expanfe 
here than at Florence. The ftreets built Oiv 
each fide of the river have a grand appear- 
ance. Florence and Paris derivfe their orna- 
ment froiti buildings circirmftanced in a fimi- 
lar manner. Wreh defi^ned that London 
fliould have taken the fidrifriawlvantagc <)f*its 
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river, and if his plan had been adopted wc 
ihould have heard but little of the views from 
the pont-neuf, or of the perlpeftive of the 
canals in the Dutch towns. The two fides 
of Pifa are coimedted by three bridges, one of 
which is very handfome. The Arno, how- 
ever, is but (hallow, and navigable even in 
the winter only by finall veflels, which are 
towed by boys, who run along a wall which 
forms part of the embankment of the river. 
The town has loft much of its ancient popu- 
lation and importance; and inftead of the 
150,000 inhabitants of which it once boafted, 
among which were one hundred citizens, 
ealch of which fitted out a galley, at his own 
expence, and maintained it during a war, it 
does not now contain above 20,000. So do 
cities fludluate and decline! The court, 
however, often refides here, particularly dur- 
ing the winter, as the air is nailder than ab 
Florence. 

The Pifa guide, if you can procure it, will 
give you an anaple account of the botanical 
garden and the obfervatory, of a cathedral 
with pillars from the temple of Ephefus, and 
gates, lome from Jerufalem, fome elaborated 
by John of Bologiia; of a baptiftery, remark- 
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able for its font and pulpit, and of a leaning 
tower, of which it is not yet determined, 
whether the inclined pofition be defigned or 
accidental. It will tell you of curious cuf- 
toms, of fham battles on the bridge, of 
annual ceremonfes, and many other things 
which I have as little inclination to copy 
as probably you would have to read. It 
may be worth while, however, to notice the 
campo ianto, a caemetery of very peculiar de- 
icription : it is built upon the reputed dimen-r 
fions of the ark, being 550 palms in length 
and 160 in breadth. The earth in its enclo- 
sure is faid to have been brought from PaleA 
tine, and to have the power of pulverifing 
bodies, depoiited in it, in the fpace of twenty- 
four hours^i The walls are painted in frefco 
with faiitaftic and extravagant reprefentations 
of Death, in different forms, and of angels 
employed in the pious^ofEce of taking fouls out 
of the mouths of juft perlbns, or of contefting 
with devils for friars and godly perlbns, with 
other luch edifying conceits; but the moft 
important objeds of oblervation in it, are two 
old irifcriptions which illuftrate the cuftoms 
of antiquity. They defcribe the honours 
voted by the Pifap colony to ^Lucius, and 
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Caius Caefar, the fons of Auguftus, To 
Lucius is decreed a black ox and a black 
£heep, adorned with blue fillets : it is direded 
that the lacrifices ihould be burnt, and that urns 
of milk, honej and oil fhould be poured upon 
them. Caius, who died of wounds fuftained 
for the republic, is to be lamented by a gene- 
ral mourning, with a fufpenfion of all bufinefs 
and amufement ; and the 21ft of February is 
noted as an inaufpicious day, in which no 
lacrifices, fupplications and elpoufals can be 
made, and no games, but thofe of funeral 
rites, can be celebrated. In this caemetery is 
a monument, recently let up, in honour of 
Algarotti. 

The country between Pifa and Leghorn, 
but two pofts diftant from each other, is 
well wooded. The marfhes have been 
draiixed by the liberal exertions of the 
marquis Generi. We took up our abode at 
the hotel of Mr. Curry, a civil Irifliman : it 
commands a fine view of the fea, the port, and 
the ifland of Gorgona where the anchovies 
are taken. 

Leghorn is a much fmaller town than I 

cxpeded tq fee. The appearance of trade i$ 

not great. Englifli goods, ufeful and orna- 
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mental of every kind, are expofed in the 
fhops, fbme of which are very handfome, in 
the ftyle of thofe in London, and contain a 
great variety of articles. The ftreets and 
cbfFee-houfes arc crouded with people of all 
nations, with Jews and Turks, and all the 
throng of the mercantile tribe, whofe daily 
buzz foon wearies the ftranger that loiters but 
for obfervation and amufement. 

It is curious, however, to mark the efFe6ls 
of commerce, which affimilates different 
tempers and unites oppofite- interefts in the 
interchange of civilities. The regulations 
and arrangements of commercial towns alfb 
muft always merit attention; it is inte- 
refting to fee order eftablifhed amidft apparent 
confulion, and regulations obferved which 
people of different languages and various cha- 
rafters agree to refped. The poft, the 
cuftom-houfes, and particularly the lazaretto 
where quarantine is performed with fecurity 
to the town and convenience to the indivi- 
dual, are well appointed and direfted. It is a 
pleafing and no uncommon circumftance for 
perfons, elger for the fbciety of their relations, 
to enter the lazaretto and live in temporary 
feclufion, and at the rifk of fuffering, from 
infe<3iori, with the objefts of their regard. The 
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impatient afFeftions and tendernefs of the female 
fex are often confpicuoufly difplayed in this - 
manner ; and ftrong as arc the attachments, ge- 
nterous as arc the exertions in general of women, 
they can on no occafion exhibit more endear- 
ing- proofs of fondnefs. 

Not very far from the lazaretto is a burial ' 
ground: difeafe and death are near neigh- 
Ibours. This fpot is efpecially interefting to ' 
the\Engliflx traveller, as appropriated to the 
reception of his countrymen. We noticed 
fdveral handfbme monuments, and names fa- 
miliar to oiir ears, among others that of Mar- 
garet RoUe, countels of Orford, baronefs 
Clinton, who died in 1 781. You will recoi- 
led: the firigularity of her charafter, and par- 
ticularly her tinhandfbme indifference towards 
tRe Houghton colledion. The infcriptions 
are not often claffical, and fometimes fa- 
vour of mercantile fpirit. It is recorded oh 

the tomb of A L , that he induftri- 

oufly coUeded ftatues, pi<Stures, and coins, 
which was certainly very meritorious, and 
doubtlels will recommend him at the leat of 
judgmJeht, elfe why ftiould it be mentioned in 
his epitaph ? We faw other names and vir- 
tues recorded of other perfons, who travelled 
into Italy in queft of health or of riches, and 
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who have all died, TuiXoQi is-ccjpfj^y far from then* 
native foil. 

In reading monumental infcriptions we 
caniiot but regret that we become acquainted 
with many virtues only when it is too late 
to enjoy them, .and are introduced to excellent 
parents, hufbands, children and friends but tp 
lament their departure, and to bewail their 
lofe. 

We have oft^ii complained to each other 
atf wF have been led to fights not worth no- 
tice, that the valets de place and Ciceroni of 
great towns are very troublefome animals, but 
this day we were convinced of their utility, 
and that many interefting circumftances 
might pafs unobferved but for their inftruc- 
tions, for in fhewingusthe port, our judicious 
informer placed 'me in a fpbt, from which I 
could difc^ern, at one point of view, the nofes 
of the four flaves chained to the feet of Fer- 
dinand the Firft, a circumftance that might 
have efcaped my attention if unaffifted. 

The evening amufements at Leghorn are 
4:onfihed, at prelent, to the theatre. Mar- 
chefi lately warbled *' his glib divifions" 
here to a large audience. We depend, for our 
amufement, on dramatic reprefentations, ex-^ 
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Kibited by Neapolitan children, pygmean 
a<ftors, whofe premature powers, and artificial 
accompliflime'nts flirprife and difguft us. . 
• Hitherto, (inceour arrival in Italy, we have 
had cold and rainy weather ; we begin now 
to experience the warmth of an Italian 
diniatet . 

: When we left Leghorn we flept the firft 
night, at -Pifa, and the next day arrived at 
Sienna, havingl^v-paffed through a country 
which, by its vegetation andfcenery, reminded 
us of England^ till we came again to hills 
covered withJolives. Our road lay through 
Farnachetti, ^aftel, delBofco, Scala, Certaldo, 
Poggio Bonaii^ and Caftiglionccllo, in all eight 
pofts. / 

, Sienna is Ibmewhat of a foKtary town, 
fituated in a very beautiful country. The 
English often chufe it for a refidence. In the 
time of Dante its polite inhabitants enjoyed 
the reputation of Ipeaking the Italian language 
in great purity, and they have retained the 
reputation ever fince. Hence it is reforted to 
as a fchqpl, in which are ftudied the graces of 
the Italian tongue. Society is obtained here 
with little difficulty. The ladies, however, 
are isai to be dangerous^ and to abufe the 
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freedom -which, as Sroollet longrago remarfc*^ 
ed, they enjoy more^ perhaps^ than the woineH^ 
of any town in Italy ; and ik> wherief, in good: 
truth, are tlwy over^much reftjTaincd. We 
judged, however, of their manners onl;^ from! 
repprti as we ftaid but to vifit the town,^ in* 
which the cafh^dral, elaborately enrichedb 
with marble fculptured pillars^ and Mbfiic 
pavement, by. Dominico Bucafumi, and' the' 
curious pulpit of diaphanous alabaftei:, worked^ 
with iacred fubje£ts by Giovanni' di Hfa, are' 
moft remarkable. 

It is furely creditabk to the Rcwtnanifts that' 
they have excited every nerve, .artd' called* 
forth every effort of genius, to decorate 'thfe 
temples of God. The expenditure has been', 
peiiiapsfbmetimes too much laviihed; but it is 
a narrow oeconomy which would reftHfit iti 
expences only in buildings- erefted for public- 
worfliipu God fhouldieem not td be diipleafed? 
with furaptuous edifices raifed to his honour^ 
fince he commanded Solomon to build him a 
temple fo magnificent ; and his prophet Hag- 
gai upbraided the-peopk who dwelt in ciefed 
houfcs, when the houfe of the Lord ky waftel' 
If the Jewifh Diipenfetion wer6 a religion of 
external pomp,: Chriftianity does not rejed its 
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impreffive ornaments, which, though they 
have no importance in deference to God*s 
greatnefs, have a comparative value in our 
eftimation and intentions. The fuperftitions 
of the church of Rome are unconnected with 
the Iplendor of its edifices, though, in fbme 
inftances, they may have been heightened by 
the reprefentation of corporeal objefts. 

After admiring, in this cathedral, Bernini's 
ftatues, we were fliewn, in the Sacriftie, 
twenty-nine volumes of illuminated vellum, 
w^th the church fervice, executed together 
with twenty-nine more volumes^ now in. 
Spain^ by aBenedidline monk : a beautiful and 
elaborate work of the cloifter. The ten ^ 
frefcQ pictures in this facriftie, by Pinturri- 
chio, are from the defigns of Raphael. 

The ornaments of the Piccolomini and 
Zoridadari palaces, and the Ailumption of the 
Virgin, by Carlo Maratti, at the Auguftin 
convent^ deferve to be particularly noticed, as 
dpes alfo a very ancient pidure, in wood, 
of the Virgin, at the church of the Francit- 
' cans, executed by Guido Senefi, which dif- 
putes the claim of antiquity with that at 
Florence, and is a curious Ipecimen of paint- 
ing, in its infancy, ftiff and rude. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIII, 



Rome, Dec. 2. 

WE left Sienna with impatience, and with 
joy that no other place would interfere to check 
our progrefs t6 Rome. We flept the firft 
night at Radiocafani, in a ifolitary houfe, 
which, for aught I know, was the caftle built 
by Defiderius, king of the Lombards ; it ftands 
in the centre of bleak hills not far from Chiufi^ 
the ancient Clufium, the capital of Porfenna ; 
and what was more important to us, not far 
from Montepulciano, fome proofs of which, 
in tolerable wine, confoled us for our bad fare. 
The next morning, having defcended from 
our rocky unadorned hills, by or near the old 
Via Caffia, to a fmall wretched village called 
Ponte Centino, we entered the Pope's territo- 
ries which were inftantly charafterized by the 
appearance of idlenefs and dirt. At San 
Lorenzo, our next ilage, we had a fine view 
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of the exfattded lake of Bolfena, and foon ar- 
xived at the town of Bolfena, where the fa- 
mous Papiftical miracle, in confirmation of 
the real Prefence, was difplayed, which occa- 
fioned the obfervance of the feaft of Corpus 
Chrifti, and which is celebrated by the pencil 
of Raphael. 

Travelling from thence we entered the 
Bofco Helerno, the ancient Lucus Volilnen- 
fium, where fome of the Pope's guards de- 
manded money for proteftirig us againft the 
unauthorized banditti who formerly pillaged 
travellers in this notorious wood. Our route^ 
as we continued our journey under oaks fcarce 
yet dilcoloured by the tints of autumn, con-* 
dufted us through Montefiafconi to Viterbo, 
a large town, of which the inhabitants fup- 
port twenty-four convents. The air of the 
neighbourhood is impregnated with flilphu- 
reous particles, whigh afcend from a fmall 
lake, formed at no great diftance by the water? 
which iflue from a boiling fpring. 

We fet off, next meaning, before " the 
rofy-fingered morn appeared,'* or, as it i$ 
inciter exprcfled in Hudibras^ before the funhad, 
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" In the lap 
•* Of Thetis taken out his nap." 

We hurried through fome now unrecorded 
towns, about fix pofts, to Rome. The pofti- 
lions drove, the laft miles, with a rapidity 
that iaccorded with our impatience, over the 
defblate plauis of the Campania, where our 
eager eyes could difcover fcarce the veftige of 
a ruin, in plains on which Rome muft for- 
merly have lavifhed its ornaments; where we 
could difcern ho objed between the fine 
mountains in the horizon but ncglefled flopes 
of land, a few fcattered houfes, a few trees, or 
bits of trees, an old tower but not of Roman 
antiquity, a monument of thofe ages of which 
thefe fertile lands have not yet recovered the 
devaftation, a ruin fince its ruins* Such is the 
fad neighbourhood of Rome ! 

*♦ Mors- tiiioi laxfs riotomibufqae ^enit.** 
Death has deflroy'd its ruins and its nape. 

St. Peter^s was feeA towering at fifteen* or 
iixfeeh mifes diiliht ; but Rome itfelf di(- 
played no mfagnificeiticc ais we approathed*^ 
Noftriking chara<3:er of antiquity, no pomp 
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of modern grandeur appeared till we had paflbd 
4hc Tibur at Ponte Mofle^ the Pons Milvius 
-of the ancient city, and driven by the Flafeinian 
way through the Porta del PopoK, built from 
the femous defign of Michael Angelo, and 
were ftruck with the appearance of the two 
modern churches, and the Egyptian obelift 
brought from the Circus Maximus, where it 
liad been placed by Auguftus* 

We had no fboner alighted at Pio's, in the 
Piazza di Spagna, than we procured a guide 
and haftened through fbme dirty ftreets, and 
oyer the bridge of St. Angelo, to St. Peter's. 

In the fpirit of claffical enthufiafin which 
is kindled at the fight of Rome, many would, 
perhaps, enquire firft for the eapitol, the forum, 
the coliflkum or the triumpnal arches. But 
the monuments of antiquity we know to be 
almoft dilapidated and half concealed amidft 
modern buildings, and half buried in their 
own ruins. We were, as yet, alfo unprovided 
with an antiquarian, and therefore contented 
ourfelves with a hafty view of St. Peter's, of 
the corfo crouded with ecclefiaftics, of the 
l^rgp ancj encumbered palaces of the nephews 
of popes and cardinals, of the churches and 
public buildings of this diilinguifhed city, 
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and then returned to our lodgings, where ouf 
rooms were thronged with valets^ tradefinen, 
arid antiquarians, with recommendations from 
Mr. Jenkins or his fervants. 

As we only arrived here laft night, and a& 
we are peftered by a numerous levee this 
morning, I can fend you no farther account of 
this interefting place at prefent. Lord M — — 
arrived here this morning, and we find that 
many of our countrymen are here ; lord and 

lady C d, and mifs P— tt, with a long lift 

befides. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



RoMfi, Dec. lo. 

BY wfiat variety of features may Rome be 
chirafterized ! • We are confufed with the 
unconnefted diverfity of objefts which we 
have feen in a few" days^ tinder the dircdtioit 
of the abbe Andre, a Cicerone, who attends? 
lis upon reafbnable terms^ and is an ceconomift 
in difburfements ; who is an abfblute walking 
ftiap, and fufficiently intelligent in the hiftory 
of the antiquities to which he condtidts us; 
Wc have already vififed many of the fallen 
monuments of the heathen empire — the 
fluttered coliimfts of temples in whidh idolatry 
triumphed— ^the broken remains of aqueduds: 
which conveyed! whole rivers to Rome — the 
crumbling walls of theatres, where gladiators 
were fed to bleed freely, and taught to die 
gracefoUy for the ^mufcment of unfeeling 
4pe^ors, females as well as injles — the 
A a ^unk 
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funk arches, through which captive ibvc- 
reigns were led in chains and inliilted dig- 
nity. 

Intermixed with thefe, we have feen the 
proud dominion of Papal Rome — the palaces 
of its ambitious pontiffs — the mufeums, in 
which the works of ancient genius are col- 
lefted together with the rival produdlions of 
modem times — -the churches, in which the 
ornaments of heathen buildings are introduced 
with fplendid, though often incongruous 
application. 

It is vain to look for any features of Pagan 
or Chriftian Rome feparately : they are 
ftrangely blended and incorporated together. 
It is fometimes difficult to afcertain the works 
of ancient and modern times, and almoft im- 
poffible to difcriminate between the charac- 
ters of ancient and modern fuperftition. 
Houfes of recent date exhibit the detached 
and fculptured fragments of Ron(ian buildings. 
Chriftian churches are eredled on the founda* 
tions, and conftrufted with the materials of 
heathen temples. The ftatues of the apoftles 
are fupported by the columns of the emperors; 
and the remains of the puteoli, defigned for 
the reception of the vileft flavcs, are loft in 
^ the 
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the labyrinth of the catacombs,now honoiired as 
the fepulchre of the primitive martyrs. Could 
Rome, in its proud day, have forefeen that the 
profeffors of the delpifed religion of Jefus 
Ihould, in future ages, thus have dominion 
over the ruins of its Pagan magnificence, how 
would its haughty creft have been lowered ? 

It is really interefting to confider, how Papal 
Rome has rifen from the afhes, and inverted 
itfelf with the pomp of the Gentile city ! The 
church of St. Theodore ftands on the ruins of 
a temple erefted in honour of the infant foun- 
ders of Rome, on the fpot where they were 
fabuloufly reported to have been nurfed. The 
church of St. Cofmo and St. Damian unfolds 
the gates of a temple, dedicated to the lame 
reputed founders of the city. That of Santa 
Maria, fopra Minerva, befpeaks its owi> ori- 
gin : and without going out of Rome to find 
the walls of the temple of Bacchus in the 
chufch of St. Urbino, we need only obferve, 
that the Pantheon, dedicated by Agrippa to 
Jove and other deities, was confecrated by Pope 
Boniface the fourth, to the Virgin and holy 
martyrs, and by Gregory the fourth to all the 
faints. The Corinthian brafs, delpoiled from 
the portico of this temple, was converted into 
A a 2 the 
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the canopy, fupported by its wreathed columns, 
at the Papal altar of St. Peter's ; and the church 
of St. Paul is decorated with marble pillars, 
drawn from the maulbleum of Hadrian. 

The fupporters of the Romifli faith were 
pleafed with the idea of converting the fanc- 
tuaries of falfliood and impiety to the purpofea 
of reputed holiuefs ; and, upon fimilar princi- 
ples, they erected the Carthufian convent over 
the baths of Dioclefian,— the church of St., 
Andrea della Valle, on the place where flood the 
theatre of Pompey, — that of St. Marcello, on 
the fite of the temple of liis, luppreffed even 
by Tiberius for its infamy, — and that of St* 
Agne& over fome public ftews, from the ftain 
of which the faint was miraculoufly preferved, 
as the elegant fculpture of Algardi teftifies. 

It would have been well for the integrity 
and reputation of the fuccefTors of St. Peter, if 
they had borrowed only the external materiafe 
of the heathen buildings, inftead of adopting at 
the fame time the Pagan rites, and incorpo- 
rating prophane ceremonies with the purity 
of the Chriftian worfhip. But unhappily the 
tempks, dedicated to Chriftian faints, became 
often as much the fcenes of idolatry as thofe 
which had beea devoted to fidlitious deities. 

The 
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The ftatues of heroes were converted into 
thofe of martyrs, ftill to receive adoration and 
to prefide at conlecrated altars. Thofe who 
entered the church, like thofe who entered 
the temple, Iprinkled themfelves with the 
luftral water, enhaled the perfumed incenfe, 
beheld the lighted taper, and hung up the 
votive tablet. 

The continuance of heathen praftices has 
fometimes been noticeable in other inftances^ 
The veftal virgins revived again in the per-i 
fons of nuns — proceffions of the hoft but mi* 
micked an ancient pattern — canonized faints 
fiicceeded to tutelary gods, and licentious cere- 
monies, in honour of indecent emblems, are 
ftill remembered*. The circumftances and 
appendages of the heathen worfliip were 
fometimes adopted,and probably in confequence 
of the heathen reproaches, againft the Chris- 
tians, for wanting thofe things which man- 
kind had been accuftomed to reverence as 
moft folemn and acceptable to the divinity. 
They flhould feem, at lelft by their exad 
conformity, to refult from imitation on the 

* Witnefs the proceffioni^ that exifted, within a century, 
in Sicily ; the finger of St. Cofmo, and the concha veneris 
worn by pilgrims. 

A a 3 part 
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part of the Romanifts, and not, as the learned 
but fanciful Warburton imagined, from the 
general influence of luperftition, producing 
the fame efFe£ts under both fyftems. 

Cuftoms long eftablifhed in religion muft 
have retained fome power over thofe who de- 
termined to relinquifh their errors ; and however 
primitive chriftianity might reprobate exift^ 
ing luperftitions, fome things were retained as 
harnilefs in accommodation to prejudice, and 
fome were infenfibly received by that Ipirit of 
imitation through which manners gradually 
coalefce, wherever long intercourfe prevails, 
as it is eafy, in civil matters alfo, to trace fome 
lines of conformity between the cbarader of 
ancient and modem Rome. 

That the confequence of this adaptation in 
religious matters has been prejudicial to the 
reputation of Papacy, and that the doftrine of 
the Romifh church is, in confequence, in a 
great degree anti-chriftian, has been Ihewn by 
many writers. The Ipirit of its correfpondent 
inflitutions was often, perhaps, good, but that 
fpirit is now evaporated, and its vital intenr 
tion decayed, while the church is loaded with 
an accumulation of barren and d^ftrudive 
gerempnies. 
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One feature of purity, however, the Romifh 
church has prefeated amidft all its corruptions ; 
alpirit of chriftian benevolence to its members, 
carried often to excefs ; a ipirit, dcmonftrated 
in every poffible difplay of charity for the fuccou r 
of every variety of diftreis ; and hence a ftriking 
charafter of diftinftion may be difcovcred be- 
tween heathen and papal Rome, in the num- 
berlefs inftitutions which now exift for the re- 
lief of human mifery of every kind, and attach- 
ing to every age, from the cradle to the grave, 
and in the provifion for every want, mental 
or bodily, that can admit of aliiftance or remedy. 

At all times there has been fomething of 
grandeur in the Roman charafter : in all ages 
it has diiplayed features impofing, at leaft, 
though dangerous. In the periods of the re- 
public, we cannot but admire, amidft 
mihtary paffions and a rage for conqueft, 
an uncommon generofity to the vanquifh- 
ed, an invincible fortitude, a dilinte- 
refted patriotifm, private temperance, and 
integrity of domeftic manners. Amidft the 
corruption that accompanied the increafe of 
empire, we are ftill dazzled by the diiplay of 
genius and captivating literature ; by a morality 
highly refined and fplendid, though debaled 
A a 4 with 
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with inherent errors and mixed with viciou$ 
principles ; by a vivid animation of eloquence 
and enchanting graces of poetry. If the vir- 
tues of the Romans have been attraftiye, their 
vices have been alfo great and extraordinary : 
their corruption has been vaft, their luperfti- 
tions domineering and of extenfiye influ- 
ence. 

The temper of the Romans ever afpiringjj 
ftill often exhibits its force in the degenerate 
race of the prefent day, in which we may 
notice a commanding prefence, an exprefllve 
countenance, an impofing air, a genius and a 
vigour which need but encouragement and 
direftion to break through the fetters which 
reftrift their exertion. If we would advert to 
the magnificence of the ancient city, as dif" 
cernible in monuments ftill extant, we muft 
qonfider, with aftonifhment, the grand, 
though half-dilapidated fabric of CoIilTaBum; 
the extent and accommodations of the Impe- 
rial baths, ipread out like provinces with 
walks, porticos, and mufeums. enriched with 
pvery variety of decoration *; the temples of 

the 

* " Layacra in modum pfpvinciamm exttuSa," lays 
A,mmianus Marcellinus, fpeaking of the Antoniah ba^hf 

crcfted 



( 36i ) 

jChe city and its obelilks, its triumphal arches ancj 
'Wcll-compa<9:ed roads, carried oyer rivers and 
mountains to the extremities of the remoteft 
provinces ; its aquedudts, its catacombs, its 
tombs, and its palaces *. 

The remaining moituments, erefted in the 
flourifhing times of the republic, are inconfider- 
able when compared with thofe of its declining 
ftate. The Tiber ftill divides the city, though 
not with the KuQapov ^oov^ " the clear ftream" of 
which Dionyfitis Ipeaks ; but how have the 
artificial works of men pcrifhed ! 

'* Difce hinc quid poflit Fortuna, immota labafcunt 
'* Et quae perpetuo funt fluitura manent," 

fays the ingenious conceit of an Italian poet f, 

Mark Fortune's power ; fix*d monuments decay^ 
And things which ever flufluate ever ftay. 

pf the Sublician or ^milian bridge only 
fome pier3 are now Jeft ; of the capitol, the 

prefled by Caracalla, which contained private baths for 
23,000 perfons, and were yet fmaller than thofe of 
Dioclefian. 

* In the time pf Caefar there were fourteen aquedufis 
>vhich fupplied 150 fpouting fountains and 118 public 
baths, befifles water for the Naumachise, 

t Janus Vitalise 
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fitc alone is known : its immobile Saxum 
has difappeared ; of the temple, M^here Numa 
Pompilius had his intercourfe with ^geria, 
and derived fanftions for his falutary laws, 
nothing remains but a dripping grotto with 
a broken ftatue ; of the great work of the 
Cloaca Maxima but one arch of a fewer is to 
be feen. 

When an acquaintance with the works of 
Greece and of other countries produced a tafte ' 
for the arts, the emulation of the candidates 
for popular favour, and the rivalfliip and 
munificence of Iinperial patronage, filled the 
city with buildings of ufeful or oftentatious 
charader. The quarries of Egypt were im- 
ported, and the marbles of Afia were worked 
up to Grecian defigns. Unfortunately it 
happened, that the temples erefted in the 
earlier periods, and the edifices built near them 
in later times, were fo cjouded together, that 
they mujEl have loft half their effeft, 

Rome was long bounded by its leven hills 
and raifed up its works on a confined fcale. 
When its dominion increafed, a predileftion 
for the feat of empire ftill remained ; and the 
arts, though generally introduced, were cramp* 
ed in their exertions. The neceffity pf fpr- 
tif^ing a city, of which the inhabitants were 

engaged 



( 3^3 ) 

engaged in continual wars with the neigh- 
bouring powers, required that the ftreets 
ftiould be narrow, as more eafy to be defend- 
ed, and as occupying a left Ipace. Eftabliflied 
plans are not readily altered ; and the central 
part of Rome, for many ages^ muft have beei> 
reftridted to its origmal dimenfions, which 
were extremely confined, as we may judge 
from the ancient plan of Rome difcovered on 
a pavement in the church of St. Cofmo and 
St. Damian; from the dimenfions of the 
ancient forum; and from the breadth of the 
via facra, a principal flreet of Rome, in which 
its religious proceflions were dilplayed, and in 
which Horace and other ipeculative loiterers 
ftroUed, Rpme did not dilate into its open 
ipaces till eftablifhed profperity excited con- 
fidence in the fecurity of the capital. 

Enough, however, of Rome remains, to 
icnable us to trace the progrefs of its architec- 
ture from its perfedkion, in the time of Au- 
guftus, to its decay in the time of Conftan- 
tine. In viewing the remains of the marble 
city of the former emperor, we muft join 
with St. Auftin in the wifh to have fccn 
Jlome in its Iplendor. In beholding the arch 
gf tjie laftej: emperor loaded >vith the orna- 

jnepts 
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ments of a happier period, we muft regret the 
decay of the arts. 

It is one thing, however, to contemplate 
Rome as an admirer of the fine arts, and an- 
other to view it as a philofopher. In the 
former character we muft be gratified at every 
trace of excellence, in the latter we muft 
lament that patronage of the arts which di- 
verted the attention of the free-born fubje<9:s 
of Rome from fchemes lubverfive of liberty, 
which gradually adminiftered to the corrup- 
tion of the people, and relaxed the ftern vir- 
tues that had eftablifhed their prolperity. 

The pleafure received on beholding the 
ruins of ancient Rome, of whatever nature 
they may be, muft be derived principally 
from the reflexions which they fuggeft ; ge- 
nerally ipeaking, the ruins have little beauty 
in their prefent appearance. An architect, 
indeed, may ftudy the broken ent«iblatures of 
the temple of Jupiter Stiator as a grammar; a 
fculptor may fpend weeks in ftudying the 
Torfo; and a painter may contemplate, as 
pidurefque objefts, the vaulted arches of the 
temple of Peace; but the general traveller 
muft derive his amufements from recalling 
th? hiftor^, ^onneiScd with the objects which 
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he fees, and from following up the thoughts 
which they fuggeft ; and the ruins of Rome 
muft always prove interefting in proportion to 
our acquaintance with their hiftory and our 
habits of reflexion. 

The common fpediator, who glances over 
the veftiges of Rome merely as objefts of 
fight, is fbon wearied ; but the intelligent 
traveller, who dwells with improving medi- 
tation on the changes which the city has fuf- 
tained, and on the moral caufes that have 
eiFefted them, feels confiderable fatisfadtion in 
this wonderful place, and finds every objeft 
pregnant with inflruftion. The Coliflaeum, 
flriking as a beautiful i\iin, does not fvifBci- 
ently arrefl our attention, unlefs we recollect: 
not only the favage purpofes to which it was 
generally applied, but that the altars, raifed 
within its circumference, are confecratcd to 
faints martyred there for a religion now tri- 
umphant. The temple of Peace becomes 
more interefting, if we recoiled that in it 
were lodged the fpoils brought from Jerufa- 
lem ; that it was afterwards burnt, like the 
temple of which it received the treafures, and 
that its riches flowed in a molten flream 
through the flreets of Rome. The arch of 

Titus 
6 
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Titus will cxKibit proofs of the accompliffi- 
ment of the Hebrew prophecies, to him who 
confiders the fculptured reprefentations of the 
fecrificial veffels, the tables of the fhew-bread 
and of the law, and of the candleftick with the 
feven branches *. Our piety will be awakened 
to inftruftive refleftions, on remembering 
that Titus entered through this arch to clofe 
the gates of the temple of Peace, in aulpicious 
teftimony of an eftabliflied concord emble- 
matical of that Peace which Chriftianity^ 
abolifhing the Jewifli polity, fliould finally 
produce. The infcription on the arch of 
Conftantine becomes really curious to the 
reader, who, in the expreffion of the em- 
peror's having faved the republic "by an 
impulfe of the divinity and the greatnefs of 
his own mind f," difcovers an allufion to the 
dream which hiftorians reprefent to have pre- 
ceded the viftory over Maxentius: and in 
traverfing the vaft tradl which was covered 
by the palace of Nero, it is fatisfeftory to 

* It is well known that the Jews have always ftudi- 
oufly avoided to pafs under this arch, which reminded 
them of their departed polity and prolperity, forfeited 
agreeably to ancient prophecy. 

' t " — InftinSu divinitatis ct mentis magnitudine.** • 

recolledt, 
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recollect, with Orofius, that a building, pol- 
luted by crimes, and from which Chriftianity 
was cruelly perfecuted, was marked out as a 
monument of deftruftion by divine venge- 
alnce. ' 

The edifices of the papal times, like the 
ambitious projefts of the papal power, have 
been fcarce inferior to thofe of pagan Rome ; 
•and the confiderations which they fuggeft are 
often as important and interefting as thofe 
which arife from reflexion on the heathen 
works. The fountains, and palaces, the con- 
vents, and churches, compleated by the popes, 
have almoft rivalled the labours of antiquity. 
The Vatican is faid to contain eleven thoufand 
rooms, and with its gardens to occupy a Ipace 
equal to that covered by the city of Turin. 
Twenty millions fterling had been expended 
on St. Peter's in the time of Fontana, and 
who that has feen it regrets the coft ? 

The painters and fculptors of Leo the Xth, 
were fcarce inferior to thofe of the emperors, 
and they employed their talents on much 
higher fubjeds ; for, inftead of imitating the 
fierce and turbulent paffions which charade- 
rifed the heroes of antiquity, the modem 
artifts were animated to the highcft emulation 

by 
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by the fublime emotions of religioti. Sixtu© 
the Vth embellifhed Rome, if not as much 
as Auguftus, at leaft, according to Voltairey 
as much as Henry the IVth did Paris, though 
the national hiftorian informs us, with the 
vanity of a Frenchman, that this was the leaft 
boaft of Henry though the greateft of Sixtus*^ 
The church, it is true, has had its periods of' 
tafte in the arts, and its periods of decay. 
Its temples, where the graceful dome is fuf- 
pended, where the breathing ftatue and the 
living pi£hire arc fhewn, a^e too often encum- 
bered with rich materials and elaborate or- 
naments ; its virgins dreffed out in trumpery, 
and its altars covered with tinfel, are expofed 
where we might admire the defigns of Bra- 
mante, Raphael, and Michael Angelo* With 
fuch trumpery, however, many are as well 
pleafed: and Grangers ftare with aftonifti- 
ment, when they are told of the value of the 
falfe ftdnes, and lack-luflre diamonds which 
have been prefented by the Ananias's of formcf 
times* 

* Sixtus reftored the fountain of Mafla, of which the 
fource was twenty miles from Rome, near the ancient 
Praenefte, and condut^ed it by an aqucdud of 13,000 paces 
on arcades* 

The 
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The prefent pontifF lesms more difpofed to 
coUeft the produftions of former ages than to 
excite living genius. The Vatican is enlarged, 
and its apartments are daily altered for the 
reception of the works of antiquity which 
are conftantly dug up from the rubbifh of luc- 
ceffive devaftations, to increafe the coUeftion, 
Scarce a pidture of any value is allowed to be 
fent away from Rome, as it is well underftood 
of what advantage the works of art are in 
drawing flrangers to this capital. Mr. Durno 
with difficulty pafled out a picture of Parme- 
giano under the name of another painter, 
though Sir W. Hamilton paid 1500I. to him 
for it for Lord A . 

But little encouragement is given to modern 
artifts either by the pope or the Roman nobi* 
lity, who are content with exhibiting the trea- 
fures of hereditary poffeffion ; and they^ whofe 
anceftors rewarded the labours of Michael 
Angelo, now Icarce afford to pay an artift to 
copy portraits ; and when they do, they chiefly 
encourage foreigners. The French and 
Englifli, indeed, are now the chief promoters 
and patrons of the fine arts. The Flinch 
have hitherto conftantly employed twelve ftu- 
dents in architedure, fculpture, zjxd painting, 

B b fup« 



( 370 ) 

fupported throughanoblc inflitutioneftabliflied 
by the proud patronage of Louis XIV. in 
which they are liberally fupplied with what*^ 
ever may contribute to the progrefs of the 
arts. Many of them have difplayed great 
excellence. I hope that the ceconomical ar- 
rangenients of the modern reformers, in 
France, will not cut off the fupplies which the 
munificence of royalty has fumiflied. The 
Englifh academy fends but one fhidcnt every 
three years, who is alternately an architeft, a 
fculptor, and a painter ; and who is allowed 
I col. per aim. befides travelling expences, 
which is fufficient. The funds, one fhould 
have hoped, might have afforded to fupport 
one in each department. The prefent ftu- 

dent is Mr. H d, brother to Mrs. C , 

who intends to expofe a very elegant defign foj[ 
a maufoleu m ,in the next exhibition at Somerfet- 
houfc : perhaps the choice would have been 
more attraftive, in our country, if it had been 
a defign for a fenate-houfe. As his tafte and 
execution are very good, one wifhes his works 
to have every intereft that may draw attention. 
Mr. H — i— fumifhed the defigns for fome 
additions to Mr^ P — n's houfe at S— — . 

Many 
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Many individuals ftudy here at their private 
coft, and do great credit to our country, in 
painting and fcuipture. Among thofe in the 
former department, deferve particularly to be 
mentioned Mr. Flaxman and Mr. Dear, both 
of whom have a bold and original genius ; and 
among thofe of the latter, we Were much 
pleafed with the works of Mr. More, Mr, 
Head, Mr* Robinfon, Mr. Gregnon, Mr. 
Fagan, and Mr. Dumo, and of many others 
whom I hope it is not invidious to omit. 

Thefe artifts, with AngeUca KaufFman and 
many others, refide at Rome rather to gratify 
their own tafte than in expectation of prefent 
patronage. The liberality of the pope, how- 
ever, is not to be difputed: his tafte only 
does not lead him to the encouragement of 
modern fcuipture or painting. He expends 
large fums in promotmg the improvement of 
mo^c works, which are well executed at 
Rome. The works of antiquity in this line 
have all nearly perifhed. Pavement is oc^alion- 
ally difcovered; and the little piece of the four 
Dovei, which!Plinyadroired at a villa of Trajan, 
ftill remains at Rome to rival the beautiful works 
ia mofaic^ which, daily encreafe the coUeftion 
B b 2 at 
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at St. Peter's, and whiqh at a diftance, deceive ws 
as paintings of firft mafters. The pope's ge- 
neral expences are not large; he has the* 
power, therefore, to indulge his tafte. His: 
civil eftablifliment exhibits few attendiants at 
the Vatican ; and his military appointment 
confifts of a few domeftic troops, who appear, 
on great days, in a motley drels with antique* 
helmets and breaft-plates, that hang loofely. 
upon them, and who garrifon Civita Vec- 
chia, Urbino, and Ferram, with, perhaps, 
a few^ .other places* His holinefs has been 
commended for attending to more important 
concerns than the purfuits of tafte ; and we 
join in praifing him for having drained the 
Pontine marflies, a work which baffled the 
conful Cethegus and the emperors of Rome," 
and which is now completely effefted to the 
great convenience of the traveller. 

His endeavours to encourage commerce, 
have been more commiendable than fuccefsful. 
If he had equally exerted himfelf in other 
things ftill more effential ; if he had encou- 
raged the peafantry to fettle on the dreary 
waftes of the Campania, had given up the pre- 
emption of its produce which damps all fpirit 

of 
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of induftry, and by taxing the land inftead of 
the produce, had induced his fubjefts to cul- 
tivate his once fertile territory ; if he had fet 
up a regular and flri£t policy, puni{»ed indi- 
vidual ads of revenge, and eflablifhed a fair 
and fpeedy adminiftration of juftice ; if he 
had roufed the nobility to ufeful fervices, 
abolifhed monopolies, even that of corn now 
poflefled by his own nephew *, and reformed 
a vicious clergy to Chriftian virtues, he would 
then have conferred eflential obligations on 
his country, and have fupported the declining 
power of the papacy which now totters to 
deftrudtion. We fhould have then feen his 
territories flourifli; we fhould have feen 
his reiidence not a fad mixture of magnifi- 
cence and dirt, a fcene of ecclefiaftical pomp 
and wretched poverty, a city of ipiritual 
pride and hideous beggary f ; where ignorance 

triumphs 

• Thofe who are inclined to confider the pope as anti- 
chrift, will rccolleft that St. John foretold of the beaft, 
<* that no man might buy or fell, fave he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beaft, or the number of his 
name." Rev. xiii. 17. 

t The miferable wretches expofed to excite compaf- 

fion in the ftreets of Rome, are the moft melancholy and 

difgufting obje^s that it is pofTible to contemplate : they 
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triumphs in the incredulity of the highef and 
in the iiiperftition of the lower ranks; where 
yice aotd fin of every kind predominate; 
where proftitution holds out its lures at every 
window; where affaffinations are daily com- 
ynitted in the face of day^ and known mur- 
derers beg for charity under the pprphes of 
every church ; and where a cardinal, now in 
exile at Genoa*, was condemned for attempt- 
ing to poifon i brother of the conplave. 

To fuch u^dert;akings,hpwever,underexifi:- 
ing obft^cles, the prefent pope isunequaj. With 
good intentions and fome exertions he aims not 
at fuch arduous labours, but is contented with 
publicly kiffing the foot of St. Peter with 
the zeal of a pilgrim ; with officiating grace- 
fully on tlie great days ; with improving his 
piufeum, and with cultivating facrcd litera- 
ture, the caufe of vhich he has fcrved, by 
publifhing, in 1784, a fine edition of St. 

are totally disfigured by the tfk&s of vice and difeafe.— 
He who has fcen them may fancy that 

*^ Laniatum corpore totp 
** Deiphobum vidit, lacerum crudeliter ora, 
f * Ora', manufque ambas, populataque tempera raptlt 
f* Auribus, et truncas inhonefto vulnere niares," 

/ /ijj./ Maximus^ 
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Maximus, with a well-written deification to 
Vidor Amadeus, and by extending fbmc 
countenance to men of diftinguifhed talents. 

Many of his fiibjefts, not iatisfied with fuch 
pretenfions to their favour, feem to feel little 
regret at a paralytic afFeftion under which he 
now labours : unlefs, indeed, from apprehen- 
iions that he may not outlive the carnival* 
Many think that the papal power will expire 
in him ; and obferve, with apparent pleafure, 
that the niches in St. PauFs church are now 
filled up, except one deftined for the recep- 
tion of the portrait of Brafchi. Severe epi- 
grams are often affixed on the ftatues of 
Marphone and Paiquin, on which the libels 
of antiquity were hung. Difcuffions are 
common, in which the fiippreffion of 
convents, m neighbouring territories of Flo- 
rence, is pronounced to be deferving imita- 
tion ; and the writings of the ^Reformed 
church, in Ipite of interdiftions, make their 
way. Let us hope that when reformation 
begins, as begin it muft, it may come gently, 
that it may facilitate a re-union with the 
Reformed churches, a confiimmation devoutly 
to be wifhed, to which the church of England 
IS fmcerely inclined, and bends with increaf- 
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ing favour ; anxious only to fee the caufes of 
reparation removed and palpable errors given 
tip, which may be thought, indeed, the more 
prafticable fince many of the Romifh writers 
have almoft explained away the ofFenfive part 
of many of their dodrines, indefenfible as 
they are, and often refuted as they have 
been*. 



* See a fenfible Treatife on this fubjeft by the inge- 
nious Mr. Dutens fur L'Eglife du Pape. 



LETTER 



( 377 ) 



LETTER XXX. 



Rome, Dec* 20. 

ROME is very full of Englifti, many of 
whom are lodged near each other in the 
Piazza di Spagna. They aflbciate much to- 
gether, preferring the company of their 
countrymen to the being carried in crouds, 
under Mr. Jenkins's proteftion, to concerts 
and converzationes, at the houfe of princefi 
Santa Croce, or the cardinal de Bernis. 

The cardinal de Bernis is* well known to 
have formerly entertained all ftrangers at his 
houfe with great holpitality ; but as his reve- 
nues from France have been withheld he now 
receives company only of an evening. The 
two aunts of the French king are now with 
him. They were vifited on their arrival by 
the pope, which is an unulual mark of atten- 
tion from his holinefe. They confine them- 
felves to a finall fociety* The Englifli at 
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theie houfes do not intermix much with the 
Romans. They are fbnxewhat regardlefe of 
etiquette^ and they do not often fpeak Italian 
with fluency; and the Romans diflike to 
ipeak French. The two parties, therefore, 
like the ilreams of the Rhine and the Arve^ 
near Geneva, flow in the fame current with- 
out mingling together. At the prince dc 
Borghefe*s the parties are more feleft and 
plea&nt ; but it requires private introdu6ion 
to be admitted to them. There are no public 
amufcments at Rwcie except during the carr 
nival, a time of nepeffary relaxation, when the 
ancient difcipline of the church was obfervcd. 
Durjbntg the reft of the year there arc concerts, 
indeed, in the churches : (he vocal performers 
arc Caftratos, who ihould not be permitted 
to fing in facred edifices, eipecially in a 
country where emafculation prevails to aQ 
extent that requires difcouragement of every 
kind. The Roman nobility are chiefly the 
defcendants of the relations of the pope's, and 
confequently often of foreign extraftion. Afew 
of them boafl of being derived from the ancient 
Romans^ The two branches of the Maflimi 
family claim a defcent from Fabius Maximus^ 
who, in tHe fiourid^ng period pf the fecon4 
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Punic war, was the difinterefted pofleffor pf 
nine acres of land. They certainly can trace 
their pedigree to the tenth century, when 
they were a powerful family. There are alfo 
three branches of the defcendants of Valeriu? 
Publicola*, whofe anceftor, with Herfilia, 
eiFefted the reconciliation between the Ro- 
mans and Sabines, and who himfelf joined 
with Brutus in delivering his country fron^ 
the tyranny of Tarquin, and reconciled For- 
fenna to Rome. The Urfini, the Colonna, 
and the SaveUi families, with a few others, 
pretend alfo a defcent from diftinguifhed per- 
fonages of the republic ; but their pretenfions 
are lefs fatisfaftorily lupported. 

Since I have laft written to you, we have 
made ?n excurfion to Tivoli, to which we 
(drove, over eight miles dreary wafte of the 
Campania, a country once defcribed, by Varro, 
as an orchard, and excelling all lands in ferti^ 
lity. The parts of it which are now thinly 
inhabited, are laboured by perfons who repair 
to it for a feafon from Viterbo, Perugia, and 
other parts of Italy: the Roman territories 
being depopulated by caftration, celibacy, and 
|)ad government. The few tenants of the 

* The Publicolae Meflalae et Valerii. 
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diftrift prefer the pure air of the mountains to 
that of the plains, rendered unwholefome by 
the noxious vapours which afcend from ftag- 
nant waters and a volcanic foil*. Thefe, it is 
true, were experienced in ancient times, as 
we learn from Livy, but in a lefs degree, as 
the atmolphere was then correcled by vege- 
tation, and the breath of herds and men. 

The volcanic nature of the country about 
Rome tends to confirm the opinion of thofe 
who, from the language of St. John, recoiled 
that Rome, like Sodom, Ihall *' be utterly 
burnt with fire," that flie (hall " fink like a 
great mill-ftone in the lea," and " her fmokc 
rife up for ever and ever." Burnet, in his 
Theory of the Earth, a work of fiiblime fancy 
and extravagant reafoning, attempted to Ipe- 
culate upon the mode of this deftruftion ; and 
it is curious to fee how a theorift gets over 
difficulties that obftrud his fcheme. The 

* Not many years ago feme perfons united themfelves into 
a fociety, with defign to inftruS the poor perfons who live 
in the worft parts of the Campania. They were entitled 
the Paflionifti. Their charitable intentions were fruftrat- 
cd by the interference of government, which wiflied to 
fave the lives of perfons fo worthy. The interference was 
here impolitic ; it was benevolent in its intention, but not 
in its cffefls* 

inge- 
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ingenious writer leaft, from the fituation of 
Italy, the fea (hould be thought likely to ex- 
tinguifli the conflagration which he fuppofed 
to take place, imagines that the ocean and 
Black Sea, from which the Mediterranean is 
lupplied, will fink in their channels fo low as- 
not to be capable of flowing into the !Medi- 
terranean at each end ; and thefe liipplies be- 
ing cut off, it would foon empty itfelf fb far, 
partly by evaporation and partly by fubterra*- 
neous paflages, as to flirink from all il?s fhores 
and become a ftanding pool of water in the 
middle of the channel. 

I fliall not dilate in an account of the 
Ponte Lucano, by which we pafled the Arno 
about twelve miles from Rome ; of the Crater, 
of the extinguiflied volcano, and of the Solfa- 
terra, with its floating iflands of compafted 
reed and bulrufh, not far from which the un- 
fortunate and ungenerous Zenobia, the beau- 
tiful patroneis and betrayer of Longinus, lived 
in an elegant villa, given her by her con- 
queror Aurelian ; and from the elevation of a 
throne infcnfibly fiink, as Gibbon tells us, into 
a Roman Matron ; her daughters being mar- 
ried into Roman families, and the race being 
continued to the fifth century. Baronius 

fuppofes 
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llippofes ZenobiuSy bifhop of Florence in 
the time of St. Ambrofe, to have been de* 
icended from her. 

The fcenery of Tiyoli ; the fine ruins of 
the villa of Maecenas, of which the arches ftill 
difphcy a great range of front covered now 
with vineyards ; the cafcades, Ibme of which 
ru(h headlong from the ruins to fwell the 
Amo ; the hills, covered with oUves, among 
which the fancy may trace veftiges of the 
villas of Caefar, Caffius, Lepidus, Horace, 
Quintilius Varus, Catullus, Propertius, Sta- 
tius, and Vopifcus, and compare their defcrip* 
tions with exifting fcenes; and the elegance 
and projeding fwcll of the Sybil's temple, 
hanging over the grotto of Neptune, led us 
on to a fucceffion of the moft interefting 
contemplations that could amufe and delight 
the mind. Our refledions were brought 
down to later times when we were conduced 
to the villa Eftenfe, near the town where 
Hippolito of Efte, cardinal of Fcrrara, " the 
great offspring of the Herculean line," to 
whom Ariofto dedicated his Orlando Furiofo, 
built up his taftelefs and elaborate ftrudhire, 
and gardens, and terraffcs, and grottoes, and 
9ther artificiar works in face of the bold and 

uncon-. 
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uncontrolled beauties of the neighbouring 
country. At night, though I flept in a room 
clofe to the temple of the Sybil, or of Vcfta 
as ibme think it, and heard the wind roar 
through its time-injured columns, my mind 
was Ibmetimes engaged in modem events, 
foggefted to memory by the name of lord 

P e and of B written on the walls. 

After feeing Tivoli we vifited, with leiS 
pleafure, Frefcati, where the modern Romans, 
as well as thofe of ancient times, pafs a fewt)f 
thofe weeks when it is moft unhealthy to re- 
main at Rome. The villas are flately, the 
gardens large and adorned with water-works, 
hydraulic organs, bufts, ftatues, &c. The 
prince de Borghefc, from the villa Taverna, 
may contemplate an eftate of 60,000 crowns 
per annum, fpread, as may be imagined, over 
a vaft extent of country, (ince its lands Ire 
but little cultivated, and few flocks, or herds, 
or chearful villages, or farms, are to be ffeen. 
If I were to ^eak to you of the ftupendous 
and iiiterefting ruins of Hadrian's villa, of the 
endlefs fiicceffion of its buildings, of which 
the forms and even ornaments are ftill dif- 
cerniblQ, I muft write a volume. 

POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Rome, Dec. 25. 

I DID not clofe up my letter that I might 
fend you a fhort account of the ceremonies of 
this day, on which we were prefent, by ten 
o'clock, at St. Peter's, and faw the pope offi- 
ciate between two rows of cardinals richly 
drefled. Their cloaks were covered with the 
fined lace. The Latin and Greek gofpel an^ 
cpiftle were chaunted by the priefts of the 
refpedtive churches. The frequent change 
of the pope's drels, between which he was 
Ibmetimes ftripped to his flannels, unfortu- 
nately fuggefled ludicrous ideas, and difcou- 
certcd the mufcles even of fome attendant 
ecclefiaftics. He received the communion iii 
both kinds himfeif, fucking the drop of wine 
from the chalice through a golden quill or pipe, 
a cuftom introduced about the tenth century, 
and loon difcontinued, except by the pope. 
His holinefs afterwards adminiftered the wafer 
to each of the cardinals. After he had per- 
formed the fervice, he was carried on men's 
fhoulders, wearing the tiara. A large feather 

waved 



( 3^5 ) 

waved on each fide of his chair. We were 
fliocked at the oftentatious difplay of grandeur 
in a weak mortal, in a church erefted to the 
honour of God. It was fomething, how- 
ever, amidft unmeaning parade and illdi- 
refted attention, to fee an objeft almoft 
idolized and lifted up to the Righeft pitch of 
human vanity, only to proftrate himfelf in 
voluntary abafement to the fuppofed body of 
Chrift. 
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LETTER XXXI. 



Naples, Jan. 5, 1792,. 

ON leaving Rome we drove over other 
parts of the.deferted Campania, rendered inte- 
refting by the extenlive ruins of an aqueduft^ 
and by the veftiges of a few buildings,^ and 
bounded on one fide by the flopes of Frefcati 
prettily covered with houfes. On the road was 
no bufy throng, no loaded cars of merchan- 
dize. A little fhrivelled defcendant of fome one 
of the pope's nephews riding effeminately on 
a managed horfe, led by a page on foot, was- 
the chief modern objedl, on a road which led 
us by the monuments of Afcanius and the 
Horatii. 

As we approached Veletri the country im.- 
proved in cultivation. There was the ap- 
pearance of vineyards and of olive-trees, of 
wine ihat gladdens the heart of man, and of 
oil to make him of a chearful countenance. 
2 Veletri 
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Veletri is by fbme fuppofed to have been the 
birth-place of Auguftus, It was, certainly, 
fometimes the feat of the reiidence of the 
emperors ; and the ruins of Otho's palace are 
ftill to be feen in the neighbourhood. As it 
is not above twenty or twenty-five miles frorai 
Rome, it was near enough to partake of the 
viciflitudes of the capital. It now contains 
about 15,000 inhabitants.* Its wine was cele- 
brated in the time of Pliny ; but, like other parts 
of Italy, it appears to have loft the art of making 
it well. It affords but indifferent accommoda- 
tions, indeed, of any kind to' travellers. We 
were informed that we might have flept at 
the Ginetti palace, of which the ftaircafe is 
fo much admired ; but we difliked the idea of 
a deferted manfion, where we muft have 
heard the wind howl, through vacant courts, 
on a night ftormy enough for the machina- 
tions of the Witches in Macbeth, or for 
Lear to have fheltered his degraded head in 
the hovel of Mad Tom. 

The next morning after having palTed 
through a country flightly variegated with 
-cultivation, we entered on the fontine 
marfhes, and procee'ded rapidly over a fine 
road above fens, as extended and dreary as 
c c 2 thola 
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thofe of Lincolnfhire, about fix pofts and half 
to Terracina, of which the fine fpiral rock, 
formerly called Reato, and a fea view opened 
beautifully. It is a fmall town with a church 
built on the lofty funimit, where flood, in 
ancient days, on the white rocks of Anxur, a 
temple of Jupiter. The neighbourhood of 
Terracina exhibits a beautiful difplay of the 
productions of the Italian climate. As wc 
fkirted a bay of the fea we admired the fine 
hills, at the foot of which the road runs, and 
which are covered up their fides with myrtles, . 
bay- trees, the acanthus, the lentifcus^ arid 
occafionally the palm-tree, among which th8^ 
goats brouze. 

Having entered the Neapolitan dominions, 
as we approached Fundi we were Aruck witj^ 
the fight of an orchard of orange trees, thfv 
•firfl that we had feen; for though thefe trecji 
abomid towards Nice, and in fbme fheltered 
and more mild fpots of Italy, they aj*e confined, 
in the parts which we have hitherto vilited 
to gardens, m which thej are covered during 
fome of the winter months : thofe which wj© 
law near Fundi were about the fize of a Ivgc 
apple tree ; they are clumpy, but fomewhat 
^00 round and regular to produce a pidu- 
rcfque effect, notwithflanding the beauty of 

the 
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the golden fruit contrafted with the green of 
its leaves. 

We were much pleafed with the fine cork 
trees which grow in the neighbourhood. 
They retain their beautiful fable green leaves, 
which rdemble thofe of the ilex during 
the winter months. They are, probably, of 
Ibmewhat modern introdudlion into Italy, 
lince Pliny fays, that there were none in his 
time*; though the bark was formerly efleem- 
ed excellent to make bee-hives, and not to 
mention its other general ufes, it was ibme- 
times applied to medical purpoles ; cups 
compofed of it being thought beneficial for 
the ufe of heftical peribns, and the afhes be- 
mg fuppofed, when drunk, to ftop the bloody 
flux. 

Fundi, which is the firft Neapolitan town, 
reminded me of Cicero's account of its inha- 
bitants, who flill feem to preferve the irafcibi- 
lity of which he fpeaks. We faw one of 
the poflillions draw a knife here, in a dilpute 
with our courier f. This neighbourhood 
gave birth to the monfler Tiberius, who, oi> 

* Nat. Hift. L. 16. €• 8. 

t ** Trati, Animi." L. 6. Epift. 13. 
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leaving Rome, firft retired to his native feat 
in the adjacent territory of Fundi with a fmall 
attendance, with defign, as Tacitus in part 
fufpedls, to conceal from an obfervant capital 
the difplay of that luft and cruelty of which 
it experienced the efFefts ; and alhamed of the 
deformity of a ftature emaciated and bent, of 
a head defpoiled of hair, and of a face ulce- 
rated and marked by medical appHcations. 
The reputed cave is ftill to be (ten, fome of 
the ftones of which fell at an entertainment, 
of which the tyrant partook, and crufhed 
fbme of his minifters to death, when Sejanus 
eftablifhed his deftruftive influence over the 
emperor, by oppofing his body to fhelter him 
from the impending mifchief which threat- 
ened the termination of his crimes *. 

The inhabitants of this coilntry have had 
a bad charafter from the higheft antiquity. 
The Leftrigones, or men-eaters of Komer, 
lived about two poils farther, at Mola di 
Gaeta. They were a favage race, who pro- 
fited by the diftreffes of the .unhappy liifFerers 
driven on their coaft. Cicero was. killed in 
this neighbourhood. We, however, travelled 

* Tacit. Annal. L. 4. c. 58. 
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tfafely by the light oT a beautiful moon, 
to Mola di Gaeta, through a country Ibmc- 
what rude, though its hills formerly produced 
the Caecuban wine, and are ftill covered 
with olives. 

Mola di Gaeta is afmall fifhing town, beau- 
tifully fituated at the head of a delightful 
bay. 

The whole neighbourhood fv/arms with 
inhabitants, whom induftry might cloath 
better, but who feem to prefer dirt and po- 
verty with indolence, to wealth with labour. 
From Mola di Gaeta, we had a charming ride 
the next mornings along a fine terras covered 
with myrtlejs and olives, to Carigliano, where 
we pafled the river Carigliano^ the filent Liris 
of antiquity, and the boundary of ancient 
Latium, near which are the remains of an 
aquedu(3: that belonged to Minturnae, and the 
plains where the Romans fought with the 
Tarentincs, aided by Phyrrus. The drive 
from thence, by St. Agade and Francolefi, to 
Capua, is lefs adorned by vegetation ; it is, 
however, populous and fertile. We were 
contented with the fight of modern Capua, 
without turning afide to examine the remains 
c c 4 of 
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of the ancient city, where the troops of Han- 
nibal were debauched, and where the ruins of 
an amphitheatre exhibit fome proof of its 
ancient fplendon 

From Capua we had two pofts to Naples, 
where we arrived as the evening clofed, and 
drove down the throng of theStrada di Toledo^ 
lighted with candles at the ftalls, placed on each 
fide, as occafional fhops of provifions, which, 
together with the lamps at the madonnas, and 
the flambeau$ of a ftring of carriages, pro- 
duced a gay efFeft of illumination. We 
admired the addrefs of the good father, who, 
by thus inducing the people to fet up candles 
at the images of faints, rendered fuperftition a 
fource of hght. 

We took up our abode at the hotel dc 
Venice. The next morning, though the 
29th of December, we breakfafted upon the 
plat-form of fome leads which hang over the 
border of this beautiful bay, admiring, under 
a fummer's fun, Vefuvius, from the conical 
top of which iflued a cloudy column of 
fmoke ; and around us the white and chearful 
buildings that encircle the bay, the ifland 
of Capri, and the ihore of Portici. Finding 

our 
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our lodging, however, inconvenient, wc 
moved to Labotte's, a fituation equally beau- 
tiful as to fome of its rooms; from one of 
which I can fee the mou^taii) froiu my 
bed* 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Naples, J«n. 2o, 

NO place that I have feeii has ever ftruck 
me fo much as Naples. The beauties of the 
bay are numberlefs, and Euiope cannot fhew 
a walk more delightful than that in which 
we loitered the firft morning contemplating 
the gay company, among which we found 
many of our countrymen ; and admiring the 
flriking and admirable piece of fculpture, the 
Tauro Farnefe, in which, on a {ingle block of 
white marble, are reprefented Amphion and 
2^thus in the aft of tying their ftep-mother 
to the horns of a wild bull in order to throw 
her, with it, into the {ea. 

This magnificent work, it is to be feared, 
may fuffer from its expofure to the weather. 
The fea-air, if I miftake not, is unfavourable 
to marble. The port and the pier at Naples, 
are, likewife, very beautiful ; but the general 

diftribu- 
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diftribution of the city is not ftriking. The 
Neapolitan ftile of architedlure is bad ; fome 
of the churches are handfome, and extremely 
rich in ornaments : the pictures which they 
contain do not engage attention after thofe at 
Rome. 

It is the cuftom, on arrival at Naples, as it 
is alfo at Spa and other places, to fend round 
cards to the principal ftrangers ; an attention 
wjiich, though it does not eftablifli an ac- 
quaintance, facilitates intercourle. Sir W, 

H n has been abfent with the king almoft 

ever fince we arrived ; we fbon obtained, 
however, an introdu6tion to his lady, and have 
been ftruck, as all are, by her perfon and ac- 
complifliments. During the abfence of the 
ambaffador fhe received company, for an hour 
or two every evening, before the opera. She 
has alfo occafional concerts, in which fhe her- 
felf joins, and very kindly aflifts the Englifli 
in their introduction to the houfes of other 
ambafladors. She is univerfally received with 
that refpeft which her fituation and eminent, 
qualities deferve, and is particularly noticed, 
with a very flattering attention, by the queen. 
With the little that we have feen of Sir W. 
we are much pleafed : he is very intelligent 

and 
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and affable, and very attentive to thofe who 
have proper recommendations to him. The 

houfe of Sir J. D s is, likewife, open to 

the Englifti ; and he has, generally, a public 
day, once a week, for cards and converlation^ 
from which he endeavours to exclude the 
Italians, though with little fuccefs, fince they 
(bmetimes do not wait for invitation. 

At thefe houfes, and at thofe of the bankers,, 
as well as at their private lodgings, the Eng- 
li(h meet very fbciably and with little form. 
They likewife intermix with perfons of dif- 
tinftion from other countries. There is an 
afiemblage of foreigners, from all parts, who 
jneet at the houfes of the different ambafla- 
dors; and alfo at the academy, for admifliort 
to which, it is neceffary to be furnifhed with 
tickets by the ambaffadors, and to be provided 
^vith a full drefs. At this academy is a good 
concert, and cards, and principes and princi-^ 
peffas in crouds. 

The Neapolitan nobles do not ftand high 
in their general character. Extremely une- 
ducated, and holding literature in contempt, 
the men have little but their good humour to 
recomntiend them. Their evenings are gene- 
rally {pent at cards or at an inlipid opera ; and 

thcjr 



( 397 ) 

th^y have not thofe common fources of in» 
formation, which, in other countries, arc 
opened in new/papeis and dramatic enter^* 
tainments. At a great diftance from their 
ibvereign they maintain reciprocally a prou4 
fuperiority over their dependants, and arc 
feldom taught the ufeful knowledge of their 
own deficiencies, by affociating with any of 
the learned profeifian, except a few of the 
clergy. 

The author of aa old Defcription of Naples 
(peaks of its mojft fldlful theologians, its ex- 
cellent do<9:ors, its rare (I iuppofe fcarce) 
philofophers, its accomplijDhed phyficians, its 
excellent orators, its ac^te counibllors, its dil^ 
tinguiftied poets — ^where are they vaniflied ? 
Its theologians, doflors, and philofophers, 
feem to have retired, in diiguft, from fociety ; 
its accompliihed phy>fician5 are marvelloiifly 
reduced in nuaiber, and modeftly yield the 
pr^edeiacy, in pra(9ice, to a Scotchman; 
oratory is, alas ! on the decline ; law is dege- 
nerate, ^nd poetry very feeble in its produc- 
tions. A few individuals, occafionally, are to 
hfi fpund, who are fufficiently enlightened to 
* bewail the general ignorance which prevails, 
an4 which they perqeive, that it muft require 

<nu9^ 
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much time and many ^changes to remove. 
Even thefe, however, too frequently aftonifh- 
ed at the magnitude of the errors which they 
difcover, are inconfiderately led to flilpedt the 
reality of truths heft eftabUflied ; and difgufted 
with the abufes of power and the follies of 
fuperftition, become wild in politics and 
fceptical in religion. 

To Ipeak of the female fex without com- 
mendation is always an unpleafing talk : we 
cannot but wi(h, however, that the natural 
endowments <^f the women of Naples were 
more improved, by education, than they ap- 
pear to be. Brought up in the fuperftitious 
ignorance of a convent, they are very deficient 
in acquired knowledge and accomplifhnients ; 
and we are concerned to find^ that fome are 
not even inftra<3:ed to read. A few of the 
higher ranks fpeak French, but they are dif- 
inf lined to engage ,in converfation in that 
language ; and their own Italian they ipeak 
very coarfely, though often from pretty 
mouths ^nd with much good humour. 
Education, if it fhould riot reform that vicious 
levity which is known to prevail in their 
condud, would at leaft reftrain and throw a 
veil of greater decency over that corruptioju 
r which 
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4effens the number of amiable wives and af- 
fe^ionate mothers. 

In England, thanks to the exiftence of 
religion and a refpeft for the true happinefs of 
life, the value of fidelity and virtue are ftill 
felt ; and they who depart from them are 
compelled to afFeft their appearance or to rcr 
treat from fbciety: — fuch, alas! is not -the 
cafe at Naples; the vgry air of the place feems 
to be feduftive ; its efFefts hive been difplayed 
in many generations. Roger Afcham.proe^ 
perly obferved to Sir Richard Sackville, Ipeak* 
ing indeed of Italy in general, *^ I take' goy^ 
ing thither, and living there, for a yonge 
gentleman that doth not goe under tha k-epe 
and garde of fuch a man as both by wiicLom 
caii, and authority dare, rewle him, to fee 
marvelous, dangerous *.'* 

The public amufements at Naples are vd^ 
rious and fplendid. The opera-houfe, its. 
decorations and performers are in a fiiperior 
ftyle. We have heard Banti with Angular 
pleafiire : flie occafionally fings at our ambafi 
fador^s. The inferior theatres^ are tolerably 

• * See his School-mafter. 
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fxxpr-r^z\ but little frequented. We faw at 
one ci ^tlem a tranflation of Richard Coeur de 
Lioi.^ Our prince Auguftus, who Hves under 
the brow of Veluvius at Portici, partakes of 
the amufements here as a private man, and 
receives viiits from the Englifh* He was 
lately entertained at a fplendid dinner by the 
Jdng, who is fond of obliging all perfons, and 
particularly civil to the Englifii. Our am- 
baf&dor is diftinguifhed from among the reft 
by every mark of kindnefs, and Mr. A— — — 
is prime minifter. Should we ever have oc- 
cofion, therefore, for the affiftance of the 
Neapolitans in the Mediterranean, it may be 
prefumed that the counlels would be in out 
favour. 

The Englifh are often invited to be fpep- 
tators of the hunting-matches, at whichi his 
majefty flaughters hundreds of boars, which 
being preferved in his woods, and fattened on 
the hulks of grapes, on morelles, trufRes aod 
chefnuts,furnifh admirable food,and of aflavour 
infinitely liiperior to that of any pork which I 
have elfewhere tafted. Some of thefe boars 
are preferved in the crater of the extinguifhed 
volcano at Aftrume, which is fix miles in 
circumference, and of which the lava is 

covered 
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covered with woods, as was that of Vedivius 
before the eruption in 1631. It is no un- 
common circumftance for his majefty's party 
to butcher many hundreds of thefe boars in a 
few days. , Sir W. H. informs us that they have 
killed a thoufand in lefs than three weeks 
fince he has been out. • Naples is filled with 
pork, and the ftaljs in every ftreet are cpv.ere4 
with its brawny rolls^ 

The king is a favourite with his people. 
The qualities of his heart are good ; but he 
(eldom puts his fubjefts to the blufh by the 
diiplay of fuperiority in acquired knowledge. 
He conciliates their affeftions by condefcen- 
iion. His dominions are badly governed: 
they abound with people infuffieiently em- 
ployed. Few exertions are made to counter** 
aft the national indolence of the natives, 
which might be done by the fimplc encou- 
ragement of allowing the exportation of corn. 
No meafiires are adopted to fupprefs their 
crimes by a rigorous adminiftration of juftice: 
and as poverty is very general notwithftand- 
ing the fertility of the country, it is unfafe to 
travel in Calabria, or, indeed, any where but 
jjiji the public roads. At Naples the ufe of the 
» d • ftilletto 
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ftilletto has been as common as hr the pthet 
parts of Italy. Sir W. H — — > though am- 
baflador from the moft refpefted court in 
Europe, was obliged, lately, to bribe higher 
than the culprit, in order to obtain the pu- 
iiiihment of a perfon \yhp was known, fcyeraj 
times, to have ftabbed his porter, though 
happily jiiot with mortal wounds. The pri- 
fons are full of wretched murderers fcarce 
fenfible enough of the enormity of murder tq 
feel the mifery which they deferve. 

The guide who occafionally cpnduft^ to 
the different places which are vifited in the 
neighbourhood, and who a6ts under the di- 
rection of Mr. Clarke, the excellent and plea- 
fant antiquarian here, is publicly underftood, 
and acknowledges himfelf to have murdered 
fwo or three perfons ; but he a£ts upon ho- 
pour and with regard to his reputation, with 
the parties whom he efcort's. Confeffion and 
payment for the performance of a flipulated 
number of malles may generally eafe the 
^vounded confcience of an Italian, every 
crime being excufed by the indulgent con- 
trivances of the Romifh church. Her 
priefts, inftead of enlightening the minds 
of the people, keep up fuperftitious ignorancQ 

per- 
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|)crform their bungling tricks, draw expen- 
five offerings frofti milguided devotion, 
amufe the imagination with fplendid ceremo- 
nies, illuminations, and parade of ornament ; 
and teach their wealthy followers to difplay 
their idle vanity in coftly prefepios or repre- 
sentations of the circumftanees of Chrift's 
nativity. 

The prefent chief civil magiftrate of the 
city appears to have been rouled by the extent 
of crimes, and has exerted himfelf in an un- 
ufiial manner to liipprefs them. His jurit 
diftion is confined; but the effefts of his 
endeavours are fufficieiitly vifible^ and prove 
that authority, firmly and fteadily employed, 
would do ;|iiuch to fupprefs the abufes which 
prevail. 

The government here is fijpported by a 
ftrong military force ; its numbers have beea 
Jately reduced, but they have been much im- 
proved in their difcipline by the exertions of 
general Salis, who was invited here for that 
purpofe. The navy confifts but of a few 
ihips. The king wiflied to encreafe it, but 
has been dilTuaded. 

Wretched as the government is, there arc 

few murmurs ; the people being fenfible th^ 

p d 2 they 
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they are better circumftanced than when 
under the defpotifm of their former viceroys, 
one of whom once introduced the plague to 
thin the number of revolting fubjeds. The 
poorer ranks are content to live in the. ftreets, 
in numbers that excite great ideas of the po- 
pulation of the country; who are folicitous 
only for the food of the day and for the pro- 
teftion of St. Januarius, to whom they fiip- 
pofe God to have deputed the charge of 
Naples, as vicegerent of the department, 
efpecially againft the deflruftive eruptions of 
Veluvius. 

Of theLazaroni, who fwarm in every ftreet, 
you have heard much, but poflibly are not 
informed for what reafon they were fo ftyled* 
The duke of Guife tells us, in his Me? 
moirs, that they firft affumed it in the revo- 
lution which he fupported againft the Spani-r 
ards, as defcriptive, probably, of the wretched- 
nefe which they lufffejed under the oppreffion 
of their tyrannical governors, as former 
revolters in Flanders took the title of gueux, 
or beggars, and aflumed the habit of mendi- 
cants; fo others in iGuienne were called 
croquants, a term of fimilar import ; a third 
fet in Normandy, piednuds or bare-feet ; and 

a fourth 
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a fourth in Beaufle and Soulange, fabotiers* 
The Calvinift's, in France, were ftyled par- 
paillots ; and the Proteftants, in general. 
Huguenot's, from the circumftance of their 
aflembling in conventicles, and in cellars 
uoder ground, at Tours, near Hugo's gate * : 
titles fometimes affixed as ftigmas, but more 
often defigned to excite compaffion, or to 
feduce to difcontent f • 

♦ Davila, ch. i. 

t So the ever memorable and ever to be detefted fans 
eulotes : the ferocious wretches fans decency, fans huma- 
nity, fans conmion fenfe, fans religion, fans every things 
which can diftinguifh men from brutes« 
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LETTER XXXIIL 



Naples, Ja[n. ^. 

NAPLES and its envifons are not only 
fuperior to Rome and its vicinity in the beau- 
ties of nature, but almofl: rival them, in the 
opinion of the general traveller, in point of 
local intereft, and in antiquities, at leaft as to 
their prefent appearance. On every* fide of 
this delightful city there is much to awaken 
the recoUeftion of former times : if we pro- 
ceed through the wonderful pafTage of Paufi- 
lipo, and Ikirt the Ihores of Baiae, we trace 
the veftiges of Roman temples, the ruins of 
villa's of Pompey, Cael&r, Cicero, LucuUus, 
and Lentulus, and many other diftinguiflied 
men, now covered in part by the tranlparent 
waves of the bay. la the neighbourhood are 
the ftill rtiore ancient rtiins of Qttixise ; the 
cave, where the virgin Sybil uttered her 
oracles, and predifl:ed, fays St. Jerom, •* the 
3 birth 
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"ragments of the temple 
by Daedalus ; the arch of 
Jrtal of Cumae, and part of 
fed aquedudt. Near thefe are 
^irgiFs Elyfium with all its de- 
^enery and circumftances ; the 
!ff Nero's temple, ventilated by the 
lis tyrant as if \^ ith defign to prolong 
fifFerings of the wretched objefts of his 
5geauce ; the colificum ; and the pif- 
Rna mirabilis, a refervoir which was con- 
ftrufled to hold fupplies of water liifficient 
for the fleets at Mifenum, or the luxuries of 
Baid£. Not far from thefe we may fee the 
Campi Plaegrei, the Leucogaia enclofed by 
projefting brows of hills *, which has conti- 
nued to fmoke from the time of Strabo, fcald- 
ed to whitenefs^ by the corroding vapour ; and 
the mole, or the reputed remains of Caligula's 
mad attempt. ,The whole circumference to 
the horizon is marked with claffical and dif- 
tinguifhed obje<9:s ; and we may contemplate 
at the fame time, with different but interefl- 
ing fenfations, the town of Puzzuoli, decayed 
fince the age of Cicero from a fecond Rome, 
in which St. Paul preached, on his arrival froni 

* ^^ Imminentibus Superciliii^^" 

* ; D d 4 Rhegiuni, 



( 4o8 ) 

Rhegium, to a fmall fifliing town, and the 
iflands where Julia and the wife and fifter of 
Commodus were banifhed, and where Tibe- 
rius rioted in beaftly fenfu^lity. On thele 
obje£ls, as I have nothing new to communi- 
cate, I Ihall not dilate ; mofl of them have 
been pourtrayed with fo much animation, that 
they muft ever live in defcription at leaft, 
though the artificial parts of them rapidly de- 
cay by the wafte of time, and by that remark- 
able negleft which we noticed here and at 
Rome as to objefts fo attfaftive to ftrangers, 
and confequently fo lucrative to the inhabi- 
tants of the country. 

. A ftrong proof of this difregard to the lega* 
cies of antiquity may be feen at VirgiFs tomb, 
w^hich we vifited with as much enthufiafin as 
did Silius Italicus, and were liirprized to find 
that, notwithftanding it is well known, from. 
many monuments of the fame kind near 
Puzzuoli, that thefe circular tombs contain 
two principal depofitaries for the urns, the 
lower room at Virgil's tomb has never been, 
opened. It is by no means a pidurefque 
objeft, though ibme " gentle evergreens 
wind round it,*' and has been well compared 
to the pigeon-houle at Morceham, in Devon- 
L (hirc# 
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Ihire. Our poetical recoUedions were dif- 
concerted by the following monkifh lines, 
written clofe to the fcpulchre, 

** Qui cineres tiimulo haec veftigia conditur olim 
** Ille hoc qui cecinit Pafoiia, Rura, Boves." 

Can. Reg. 1554. 

It is obvious to remark that they are utterly 
unintelligible, at leaft to me who am no 
oedipus. 

The Italians are fond of infcriptions. There 
is one very near the tomb at the entrance of 
Paufilipo, addreffed to the poor, who caiv- 
not read Latin, in order to point out certaia 
iprings by the virtues of which they are to 
profit. Sannizarius, as his flattering epitaph 
informs us, was buried near the tomb of VirgiL 
His genius was by no means contemptible, 
though we cannot fubfcribe to the idea of its 
affinity to that of the author of the Georgics. 

If the places or ruins yet alluded to are not 
to be put in competition with the veftiges of 
^mtiquity on the Roman territory, let us drive 
in a different direftion to Pompeii, over plains 
laid defolate by Lava, to the fite of a town 
more than once deftroyed by the eruptions of 
tl^ mouiitainp as appears from the foundations 

and 
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and various lamina on which they were laid* 
Nothing can be more interefting than the 
remains of a place preferved ages after thofe 
of contemporary cities, by the very deftruc- 
tion which threatened prematurely to annihi- 
late its every trace. 

At our firft flight defcent at the entrance, 
we fee the foldier's quarters, with the names 
of fbme ancient Romans, infcribed above 
feventeen centuries ago, on the walls; the 
plat-form and profcenia of two theatres ; fbme 
rooms of a private houfe, with a human ikull 
that once was animated with the features of 
Roman genius ; the impreflion of a foot funk 
in yielding lava ; the perfeft form of the 
temple of Ifis, built of ftuccoed brick ; its 
columns, its altars; the caenabulum of the 
priefts, in which the bones of fome fifh were 
found ; the flaughter-houfe with the ftill-ex- 
ifting ring to which the generous and ftrug- 
gling viftim was tied, and the canal by which 
the blood was conduced away. 

If afcending by the Appian way we pro- 
ceed acrofs the vineyard to a fuburb of the 
town we behold two narrow ftreets, each 
about ten feet wide entirely cleared : we have 
a perfpedive view of both at the fame time 

diverg- 
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diverging obliquely from a fountain at a fharp 
angle. We fee the rows of houfes on each 
fide unroofed, indeed, and with walls dilapi- 
dated, and prefenting the appearance of build- 
ings half deftroyed and cleared away after a 
fire. The pavement, the narrow trotoir, 
and the channels, worn by the wheels, are 
ftill perfedl. We enter into the houfes, 
which, excepting one diftinguilhed by its co- 
lonnade and doyble ftair-cafe, are very fmall, 
and generally built with a portico enclofing a 
court, into which fountains were ufually in- 
troduced. The apartments, particularly thofe 
of the furgeons houfe, where chirurgical in- 
ftruments aild manufcript rolls were found; 
as alio thofe fuppofed to have belonged to the 
veftals, are painted with figures, many of 
which have been removed, but a few 
ftill remain and look beautiful, when their 
colours are freftiened by water thrown upon 
them. In fbme rooms are the remains of 
mofaic pavement. The utenfils now ufed by 
fbap-boilers were found at the houfe of one of 
that bufincfs. The ftain of an heated cup is 
ftill vifible on the front flab of a tavern ; 
and the indecent lymbol of a brothel bears 
leftimony to the grofs manners of the people 

who 
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who were deftroyed in the town. The walls 
of the fepulchre at the outfidc of the city, 
are fculptured with ancient malks. 

Some ruins in the neighbourhood exhibit ^ 
Ipecimen of an ancient villa with the whole 
plan of the houfe; its out-houfes; and its 
garden, which is about, perhaps, half an 
acre, and divided into compartments, in one 
of which was a pond* The walls of the 
rooms retahi fome delicate painting. The 
cellars ftill contain Amphorae, with wine, 
encrufted by alhes to a folid fubftance. In 
the cellars of this villa the Ikeletons of fome 
unhappy fiifFerers were found, who had fled 
there for fhelter from the fhower of afhes which 
buried the diftrift. 

At Herculaneum the remains of a theatre 
ftill may be feen, with its feats, its orcheftra, 
and feveral departments, all much more be-' 
low the fiirface of the ground than are the 
ruins of Pompeii. The ruins of Stabia have 
been fb little cleared, that we were told it 
was not worth while to vifit them. 

If afterwards we turn to Portici, we find a 
difplay of every article which canilluftrate the 
private and domeftic oeconomy of the ancients. 
In one mufeumii collected almoft all the ftir- 

niturc 
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tiiture ufeful and ornamental of a Roman 
houfe. The leftifternia, the fide-board, the 
culinary utenfils, and even the eatables are 
preferved.. The weights and Icales and 
fteelyards are fcarce excelled by modern im^ 
provements. The caledaria with heaters firft 
(iiggefted the idea of tea-urns. The imple- 
ments of agriculture, which refemble thofe 
ufed in our own time, prove that neceffity 
always operates by the moft fimple contriv- 
ances and fuggefts nearly the fame means. 
The tops, and different reprefentations of an- 
cient amufements, prove the antiquity of 
many games, as well as do the lines of Horace, 
that fpeak of riding on flicks and playing at 
odd and even. The toilet and its furniture 
mifold the decorations of female tafte. The 
chirurgical inftrumeats here are not fufficient 
in number to illuftrate much of the ftate of 
furgery at the time when they were ufed. 
Among the mufical inftruments is an uncom- 
mon trumpet, which Dr. Purney conceives 
to be the ancient clangor tubarum. The 
altars and the facrifical yeflels exhibit the 
parade of Paganifin. The lacrimatories and 
amulets qf indecent fuperllition expofe the 
jirtificial and prpdujoys fojlies of the people. 

The 
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The paintings which fill roon^s, fometimcs 
engage our admiration by the difplay of ele* 
gant figures and defcriptions, of Bacchanals and 
Fauns dancing on the tight rope, gf Chiron 
teaching Achilles, of Dido abandoned, of the 
vidtory of Thefeus over the Minotaur, of Genii 
with their attributes. Thefe, being found on 
the walls of private-houfes, demonftrate the 
high perfeftion to which the art of painting 
was advanced, while the filthy reprefentations 
which painting and fculpture fbmetimes ex- 
hibit, argue the coarfenefs and corruption of 
ancient tafte, and difguft us with the idea of 
a people, among whqm fuperftition confecrat* > 
ed unnatural conjunctions, and female delicacy 
was not fhocked by the moft unchafte orna- 
ments. He that fees them cannot but marvel 
much at the afFedted refinements of ibmo 
modern advocates of natural religion, who 
pretend to extraft from the emblems of 4 
loofe and popular credulity, a pure and ele? 
vated philofophy, and inftruftive intimations 
of moral import. 

The fcrolls of the Papyrus, hard and refemb- 
ling rolls of portable foup,particularly ftruckus ; 
four or five have been explicated by an elaborate 
procefs : but, inftead of the loft and regretted 

books 
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books of Livy and Tacitus, they unfold a dry 
treatile on the Epicurean philofophy ; a work or 
two on MoraUty and Rhetoric ; and a Differ- 
Ration on Mufic, by Philodemus, containing, 
as fbme fiiy, a Vindication of the Arithmetical 
Proportions, in Confutation of the Syftem of 
Ariftoxenus, or, as others ftate, fome Reflec- 
tions on the bad EfFeds of Mufic in a repubhc* 
Two only of thefe works haye, I believe, yet 
been publifhed. A third Treatife is fbon to 
appear, and the examiners will, I hope, per- 
ievere till we recover fbme of the works of 
which we regret the lofs, and fbme of equal 
value with thpfe which we poffefs. 

Among the rehcs of antiquity which we 
faw at Naples, none are more beautiful than 
the Etrufcan yafes, of which Sir W. H. has 
eflablifhed another colle<3ion more complete 
than thpfe which he before difpofed of; they 
are inimitable in their forms, and extremely 
engaging in their defigns. There can be 
no doubt that they are Grecian works ; and 
they have been chiefly found where Grecian 
colonies haye fettled. 

Fine piftures do not abound at Naples. 
The king inherits fome beautiful flatues from 
the houfe of Farnefe, among which is the 
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Tauro, before-meiitioned, and the Farnefc 
Hercules, at the palazzo degli ftudi publici, 
which noble building is intended for the re- 
ception of the antiquities ftill expofed to 
danger at Portici, and of the pictures at Capo 
di Monte. The library is already large and 
curious. 

The king gives encouragement to modern 
ftatuary, and alfo to a manufactory of porcc- 
laine, as well as to the imitations of the 
Etrufcan vafes, which, though far inferior to 
the originals, are very beautiful. A Ipecimen 
of them has been fent as a prefent to the king 
of Great Britain ; but even Wedgwood cannot 
imitate them. 

The day Sir W. H» fhewed us his coUeftion 
he gave us, at dinner, the fiimen, a delicacy of 
the Romans, and a fine pipce of roaft beef, the 
boaft of Britons : we preferred the roaft beef. 

Naples is vifited not merely for the remains 
of antiquity ; nature no where exhibits more 
wonderful and extraordinary features. Vefu- 
vius, fince we have been in its neighbourhood, 
has only rolled out a volume of fmoke, fome- 
times lightly and gracefully difcharged, fome- 
times with heavy and lowering ebullition 
clinging to the fides. We have never once 
leen the corufcation of p. flame, though the 

moujii. 
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mountain has been often thought to threaten. 
A day or two fince we mounted on mules at 
Portici, with impatience to vifit the Crater* 
We rode, about four miles, to the lava at the 
bafe, part of which is covered with chefhuts, 
and vineyards from which the Lacryma 
Chrifti and Mufcadel are made. Quitting our 
mules at the convent, we toiled over a conti- 
nuation of large and caked afhes of lava, and 
above them afcended by loofe and yielding 
land, often, "incedentes per ignem,'' treading 
on latent fire, of which we were fenfible from 
the burning heat which fcorched our feet and 
turned the colour of our fhoes ; and the ex- 
cefles of which were avoided only by the (kill 
of the guides, who carefully tried and exa- 
mined the appearances of the lava, left it 
Ihould burft into fudden flame. When, after 
much fatigue, though without being obliged, 
as Sir W. H. fbmetimes has been, to run over 
the incruftation of the lava, we reached the 
verge of the crater, we drank our friends* 
health in Tome Englifli porter. The perpen-^ 
dicular height is every year increafed. It is 
eleven thoufand fathoms above the furface of 
the fea ; and the crater gradually converges 
towards the top. As we looked into if, wljen 
E e the 
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the wind blew in the oppofite diredion, we 
faw the white floping fides of a(hes, and a 
projedling tower, as it were, ready to fall into 
the chafm. The gradually narrowing top 
will probably coUapfe, when the bowels of the 
mountain and its refources fhall be exhaufted. 
The mountain groaned under our feet, and 
threw up threatening volumes of fmoke 
glowing with a tinge of fire, and, fometimes, 
almoft burfting into flame. We were too 
much engaged by the immediate objedt to 
enjoy the fine view of the Mediterranean ; and 
under impreffions unufual and fometimes 
fearful, were .glad to haften down the fteep 
defcent, dangerous as it was, and often almoft 

^perpendicular. We had, however, no excufe 
for fear, for women have often experienced 
the danger. As we crept down, fome of the 
guides endeavoured to work on our minds, and 
to engage us to promife additional rewards if 
they conducted us lafely. They deem them- 
felves fecure as they are guarded by charms, 

. fome of them being marked with a crofs of 
St. Anthony, the patron of Italy, a guardian 
agauift fire. We flopped at the hermitage 
and converled with the two monks who r^- 

. fide there and give a charadler to the place : 

one 
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6ne of them is very intelligent. We quef- 
tioned hiiti concerning the eruptions. What 
a fiiblime fight muft they afford ! During fotnt 
of them Naples feems doomed to inevitable 
deftruftion. The alhe.s are extravagantly faid 
to have been carried, more than once, by cur- 
rents^of air, toConfl:antinople,ari incredible dis- 
tance. Pliny defcribes the eruption, from which 
his uncle fuffered, with great fpirit ; but it was. 
iurely pedantry or affectation unworthy a 
philofbpher, to pretend to read during fuch 
event. With luch a fcene to contemplate he 
had no occafion for tablets but to record his 
fenfations. Chefterfield, a cold and conceited 
.pedant in modern high life, might teach his 
fon to be turning over books at every moment, 
while time might often be better employed in 
refledlion ; but Pliny fhould have delpifed fuch 
affedation. When he was hunting he might 
have taken his pen with his Ipear * to catch the 
.ideas of his imagination, enhvened by exercife ; 
but it was infenfibility to talk of writing when 
Vefuvius was cafting out its tremendous de- 
fftruftion. 

Whatever we vifit at Naples is enlivened 
by the chearfulnefs of fine weather. We 

* S^e Letter VI. 
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theatre, are very handfbme. The gardcnsi 
are ftifF and difpofed with childifh ornaments, 
The town, and hou(es of the nobility arc 
wretched, 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



Rome, Feb. i. 

ON our return fjom Naples we obferved 
that the fpring began to open its early beau- 
ties. The lauruftinus was in full blow j and 
ibme thorns already Ipread their white blol- 
foms on the hedges. We looked at the 
reputed iniins of Cicero's villa, at Mola di 
Gaeta, and walked to Borgo di Gaeta, which 
is a town finely fituated, and ftrongly fortified, 
though taken by Charles the Fifth. There is 
an infcription on the houfe, where that em- 
peror received his wife. I iaw no memorial 
to atteft that this was the burial-place of the 
nurfe of Ulyfles. We were (hewn, however, 
the rock, faid to be clefted by an earthquake 
at the death of^our Saviour. The imprefiion 
which they tell you was made, by the fingers 
of a man who doubted the fad, and alked if 
the ftone was foft, is certainly fuch as fingers 
e e 4 might 
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might be fuppoied to make, though I do not 
mean to atteft the fa<Sl:. 

Since our return to this iptcrefting city we 
have refrefhed pur remembrance byrevifiting 
fome of the places which moft pleafed us, 
and others which we before omitted. It bcr 
ing now the time of carnival, we have ai^ 
ppportunity of feeing the theatrical amufe-f 
ments. The houfes are all prodigioufly 
crouded. Crecentini is the beft finger here. 
We cannot reconcile ourfelyes to the dancing 
of men, drefled as women : their Iprawling 
and outlandifh capers have none of the graces 
of female elegance. The mpral intention of 
the thing nauft proceed from ftrange poifcony 
ceptions. 

In confequence of an attempt at a very 
grofs fr^ud here, I have had fome occafion 
to fee a little of the judicial proceedings, at 
Monte Citorio, where civil caufes are decided 
by a judge, after the hearing pf two counfel- 
lor$, who plead before him. There are nine 
of thefe judges ; one, who is brother to the 
Sardinian ambaflador, is fb little clear in his 
de'cifions that both parties have been known 
to appeal from his decree^ We bsve not 
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feeen able to bring our caufe to a hearing, and 
muft leave it in the hands of Mr. Jenkins, 

The time now approaches for our final de- 
parture from Rome ; a place which I fhall 
often think of, which I fhall always rejoice to 
have feen. As a city, it. has neither the 
gaiety of a commercial, nor the cleanlinels of 
an opulent town. . Its narrow dirty ftreets are 
cropded yvith men who wear cloaks and dag- 
gers, and with women whofe chaftity no man 
icelebrates; but at every corner is fojue vertigo 
pf .ancient grandeur and departed character : 
^ pillar, a pantheon, or a triumphal arch^ 
We may walk to the houfes, or tombs, or fta- 
tues of the great men, of whom wq have 
heard and read, renew the impreflions and 
correct the errors of youth, for Rome fhould 
te vifited with the lantern of Chriflianity, 
that we may juftly difcriminate between the 
parade of religion and the real impiety pf this 
^If , glppmy, and fuperftifious city. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Venice, Feb. 15. 

WE left Rome Feb, zd, and drove through 
a flat defolate country, about four pofts, by 
Civita Caftellana, to Borgetto, where the 
appearance of population began to improve. 
We croffed the Tiber at Ponte Fehce, and 
travelling over a more varied country pafled 
Otricoli, fituated amidft romantic fcenes, 
and thence mounted, by a " doubtful afcent,'* 
to Narni, which is eight or nine pofts from 
Rome, and furrounded by tremendous cliffs 
and rocks, of which the moonlight did not 
fuller us fully to difcern the beauty. Though 
it was late we did not ftop to fee if it corref- 
ponded with its former charafter, for elegant 
accommodations *, or to examine the birth- 
place of Tacitus, or the reputed bridge of 
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Auguftus, and the ^olian hills of Caefis iii 
the neighbourhood, but fatiated with antiijui^ 
ties proceeded on to Terni. 

The next morning we walked through a 
beautiful and well-wooded country, by a 
gradual afcent, about four miles, to the Cat- 
cata della Marmore, to which there is a road 
which was cut through the rock to facilitate 
the paffage of the emperor Jofeph when he 
vifited the cafcade, fo well known and fo de- 
ferving of admiration. 

From Terni to Strettura we admired the 
hills richly covered with evergreens and the 
valleys, which, in the time of Pliny, were 
mowed four times a year, and ftill retain their 
reputation for fertility. Thefe beauties, 4iow- 
ever, gradually difappeared as we approached 
Spoleto, and afcended the Somma, one of the 
Appenines. We flept at Spoleto, a town fa- 
mous for having repulfed the troops of Han- 
nibal flufhed with their viftory at Thrafimenc, 
from a gate which ftill exifts, and is, befides, 
rendered worthy of attention by a fine aque- 
^udij and a pifture of the Nativity by Raphael. 

The next day we drove through a chearful 
olive county, by le Vene to Foligno, through 
|he vale of Umbria, along which the Clitum- 
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nus frefhens the air, which Horace celebrated 
for its falubrity, and which, by its coohiefs^ 
reminded us that we were travelling north- 
ward. The people ftill believe that the breed 
of white cattle, which pafture on the banks 
of this river, and fpread themfelves, indeed^ 
over all Italy, derive their whitenefs from its 
waters, Foligno is a large well-fituated 
town, fswnous, in the records of modern 
hiftorj', for its confectionary. On the night 
which had preceded the day of our arrival, it 
experienced % flight concuffion, an expiring 
throe of the earthquake which produced fuch 
confiderable efFedls in Oftober laft, and which 
has So frequently continued its movements^ 
iince that time, that the obfei-vance of the car^ 
nival there has been interdicted. 

The afcent of an high mountain, fc^ttered 
over with poor villages, brought us to Scrra-* 
valle. The country improved as we approach-^ 
ed Ponte le Trave, and its fcenery changed 
again to the wildnels of Savoy, as we drew 
Bear to Valcimara. We flept at Tolentino, 
The land of this neighl)ourhpod is highly 
capable of benefiting by the induftry of its in- 
habitants, who, after having fufficiently la-* 

lured on it, repair tQ the ^nvifoijs of Rqm^ 
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to cultivate the plains of the Campania. The 
town affords a fixiall opera houfe,whichI vifitecf. 
The next day a ride through a pleafing 
county, fwelling into gentle declivities, led us, 
by Macefata and Sambuchetto, to Loretto. 

The pilgrims and votaries of the virgin 
decreafe in rank and numbers : inftead of re- 
pairing there in crouds to make offerings, they 
come individually to requeft charity. The 
liberalities of ancient adoration are ftill crflen- 
tatioufly difplayed, though the dimncfs of the 
precious ftones, often excites a {lifpicion that 
their value is exaggerated. We were fliewn, 
particularly, the prefent made by Henrietta 
'Maria, queen of England, which is laid to 
have c6ft;50,ooo ducats. It is a Ikiall fepre- 
fentation of an angel in caft gold, enrichied 
'with diamonds. The angel inclines on one 
knee arid holds up a golden heart covered 
with brilliants, infcribed with the words 
"Jefus 'Maria, and terminating in a'flame of 
rubies. There is a lamp burning before it. 

The town depends for its wealth on the re- 
putation of our lady's miracles. As thoffc are on 
the decline, the trade for beads, crucifixes, and 
felics, is not fo briflc as it was. Our Englilh 
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ilervant, however, purchafed the trumpery 
with which every fhop is filled, with the de- 
votion of a pilgrim. We were permitted, as 
ftrangers, to be prelent, in the evening, at a 
private theatre. The public opera-houfe wa» 
iupprefled, about twelve years ago, upon the 
pope^s obferving that it faced the church. 

The next day we had two ftages through a 
populous and profperous country to Ancona* 
We were pleafed with the improving neat- 
nels of the town, which has flourifhed fince it 
was declared a free port by Clement XII. who, 
with a liberality fcarcely fhewn by any for- 
mer pope, allowed a general toleration in 
religious. matters. The mole, the port, and 
the triumphal arch of Trajan, the chearfulnefe 
of commerce, and the indications of fuccefsful 
induftry, render the town very interefting. 
In the evening we were prefent at a malked 
ball, which, however, was not more enliven- 
ed by charadter than thofe are in England. It 
commenced with ^ lottery, the efFedfe of 
which, though they may intoxicate a fcw^ 
muft produce a general depreflion of Ipirits 
little favourable to the fpirit of the entertain- 
ments 

Our 
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Our next day's route lay by Cafe Brugiatc 
and Seivgaglia, the laft of which is a large 
and flourifhing town, and has a cathedral 
embelliflied by the prefent pope, of whofe 
munificent piety we have feen many proofs in 
Italy. Palling thence through a flat country, 
by Marotto and Fano, we arrived in the 
evening and flept at Pelaro, the ancient town 
of which, as we learn from Plutarch, was 
fwallowed up, a little before the battle of 
A£lium, by an opening of the earth : it is now 
a diftinguifhed place of refort for Italian mer- 
chants. 

With the next morning we renewed our 
journey and drove over a dreary flat, by Ca- 
tholica, to Rimini, an handfome but irregular 
town^ decorated with the ornament of a fine 
old Arch. Pafling thence through Savignano 
we arrived at Cafena, a Bologna in miniature, 
jufl at the conclufion of a tournament, which 
is annually kept up there. Continuing our 
courfe afterwards through Forli, we flept at 
Faenza, where, at the opera, we were regaled 
with the fight of female dancers. 

The fuccceding day brought us by Imok 
and St. Nicholo, to Bologna. Having vifited 
this city before, we flayed but one day ; and 
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on the following morning travelled by a very 
bad road to St. Georgio, and thence by a ftill 
worfe to Cento, ^ fmall neat town, which 
contains fome good piftures, by Guerchino, 
who was born in the neighbourhood ; one of 
which, a beautiful reprefentation of Jefus ap- 
pearing to Mary, is preferved in the confra- 
ternity of the Nome di Dio ; it is engraved by 
Strange. Another is notified as Guerchino'^ 
by a very indecent and prophane Conceit, ia 
which the figures of St. John and St. Francis, 
are introduced in reprefentation of his Chrif- 
tian name, and the Eternal Father as the 
lymbolical figure defcriptive of Barbieri. 

The roads the next day, for a poft and half 
to St. George, and afterwards for the fame 
diftance, to Ferrara, were fo execrably bad 
that we were obliged to have eight oxen to 
pur chaife, and eight horfes to that of our 
friends, with whom we had joined party, and 
notwithftanding this, we were detained for 
nine hours in a deep clay and ftifF mud, 
through which, the perfevering efforts of the 
poor animals could, with difficulty, drag the 
{training carriages, before we could accom- 
plilh the two polls and half. Such is the 
entrance of the country of Ferrara, once {o 

flourifh- 



( 43^ ) 

flourifliing under the paterttal goVerhftieht of 
its dukes. Its agriculture and trade now pine 
beneath the inauipicioiis influence of the papal 
authority, exercifedby a legate^ who is chang-^ 
cd every five yearSi Ferrara became fub- 
jeded to the control of the pope in the time 
of Clemient the Eighth, who took pofleflion 
of it with great pomp, after the demife of 
Alphonfo the Second* 

With this and other aCquifitiotis the ter- 
ritory of Su Peter*s is computed to extend 
two hundred Italian miles^ equal, as com- 
mentators on tiie Apocalypfe have remarked^ 
to a thouland and fix hundred fiirlongs^ 
the Ipace without the city, over which St. 
John law " blood AoW even to the horfe 
bridles**** The city has the appearance oj^ 
decay. It retain?^ as vefliges of its former 
grandeur, the palace of the princes of the 
houfe of Efte, built in a bad fl:ile of architec- 
ture ; an ancient cathedral ; a flrong citadel, 
and Ipacious ftreets. Ariofi:o*s monument 
is (hewn at the Benedi^ine convent. He is 
faid, with the ufual fate of poets, to have been 
very poor, though his patrons employed hun 

♦ Revel. 14. V. 20. Newton-, 3d vol. p. 266—268. 
Mede. p. 522. 

p f in 



( 434 ) 

in high offices ; and an old traveller quaintly 
obferved of him, " that though he were a 
good poet he wore very bad breeches.'* 

At Ferrara we felt, very ferioufly, the efFefts 
of a tranfition from the mild air of Naples to 
the feverity of a northern latitude, and re- 
gretted that we had occafion to quit the 
fouthern parts of Italy fb early in the year. 

On leaving Ferrara, we proceeded four 
miles, by land, to Ponte di Lago, where we 
embarked in a very commodious veffel large 
enough to receive both our carriages, and 
and floated dpwn the ftream of the Po, which 
has here a noble breadth. We dined, and 
flept on board in fome tolerable beds that 
our courier made up ; and next morning we 
entered the Taglio, and were towed along the 
canal by the fide of dreary Lagune, fpread 
out half water and half mud. We left the 
carriages at Fufina, and entering the open 
Lagune had a fine view of Venice, gilded by 
the rays of an evening fun, and appearing to 
have jufl rifen, as the mother of Love is de- 
fcribed, in elegant and claffic imagery, from 
the waves of the fea*. We glided through 

♦ " — — — __ Mater amoiis 
•« Nuda Cythariaci?^^ «dita fertur aquis." Otid* 
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l^ows of handfomc palaces lining each fide of 
the great canal, and were landed at Petrillo's 
door, near the Rialto, of which, the beautiful 
arch is blcmiflied by the efFeft of ihops and 
houfcs built upon it. 

As fbon as we had procured, next morn- 
ing, our gondola, which we have engaged for 
a trifle to be always waiting at our door, wel 
embarked to take a view of this wonderful 
city and to deUver our letters of introduftion. 
We. were concerned to hear that Sir F— — 

V : , for whom we had a letter, was 

dead. Mr. Watfon, the conful, received 
us with much politenels* 
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LETTER XXXVL 
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Venice, Feb. a6. 

THE Venetians, td whom we had letters, 
have treated us with much attention, and 
an hofpitality more liberal than that of Rome 
or Naples. They give Iplendid entertain- 
ments, though their private tables are ferved 
with great oeconomy. They live in hand- 
fbme palaces, many of them built from the 
defigns of Palladio and other famous archi- 
tefts; and Ibme contain fine colledions of 
pidhires, particularly that of the Doge, though 
the produftions of the Venetian fchool are not 
lb numerous or fo fine h«re as we expelled. 
Thofe fet up in the churches never emigrate ; 
but the fluftuations of a commercial town 
fometimes waft away private poflcffions. 

Concerning the Grcmani palace here an 
odd law-fuit is now pending. The late poC- 
feffor, it feems, left it to thefirft-hegotten ion 
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of a relation. It happened that the wife 
brought twins,^ and the lawyers are fet at 
work to difpute which of the brothers is to be 
confidercd as the firft begotten, the firft or the 
fecond born. The point is dignus vindice, 
for the academy of Paris has decided, that ill 
the cafe of twins, the laft born is ufually the 
firft conceived, which, indeed, has been lately 
exemplified, as to quadrupeds at leaft, of dif- 
ferent Ipecies, at Verona, whA'e a mare pro- 
duced an afs and an horfe, the former being 
firft dropped though it was known to have 
been conceived after the latter. 

Of the gaiety and fplendor of the carnival 
we fee but little. The rage for its extrava- 
gance feems to have expired in the feeble ef- 
forts of a few grotefque figures and feme in- 
fipid malks. The baout is, however, conve- 
nient, and ferves as an apology for the want 
of drefs. I have been in it at the phil-harmo- 
nic fopiety, a caffino or aflembly, of which, 
only the firft ranks are members, and where 
a full drefs is ufually worn. The theatres 
at Venice are abundantly crouded, and dur- 
ing the carnival, efpecially, well fupplied. 
We have David, whofe manly tones gratify 
9iX jEngliih ear, difgufted with the " gargUng 
F f 5 of 
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of outlandifh throats ;" and we have Mara, 
though the capricious lady is de mauvaife 
humeur on account of fome tweedledee 
arrangement, riotwithftanding Ihe is to be 
paid 1500 fequins for the carnival, which 
is, perhaps, more than Farrinelli ever received, 
in pubhc falary, for the fame {pace of time. 

The Venetian fociety is really pleafant, 
The women, who are pretty, though they 
have bad figures, are as devoutly inclined tq 
the tender paflion, as in the days when Afchan^ 
and Burnet treated of the vices of Venice. 
We are invited to exceeding good private 
concerts; feven public theatres are opeA 
every night in this joyous city ; and the Furor 
Dramaticus has run fo high that another is 
juft built. 

The Doge has only the exterior of royalty, 
and few privileges but that of diverting him- 
felf of his official dignities, and fometimes ap- 
pearing as a private man in the evening. He 
has a revenue of abpujt 2000 1. and nominates 
the dean anA canons of St. Mark. His fons 
^nd brothers, however, arp difqualified, by 
their affinity to him, from holding any civil 
office, or from being employed in any public de- 
partment, domeftic or foreign ^ and he is not 

allowed 
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allowed himfelf, to form a connexion with 
any foreign prince without the confent of 
council. He is fubjefted to the troublelbme 
and fcrutinizing authority of the inquifition, 
who haye the keys of his palace and can 
learch it at pleaiure, being accountable for 
their condud only to the council of ten. 
Every member of the ftate, indeed, it is well 
known, is amenable before thefe vigilant and 
jealous magiftrates, to whole tremendous 
power the government is fuppofed to be in- 
debted for its fecurity ; and may be conducted 
out of a palace, to a prilbn over the Ponte di 
Solpiri, or thrown into the Canal Orphano 
without any regular trial or known fentence. 
Titles of nobility have been fold at Venice 
upon great emergencies ; but the nobles gra- 
dually ddcreafe' into a fmall ariftocracy : all 
are employed in fome department of ftate. 
The podeftas, who have the civil prefidencies 
of towns ; and the captains, who have th? 
military power, are not allowed falaries fuffi- 
cient for the ftate which they maintain, and 
make up the deficiency by oppreflign and cor- 
rupt adminiftration. The execution, hpw- 
ever, of criminal juftice is, generally, equi- 
F f 3 table, 
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tabic, ftiough ftrift ; and the people are kept 
in good order, and not extravagantly taxed* 
The commerce of the country, however de- 
cayed from its former extent, ftill flourifhes. 
Its glafs manufaftories are famous; but thq 
plate glafs is not by any means fo large as that 
of France, nor fb good as that of England- 

The arlenal ftill exhibits a grand difplay of 
naval ftorcs, and affords employment for its 
3000 men, which is above double the number 
ufually employed at Plymouth. The men re- 
ceive from a paul and half to eight pauls per day. 
When we were (hewn the twenty-four Carlos 
on the ftocks, which are conftrufted for 88 
guns, though capable of containing 1 20, and 
recoUefted that fuch vefTels are too large for 
the Venetian feas, and that travellers many 
years ago fpeak of the fame number, we began 
to fufpeft that they are never finiflied, and 
kept merely for oftentation. 

We contemplated here, very fcientifically, 
the fhort cannons, made in imitation of thofc 
of the Englifh at the time that they began to 
judge them inconvenient ; the mode o£ bor- 
i^g> by which the men emulate turnfpits ; the 
long rope-walk, of I know not how m^y 
hundred feet, and the gilded bucentaur : and 
I W6 
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we concluded our obfervations with remarks 
on feme excellent oyfters, in which we all 
joined with unanimous commendation. 

The oyfters within the arfenal, which fatten 
on the bitumen and exudation of the wood in 
the docks and canals here, are in high and de- 
ferred eftimation, for their fize and quality, 
with the Venetian epicures. 

The nobles of Venice are, perhaps, more 
intelligent than thofe of any other parts of 
Italy, being early called out to the exertiojn of 
their talents in public departments. The 
lower clafles of the people are, however, but 
little inftrufted even on the moft important 
fubjefts. The clergy being on the worft of 
all eftablifhments, that of eledion, is necef- 
farily degraded in its charafter. Perfons of 
refpedtable family, and hberal talents, flirink 
from a profeffion where fubfiftence muft be 
obtained by a popular canvas, and authority 
depend on the caprice of the pariih which is 
to be direded. The higher ranks are, indeed, 
virtually reflxained from taking up the profef- 
fion, fince a noble, who enters into the facred 
fondion, forfeits his hereditary vote in the 
council. If he obtain a cardinal's cap his 
whole kindred muft withdraw from all inter- 
ference 
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ference with public affairs: and fhould he 
even attain the pre-eminent dignity of patri- 
arch, he will have no power or jurifdidion 
even over the church of St, Mark, — ecclefia- 
ftics being fulpicioufly excluded from all 
authority. 

. From thefe unfavourable circumftances the 
whole body is placed in a degraded point of 
view. Its members are feldom feen in elevat- 
ed fociety ; and are little reverenced by the 
inferior ranks. Religion itfelf feems lefs re- 
garded here than in other parts : its external 
circumftances are lefs frequently difplayed, and 
morality is fcarcely profefTed, at leaft in many 
of its branches. The hoft is never carried in 
public proccffion, at Venice, on account of 
the narrownefs of the ftreets and alleys. Pro- 
teftants are indulged in the domeftic cxercife of 
their worlhip. The Armenians have a church ; 
at the Greek church the fervice is in Greek 5 
and the epiftles and golpels are chaunted, by 
an high prieft, in a delk. 

Literature is not cultivated fo much as it 
has been. The Venetian prcfs has been 
formerly celebrated, and books of value may 
dill be colledled here ; but modern books 
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feldom appear. Liberty of opinion, on poli* 
tical and religious fubjefts, is much circum- 
fcribed ; it is therefore vain to look for great 
improvement in thefc departments. The 
age of tru^ poetry is loft at Venice, as elfe- 
where. Softie modern produftions, however, 
in the lighter works of genius, are to be ad- 
mired for more elegance and corre(Stnefs of 
verfificatien, than the Venetian diale<9: has be- 
fore exhibited^ It is a peculiarity at Venice, 
that the hiftory of the ftate is written by per- 
fons publicly appointed, and who compofe, 
therefore, under fome reftraint. 

The annals of Venetian literature were 
publlflied, in the 1 6th century, in a regular 
paper, fold in a iingle (heet, called a gazzetta, 
from the piece of money fo denominated, 
which it coft. Other articles of intelligence 
were gradually admitted ; and the term was 
adopted by other countries, to fignify thole 
regifters of mifcellaneous information which 
^re read with fuch avidity all over Europe. 

The carnival here finiflied on the 20th 
with extiaordinary parade of caricature figures 
and trumpery malks. The people endea- 
voured to amufe the taedium of the day with 
fin opera in the morning, befi4es the ufual 
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entertainments at night. Towards the con- 
clufion of the carnival we were prefent at the 
annual ceremony of the flight of a man, 
dreffed as Mercury, who defcended by a rope 
from the Campanile, in St. Mark's place, to 
prefent the Doge with a nofegay. At the 
iame time were exhibited fome feats of 
ftrength, equal to thofe celebrated by Juvenal, 
or di{played at Sadler's Wells, of men ftand- 
ing on each other and building up a lofty 
architefture of human bodies. After this, and 
fome fireworks played off with little efFeft, by 
day-light, the Doge was regaled, for a con- 
cluding treat, with the flaughter of three 
bulls, of which the heads were fevered from 
the body with a large fword, wielded by a 
ftrenuous arm, in conformity with a favagc 
cuftom which took its rife, eight or nine 
centuries ago, from the rebellion of a patri-- 
arch of Aquileia, in Friuli, in conjunction 
with twelve vicars. The patriarch was be- 
headed, with his confederates, in the Piazza 
di St. Mark. In commemoration of thi< 
punifliment a bull and twelve bogs were 
afterwards beheaded in patriotic refentment. 
But the decapitation of the hogs being deemed 
ludicrous, ^nd, perhaps, awkward, as thefe 

per' 



( 445 ) 
perverfe animals Ihewed no difpofition to 
acquiefce in the ancient cuftom, two more 
l)ulls were fiibftituted as vicars ; and beef, in- 
fteadof pork, is diftributed among the people, 
who contemplate the cataftrophe with great 
iatisfa£tion and appetite. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



Verona, March 2. 

WE left Venice, on the 37th, in a bor- 
chetta, and taking in our carriages at Fufina, 
were towed, by horfes, along the Brenta ta 
Padua, where we arrived in the evening. 
This river is confined by banks fbmewhat 
formal. It feldom dilates into fine reaches or 
graceful bendings. Among the noble palaces 
which adorn them, that of the Pifani family 
chiefly arrefted our attention. We entered 
it, and admired its grand apartments filled 
with piftures by ZuccareUi. 

A feat of learning in decay is always me- 
lancholy. The large unoccupied Ipaces of 
Padua remind us of its ancient population and 
trade, famous in the time of* Martial, as its 
vacant fchools fiiggefted regret for its departed 
fcience. The circus, decorated with the 
ftatues of the illuflxioua mien whom this city 
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has produced, exhibits not only an interefting 
light, but an incitement, one (hould fiippofe, 
to living virtue. Dr. Burney, when he was 
here, was as much delighted with converfing 
with Tartini, the celebrated compofer, as if 
he had found another Livy. We met with 
no one to rival the hiftorian in fame. The 
attention paid to literature appears not to be 
confiderable. 

The fchools are ftill, however, frequented 
for ledures. It is remarkable that they are 
<:alled il Bue, or the Ox ; we are as unable to 
tell why, as to afcertam the correippndent 
etymology of our Univerfity in England ; and 
know of no more analogy between fchools and 
an ox, than Mrs. Cowley's Gradus did between 
learning and an hog. 

We were furprized at the injudicious con- 
ftruaion of the anatomical ' fchool. The 
benches hang, in a confined apartment, per- 
pendicularly over the table on which the 
fubjeftsfor diffedion are placed, fo that the 
ftudentraay, with fcience, imbibe the vapours 
of infeaion, and the fchool may furnifli its 
own fubje<as. Part of an human body was 
carelefsly and indecentlyr left on the floor of 
the anti-chamber. 

Botany 
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Botany appears to be much attended to at 
this univerfity, which has been fo long famous 
for the ftudy of phyfic. The garden contains 
many very curious plants ; among thefe, which 
I recolleft, were the white pepper tree from 
Africa, of which the fruit does not ripen here ; 
the China rofe, which changes its colour 
every day ; the date tree ; the canuba ; the 
ficus indiana fpinociffima, which forms the 
boundaries of property in America, and bears 
a fruit; the cicuta aquata, which is very 
fcarce; and to mention no more, the rux 
vernix, the accounts of which would incline 
one to credit what Dr. Darwin, in the notes 
to his Poem, reports concerning the poifon- 
tree of Java; for though it does not fenfibly 
fcatter its influence, the touch of it is poilbn- 
ous, even though it come not into contaft 
with the blood. A man laft year, who acci- 
dentally touched it, was confined fix weeks. 
It is imported from Japan ; is about the fize 
of a conunon rofe tree, and has leaves which 
refemble that of the lemon tree. 

In the town hall, at Padua, of which the 
roof is fb curioufly painted, we were (hewn 
the tomb of Liyy, and the lapis vituperii, 
^^ the ilone of difgrace," on w^hich every 
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debtoTi who will fit, with bare rump, in full 
aflembly, and fwear that he is not Worth more 
than a; fum equivalent to five pounds, is 
exempted from arreft. It is curious to rc- 
rnark, how anciently and uniformly vindic- 
tive juftice )ias direfted its refentment againft 
this unoffending part, where, as we learn in 
Hudibras, honour is fuppofed to lie. It ap- 
pears from ancient paintings, preferved in tl^e 
nciufeum at Portici, that the pa^dagogues of anti- 
qyity flogged the o^nding youths of their time 
mounted, a^ they ftill are at fome fchools, on 
the backs of other boys. It may be rccolle<9:ed 
alio, that the creditors of this country were for- 
merly accuftoraed to look for vengeance at 
kaft, if not forindepinification to this part; 
and the niji^ift^^s.^C^^ law, , though they 
UGfw gfalp the.;{houl4cr, feem, ; formerly, to 
have levell9d t^eir aim at a nobler part, as 
may be cplfe£ted.iVom..the hcMi^y^ appellation 
which Blackftone derives, by an ^nfatisfac* 
^rj P^y^^^SYr ffom bound bailif. - 

T'he poft,. which we refumed at Padua, con- 
veye(J,u$ twoftagcs over abad road, and through 
a flat;, country to Vicenza. As we were tra- 
velling northwards we fliivered, on obferving 
G g that 
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that the diftant mountains, towards which wc? 
advanced, were covered with fhow. 

The tafte for architcfture, excited by Pal- 
ladio and Scamozzi, fhewed itfelf before we 
reached the town, in various buildings pret- 
tily dcfigned. We were much ftruck with 
the works of the former of thefe artifts in 
fev^ral edifices of the city, efpecially in the 
town-houfe, and in that which is called his 
own little manfion, of which the defign is 
very elegant. The rotunda of the marquis of 
Capra, which is near the town, is wdl known 
to have been the work of Palladio, which 
fuggcfted the plan of that beautiful trinket of 
a villa, built by Lord Burlington, at Chilwick. 
This building contains thirty-two rooms in a 
^ce inconceivably finally It is called a 
rotunda from a circular apartment in the 
center, but has four uniform fronts. The 
archite6:upe of Palladio, the Raphael oif his^ 
art, ihould be more ftudied by our couirtry- 
men. There is, doubtlefs, a ftyle of building- 
adapted to every country ; but many of the 
fanciful ddffigns of Italy mi^ be introduced 
in our buildings much to the ornament of 
England. It would be abfurd indeed ixt cxnr 
latitude. 

To 
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** To draw the wind through long arcades to roar^ 
" Proud to take cold at an Italian door." 

But the banks of the Thames, the flopes of 
Richmond, and the green retreats of Windfor, 
ifhould be decorated with the difplay of edi- 
fices, defigned with feme dilplay of tafte and 
fancy. 

The Olympic theatre here, built on the 
principles of Vitruvius, from a defign of hi* 
great imitator Palladio, is the moft elegant 
and claffical work I ever faw. It has the 
imag^ and appearance of antiquity; and I 
wiflied to fee the plays of Terence performed 
there, a$ with us by the Weftminfter boys* 
Such a work at a public fchool, with all its 
decorations and appendages, would furniih a 
lively illuftration of the dramatic entertain** 
ments, at which Scipio and Lselius appeared*: 

Palladio did hot live to fee the icoi|npletibn 
of his work. This great ardute<a firft 
laboured at Vicenza for twelve fous a dayy 
andy about the fame^time, Paul Veroaefe cx4 
erted hid di{^inguiflied powers for fifteen f6a$^ 
At the convent of Ja Madonna della Monte,^ 
at Vicenza, he has left an invaluable -mo- 
nument of his abilities, in a pifturc of the 
Reception of the Pilgrims among whom 
G g 2 , Chrift 
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Chrift is rcprefented to Have appeared. la 
this pidure the painter has introduced his own 
portrait, and that of his uncle. 

Verona, which is about thjee pofts and an 
half from Vicenza, contains many things that 
dcferve more attention than we gave them* 
The eye is never tired of feeing, when the 
imagination can chufe its objefts ; but our 
fancy, which was engaged only on domefUc 
rcfle£tioog, fuffered us not to linger in the 
city, beyond the walls of which Shakeipe^r's 
lover could find no joys. Yet the beautifiil 
remains of the amphitheatre, of which the 
form and many of the feats are perfedlly pre- 
ferved, awakened many intercfUng refleftibns ;. 
and the converfetion of the Countefs Mofconi, 
to whotti we had letters, would have afforded 
pleafore for many weeks.; .' / ; 

- The pidures at Verona j the paintings of 
Pado CagKarii who conferred much fplendor 
Qn the reputation of a city of which he af- 
iiimejd the diftin6Jion;..thofe of many other 
artifts; the vchitefture of Sanfovino; the. 
(jcntre of ilongiabyrinthof paffages, by which 
the rtoWQ Was. undermined ; the maufolea of 
the Scaligers ; the arch over the Adige; md the 
§olle(9ion of foflils ^imprinted with forms of fifli, 
f. coUcded 
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coUedled by Signior Bozza^ and now in^, the 
poffeffion of Count Cazolas, arc better worth 
feeing than hearing of. , ^ 

We quitted them all, without regret, the 
next 'morning, and faw the country gradually 
Jmpoverifli, as we approached Volarni. From 
thence, to Beri, the beautiful river Adige ac- 
companied us, wafhing, in its gentle courfe, 
the brown and poliftied bafe of fome pi£lu- 
refque rocks which re-echoed every found 
that difturbed the tranquil folitude of the 
country* 

At Beri we tafted an excellent white wine 
made in the neighbourhood, which^ for aught 
I know, may be the Tramminer wine. It is 
called Vino Santo, in ftrong expreffion of the 
cftinxation in which it is held. At Borghetto, 
before our arrival at Ala, we quitted the Ve- 
netian territories, and were allowed to import 
all our property unmolefted, except our moiiey, 
into the Tyrol; the firft entrance to which, as 
we approached Roveredq, opened to us a rude 
country covered with heaps of rocks, wilder 
and more fantaftic in* ^eir forms than thofe 
of Savoy, and interuMigled with tradlg culti- 
vated and populoup. % 
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A road through an open valley, bdundcd by 
bold hills, conduced us through Befeno to 
Trent, where we found little to intereft us 
but the recolleftion of a council which, after 
the dawn of reformation, had roufed the at- 
tention of mankind to the accumulated errors 
of a corrupted church, confirmed the moft 
extravagant doftrines of the Romilh faith* 
We were conduced to the cathedral, where 
the council was held, to hear an incomparable 
organ, from which were exprefTed founds far 
more in unifon and harmony than thofc ut* 
tered by the cardinals, legates and bifhops 
aflembled within the walls in the fixteenth 
Century. 

The Adige flill accompanied us on our de- 
parture from Trent, flowing through a bold 
country,- towards St. Michel. Our ' day's 
journey led us from thence, by Soleurno and 
Nairmach toBranzol, where we were pleafed 
with the neatnefe and boarded floors of a 
German houfe, and with female attend- 
ants, who, however, were more remarkable 
for good humour than beauty, Their figures 
teere not fiich as a fculptor would fele6l ; and 
the broad features of their faces were oddly 
decorated by white Wttollen caps or black 

friUed 
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frilled bonnets of a triangular fhape. At Bran- 
2ol we were fliewjii a green-houfe filled vfitH 
noble orange-trees, from which the fruit is 
plucked three times in a year, though the trees 
axe enclosed for feven months. As we tra- 
velled next day by Tcutfchen, Colmaa 
Brixen and Mittewald, we admired a fuccef-* 
fion of rude and romantic fcenes clad in the 
rigors of winter, of which the appearance be* 
camQ n^re (hiking in the difplay of a glacier 
at Stcrtzingen, where we flept at a tolerable 
inn, though half-fufFocated^ith the oppreflivQ 
heat of a German ftove. 

As we proceeded the next day by Brenner 
and Steinach and Schonberg to Infpruck, we 
fometimes walked a ftage, fafter than the 
horfes would drag the carriages. We were 
ftruck with the grand fcenery of the country. 
Before our arrival at Infpruck we noticed an 
infcription, near the road, which feemed 
worth copying. 

** Anno 1782 Quo Pius 6. Pont. Max. 
Vienna Redux iEniponti. A.-M. Elifabeth 
A. A. Hofpitio Honorifice exceptus Tirolim 
ilio numine implevit. 12 Id. Maii heic traje** 
cit."-rtSuo numine was a ftrong expreffion, 
however pioufly defigned, to confble his 
G g 4 . holi- 
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holincfs for the difappointmcnt which he had 
C5fperienced in his jaurne/ to Vienna. 

The approach to Infpruck is fine. On our 
arrival there, we heard that the emperor died 
under ftrongfufpicionof an accelerated fate^on 
the firft of this month, by the burfting of a 
blood veflel. We were, on that account, 
refufed permiffion to fee the palace where his 
fifter refides ; and were contented with view- 
ing, at the church of the Francifcans, the 
tomb of Maximilian and the figures of his 
Sluftrious kindred. Poor Leopold is now 
numbered with " the mighty dead." Many 
virtues, however, may be infcrihed on his 
nionument ; and ive may hope that they arc 
regiftered where they will not be forgotten. 

Infpruck is finely fituated on the Inn. We 
pafled the river the fiicceeding morning, and 
toiled the whole day up fteep hills, or cauti^ 
oufly defcended down frozen roads, con* 
dufted by polHllions whofe phlegm we could 
never animate to profit by the few interme- 
diate levels that we found in paffing through 
Dorftenbach, Parvis, Nazareit and LermeSj, 
fo that we travelled the laft ftagc, to Reita^ 
by the pale light of the moon, which magni- 
fied the appearance of the mountains and re^ 

flea:e4 
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fleAed its beams on dark forefts of fiff tKmg 
m beautiful contraft above extended waftes of 
fiiow. At the edge of thefe forefts our fervant 
few two prowling wolves ; in fpite of which,, 
however, and in ipite of many * fearfiri^pre*? 
cipice, we arrived, about midnight, at a good 
inn at Reita* 

At Reita we underftood that the near^ 
• road would lead us through Bavaria^ but a 
paflport could not be obtained without delay; 
we therefore continued our courfe over the 
plains of Suabia, diveriified with fihe planta« 
tious of fir and parkifl> fbenery ; and after a 
tedious lingering drive arrived, long after, 
midnight, at Augfbourg, where we were glad 
to flay a day to refrelh ourfelves among th* 
chearful ways of men, by a fight of the maiuy 
curious particulars which it contains. 

Augfbourg has the fpacious flreets and bol4 
charafter of a town that once flouriihed con* 
fiderably. Its buildings are defigned in a flilc 
of architefture that difgufted Winkleman^s 
refined tafle fo much, that he afFcfted to be 
unable to endure the fight of Germany. They 
are, however, of a bettqr cbarader than thoic 
of contemporary cities ; and the fimple front 
of the town^houfe has been very much and 
...... very 
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tcry juftly admired. Roger Afcham tells us, 
that there were^ in his time, a number of 
hcmfes which, fct in Chcapfide, would over- 
look and over-brag the whole flreet ; that 
there were then £ve merchants in it able to 
Alflmrfe as much ready money as five of tho 
greateft kings of Chriftendom. The emperor 
Charles the Fifth wifhed to borrow eighteen 
liuiidred thoufand guilders of one of thefe 
merchants, and was offered a million, which 
9ras equivalent to about one hundred and 
ftventy dioufand pounds, then a vaft film. 
One of them, during the time that the fa* 
itious diet was held here in 1 530, entertained 
the emperor, together with the king of the 
&omans, the prince of Spain, and the queen 
^f Hungary regent of Flanders, foa: a whole 
twelvemonth, when the town was fo thronged, 
try the attendants of the court, and the refort 
cf ecclefiaflics and others to the important 
diet, that 2300 waggons, laden with provi-^ 
fiPTt^f came every market-day into the town* 
Lulther, during th^ fitting of the diet, refided 
at Coburg, in the neighbourhood. He had 
been once a monk of the Auguflin convent 
here. The confefllon of faith, drawn up with 
great eloquence, was read by Chriflian Bayer, 
5 chancellor 
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chancellor of Saxony, in prefence of the 
emperor, who was more partial to the Ro- 
maiiifts and difpofed to countenance their 
weak reply. The confeffion, though it 
breathed the mild and temperate Ipirit of 
Melanfthon, yet, as it eftabliflied bounda- 
ries of diftiftdion, was the occalion of a w» 
between the two churches which continued 
till 1555, when the treaty was figned which 
reftored peace to Germany. 

Aug{bourg is a fovereign ftate with aii 
appendant territory. It is ariftocratically 
governed, as all republics really are, by the 
higher families, but with more freedom of 
admiffion of the lower ranks, by the repre- 
jfentatives of the burghers, than is ufiial in 
foch government. Power is equally divided 
between the Romanifts and the Lutherans* 
The former have the ftep of precedency* 
The latter are fometimes reported to be 
gaining the afcendancy in numbers. Dis- 
putes are frequent, but they leldom burft out 
into open rapture. The diocefe of Auglbourg 
IS extreniely valuable. It has generally been 
held by forne one of the houfe of Bavaria or of 
the cleftorate. The minifter from the Imperial 
court to the circle of Suabia ufiially refides 

here. 
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here. The town has every convenience : it 
is watered by aqueduds from the river Lech, 
which flows at no great diftance from it. 
The ufeful arts are more cultivated here than 
thole of a politer nature. The toys and fmaH 
pictures for prayer books are, however, fa- 
mous; and it is curious to fee grave and 
phlegmatic Germans labouring for the amufc- 
jnejit of Children. . 

We were fhewn an admirable coUedion of 
jHdtures her? belonging to the dean. After 
being fatiated wifh the rich colouring and bold 
defigns of Italian piftures, we returned to a 
Jcind of domeftic pleafure in contemplating 
^e accuracy and neatnefs of the Flemifti flylc. 

But the principal obj^^t pf attention at 
Augibourg is its library, where we fpent fomc 
(ime. Among the curious books which the 
civil and attentive librarian fh^wed us was the 
Polyglot of Ximenes, one of the three vellum 
copies pf which was purchafed at thefale of the 
Pinelli colleftion for four hundred and fifty 
guineas. \Ve noticed alfq two manuicripts 
of the Hebrew Pentateuch, a Greek manu- 
' fcript of the Gofpels^ and Erhardus RatdolHs 
Euclid with the firft page with golden letter?, 
the charafteriflics of its antiquity. 

This 
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This Euclid was publiflied at Venice ia 
1482, when the incjuifition objeded to its 
figures as myfterious, fulpefting them, I liip^ 
pofe, to contain fbme lurking herefy or 
fedition. We faw akb Cicero's Offices^ 
pri^ited at Mentz in 1466; and a Greek, 
Pfelter, which appeared with a Latin Verfion, 
Sept. 20, 1 48 1, and was the firft Greek book 
publifhed in Italy. The laft book which I 
r<colle£t was a copy of an Itinerary, fup- 
pofed to have been made in the time of 
Theodofius : the ojriginal of which was bought 
by prince Eugene for three hundred florins, 
;ind is now at Vienna* 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 



Brussels^ March 23* 

NO. remarkable town intervened to detain 
us between Augfbourg and Ulm, which are 
diftant four pofts and an half from each other. 
The country, through which we palled^ \% 
flat and unadorned. Ulm is an Imperial 
town built in an antique ftile of architefturc. 
It is fituated on the Danube at its conflu- 
^ ence with the lUer. Its fteel manufadures 
have been long famous. 

The fiiow began now to fall in great 
quantities, and we congratulated each other 
on having quitted the Alps. We continued 
our journey by * Wefterfetten, Geifligen, 
Gseppingen and Blockingen, five pofts to 
Stutgard, the capital of the duke of Wertem- 
burg's dominions, which are bounded by the 
Alps and the Black Foreft, and finely watered 
by the Neckar and its different branches. 

Stutgard 
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Stutgard contains about 20,000 inhabitants* 
It fiifFered much by the removal of its fove-*' 
reigns, who, on fome diflatisfaiStion, retired 
to Louifburg, It has, however, recovered 
its reputation for loyalty, iiow a rare virtue-, 
and profpers as the feat of government. 

We left the town next day and purfoed' 
our courfe over a tracklefs road, through ^ 
Country of which the beauties are now cov({r- 
c4 with fiiow, by Entzweingen, Knftflirigert/ 
]ferucli(ai and Wagheufel td Heidelberg, wh^ 
we Jocfkfed at the old objeft of attention, the' 
great tun, which bftgias to be negleifted,* 

though the D— — - of Y oi^eavduf^d t<»^ 

bring- it into reputitiian fegain, by beftrii3ihg 
it as well as any Baechus of antiquity eoulif 
have done. Not far f/om- the place whei^e it- 
is kept, ar€ the ruins of die palace deftroy^d* 
by Turenne, the pofleffor^ of which ffiuA: 
have fwmerly enjoyed the ^ne view (^- the 
Neckar, whii:li ^trtiUzes a vdleyJffom wliidi 
they derived their profits. Thc^tow^iiag iK* 
recovertd frc>iA the diftrds produced by tkfr 
S^renoh plunder, towards the conclufion of thi^* 
Iflfcft Gchtuiy, afxd the removal^f tht ete^i^i- 
court to Manheim. The Lutherans hold up 

their 



( 4^4 )' 

fbeir heads and u(e the church alternately 
with the CathoHcs. 

} Manheim is but a few miles from Heidel- 
•j^erg. Here we fell into the road which w© 
had pafled laft year ^ and proceeded by Worms 
ta Oppenheim. It was flattering to our 
^untry to notice, that while the people took 
Vs for Frenchmen, we were always defired to 
p^y for the poft-horfcs before we fet off; but 
ifirhen it was underftood that we were Eng* 
lifhnlen, we were liifiered to proceed in full 
confidence that we fhOuld pay at the end of 
t;he ftage. We could procure; but two beda 
at Oppenheim, where we were' detain^ for 
want of horfes. The p)iace was^ full of 
Fr^nchnien, exiltj? frorji f once happy and 
flourifliing country. What fcenes, of private' 
diftrefs h^s tjiiis ma,d and ilj[-c<)nd^(^ed Revo*, 
lutiqi^ occaiipned ! . . » .^ :: , 

r We fpcnt a diy agairj at Mayenoe ; aiid un- 
dferflSmdiog that Coblenciej: Bonn, and.Cologn 
aj:e crowded to the threfliold with Frenchmen,, 
we determined , to'purftie pur route -by Lux- 
et)lbourg, though. the road 'Was:reprefented to 
W bad — not indeed in the degree in which 
we fcuud it* •_ .. 

Our 
8 
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Our firft ftage was to Bingcn, where the 
French are now ordered to affemble, though 
the village can fcarce afford them room, ^id 
they muft fufFer there great inconveniences. 
Their poverty interefts our compaffion ex- 
ceedingly. Many fubfift only on a daily 
allowance from the prince de Conde, who is 
at BIngen. Some of them, men formerly of 
family and confequence, and accuftomed to 
affluence, could not afford to pay to eat with 
. our fervants. The roads were covered with 
ftraggling parties of them. The hotels are, 
Jbmetimes, clofed againfl them. 

After driving through a very beautiful 
country,' delayed by bad roads, we proceeded 
by Latterftiall to Simerin, where we flept. 
A lingering drive through a dreary country, 
in which we were obliged to ftruggle over 
roads broken and rough, as if they had been 
defignedly deflroyed to fecure the wretched 
country from invafion, brought us, after a 
pafTage over the broad and rapid Mofelle, to 
Keyrith, where we found little to confole us 
that we could not reach Treves, at which, 
city, however, we arrived early next morning, 
afld found it crouded with French, who are 
Hh ficd 
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fled for.lhelter here uuder the prdteaiw of 
the elector. 

We flept at Graeveumaker, and arrived the 
next day by dinner at Luxembourg. Wc 
were much ftruck with the iituation and ap- 
parent ftrength of the place. Its elevation, 
the difficulty of tlie approach, and the forti- 
fications, conftruded upon French plans by 
the French when they poffefTed it, appear to 
make it an almoft impregnable fortrefs. The 
rivers and mountains which fiirround it ren- 
der it likcwife a very advantageous pofition to 
maintain. On application to the command- 
ant to fee the fortifications, we were told not 
only that we muft not fee them, but that we 
muft immediately leave the town, unlefs wc 
were detained by neceflity. Such being the 
jealoufy at this critical period, when all Europe 
ieems prepared to arm, that no ftranger is 
allowed to ftay above twenty-four hours in 
the town ; we drove by Steinfort to Attort, 
where we ITept. 

The next day we were fhaken over very 
bad roads by Malmaifon to Flamilbul, and. 
thence through dreary and almoft unpeopled, 
wilds, on which, however, much cattle is. 
bred, by Grinfheim to Marche, where we flept. 
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,and the next day proceeded over level uninte.^ 
refling. plains to Namur. 

Namur, after having been fb feverely he^ 
fieged by king William and uncle Toby, wa? 
difmantleci of a great part of its fortifications 
by Jofeph the Second. The feelings of the 
people were fo little confulted, that the walks 
and trees of the ramparts were at the lame 
time infiiltingly injured and almoft deftroyed 
by the injudicious agents of the emperor. 
The intention of demolifliing the fortifications 
of the towns in the Low Countries, was to 
deprive the people of places of defence, when 
they remonftrated againft grievances. The 
court, however, thereby loft its ftrong forts ' 
for garrifons againft domeftic or foreign ene- 
mies. The error was foon perceived, and the 
fortifications will be reftored. We heard 
here many complaints againft the injudicious 
and unjuft proceedings of the Imperial court, 
which has offended, confiderably, the people 
of thefe rich dependencies, by repeatedly pro- 
mifing and as repeatedly and evafively failing 
to confirm their ancient and ftipulated privi- 
leges. Why will not power lean to conciliate, 
and confider gratitude, a better pledge than 
fear to fecure obedience ? 

The 



